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tin offering this little work tn the Public, the Author craves 
I indulgence for the trivial matter it contains. It ia chiefly com- 
I piled from a journal she kept for her own amusement, and a feiv 
bof her letters to home friends. It might, probably, have been 
I leidered more entertaining by observations and anecdotes con- 
nected with the European society of the colony ; but it would 
have been lUfticult — if not impossible — in a place where the 
white community ia bo limited, to have introduced anything of 
that nature without incnrring the imputation of personality. 
I The writer has also avoided touching mucii on the slave-trade, 
I although a subject in which she has always felt the deepest 
interest ; and not the least at this moment, when so strong a 
party seems to advocate a total abandonment of those noble 
efforts which have, for nearly half a century, so highly distin- 
u guished Great Britain amongst the nations of Europe. 
I But whilst disclaiming all intention of discussing the merits 
of a great political question, the Author trusts it may not be 
deemed either out of place, or presumptuous, if she avail herself 
of this opportunity to add her voice, however feeble, to the 
testimony of those who declare that, were the squadron with- 
drawn from the scene of its gallant exertions in the cause of 
humanity, the "West Coast of Africa would become a den of 
pirates, who would rapidly sweep away all traces of that civiliza- 
tion which has been effected at the sacrifice of so much British 
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And here a tribute is due to the Missionaries for their un- 
wearying: zeal for the benefit of the colony. To them unquea- 
tnonably is to be mainly ascribed the state of education and 
eulightenment attained by the black population of Sierra Leone, 
which is liigher than is generally credited in this country, and 
lias, especially of late years — not withstand ujg the continual im- 
portations of fresh barbarians — greatly advanced. 

To t)ie gifted lady who, perhaps judging too partially of their 
humble pretensions, kindly edits these pages, the Author uow 
begs to tender her moat cordial avknowledgnients. 

March, 1S19. 
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Residence — Strange Tree* and ShrabB — Ineegsant Noise of luEecu — 
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Sierra Leone, December 28, 164-. 
^ airived here in safety a week ago, and I iMnk the change 
im shipboard to shore a delightfu] one. 
Embarking on the 16th ultimo at Gravesend in the H (a 
■ni^l merchant- vessel, with cramped aecummodations and rough 
fittings up), that very evening a tremendous shock, which caused 
eveiytliing on board to vibrate, betokened that we were run foul 
of by one of the river steamers, the bowsprit of wljich had stove 
in the boat at the H 's stern : this untoward accident de- 
tained us fur two days, though every liour it was promised we 
should weigh anchor the next. Our pn^ess down the river 
was wot'ully tardy. We encountered a successioD of gales, 
and, ere getting out to sea, were several times in great danger. 
Shut up in our little cabin, though sensible of the violent 
pitching and tossing of the vessel, I was too ignorant of sea 
terms to know tlie extent of our peril ; yet on the 22nd (my first 
Sunday on shipboard) I was struck by the Fsalms fur that day 
bdng BO applicable to our situation. We were then riding 
witliin sight of tJie Goodwin Sands with two anchors down, the 
Captain expecting every mijiute they would part, and the skip 
be driven on a lee shore- 

I proved a very bad sailor, and was generally confined to my 
bertii, or a cot slung from a beam on deck. The whole voyage, 
from tlie day we left the Nore until we reached the balmy lali- 
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tude of Madeira, appears now like a confused dream; in which 
the Goodwin Sand^^isniasted vessels — a stormy sea — and a 
rolling ship — form the principal objects, relieved by such trifling 
mischances as the gallev being blown down, the mizen boom 
carried overboard, and tlie chain-cable felling into the hold 
with an alarming noise, to the general astonishment of pigs, 
■heep, and poultry, who each and all added a voice to the 
unusual din. 

After we passed the Tropic of Cancer the heat became every- 
day more intense, till at last it was almost intolerable to remain 
below, even lor a few minutes'; and I was glad to rest in the 
swinging cot, with the flags of the ship for sun-blinds, watching' 
the flying fish during tlie day, and in the evening the most 
gorgeous snnseU — the whole of the western sky reflecting its 
hues of purple, crimson, violet, and gold upon the water, until 
the sun seemed to dip into the rainbow-like mirror, when his 
parting- rays were immediately obscured by darkness. In spite 
of the grandeur and beauty of these sunsets, people exclaim at 
the absence of twilight ; but for my part I rather like the 
Budden tiarkness : on shipboard, or in a strange country, it is ea-sy 
to reconcile oneself to the want of any such melancholy light 
OS the crepuscule of our own dear norlhern shores. Everything 
looked bright in those regions. The splendour of the moonlight 
was enough to tempt the very strictest valetudinarian to brave the 
proverbially unwholesome night air of tire African coast ; and, 
ere going below for the evening, I often lingered to lean over 
the vessel's side and look at the stream of living light in her 
wake, when the water through which she moved seemed one 
moment a scroll of burnislied gold, and the nest as if glittering 
over a heap of coloured gems, so rapidly changing are the 
brilliant hues of those remarkable phosphorescent bodies which, 
^_ in the warm latitudes of the Atlantic, gleam amid its restless 

^H At daybreak on the 19th of December it was thought that we 
^^1 might reach Sierra Leone the same afternoon, and accordingly 
^^^ ve put everything in readiness ; but tlie wind died away until it 
^^B became a complete calm— tlie sails flapping round the masts, and 
^^B the sea appearing like a vast plain of polished steel. The heat 
^^^^ -of that day was overpowering ; the atmosphere looked, as well as 
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, oppressive; being so thick and den^e that we could not 

e ninre tlian a mile from the vesee), though, had it been at all 

we ehould have seen land. Nothing broke the monotony 

r view all that long and weary forenoon, except a huge 

thark, slowly troubling the Bleeping surface of the sea. iBeyond 

e upright black iiii of its back, no part of its body was visible ; 

Mliif, judging from the motion of the water, the monster could 

Boot have been less than sixteen feet long. The sailors hung out 

La of salt pork, but it was too cunuing to be entrapped by 

We dined upon deck, and before sunatt the welcome cry of 
land 1" had been sung out from the bow'^, and soon afterwards 
ihortened sail and lay to, being now near a sand-bauk at the 
loulli of the river Scarciea. In the evening I heard tliat a 
regular tornado cloud " had been observed ; but as these storms 
seldom known to take place so late iu the year, no heed aaa 
sn of the warning, and at midnight directions were given to 
" make all sail." Afier the hurrying to and fro ui<uat on such 
iioccasioDS, quiet once more reigned in the sliip : but veiy shortly 
" was awakened by a loud rattling noise, and the Master's 
roice raised to a corresponding pitch, ordering " all hands up :" 
Ihe vessel rocked about with a strange, di^greeable motion which 
} violent every minute — the hurUing sound also 
increased, till it seemed to burst into one terrific roar, accom- 
.panied by incessant and most vivid flashes of lightning. It was 
the liireatened tornado ! The erasiiing of the thunder was not 
more loud and awful than the fury of that terrible wind, which 
at times drowned the noise of the trampling and shouting of the 
men overhead, and the voice of the Captain calling to them 
through his speaking-trumpet to furl the difierent sails. I could 
not help experiencing a dread that the ship might be thrown on 
her beam-ends and fill. The Channel gales — the rough and 
beavy swell of the Bay of Biscay— sank into insignificance, com- ^ 
ith this sudden storm, although its rage did not last 
ifibnve half an iiour, abating almost as unexpectedly as it had 
until after a very heavy fall of rain succeeded a dead calm. 
1 iieard in tlie morning that the liglitniug had run along some 
of the chains in the ship, and that it was only the wind taking 
by surprise which rendered ua in any danger, as the tornado 
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[ fiad been in reality but a slight oue, tliough so alarming- to 
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^^B me 

^^H 'Neixt day it was beautifully clear, and od going upon deck I 
^^H Lad my first look of the land I was so truly thankful to see. 
^^* On one side of our ship, Sierra Leone, like an island, forming 
one cltiua of mountaias gradually sloping upwardET from the 
Cape to the right, but in front seeniing as if they sprang per- 
peudiciilarly from the sea — was pointed out to me ; while, in the 
opposite direction, llie only visible tokens^ of land were tall trees, 
appearing as if planted in the water. This was tlie Buliom 
shore, so called from a word in the language of the country, 
signifying " low land." 

The H lay thus, as it were, at the very mouth of the 

Sierra Leone river, and apparently at an equal distance from 
both sides of the coast which forms the entrance. There was no 
sea-breeze to carry us in : we were not near enough to discern, 
without the aid of a spy-glass, the houses on the shore ; but I 
could see Freetown like a white spot at the very foot of the hills, 
and before it the masts of vessels rose like clustered spires, 
"We liad also a view of the Bananas — a few small green islands 
lying ta the southward of the long low cape wliicli stretched far 
^_ out on our right. 

^^H The fine outline prospect our position commanded reconciled 
^^Bmie to the many long hours the port of our destination lay before 
^^F US without our making one knot nearer the shore. The irregular 
' summits of the mnuntains stood out in bold relief against a, 

cloudless sky, and one peak especially struck me from its re- 
semblance to Arthur's Seat, near Edinburgh, but on a grander 
scale. We remained becalmed all that day^ — Captain and pas- 
sengers looking through their glasses, and speculating what 
particular men-of-war, or what merchant-veasela, their practised 
eyes discovered to be in harbour — the Captain affirmiug that a 
shotted gun had been fired at his ship upon her last entrance into 
the river, because he had not at once noticed the signal for him 
to "lay to" from one of her Majesty's cruisers, whose com- 
mander wished to hear the last news from England. 

About two o'clock the tedium was partly relieved by the 

arrival of the pilot — a respectable-looking negro, who, as I was 

|^^B>much surprised to hear, is also a Methodist preacher. On being 
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:ed how he could follow liis layman's caltitig- upon Sunday, ho 
Tepliei), that "to pilot a ship into port was botli a work of 
charily and necessity," or words to that effect; in the sense of 
which we all cordially agreed. The sua went dowu upon the 
glassy water, and we had to content ourselves with another night 

on board the 11 ; but the tide was in our favour, and, a 

slight breeze also springing; up, about half-past one in the 
morning, the rattling of the chain-cable and echoing splash in 
the water betokened that we had cast anchor at last. 

As soon as daylight streamed in at the little window of our 
cabin, I looked eagerly out and saw fanlastically painted buildings 
glittering in the glorious light of a tropical sun; and beyond, 
the lofty mountains of Sierra Leone. Through the fiiint sha- 
dowy haze, their verdure appeared more soft and bf^utiful than 
that of the foliage near us, which flafhed on the eye with a 
supernatural tint, and formed a striking contrast to the deep 
cornelian colour of the earth in the paths and banks of the river 
■ — the whole landscape conveying tiie idea of a perpetual suniiner. 
The strapping of portmanteaus, locking of dressing-cases and 
carpet-bags, having been doly gone through for the third morn- 
ing, we were soon in readiness to leave the vessel. There are no 
hoteb here. Families arriving are always cordially received into 
the houses of tlie English residents, and we decided on proving 
the strength of Siitrra Leone hospitality by goiug at once to tJie 

of Mr. and Mrs. , which stands a short distance 

rtber up the river than Freetown, Accompanied by two of 

colonial friends, who had come on board, we got into a 

ttty comfortable barge, with white awning and curtains, 

manned by a crew of seven blacks in duck shirts and trowsers, 

with cuiis and collars of dark-blue stuff, which gave a smart, 

uniform-like cast to the simple costume. Another man, an old 

jwvant of M 's, sat in the boat, wearing the jacket and cap 

Colonial Militia, in which he is a sergeant ; and I was 
irised at the intelligent countenances and respectful demea- 
lUr of tho.'^ reclaimed savages, not one of whom would keep 
bis broad-brimmed straw hat, but rowed on merrily, sending 
boat like an arrow over the smooth blue water. 
'he first thing which struck me with regard to the scenery 
a want of wood ; although high and lovf giottwi oN!\Vfe <ks.- 
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«eemed taller than those of a shrubbery or young plantation at 
fcome, except the palms, wljich, with tlieir lofty and upriglit 
[trunks and tuft of featliery branches at top, are tJie most novel 
I and foreign-looking objects of all that arrest a stranger's atten- 

tion on skirting the river banks. Tlie hills resemble some of 
those in Scotland, where green lierbage, heather, and fiirze 
appear in alternate patches. But I am told that what reminds 
the eye of heath, is long grass withered up by tlie influence of 
the dry season ; and what seem spots of rich pasture, are little 
^^ cultivated pieces of ground covered with crops of some luxuri- 
^^R antly-growing vegetable : wliile it is that rank " hush " — which 
^^B in all tropical countries overruns the soil, unless kept down by 
^^r burning and culture — that looks so like our own dark-green 
gorse, before its golden blossom comes out. Here and there on 
the hill-sidea stand a few gigantic trees, with bleached trunks 
and wide straggling boughs — the solitary remn&nts of that dense 
^^ forest which once covered the " wild sierras " of our African i 
^^Licolony. We steered near enough to the bank to distinguish, 
^^^amidst a wilderiiesB of verdure, the banana and plantain trees, 
^^^whose branch-iike leaves grow from the stem in the same manner 
1 as those of the palm, and are each, 1 should fancy, about four or 

five feet long and a foot broad. This beautiful leaf is of a light 
transparent green, and seems very fragile, as, except when newly 
opened or growing in a sheltered place, most of these I see are 
broken into a waving fringe. The beach is formed of crumbling 
particles of black rock, with an occasional patch of the smooth 
^^^ and shining sand. It is broken into innumerable little shaded 
^^Lbays, and in one of these, which, though more rocky than many 
^^B. others we had passed, was thought the best place for landing, the 
^^^ boat was moored. A more romantic-looking spot cannot well 
li be imagined. Fancy a very small and secluded opening into the 

land— the waves rippling against loose masses of rock covered 

kwith white gulls — the steep red bank above bordered to the 
very water's edge with green borighs — the thatched roofs of one 
or two native huts peeping out from among the bright foliage, 
in which the shady leaves of the banana and plantain were most 
Conspicuous — while a long flight of rou[>;hIy -built stone steps (up 
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close enough to form & piclure^ue feature iii a place, the 
soil quiet beauty of which reminclecl me of the paiuting^ of 
Poussiji and Claude. 

out of the boat, I only remember feeling very 
It and dUKy, and, after being carried up the steps, walking 
iwly along a narrow path, where the one living thing visible 
tis red and blue lizard backing in the sun, A 
Ideti turn in the road brought us close upon a cottage, which 
we entered, and, passing through a. sunny verandah, where 
sauntered several tall black figures in higli-peaked head'dresses 
of yellow, blue, and white, were ushered into a light and cool 
apartment, with large windows looking out on the sea, and 
thrown wide open to admit all the air possible, 
as thankful to rest here for a short time, and fortunate 
igli to obtain the use of a sedan (the only one, I believe, in 
ciilony), in which, the boatmen acting as chairmen, 1 pro- 
ceeded onward, through a shaded rotul, crowded with little 
woolly -haired children, to whom I was evidently as much an 
of curiosity as they were to me. 

avenue, bordered by beautiful trees and plants, brought us 
a. green lawn in front of a large white house, whose es- 
ior of painted wooden boards, and casements of latticed trellis- 
work, ^ve an idea of cool [less and shade, which was not dispelled 
entering its lofly and spacious apartments. The airy piazzas, 
llirely surrounding the house, are merely constructed of plaidcs 
the outside, tiiose on the entrance-floor being lighted and 
itilated by jalousieH windows, those on the upper floor by 
Large folding-doors, with Yenetian -blind panels, lead 
irough the inner wall of solid mason-work that separates these 
verandahs from the interior rooms, the darkness of which imme- 
diately struck me. But this ivunt of Ught is connected with the 
ihullirig out of the fiery sun ; and oil tlie flours, with the excep- 
tion of tlie drawing-room, being uncovered, the general appear- 
ance is that of coolness, the acme of comfort in a tropical region. 
Though the furniture was European, this peculiar style of 
building and laying-out — the number of black servants flitting 
about in livery of plain white jean- — the beautiful flowering 
shrubs seen from the windows — gave the whole a colouring as if 
b^lendid picture of Eastern scenery and costume had a.>iii.At-5l'^ 
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started into life. Sierra Leone is associated in oiir imaginatioiu 
at home with sickuesa, sorrow, and death ; but widely different 
were tlie ideas which the first few hours on its euiuiy shores 
raised in my mind ; for very soon afler lauding I felt a great 
deal better than I had doue since leaving England, and, on 
walking out in the evening, I could not but fancy that its air 
possesses a sanatory influence, and that to the envy of those 
dwelling under less glowing skies might he ascribed the invention 
of all tiiose appalling histories of the deadlinesg of its climate. 4, 

Shortly before sunset we proceeded, at a loitering pace, to the 
avenue gate, and I was enchanted with the luxuriauce of the 
trees, particularly the rose-apple,* whose thickly growing . 
branches present an impenetrable mass of dark-green leaves, 
amongst which magnificent wliite flowers, like silken tassels, 
form a beautiful and pleasing relief. Innumerable blossoms 
shone In all directions : one resembling a branch of red coral ; 
another, still more gorgeous, with its festoons of orange and 
scarlet, reminded me of the feathers of ihe bird of Paradise; 
while the pale lilac clusters of a third recalled the image of 
more northern gardens, and claimed a kindly remembrance of 
old familiar flowers, although the perfume of orange and lime 
trees was around us. It was so cool and pleasant that we 
remained out till after the sun set, and in retracing our steps 
we startled two birds ; the plumage of the one, the " African 
coek of the woods," was crimson, green, and purple ; the other 
was a small pigeon, with wings so brightly green that they 1 
glittered in the dim light under the rose-apple boughs, as it 
fiew to the top of a fine tree that bears a plum of wiiicli the 
yrild doves are fond. When darkness set in, the hum of millions 
of insects arose — and a very unsentimental menioiy it brought 
along with it, being exactly like the noise of a large manu- 
fictory where spinning-machines are conataritly in motion. 
Another dull, though more distinct sound, like quick strokes 
on a muffled drum, mingled with the buzzing and chirping : 
the beatitig of the monotouous tom-tom, which literally 
never ceased during the night. I was glad when now and then 
the wild plaintive tunes, chanted by the Timmanee boatmen on 

■ Eugenia Jamboaa. 
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the river, reacLetl the ear; first faintly heard, then (•■radually 
swelling out to full choriL^, till, as the cauoe with its rowers 
floated past, the sound died away, like unearthly music, in the 
distance. 

ll is the custom here to drink a cup of tea or coffee very 
early, anil one was brought to me nest morning' before I was 
up, by a little bhck damsel attired in a white frock and sundry 
gay necklaces, Wliilst I was dressing, the doors were all open 
leading into the piazza, and through tlie jalovsies a. cool breeze 
entered laden with tli« fragrance of many flowers unknown to 
me ; a peep of the river g-leamed in the early sun through the 
rich screen of leaves and blossoms ; on the lawn iu front several 
cows were G^azin^, much less than the kJue of our owu clover 
pastures, and mostly dun-coloured ; close to their feet wulked 
numerous anow-white cranes, seemingly tame as any barnyard 
fowls ; and many a beautiful bird and bright-uinged Insect 
glanced past iu the clear soft air, while the gentle rippling of 
the waves at the foot of the' bank blended with a thousand 
merrier sounds. From listening to these. I was soon summoned 
to breakfast — in this country a repast not at all in accordance 
either with the heat of the climate, or the fairy-like prospect out 
of doors. You sit down to a table set forth with highly sea- 
soned dishes (smoking under covers) of meat, Esli, fowl, and 
vegetables; pickles and sauces are handed rouud at; at dinner, 
and tlie wine-decanter stands vis-a-vis to ihe water-jug; claret 
and ale are in readiness, being merely cooling in the sliade ; 
tea and coffee or chocolate follow, with bread, biscuit, boiled 
^gs, fruit, and sweetmeats, and (where cows are kept) the white 
creamy -looking butter made here floats in its crystal pail, and 
is generally considered a great delicacy. 

I remained in the house duriug the heat of the day ; but after 
dinner we drove roiind the race-eonrse, a lonely little peninsula 
lying beneath the wild high mountains, and hemmed in by the 
riser. Here all the i/ite of the colony assemble for air and 
esercise of an evening ; yet, although in one or two of tiie per- 
haps half-dozen equipages on the broad circular path sat a deli- 
cxte-luoking European lady, in short -sleeveii white muslin 
, long gloves, thin scarf, and transparent bonnet; and, 
'mpatient horses were reined in by while tliiiiB-, S.'s. 
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struck me tliat tlie carriage-drive had a very deserted aspifct, 
and that our couatrymen and countrywomen appeared pale, 
languid, and dispirited, ThoM only who really seemed to enjoy 
the scene were tlie Otliello-visaged portion of the equestrians, 
who, with an attempt at a military or naval air, visible in the 
universal moustache and smart blue cloth jacket, dashed past 
on their half-wild steeds in all the grandeur of scarlet saddle- 
cloths and jingling bridles. 

As we left the course and entered a road leading to Freetown, 
that want of forest which strikes the eye on looking at Sierra 
Leone from the sea, was no longer apparent ; each native but 
was shaded by the thick foliage of orange and lime trees, banana 
and plantain, and many otLers of orchard lieight, wliose names 
I have yet to learn : while climbing plants of great beauty 
twined over the rustic fences round the little negro gardens, 
and here and there a clunip of palms threw their dark shadow 
over the patches of cleared land behind tlie long row of wattled 
dwellings which fenced the road. The natives were seated in 
groups on the ground by the low doorways of their huts : the 
men Einokiug, laughing, and talkiug, the women preparing their 
evening meal in shining bowls made from the shell of a lai^ 
gourd, the fruit of the calabash -tree,* or wending their way 
homewards witli heavy burthens on tlidr heads ; whilst children 
gambolled about with noisy play amongst dogs, goats, and 
sheep ; the latter bearing scarcely any resemblance to those of 
Britain, being much larger, and clothed, instead of wool, in ft 
shaggy coat of short rough hair, in black, brown, and white 
spots, Jlost of the goats were graceful, deer-like creatures, and 
every family seemed to possess several of them. 

Sauntering tjirough the grounds nest evening, we came npon 
a garden of pine-apples, and believe me the anana on a plat«,,, 
or in a hot-liouse, and when growing in its native soil, ai^ 
very difierent things. A. brilliant purple blossom, resembling 
the single bell of a hyacinih, opens from each of the diamond- 
shaped divisions of the fruit itself, which when young is of; 
the same ricli hue, surniount^d by a ci'eit of pink corded leaves, 
and protected all round by others mucli larger and broader, 

L Crescentia cujele. 
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^w-like edg^ and spikeU points. The pine-apple iis it 
ripens loses its beautiful and fresh appearance, the purple 
changes to pale etmw-colour, and the leaves become green, I 
ako taw the rose-apple, wliich is of a greenisii- yellow hue, and 
about the size of a pigeon's egg. It lias neither the pulp nor 
substance of a plum, but is merely a Koft spojigy coaling about 
half an iDch deep, round one, or sometimes two, large brown 
and loose seeds that shake like the kernels in a nut. It has a 
laint smell and taste of roses : hence its name. There is a variety, 
I am told, in which both bJussom and fruit are red. 

On the morning of the 24th it rained, which every one seemed 
to wonder at, " because it is tlie dry season." On looking ont 
shortly afterwards, everything seemed as dry as before ; the 
earth not a whit darker red than it liad been in the evening ; not 
a single pearly drop upon one blade of grass ; no appearance of 
the rain, though it fell heavily as a shower of hail. 

We left the pretty country-house of our kind friends next day, 
having a pleasant drive to Freetown, and you cannot imagine an 
assemblage of human abodes more varied in appearance than 
that through which our route lay. On emei^ng from the 
wattled and mud- plastered huts, small houses framed of wood 
betokened an advancement iu civilization, that gradually became 
more apparent in others raised on stone foutidations with open 
piazzas supported by pillars, and surrounded by little gardens 
full of fruit-trees. Crossing a bridge above a ravine, where a 
brnok went leaping and sparkling over huge black stones, oa 
which stood negro-women employed in washing clothes, we 
turned off this road into tije wide but less thickly po]iulated 
streets, where most of the dwellings seemed to belong to com- 
paratively weallliy people, — there being only a spriiikliug of 
grass huts, and these almost entirely hidden by green brauches, 
and ijigh houses flaunting in gay coats of red, yellow, slate- 
coloured, blue, or green paint. One built in a superior style 
with slated roof and panelled doors particularly attracted my 
notice from iis neglected appearance, and, although only a few 
httlf-clotlied and poor-looking black people were then lounging 
is its verandahs, it was originally erected, I am told, by a Eu- 
inerchant, who had all the doors and window- frames sent 
iRi England ; his resources did not permit \nHi to ¥ikv^. 
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far less to inhabit, the edifice, and there it stands in its nii 
grandeur, yearly falling into greater decay, while its owner 
" taken to the bush," aa the term is, having fled beyond Britiah. 
territory among the native tribes up the river. 

All the streeta being grown over with grass, except where ii^t 
tersected by footpjiths and the mainway, tlie town presents a, 
very singiilar aspect, and at first I fiincied rather a lonely 
but that idea soon vanishes, as the greenness of the streets ii. 
merely an effect of the rapid vegetation in this climate, and we 
;ome sensible that, were it not for the grass, the dust would be 
intolerably dis^reeable ; while at (he same time cows, goats, and 
sheep, quietly grazing before the liotises, prevent the herbage 
attaining to a height or rankness which might render its close 
neighbourhood unpleasant or unhealthy. It was near sunset 
when we stopped in a broad street leading down to the water< 
eide, before a large and lofty building. After ascending two 
wide flights of wooden steps, we reached the upper story, which 
usually in Freetown is the part of the house consigned to the 
family apartments, as being more airy, and from itselevatioa 
better calculated to preserve health. This was my hon 
new land. Spacious as the piazzas are, and even lolly, to me 
they had at first an atltc appearance, caused not only by the 
roof sloping down till it reaches the top of the outer windows, 
but by ila consisting merely of the planks on which the slates are 
nailed ; so that in the saloon, notwithstanding the number 
glazed casements and handsome folding-doors, otu' modem fur- 
niture looked quite out of place; while as daylight faded away, 
— from the length and breadth of the verandahs, and their floors 
being all of a dark red native wood, resembling nothing at 
home except boards venerable from age, — it required 
stretch of imagination to fancy myself traversing the wide and, 
gloomy galleries of some ancient castle. 

It was but occasionally during the night that the distant beat 
of the tom-tom was heard ; but the music of fifes and French 
horns played by the "waits" resounded through the streets 
sound bringing with it a host of old Christmas memories 
foreign country, 

9 th JaiiQBry, 1841. 
I Since I came into tou-n, unpacking trunks, giving out ship 
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washing, and hiring people to sew, have been sources uf alternate 
amusement and aunoyauce to me; while visitors — from the most 
esalted coloaiol functionarj to a negro-clerk in jacket of sky-blue 
camltit and crimsoo slippers — alike prevented anytltinglike quiet 
boose-arrangiug for the first week. It was nine days after land- 
ing ere we eueceeded in obtaining our package of glass from tlie 
ship, managing till then witli a few wine-glasses and tumblers 
borrowed. Then all my perplexities in endeavouring to make 
mpelf understood by the native servants ! Kot one single sen- 
teuce that they utter can I sa yet comprehend, and they «eem 
quite as confused at my mode of speech. I hear other people talk 
lo them in such strange phraees, perfectly unintelligible to me, 
and am told that until I too can talk " country fashion " there 
tA no chance of the household being conducted with regularity or 
comfort. My directions are constantly mistaken. On asking 
one of the servants to bring me a breakfast-cup, he first brought 
a cream-Jug, and then, on repeating slowly and distinctly that I 
wanted a large blue cup, he returned with a dessert-plate ; and 
not till the command, " Go fetch big tea-cup, he live in paiilry," 
had been issued by lips initiated in the mysteries of African ^JofoiV, 
did the boy understand and obey accordingly. There is no 
neuter in negro-grammar, and everything is endowed with ani- 
mation : for instance, they say of dinner, " he live on table." 

The domestics here are all men, and they appear to be very 
indolent, so that you require eight or nine household servants, 
where in a similar establishment in England tiiree or four would 
be found eufflcient. I wanled to get a woman -ser van t ; but it 
seems, when such is required by a European lady, slic must be 
content at first to teach a little girl to act in that capacity, and 
accordingly a tiny damsel, scarcely eight years old, has been 
brought to me to train up in the art of dusting a toilette- table 
and fastening hooks-and-eyes ; but as yet my Lilliputian waiting- 
maid requires a far greater share of attendance than she gives. 

I have jugt been interrupted to pay the washerwoman's bill ; 
Hid no pinafored little urchin at school waa ever so confused with 
the seventh line of the multiplication-table as I have been with 
dollars, cutmoneys, big coppers, and lilli/ coppers, to say nothing 
of threepenny and three-halfpenny pieces, which seem the most 
a and &vounte coins here. A cutmoney is literally what 
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its uame imparts, being- the quarter of a dollar, roughly and i 
very equally divided. It is equal to Is. Id., and, allhough Doi. 
now current, is continually quoted. 

do not suffer from the heat as I dreaded ; it is nothing' to 
what it was on shipboard. I rise shortly after fire in the i 

, an hour at which a gun iired from the garrison announces 

approach of day. At sis o'clock the sun rifies, when all the 
outer windows — with the exception of those on the side (ron 
■which the land wind blows— are thrown open. The air is then 
delightfully cool and pleasant, but by eight the tropic heat begim 

je esperieuced, and for some hours it is very warm and o^ 
pressive, until the sea-breeze sets in, scarcely perceptible 
first, but increasing until near six in the evening;, when it blowi 
pretly stroofi;ly. This wind ia so soft and balmy, that I often d 
before the open windows of the verandah, directly facing tlq 
quarter whence it comes, and look out on the strange i 
dream-like prospect the town presents after sunset ; the con. 
fused mass of buildings lying in dark shadow, with no reguluf 

'8 of lamps, though a thousand lights of different degrees a 
brightness twinkle through the surrounding foliage like so many 
stars. No rolling of carriages — no throng of passengers i 
streets ; but singing (if we may so designate what has no varielj 
of cadence) seems to come from every house, till, warned by t 
bugle-note from the barracks far overhead, exactly at eigbl 
o'clock, a sudden flash throws a momentary glare ove 
scenery, and the sullen echo of the evening gun gives noti«d 
that it is time to close the windows for the night, during whiclt 
the wind gradually veers round, and by morning generally blowil 
from the land. 

The liouses here are all constructed so as to afford as mucb 
coolness as possible. In this there are nine large doors in one o 
inner rooms, six in another, with two windows opening into i 

andah, or piazza as it is usnally termed, and, none of thea 
being shut during the day, a free current of air is always admitted 
whilealargestovein the principal apartment denotes that at timea 
even in this country, a fire is deemed necessary. 

The harmattan wind is now blowing, and everything in tj 
house is covered with an impalpable red dust ; even our eyes a 
affected by it. The windows being kept carefully shut towar 
the point whence it blows, I do not perceive that the heat withi 
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doors is at all ksseoed by the influeuce of the harmaitan ; but I 
see the Dativesdo not like it. The ivomen are all vciupped up in 
plaid shawls, and the men in blanket Jackets, whilst our servants 
go about with handkerchiers bound round their lieads, and com- 
plain tliat it is "cold too much." It is a very dry wind, and 
comes from over the great desert of Saharn, but is not considered 
unlieahhy, though blowing from tlie land. I was thinking 
one day lately how very strange it appeared to a new comer 
thus carefully e^icluding the refreshing wind in this sultry ciimate, 
let it blow from any quarter, when Dr... — — entered the piazza, 
and, looking approvingly at the closed casements, hia first greet- 
ing was, " Windows shut to the land side — that is right !" in a 
most emphatic tone. The swampy BuUom shore, with its man- 
grove-jungles fraught with unwholesome vapours, being sepa- 
rated from this colony merely by the river, of course, when the 
wind blows right across, Freetown comes in for its full share 
of the miasmata. 

The harmattan is disagreeable from i Is extreme dryness and the 
sand it brinsrs, which causes a thick, dark, reddish haze througli- 
out the whole atmosphere, almost obscuring our view of the op- 
posite shore. Every article of furniture is shrinking and crack- 
ing — paper and the boards of books curling up— veneer peeling 
off — and the strings of the piarjoforte breaking. I hear it is 
much stronger at the Gambia, where it feels like the breath of 
a hot furnace, causing the panels of doors to shrink and fall 
out, and glass to become so brittle that it snaps asunder though 
untouched by any person. It has one good effect, in rendering 
the water so deliciously cool. In a warm climate good water is 
a great blessing, and that arising from the springs iu the vicinity 
of Freetown is excellent. We can keep it tolerably cool by 
means of lai^e porous earthen vessels, which are filled murning 
and evening. These are called " country pots," and in colour 
somen hat resemble the common red Hower-pots at home, but 
are of a very coarse, nide manufacture. The hig-h wind iias 
brought several strange-looking insects to the house. I observed 
one that looked almost like a flying spider ; and to-day caugjit a 
beautiful fly of a bright-green hue, which glitters as if powdered 
oier with gold-dust: its wings are transparent, and Ecem fifty 
s finer than the finest gauze. 
it is almost impossible to picture you o,U at ^Teaea^. 'v^a.^^eA 
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n cloaks Biid furs, and mayhap surrounded by mow, whibt 
ire planning every contrivance to render the heat of the 
tropica more endurable, for bo glowing a temperature is at best 

J comfortable. When we look out on the beautiful, 
rather the striking, scenery of tliia place, the eye certainly 
exults in the imagined contract between leafless woods and 
hedges coated over with hoar frost, and the rich orange-trees 
bending under their load of buruished fruit. It ia the tliicknesft 
of the foliage I admire, for the tree ilself is ratlier stitf-looklng. 

Fruit forms a great portion of the natives' food, and is cheap 
and abundant. Eight to a dozen fine large oranges for a penny. 
Pine-apples at a halfpenny or penny each ; a bunch containiogf 
five or six bananas at a lialfpenny. The latter fruit is shaped 
somewhat like a cucumber, has a soft yellow rind, a juicy pulp, 
with small black seeds in the middle, and eata like a very sweet, 
ripe, mellow pear. The plantain is a larger and coarser sort of 
banana, and is prepared for food in various ways. The vege- 
tables are really escellent. Yams, which vary from two to four 
or six pounds in weight, are cooked by boiling. The cassada- 
root is usually roasted. There is a leaf called " coco," which u 
prepared like spinach, and b a very good substitute for it. All' 
native productions are cheap, but whatever comes from Englt 
is proportionably dear. Beef here is not much larger than 
English mutton, but is only 4d. per lb. African mutton is about' 
the size of the lamb you have at home, usually lean and dry, and 
6d. or Id. per lb., though a sheep may be bought for two dollars. 
There is neither veal nor lamb to be had. Geese and ducks are 
very large; common fowls remarkably small: turkeys scarc^ 
and occasionally 20a. or even 30s. each. Fish is plendful, cheap, 
and good. Bread is high-priced, and so bad that we use Knglish 
biscuit instead. A wineglass-fuU of milk coats a penny, and 
there is no such thing as cream in the country. Butter is 
brought from America, is excessively salt, and melts into oil oa 
the cask being opened. Bountiful as the climate is, it does aot 
afford one half of the common articles of food which one is 
ustomed to fancy indispensable at home. 
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Market-peDple — Deril Offerings — PleBsant Conntry Drive — 
Signal Stations — Afrioan SempstreeB — Petah — Colonial Arrange- 

ment of Fumitore — Cock-roBches — Freetown Noisea — Talking Shoea 

— Traielliiig Mercbauts. 

Febniary 5, 1841. 
One forenoon lately we drove round the road which encircles 
the base of the Barrack -hill, and I was much struck with the 
aspect of plenty, and, after a/osAion, comfort, which one part of 
the way presented. Each side was lined by little boofhs or stalls, 
if places may be so described where, for the most part, tlie mer- 
chandiae stands upon the ground close to its owners, who were 
squatted under low leuts, thatched with bamboo, or pai'tialiy 
covered with a tarpaulin. Othera sat beside the shade of ancient 
silk umbrellas, or were merely screened from the sun by trees ; 
every person being surrounded by oranges in tempting heaps, 
limes, pine-apples, bunches of bananas and plantains, and the 
enowy kernel of the cocoa-nut divided into small pieces for sale ; 
hlie* fvW of parched g;round-nuts," like coffee-berries in appear- 
ance, or, with the sJiell on, rather like almonds, which they 
slightly resemble in taste ; calabashes filled with arrow-root and 
ca^isada-slarch ; with many strange-looking condiments red with 
palm-oil, and carefully rolled up in large leaves. Othera 
seemed to sell only vegetables— such as yams, cassada, wild 
tomatoes, yahans or shalots, and different sorts of green leaves 
wbich the negroes put into their messes of couutry-soup. Then 
upon temporary tables formed of rough boards were set out 
articles of crockery ware — such as coarse delf plates, basins, and 
mugs, garnished by Dutch gilt case-bottles of liqueurs, bought 
at the sales of condemned slave-vessels and their stores. Kor 
were there wanting stands where pieces of cotton handkerchiefs, 
the commonest sorts of calico prints, blue and, white baft, and red 

* Aracbls hjpogica. J^H 
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laffeta (not silk, but thin twilled cotton), were displayed ; while 
new baskets of various farmsaiid sizes, calabash bowls, and earthen 
Tessela of country manufacture, were ranged amongst others con- 
taining dried fisEi, balls of foo-foo, poultry, aiid eggs. The greater 
iber of these native merchants were woiueu, too many of 
whom were but half-clad ; aod altogether they eeemed to be 
amongst some of the most uncivilized portion of t)ie people 
whom I had seen — their uncouth and savage appearance not at 
all bearing out the impression of comfort created at lir^t sight of 
■ich productions of nature by which they were surrounded. 
Some had disposed of their various eatables, and were wending 
their way homeward up to the moimtain villages ; others were 
proceeding along the road carrying on their backs children 
strapped there by means of a long broad cloth, which the mother 
held by one hand, while witli the other she led a second child, 
and on her head bore a heavily-laden bly. Beyond the Europeaji 
portion of the town the habitations are almost all low huts over- 
shadowed by trees, with little garden-plots in front. I observed 
in every one of these, a long upright poie stuck in the ground, 
■with a small red or white Hag waving at the head. These tiny 
banners, which have a most singular appearance flaunting l)eside 
every hut, are set up to propitiate the powers of darkness — or, in 
other words, as ufieriugs to the devil. 

Another day we drove round the race-course, and for a short 
nay on the road to Kissy, a village a few miles up the river, and 
where there is a hospital for invalids. It was scarcely possible 
to believe, from the wild and romantic nature of the view, that 
half an hour had brougiit us from the heart of so populous a 
place as Freetown, At each side of the road great loose maases 
of black rock lay scattered about in the tall grass, looking as if 
they had been flung down from tjie heigjits above in some violent 
convulsion of the earth. On the right hand rose the brow of a 
mountain, where the scathed trunks of tall trees, with their bare 
and extended branches, stood like spectres among the tracts of 
impenetrable bush and withered herbage ; wliiie a few green 
spots, round a low watch-hut (so rudely formed as to be easily 
mistaken for a heap of drietl grass), showed an attempt at culti- 
vation by the clearing of a cassada-form. To the left, the road, 
.narrow and steeii enough to try the nerves of any one else but a 
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Swiss mounlaoneer, wound close to the edge of a deep aad 
densely- wooded glen, carrying a noisy stream onwards, of which 
I could only eatch glimpses now and then, through an opening 
in the " bush," or at a turn of the road. The " bush " immedi- 
ately on its banks showed a profusion of what I fancied were 
enormous white flowers, but which are really broad, pale leaves, 
attached to the blossoms of a plant" common by the side of brooks 
In thi* country. From the lofty hills the aspect of the scenery 
gradually softened down to the calm and silvery river, with the 
forest and glittering sanU'beach of the Bullom shore, where 
several low green points of land running out into the water 
grew dim and indistinct in the dislance. We passed the site of 
Granville Town, the first free black settlement at Sierra Leone, 
and commenced (I tliink) about 1787, but afterwards wantonly 
^urnt down by the French in an attack on the colony. There 
something inexpressibly solitary and de.serted in the appear- 
of this piece of waste ground ; and, in truth, had it not 
for the groups of peojile returning fium market, it were 
possible nt some parts of the road to have imagined that we 
were in an uninhabited region, there beiug neither cattle nor 
cultivation within sight— not even a fence nor lonely way-side 
dwelling — no trace of tlie hand of man beyond the miserable 
watch-huts far above us on the silent and dreary hills. The sun 
was just setting as we reached town again. Every morning, as 
soon as it is poasible to see so far, I look eagerly up to tiie hill, 
where vessels entering the harbour are signalled, in hopes of 
seeing displayed a red flag, which denotes that the approaching 
sail is from the north, for then the liope ia still greater that the 
arrival may be from England. There are tu-o signal-posts : 
one at the barracks ; the other on a hill near Cape Sierra Leone, 
commanding a very esten»ive view, especially to the south. 
When the sail discovered is from tiiat ([uarter the flag ia white ; 
s «hip or barque is sliown by a ball liuisted above the flag ; a 
brig by one below ; a schooner by no ball. We have few arrivals 
from the south, excepting her Majesty's cruisers, or prizes taken 
by them for being engaged in the slave-trade ; but those from 
the north are commonly from England, or else returning here 
bina some of the rivers, laileu with limber for the British 

* MuioiDda glabra, ^^H 
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Shortly after daybreak the niimerous cries of Freetown 
Women and girls are seen flocking towards the market- 
:place, carrying on their beads a »ort of round basket, called a 
bly," containing frnit and vegetables for sale. Some have 
bowls heaped over with arrow-root; a greater number are laden 
■with lai^e round balls of dingy white, called " foo-foo," a 
common food of the natives prepared from cassada, somewhat in 
the same manner as flour is from potatoes, and which they cook 
with palm-oil. Here are boys bearing wooden trays covered 
«ver with little brown cakes, and crying out, "Who'll buy hoc 
ginger-cake ? " — there, girls shouting as loudly, " Agahdee ! 
who '11 buy sweet agalidee ? " (a sweetened mass of boiled rice or 
Indian com, rolled up in a broad green leaf.) Kumerons other 
and still more unintelligible names are shouted out by difierent 
people ; while men saunter along under the burthen of stone 
bottles similar to those which hold Seltzer water or ginger-beer, 
calling, with much the same perverted pronunciation as the 
London old-clothes men, " Fanih ivenh I" meant for palm-wine. 
I have seen one girl, apparently a sort of travelling pedler, her 
smart blue gown, yellow siiawl, and crimson handkerchief 
rivalling the plumage of a parrot, while about a dozen elfinf^ 
of as variously -coloured glass beads were fastened round her 
neck. From several of these hung small looking-glasses in red 
painted or yellow lacquered fiames; to the rest were attached 
papers of mother-of-pearl buttons ; and her basket displayed a 
tempting assortment of pins, needles, reels of cotton, pieces of 
tape, and brass thimbles. One hand supported her bly of precious 
wares, the other held skeins of thread, and more gay necklaces, 
which she kept dangling backwards and forwards with an air of 
tlie utmost satisfaction and tiiumph. 

The dresses of the various classes of natives differ widely v 
cost and appearance, some being merely enveloped in what the;^ 
call a " country cloth," a garment as simple as a sheet, and 
made of numerous strips of a strong fubric woven on the co. 
and then sewed firmly together. It is worn thrown over 
shoulder and under the other. The usual dress of women i 
gown of blue baft, or thin course print in a blue and white pat- 
of stars and stripes like the American flag. The better 
sort «ear pink or lilac dresses of finer calico, mid silk shawls. 
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Upon Sundays they evidently display their best suits. Old women 
walk out in wide scarfc of bright silk or very gay coloured cotton, 
and men's black hats above the handkerchief headdress: girls in 
white frocks of chequered muslin, and pale blue beaver hats ; 
others with a profusion of pink ribbon rounrl the common straw, 
or rather grass, liat; and the greater part shading themselves 
under silk umbrellas. I have not as yet seen any black women 
wearing shoes, and their gait is exactly that of a goo^e ! All 
delight in ornaments. Men wear bracelets, rings both on the 
fingers and in the ears, gienerally of silver, while amber and 
coral necklaces are quite common even on those whose garments 
are the most scanty. Some wild-looking figures come into town 
from the fiir villages laden with fagots of wood and bimdlcs of 
grass for sale, whose garments of country cloth are surmounted 
by an old frock-coat bought at auction, or perjmps a soldier's 
cast-off jacket, while their eyes glare out from beneath a red 
cap or shaggy sort of monkey's'skin wig. The costume of the 
Mandingoes, or Mahommedan negroes, is by far the most unique 
and graceful of ail I have seen here. It consists of a wide 
flowing mantle, gathered into a point above tite waist in front, 
and with loose hanging sleeves; very ample trowsers drawn 
full round the ankle ; a high peaked cap of blue cloth em- 
broidered in gaudy colours, or else of plain scarlet or white 
stuff. These men wear, suspended from their neck, an amulet, 
or, as they call it here, a " gree-gree," usually formed of a scrap 
from the Koran, hid in a mass of black paste or sewed up in 
small leather pouches. They have also rosaries, sometimes of 
common glass beads, or little balls of polished wood, with, in the 
middle, two or three larger beads of an opaque yellow stone. 
The garb that ranks next to this in being well adapted for a hot 
climate is worn by the Timraanees, who were the original pos- 
Eessors of Sierra Leone. It reminds me of an English wag- 
goner's frock, except in having no other sleeve than what is 
formed by the drapery itself Sdling down over the shoulders, 
settlers in the colony, and also IJie slaves that have been 
Hincipated here, who are termed " liberated AfricaiLs," assimi- 
e thdr dress to that of Europeans ; the wealthier sort wearing 
Sketfl, waistcoats, and trowsers of cloth, white duck, or blue 
" t (a tliiD flimsy cotton stuff, much in rec\ues\. a-TOOtv^i. >\a 
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r blacks), nith brood -brimmed straw hats tied round with black or 
coloured ribbon, or round smart cloth capa, while the ordinary 
apparel of domestic servants consists of a. while jacket, check 
shirl, and duck tmwsera. 

I have seen a few women with rather more intelligent coun- 
tenances and better figures than the great mass of the population 
here. These are the Jollofs, who are easily distinguished both 
from the settJers and liberated Africans by their height, com* 
manding mien, and peculiar dress ; a wide scarf, generally 
white, being thrown over the head, and allowed to fall in ample 
folds round the whole figure, something in the style of the 
Spanish mantilla, or the yashmak of the East. They are natives 
of the country to the south of the river Senegal, and many of 
them profess the Koman Catholic religion. 

"The different tribes in Freetown seem as numerous, and quite 
as jealous of each other, as the clans of the Highlands. But 
instead of the variously chequereil patterns which, in the tartan 
plaid or kilt of its wearer, distinguish a Stuart from a Macdonald, 
a Campbell, or a Gordon, the negro carries liis badge of nation- 
ality in his face, all of one tribe being marked in thesame manner 
by cuts or tattooing. On notes and messages being brought to the 
house, when I ask my little waiting-woman " who been bring- 
this? "it surprises me to be answered " one Akuman," "one 
Kroo boy," as the case may be, or by her saying " one settler 
girl" or " one Maroon woman " wants to speak to me, though 
the individuals she thus distinguishes may be personally unknown 
to her ; for, excepting the JoUofa and Mandingoea, all the black 
people seem alike to me. But it is by their national marks that 
she can so readily tell one countryman from another. It is oidy 
the Kroomen and liberated slaves who have the additional fea- 
tures of tattooed or carved figures upon their faces. The settlers 
and Maroons are totally different from all the rest of the com- 
munity of Sierra Leone, — hate each other cordially, and look 
down with utter contempt upon the liberated Africans, 

A young settler woman was recommended to me as a needle- 
woman, and she volunteered her services by walking, or rather 
sioiiiging, her portly figure unannounced into the drawing-room ; 
and, holding out her hand to be shaken, said, with a movement 

L leant to be a low curtsy, " I am the sewing-girl, marm 1 " 
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^Efwc was followed at res^pecifiil distaoce by lier attendant, and ■ 

arrayed in a gaudy- patterned gown, with high head-dress, \ 

gold earrings, and coral necklace, fanniug herself all the while 
with a handkerchief redolent with musk, so as to display the 
numerous silver rings which glittered on her large hand. She 
eame tn enter upon her duties next murning an hour or two 
later than had been fixed upon, and, af^er sitting for a short time 
in my dressing-room, said "Sun too hot here," and that she 
would like to go into the front piazza, where she amused herself 
by looking ont of the windows for about ten minutes between 
each stitch. About two hours earlier than she had agreed to 
work, she asked leave to "foldup"and go home for ihat day; 
to which I at once assented ; and seeing that a child of eight 
years old could have done as much in one hour as this professed 
"sewing-girt " in what she considered a whole day, I added that 
I should not require her to come back. 

Having given the same work to a black man to do, you can- 
not imagine how quickly and neatly he got on. But the history 
of this individual presents a favourable picture of a liberated 
African rising to respectability and comparative wealth by his 
own honest industry. Originally rescued from a slave-ship and 
emancipated here when a boy, he served an apprenticeship where 
he learnt, amongst other things, the womanly occupations of 
sewing, washing, and ironing. On becoming fr«e, in a manner, 

again, he entered M 'a service, where he was taught, 

although then a grown-up man, writing and arithmetic. That 
he made any progress in these branches of education at that age 
is B good proof of diligence and perseverance ; and his spare 
time always given to reading the Bible, his regular attendance 
at church, and constant sobriety and steadiness, evidence pious 
principles not always to be found amid even the most in- 
fluential members of the liberated African community. The 
country name of this man was " Petah," now civilized into 
■' Peter." and his own people, the Akus, pay him dne honour 
from the circumstance of his being a native chieTsson, It is 
pleasant to reflect that his application has contributed to raise 
Iifm to a comfortable competence ; he now holds a respectable 
litU e appointment suited to his abilities, which does not debar 
ft ttom working occasionally in his capacity ot la,\\OT>-^l 
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bis upriu;ht conduct has gained him the confidence nut only of 
Ills own class, but of many- persons of a higher grade, with 
whom he carries oa transactions in trade as a storekeeper and 
petty farmer. 

Some specimens nf African workmanship have been sent lo 
us, not common here, but made farther down the coast. One 
is a footstool of wliite wood, turned up at the ends, with four 
feet curiously cut out, and resting on a small pedestal, also 
carved round the edges. Another is a large round covered 
basket, shaped like a globe flattened at the poles ; it is extremely 
thick and strong, and is made of grass, dyed yellow, red, and 
black, woven into dice. The third is a small ornamented cala- 
bash, stained crimson,, with a pattern neatly and elaborately 
marked upon it, and at one end a string of roughly-cut gold 
beads to liang it up by. Our furniture has also been augmented 
by a country hammock, which is of native hemp, plaited iirmly, 
and dyed black. It is tastefully decorated with tassels of black 
and white. Some prettily-figured mats of split bamboo and 
woven grass add to the foreign aspect of the apartments, which 
generally in the dwellings of Europeans here are so little 
crowded mth furniture, that they look bare to the eye of k 
newly-arrived person, accustomed to rest on carpeted floors, 
papered and pictured walls, capacious window drapery, with — 
besides the usual indispen sables of chairs and sofas — tables 
covered with books and objets defanlaisie, including, amidst a 
myriad of ornamental articles, vases and pots of flowere. Wa 
have indeed no lack of couches and solas here,— they form the 
principal part of the contents both of inner rooms and piazzas. 
But wliile one sitting-room boasts of three or four sofes and otlo- 
nians, the number of chairs and tables is quite disproportionate, 
and cabinets and bookcases are rarely seen. Yet it is strange 
how soon we become reconciled to wliat at first may have ap- 
peared novel and even disagreeable. Already I see that the 
arrangement just described is perfectly suited to the climate, and 
leaves scope to walk up and down the spacious rooms with a 
sensation of coolness and freedom, impossible to feel where every 
step has to be cautiously threaded through a labyrinth of alter- 
nately light and massive pieces of furniture; occasionally a 
Uidsome mirror, in gilded frame, occupies one of the spaces 
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t>etweeii two of the many doors aiid windows wliich take off tlie 
bareness of a dead wall i and large lamps, or sUver candlesticks, 
under India shades, stand on a side-lable, but tlie damp and lieat 
of the atmosphere contrive to render the field of saloon arrang- 
ing a. yerj meagre one at Sierra Leone. Gathered flowers do 
not remain fresh above a few hours, and those growing in pots 
encourage mosquitoes. T was delighted the other day to see in 
a friend's drawing-room some seemingly un faded English flowers 
in a crystal jase ; but on examination found they made an arti- 
ficial bouquet, the red roGes being variegated by mildew into 
those of York and Lancaster, and the prelly sweet peas covered 

Sleeping apartments look particularly strange here, owing to 
the bedsteads standing out considerably from the walls, some- 
times even in the very centre of the ruom ; and their curtains 
being iio different in texture, and style of making up, from the 
heavy moreen or chintz used in a colder climate. One pretty 
form of curtain for an iron bedstead without posts or roof is 
made of a great many widths of leno, sewed up all round, and 
gathered in a sort of draperied coronet — like that on a French 
bed — to the very top of the ceiling, where the fabric is suspended 
from a strong liuok. Tlie boUom of the curtain is loaded with 
shot sewed up in tape, and hemmed all round, which, resting 
heavily on the ground, prevents the entrance of a single mos- 
quito. During the day it is lifted up, and being then doubled is 
thrown round one side of the bed-fmme. 

Our drawing-room boasts of a real lalJi -and -plaster ceiling in 
the form of a dome ; but few apartments here are flnished 
above, otherwise than by planks and beams painted while. One 
of the verandahs in every house of large she admits of being 
partitioned off into dreasing-roomn and bath-rooms ; while what 
is called " the pantry " is in fact a sort of servants' room, where 
tbey are constantly in wailing. The art of bell-banging either 
Dot being understood or not appreciated in tliis part of the 
world, little hand-bells are used, whose sound cannot reach tar; 
but, excepting those domestics whose business it is to attend up 
Btairs, none ever come into the house, unless, by-the-by, the 
Dpk once or twice o-day, to receive hia market and other direc- 
-cooks and their assistants, as well as liOTsemeti l^^ 
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glooms) and water-(!arriers, beinj here out-of-door servants. 
Kitchens are almost always detached buildings, and in some 
instance? mere grass sheds. I liave only once had a peep into 
I, the sole furniture of which seems to consist of an enonnous 
grate of the rudest construction. The cellar, which is on the 
ground-floor of the house, I have never ventured to explore, 
finding qnile enough lo superintend iu the store-room— in this 
climate a safer repository for cock-roaches than for anything 
else, despite all due care and precaution. They are very nu- 
merous in this house, and so lai^ that I have mistaken them 
for mice running along the floor. They are very destructive i 
nibbling the leather off trunks, tracing figures Id the same 
&shion upon boots and shoes, and quite as bad as mice for 
devouring sugar, candles, biscuit, and anything eatable, whilst 
their eggs cause a hole wlien deposited in paper, or fabrics of 
linen or cotton, as well as iu silk and wool, — to which stuf^ a 
sort of creeping moth is also a great enemy here. 1 hear much 
of the ravages of ants and oiher insects ; and a lady told me 
lately that it is no uncommon thing on opening a book to find a 
scorpion ensconced between the leaves. But, although at first I 
always dreaded encountering some venomous reptile or other, 
and in the dusk of evening have sometimes fancied one of the 
large iron hooks for fastening open the windows to be a cen- 
tipede, as yet I have seen nothing more alarming than cock- 
roaches and mosquitoes. I think tiiat with plenty of camphor 
put into trunks and wardrobe-shelves, and constant dusting out 
of drawers and corners, one might keep the moths and cock- 
roaches from doing much mischief, if it be not posnible to 
annihilate them entirely. But, unfortunately, servants here 
have no idea of sweeping, dusting, and keeping things clean ; 
and it is astonishing suddenly to find how much one's comfort 
depends upon these trifling menial duties, that seem done mecha- 
nically by an Enslish housemaid, yet which neither teaching nor 
directing will teach an A&ican houseman to do otherwise than 
most superficially. There is a strange medley of noises to be 
heard in the streets here. Not only have we the various cries of 
cows, sheep, goats, asses, pigs, and poultry at all hours, but in 
the morning a gang of convicts proceed to their work in a go- 
■vernment yard near our house, and the rattling of their chains. 
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with Ujeir harsh language — compared to which Gaelic or "Welsh 
is soft melody — jar wilh the stroke of hammers and hatchets, ren- 
dering it most unpleasant to remain in the apartments in that 
direction until four o'clock, when a bell calls the people from 
their laboura, and ttiat end of ihe house is once more lefl in 
quiet. But then in the street, at the other end, the practising 
of the militia band generally coraniebces, and you might fancy 
that a barrel-organ, or hurdy-gurdy somewhat out of tune, were 
playing under your windows, as the sable musicians favour you 
with nothing except the same hackneyed old airs over and over 
again. Immediately without the precincts of the court in which 
our dwelling stands, a poor madwoman lilerally lives under a 
magniticent orange-tree, and her frenzied esclamationii are most 
distressing to hear, especially if tlie nigtit be clear and beautiful, 
as the brighter the moonsiiine the more outrageous she is. In 
the evening, too, we have the everlasting tom-tom ; at times 
diversified by the ominous stroke of the Mandingo kettle-drum, 
& hollow booming sound, which, in spite of its sameness, some- 
how or other contrives always to convey to my mind the idea 
of dark deeds of savage and treacherous warfare. Then there is 
the dull inharmonious singing of the natives ; words such as 
" Yah ! — jnh ! — oh ! yat ! oh !" 

being repeated with little change for hours together. Occasion- 
ally we may hear a voice which, though rude and untutored, 
gives the impression ttiat its owner has also a correct ear, and 
leads me to suppose that amid the countless different tribes in 
the colony there are some individuals gilded with greater niu- 
Bcal powers than others, — for instance, the Timmanee airs 
which I have heard are all soft and pleasing in their wildness. 
But certainly the majority of the population seem to deliglit in 
uncouth, noisy, and what we should term ridiculous sounds. 
Having often heard that the American Indians, and other sa- 
vsges, possess a particular lightness of tread, I was quite dtnap- 
pointed to find that no such desirable grace belonged to the 
Freetown negro, whose shoeless foot on the uncarpeted floors 
falls like tiiat of an elephant. This heavy tramp gave way lately 
r people (a sort of civilized Krooman) to the loud- 
1 harslieBt creaking of slioes tliat ever waa heaid, »<i VW\. 
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his footstep on lie wooden stairs and long piazzas was as if a 
hundred of tliose little dogs and birds made to bark and chirp oa 
the principle of a pair of bellows as toya for children liad been 
set in motion at once ; and I was greatly amused to hear that the 
Diaii had actually tried on about half-a-dozen pairs of shoes — not 
to consult comfort as to their fit, nor yet to gratify vanity as to 
their appearance — but to find out which would make the greatest 
noise JQ walking, or, in hia own words, " whicii one can talkee 
good ;" as it seems the blacks all think that the loudness of their 
Btepadds to their own importance and dignity, and, consequently, 
disdain to wear slioes that do not creak. 

One evening, after heariiig my little damsel read her usual 
portion of lessons, and setting iier down to look at a book full 
of woodcuts, to her infinite delight, I opened the pianoforte, 
and was trying what efiect the voyage and climate had had upon 
its keys, when I heard the " talking ehoes " slowly and delibe- 
rately ascending the staircase. Instead of passing on to the 
pantry (here sacred to the liouse-servaats), the wearer, whose 
peculiar charge, that of the lower rooms, seldom calls for Lis 
presence up-stairs, stopped at the drawing-room door, and after 
a profound reverence advanced a few paces, bearing in his hand 
a sort of musical instrument, upon which, without uttering a 
single word, he began to play with much apparent self-compla- 
cency. He continued for some minutes not only beating time 
with his foot, but marking it also by a succession of measured 
nods, until I put an end to the performance by asking to look at 
the rude lyre, which he evidently regarded with great veneration, 
and with an aspect of most solemn gravity he placed it in my 
hands as if delivering up a valuable treasure. It was a simple 
triangle with a few strings stretched across, and gave not an 
unpleasant though rather monotonous note, I asked several 
questions respecting the musical instruments of his country, but 
received no answer that 1 could at all make out, further than 
tliat this little guitar, or rather harp, of which its owner seemed 
80 proud, " made fine noise too much." But the expression of 
his tattooed countenance as he glanced at the open pianoforte, 
though 1 liad not touched it afier his unespected enlmuce, said 
as plainly as worAa could, "Ah, white man may bring grand 
ti'iiff for make music, but black oue'a own oue gtawA ■east him I " 
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All the door» being usually left open during the day, the 
ignorant common people are very apt to walk into the house, 
and would go into every room unannounced, upon the vague 
pretext of having messages to deliver, or something to ask 
yon for; it is part of thi^ Krooman's duty to prevent such 
Tisitors reaching farther than the first landing-place. Native 
merchants are constantly bringing things to sell : our table-mats 
of dyed grass are of their nianu&cture, and I have also got a 
tidy little work-basket of the same material. Sometimes tijey 
bring leopard, monkey, and otter skins, but oflener the live 
animal itself is ushered into the piazza : a chimpanzee, quite a 
young one, and very ugly ; a mangrove monkey, prettier than 
the generality of the tribe; bush-cats, brindled grey creatures 
with long pointed fox-Hlce noses ; and beautiful wild doves, with 
glossy purple and deep blue plumage, and soft bright eyes, have 
all been severally offered for rale, making quite a little mena* 
gerie in tliemselves. 

These country merchants try to impose upon strangers, gene- 
rally asking double or treble the real value of their gni>dfi. A 
story b told of one of them offering a pair of miserably lean 
fowls at some most exorbitant price to a European gentleman, 
who said ironically that tlie black man asked too little, and 
surely meant double ttie sum lie named ; he, lielieving " maesa " 
was quite in earnest, refused to part with the fowls except at 
the higlier price, and, after trying various places in town with- 
out meeting a purchaser, at last plodded homewards, carrying 
his lean poultry with liim, quite unconscious that the person he 
had at first applied to had been merely trying to shame him out 
,t cheating. 
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LETTER III. 

Removal to a Motmlain AboJe — Reasons for preferriog Ite Country to 
Town — African Modeof conTejing Luggage, &e. — Difficnily of obtaia- 

■ ing Female Servants — Coral and Amber Orniiments — Negro Molhers 
and Danghtera — First Tornadoes of llie Stason — Roofa of Houses — 
Palm Cabbage — Sow Sops and Sweet Sops — Pawpaw Trees — Gonrd 

April 5, 18-11. 

We are now preparing for our departure to an abode which, 
viewed from towu, seems built on the very face of the moiintidna. 
Their towering summita form it dark and striking brickgtound 
to the white object, whose windows gleaming in the evening 
Bun betoken it to be a house in that wild and solitary situation. 
Some people tell me I shall find it unpleasantly cold during the 
rainy season up there, but that seems rather a novel idea in this 
latitude ; others say it will be an unbearably dull residence, but, 
indeed, I think it will prove to me less so than Freetown itself. 
Here we have nothing except the usual drive of an afternoon, 
through the same formal streets, past the same line of huts and 
gardens, until we reach the Sierra Leone " Hyde Park," other- 
wise the race-course, where seeing only a few pale faces and 
languid forms, instead of a cheerful and animated multitude, 
gives a very desolate impression, despite the natural beauty of 
the scenery around. Tliere is one peaceful- looking little bay, 
twin-sister to the one at which we landed, the two together 
forming the race-course peninsula ; but tjiat whicli I speak of 
now, is fringed all round with mangroves, green and beautiful 
.to the eye as a margin to the silvery water, but from their 
well-known habits of accumulating mud and creating miasma 
not very agreeable to the mind. Here are usually lying one or 
more broken-up condemned Spanish slave- vessels, from which it 
has received the dreary name of Destruction Bay, and those 
dismantled vessels add to the deserted appearance of the place. 
2'IiEij one cannot explore when driving q'iiet\'j si^jii^ to ^ wa- 
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i, and I suppose it would not be deemed quite comme ilfaul 
e Sierra Leone capital to spring out to examine every flower 
or plant tliat attracts notice, I therefore delight in the prospect 
of going into the country, besides that this mounlain dwelling is 
ID one of the healthiest localities in the colony, being considered 
above yellow fever range. 

Nothing can equal the quiet way in which a removal of resi- 
dence is conducted here, although in a fasliion so different from 
that to which we are accustomed. Tliere are no such things as 
carts, waggons, or even hand-barrows in the place, except those 
which are dragged through the streets by the convict chain- 
gang ; and even tliougli there were sucli modes of conveyance, they 
would not avail in removing furniture, &c. to our new dwelling, 
the road being too steep and narrow to admit of any sort of 
wheeled veliicle. Every tiling that one person is able to carry 
is borne upon tlie head. On a wheelbarrow being sent out to 
a gentleraun here, notwithstanding tlie jproper way to use it 
was shown to his labourers, they actually preferred lifting it 
up, whether empty or laden, and, putting] it on their heads, 
inarched on under the burthen quite contentedly I To protect 
the head they use little cushions of twisted grass, straw, or 
leaves, called '' catlas." A handkerchief, apron, or any kind of 
rag is employed when nothing else is at hand ; and I suppose 
that besides acting as a defence the "catla" enables the bearer 
to poise his load better. Unwieldy articles, such as casks, are 
filung upon poles of bamboo, which then are rested on the 
shoulders of several persons, wliile very large pieces of furniture 
* are carried simply on the heads or shoulders of as many as are 
required to bear the weight. I have seen twenty people bending 
under one long and heavy packing-case ; but, indeed, three or 
four black men together will scarcely carry as much as a single 
porter in any town at home. Our servants and work-people 
come in parties, lift up the trunk or box, which has only to be 
locked to be ready for tiiem, and walk away at leisure. Tables 
and chairs need no matting nor covering thrown over them; 
they are taken up as carelessly as if merely to be conveyed into 
the nest room. 

I know you will laugh wilh me over some of tti«nvw« yciwso- 
, . yg^ences attendant ou domestic arrangements vti 'Owa liwoaw^. 
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The little wtuting-womau wbom I meotioued some time ago, 
Boon became weary of sewing, reading, and learning to be tidy 
in her habits, which in so mere a child was not at all remark- 
able. I therefore sent her back to school, and having got another 

few years older, found that she had little idea of doing any- 
thing except loH at the opeu windows, talking and laughing 
to the passers by, or gazing at the refleetioii of her smooth ebon 
complexion in the panes of glass when the ca^iemeut was fastened 
back on the dark wall. There being no class of persons here 
corresponding to that which in onr own country supplies us with 
female domestics, the difficulty of getting any sort of woman- 
servant that can be of the slightest use to a European lady may 
be ea.'dly imagined. The descendants of both settlers and Ma- 
roons, undoubtedly the most civilized portion of the black com- 
munity, show a great ditrinclination lo employ themselves in 
active work, and apparently consider anything in the shape of 
a menial capacity as utterly beneath them, I should think, 
this ridiculous kind of pride must owe its origin to their not 
exactly comprehending the distinction between servitude and 
slavery ; and also because they have no inducement to work, at 
least for themselves, most of them having been able to obtain the 
newly emancipated children as apprentices, which poor little 
things become for a term of years if not exactly slaves, some- 
thing not much above them, to those who meanwhile leave their 
own &milies to tiie full indulgence of the most idle and slothful 
habits. Not only the children of settlers and Maroons, but 
even those of liberated Africans are brought up much in the 
same manner. " Colony-born children," said an old black nurse, 
to me one day, whilst trying to impress me with a favourable 
opinion of apprenticeship, " no love for work, all lazy too much ; 
but King-yard child good for work ;" advising me in the same 
phraseology to apply for one of the recently liberaled children, 
and train her up ; adding that such were apt to get attached to 
the femily to wliom they were apprenticed, and take interest 
enough in all its ccyicerns to become faithful and willing ser- 
vants ; whilst on those who had parents or friends in the colony 
no dependence could be placed, as tliey generally turned out 
dishonest and unworthy of trust. 

TJiis iwman was a Maroon, and, unlike what her people are 
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usually represented in disposition, was botli pleasant-tempered and 
kind-liearted, with a passion for ornaments I never saw equalled. 
A necklace of lai^ rough pieces of coral, another of smaller 
beads of the same bright aubstaiice, one of oval lumps of amber 
nearly as large as a hen's eg^, and sundry strings of variously- 
coloured glass beads, appeared by turns round the feerchiefless 
and wrinkled neck, and were exhibited no doubt as a mark of 
riches. Not that such decorations prove wealth in this country 
more than elsewhere, as my washerwoman comes in a chain appa- 
rently gold, to beg a few pieces of sugar for a sick child ; and 
one day a poor girl came, asking me to give her needlework to 
do, wearing a pair of earrings thai would have lookeii well 
amidst the glittering trinkets of Howell and James. They re- 
sembled those of Indian or Chinese workmanship, and had been 
made somewhere on the coast near (he Gambia. 

Dinah, the laundress, notwithstanding her predilection for 
gold chains, is a highly respectable and very inteUigent liberated 
African, living at Regent (a mountain village iive or six miles 
from town), wlience she comes every Saturday morning with her 
attendant damsels, laden with the baskets of clothes, and is at 
our house so early as sis o'clock. Understanding from the same 
lady who recommended this woman to me that the children in 
the country distriots are much better brought up in every way 
than those in Freetown, I commissioned Dinah to look out firf 
another servant, and accordingly she brought a nice tidy-looking 
young person, who, besides having been at school in the mountain 
villages, had been in the service of a European fiimily before. 
She was accompanied by her mother, who could speak scarcely 
a word of English, but seemed, nevertheless, quite pleased at 
the arrangements made ; and as the girl herself worked very 
neatly, read remarkably well, and had some activity (a rare 
quality with a negro, I can assure you), I congratulated myself 
on having at last obtained so efficient a " help." But she had not 
been three days in the how>e when Dinah came hack with a very 
lugubrious countenance, followed by Eliza's mother, who, as they 
both entered my room, immediately commenced a long " palaver," 
using at the mme time strange gesticulations, accompanied by 
aa cb sentences as these : — •' Looka, now, maMwifeN'" wIviiessiR'^ 
^Kfe "looka, ma piccan ! she maheaiii" ^kivwiVitiSf \iev \«i»6. 'SQ. 
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iier brow as sbe spoke), " slie ma fool, ma good foot " (beitti 
on the floor at these words) ; then stretching out her long' bare 
I, and making some rapid movements with tlie skinny Angers, 
le nm hand." The interpretation of all this was tliat Eliza, 
when at home, thought, went messages, and worked for her 
mother, who, liaving already repented giving up the services 
]ier daugliter, was now resolved to Iiave her back. 

In great distress at tiie caprice of her neighbour, Dinah said 
she knew of another girl, who wished to be taken into a I 
ropean family, and would come to nie at once ; therefore nest 
day this second and younger mountain maiden was duly intro- 
duced bj her mother, a (all wild-looking woman, with a baby 
strapped upon her back, and whose appearance was altogether * 
romantic that I felt as if about undertaking to train up the child 
of a wandering gipsy. 

The heralds of the "rains" have already made their appear- 
ance, our iirst tornado of the seasou being on the evening of the 
17th ultimo ; it was a slight one, but the next night there n 
another, followed by rain, which not only found its way through 
the roof of the house, but also through the boarded ceiling of 
my room, giving the uncomfortable sensation of being on sh 
board and having " shipped a sea." 

The wood-work in this climate shrinks so in the harmattan, 
A the first shower almost invariably discovers leaks to ex 
even in roofs which are kept in the best repair. The tops of 
the different sorts of houses are quite remarkable outside for 
their variety in colour and material. Government offices and 
the lai^e buildings originally erected by Europeans, and gene- 
rally inhabited by them, are slated. The next class are covered 
in with sliingleB, small flat pieces of hard wood, either made 
a particular sort of tree that grows here, or obtained from 
'America. These, when tarred all over, at a dbtance i 

ily be distinguished from slates ; but wlien left exposed 
I weather, shrivel and shrink, and turn up at the edges like 
my Boal lop-shells, giving to the roof a very irregular and 
whimsical appearance. The small frame-houses are either 
shingled or simply boarded, whilst the lower order of buildings 
are thatobed B-ith grass, bamboo, or various leaves gathered ii 
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I have lately seen the palm-cabbage, whicli I think one of the 
strangest and best eatables that Africa aHbrds. It is notliing 
less than the heart of a tree, the st«m having to be cut down 
ere it is possible to obtain the delicacy itfelf. This is a large 
odd-looking substance, and at first I ima^ned the donor had sent 
us a piece of fat while veal (about as great a. rarity in this 
place), when a closer examination showed it to be a vegetable, 
presenting a mass of young folded leaves bo closely wedged 
together, that until boiled they were hardly discernible. It 
exactly resembles, when raw, fresh green peas, and in that 
state is often used as a salad or pickle ; but when boiled lias 
a &r more delicate flavour than a common cabbage. I have 
also to tell you of the " sour-sop,"" a large unshapely fruit, 
green on the outside, and all covered over with short blunt 
points. Inside is a white pulp, in appearance somewhat like 
cotton steeped in liquid, very acid, with a strong flavour of black 
currants, and comprising numerous little divisions, in each of 
which is a single long-shaped brown seed. There is anotlier 
8peciea,'called " sweet-sop," ■!■ much smaller than the other, and 
prettier looking, hut of a more insipid taste. It is not unlike a 
broad fir-cone in form, but tiie rind is purple, or in some varie- 
ties greenish, and seems coated with crystallized sugar. 

One of the commonest trees of tlie negro gardens is the paw- 
paw: it is of rapid growth, and has a very slight spongy trunk, 
ringed like that of the palm. The fruit, which when ripe is of 
a bright yellow, or rather orange-colour, and about three times 
as large an a swan's egg, is attached by short footstalks to the 
stem itself, round which it clusters very thickly. Europeans eat 
it with black pepper and salt, but I do not think it at all good, 
and fancy it has a poisonous taste. Indeed, previously to being 
placed on table, incbiuns are mode in the rind to allow the 
escape of a glutinous and milky liquid, which is considered un- 
wholesome. 

Tile leaf of the pawpaw-tree is an ingredient in the soap made 
by the natives here, and which is sold in round brown balls in 
the market-place. There are few things I see carried past by the 
black people prettier than the shining gouriA \esse\B, ¥sowvft lA 

^^L ' Annua sevegaJeDsiB. 
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tbem are of a. bright polished yellow ; olhers are stained red, I 
and carved in grotesque figures, and they are of various etzes ; 
some being quite email, serve as drinking-cups ; others, again, 
are Dearly a yard in diameter, and are used to carry water in, or 
(instead of basketa) aiTowroot, cassada, starch, fruit, &c. They | 
are all very light and hard. Some are shaped like a rotuid flask i 
with a longish neck, and do duty as bottles : so you see this 
country is bountiful to the natives, even in supplying them with 
vegetable bottles and bowls ! 
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LETTER IV. 

Pureness of the MoimUin Air — B'irde — Objecls in keeping a Joaraal — 
Palanqain Travelling — Sierra Leone " Unsh" — The House on llie Hill 

— Sanriee — Mahommedan Cftll lo Prajera — Ants in tlie Store-room — 
Cocoa-nut Trees — Gunyas — Magnifioeut View — Grass-fielda — Mount 
Oriel — Flowers — Locusts — Ked Ants — Coffee Shmbs — Bng-a-bngs 

— Larder auil Cupboard Econotoy — Talipot and other Palms — 
Momiog Scenes and Sounds — Mango Trees — Bamboos — Bermudn 
Grass — Lizards and Sualies. 

Aprils?, 1841. 
We came up to our new and very solitary habitation about three 
weeks ago, and as yet I like it infinitely better thaii Freetown ; 
it ia so much cooler and more pleasant every way, despite the 
steepness and difficulty of the ascent. The house is not so large 
as the one we had in town, hut this is rendered of less conse- 
quence by the surrounding atmospliere being much purer tlian 
that ill Freetown. 

Birds of every colour are for ever flitting past, and though 
their notes want variety, they are far from being unmusical. 
The humming-birds, scarcely larger than humble-bees, with 
plumage of green, blue, and purple, haunt Ihe graceful boughs 
of a tamarind tree close to my room windows, and flutter round 
the scented yellow blossoms of a wihi acaeia that grows near 
the house. T))eir song is lively and quick, and they dart about 
in the sunshine with a merry rapid motion. One large grace- 
fully formed bird, of a sober brown hue, with black crested 
head, is always to be seen amongst the orange-trees. Its note 
begins at daybreak, and is very cheerful. 

Another chants in a plaintive strain the name "Theodore! 
Theodore! " from morning till night; whilst the cry of one that 
b continually heard, but never seen, is so like that of a turkey, 
as to cause me often to fiincy that the tame turkeys wliich were 
inwi^t us ftom the Gambia lately have wandered into the 
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easily become liabituated to what we see every day, 
that I have begun to note down at once, journal-wise, whatever 
I think would interest you to learn about this cowntry, lest when 
a ship suddenly appears ready to sail, the detail of little home 
matters that are apt to eng^ross most of our thoughts, may leave 
no time to spare for descriptions of outward objects, whose 
aspect may already have become familiar to myself. 

Extract from Journal. 

April 8M. — We lefl Freetown yesterday afternoon. M on 

horseback, but baby and I in a lai^ and comfortable palanquin, the 
'sliding doors of which were kept as open as possible, bo that whibt 
we received the benefits of the sea-breeze I had also a view of both 
sides of the road. We soon lost sight of stone and lime build- 
ings with shing^ied or slated roofs, for huts thaicheU with grass 
or bamboo ; almost all Iiaving piazzas iu front, upheld by rough 
wooden posts, and open except within a few feet of the gromid, 
where they were either hoardeil up or wattled and plastered over 
with red mud, as the other sides of the dwelling might be ; the 
Bpaees left for windows seeming to answer tlie purpose of chim- 
neys as well. The inmates were seated on mats spread out in 
their small enclosed courts, and seemed busily engaged at their 
suppers, which apparently consisted generally of fruit and fish. 
As our path became steeper, the huts gradually became more 
scattered, till we left tbem, their spreading trees, and waving 
little flags far behind, and began to ascend the mountain by a 
rude and narrow way traced amid bolated black rocks, and 
overhung by the thick branches of that lusuriant " bush," 
wliicii seems low and insigniHcant when viewed from a distance, 
because its denseness prevents its height being seen ; though 
most of its trees might vie with those of twenty or thirty years' 
growth at home. Many of these boughs were clothed with 
leaves, glossy and bright a£ laurel, but four or five times larger 
than a common laurel-leaf; while climbing plants, bending 
down under the weight of their magniliceut tufls of red, lilac, or 
■white Sowers, seemed wreathed round every individual stem. 
it was strange to see those beautiful blossoms, which would be 
prized as rare specimens in England, hidden and choked up by 
tall grass and heaps of withered leaves. Pine-apples grow 
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Binongst the bush here,as weeda do in hedges; thdr long spiked 
points met my eye in every direction, and mimerous were the 
tempting clusters of shining berries of various eolours and simpes 
that loaded the boughs skirting l.lie path, always »ieep, in some 
places evea dangerously so ; till we passed the side of the liill, 
vhicb, cleared and planted, with coffee, rises like a wall on one 
hand, while a false step on tbe other would at once precipitate 
the bottom. At length a small patch of table-ground 

>kened that we had reaclied the summit. 
a cantering sort of pace the bearera bore the palanquin 
under the shade of some fine orange-trees, and set it down 
ill the open ground piazza of a building, whose winding outside 
staircase, projecting eaves, and strange sloping roof, reminded 
me, on a lar^ scale, of the imitation Swiss cottages you see at 
watering-places or in the suburbs of lai^e towns in oiir own 
country, whose inhabitants (dear people !) always seem to imagine 
the style of architecture of other lands to be better than that of 
their own. On entering a small low parlour, with arched 
windows and door in substantial stone walls, it appeared that our 
dwelling rose phcenix-like from the ashes of another, literally 
standing within the ancient foundation of wiiat had once been a 
structure nearly twice as lai^e as the present. 

The orange-trees, under wliieh we had passed, were rich in 
fruit, but it was too late.to commence the novelty of gatliering 
it from the branches myself, as we had scarcely time to make a 
few rerjuisite arrangements and drink a cup of tea, ere it became 
dark. It was strange to see, from the front windows of our 
mountain residence, the widely scattered lights of Freetown so 

down beneath ; while the barking of dogs, the singing and 

;hing of the natives, and the beat of ilrums, were mellowed 
comparative softness as they rose out of the valley below 
and blended with tbe floating notes of the evening bugle from 
tiie barrack hill. At t!ie back of the Jiouse all was gloom and 
solitude. I could see only a dim dark outline of hills and trees. 
No soimd came from that quarter except the jarring screech of 
the night-hawk ; no light gave sign of human habitation ; though 
a continued bla^ of fire in several places on the distant mountain 
tides showed that the burning of " bush " before the " raina" 

Dot yet completed. 
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In town we had no ^jdual flawn, but this morning, on throw- 
ing open the Jalousied ehuttera of the windows looking to the 
it was quite enlivening to see the daylight stealthily break- 
ing over a hill higher than this one, and separated from it by 
B deep ravine, which, with the low ground, waa yet lying in 
misty shadow. I waa struck by hearing a shrill wild cry re- 
peated several times, and seeming to come from the plain 
beneath. This was the Mahommedtui call to prayers ; and the 
fiirm labourers, who had been sitting in groups under the orange- 
trees, now prostrated themselves before the rising aun ; for not- 
iritlistanding there are here so many ClirisCian missionaries, con- 
Btaut and zealous in their labours amid the people, the false 
religion of Mahomet numbers amongst its proselytes no incona- 
deralile portion of the liberated African population. But there 
v>as no lime for moralizing. One servant had to be despatched 
to market, and the others set to a^ist in arranging the furniture, 
Ac. ; while the little girl, in great delight at being onoe more 
among the mountains, whenever her young char^ slept, darted 
out to pluck fresh limes, which site ate as you would an apple, 
only (lipping them first in salt 1 The workpeople, ten or a dozen 
in number, were employed in improving the approach to the 
house ; but, although under charge of a head man, a grim-looking 
figure of above six feet in height, with close-titting scarlet cap 
a la Mandingo, they seemed every one more idle than another, 
uid kept up so constant and loud a conversation in their bar- 
barous dialect, attended with so many oratorical attitudes, aa to 
give the idea that they were engaged in some grave dispute. 

M went to town early, and ft>eling somewhat solitary, 

tlius hemmed in by hills and ravines, not even a native hut 
being within any reasonable distance, I locked the hall door, 
which, as it is of glass, enabled me to see before opening it who 
wanted admittance. But I discovered that the store-room was 
more exposed to assailants from wilhin doors, meat, bread, sugar, 
and fruit being alike overspread with ants of two kinds. One 
species is dark brawn, very small, and rather slow in its move- 
ments ; tlie other black and agile : both are harmless, but pro- 
a source of some annoyance, as they have to-day 
triumphed over my most ingenious methods to prevent their 
attacks upon the milk-jug or sugar-hasin. Our Iowa residence 
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was quite free from such little pests as these insects. Once or 
tnicB only I noticed there a few minute red ants, which from 
their creeping pace I Uncled were blind, but they never seemed 
to eat anything. The smallest kind here, is the most audaoioiu ; 
cold water is not exempt from its invasions; for, observing 
large dark ball on the siir&ce of a glasa of water, 1 perceived 

to be a masB of anls, while a band marching in single flie up 
side of the glass added fresh numhers to the floating and 
struggling heap. The other species appears lo confine itself 
mostly to sugar, and when a itoise is made in its vicinity, makes 
a nimble retreat. Between attending to various domestic matter* 
of the same novel character, and looking at the extensive and 
beautiful view, the day has passed quickly. 

The cottage is built on a ridge so narrow, that the ground 
slopes at both ends with precipitous abruptness. The brow of 
the hill is witlun a few paces of the front parapet ; up this bold 
and nearly perpendicular acclivity is cut a narrow and perilous 
path, sometimes preferred, on account of its being so much 

irter Ihan the main one, which winds up one side of this 

iriously-shaped mountain, and cornea in at the back of the 
There, only, the ground is level for about a hundred 
ascending then into another hill, covered with "bush," 
and crowned by a few lofty old trees. In the evening we pro- 
ceeded along the level path, which is shaded by orange-trees, 
and by one line cocoa-nut-tree, whose feathery branches sweep 
the ground, ad it has not yet attained a great height, though 
in full bearing. This is the first time I have seen the nut grow- 
ing; and the flower, somewhat resembling a tall full bunch of 
ripe ears of wheat, with both young and old nut in their 
polished green cases ell hanging at once from the same tree, has 
a peculiarly rich effect. 

The flower and young fruit, which is but a miniature of the 
full-sized one, are protected by a coarse gauzy canoe-shaped 
covering, which fulls ofl* as the nut ripens; and I tiiink the 
natives must have derived their ideas of weaving cloth from the 
appearance of this fibrous substance, which is exactly like a 
strong but thin stuff. 

The n«xt tree which attracted my attoitioa vaa the guava.* 
• Paldum pjriffe: 
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It ia very plentiful liere, has a eoarse-lookmg leaf, and str^^lingp 
way of growing'; ita boughs, with their smooth dun-coloured 
bark, stretching tbemselves out, like so many lean and idle arms. 
Ita blossom alone is pretty, resembling that of the medlar. 

April 9lh — Ushered in another fine fresh morning'. I feel 
the air here quite bracing afler that of Freetown, and the water, 
especially in the morning, is delicious from ita extreme coolness ; 
but a draught stUl more refresliing is obtained from the cocoa- 
nut. Cocoa-nut milk is best when transparent as spring-water, 
which it always is, while the kernel is yet a snow-white jelly : 
as this hardens, the fluid becomes white, lusciously sweet, and of 
course diminishes ia quantity. When the nut is gathered just 
about sunrise, this milk is so very cool as to be esteemed quite 
a luxury. To-day the view has appeared still more beaulifiil 
and magnificent than it did yesterday. From the front windows 
Freetowu looks as if marked out upon a map on a gigantic scale ; 
and although there is sameness and formality iu the long straight 
streets, crossing each other at equal distances, yet the irregula' 
rity of the different buildings, embowered as they all are in trees 
— the ships constantly in tlie liarbour^ — the Bullom sliore with its 
shining sand beach and perpetual verdure — the broad blue sea 
stretching out till bounded by the horizon — form a relief to what 
miglit otherwise be considered lame and wanting in variety. 
Between us and part of Freetown, the barrack-hill, with its 
crowning range of lofty buildings and smooth esplanade, rises up 
in grsasy simplicity. Upon the esplanade stands what was once 
a raartello tower, originally one of the defences of the colony, 
and from which the locality of the barracks is generally desig- 
nated " Tower Hill," We are now so much above even this 
high hill, which while in town I used to class amongst tha 
mountains, that we can .see over its head, as it were, several 
others of the broad regular streets leading down to the harbour; 
at the west side of which (forming in this panoramic view a 
strikingly different object from the bold eminence of the barrack- 
hill) stretches out a wide flat peninsula, rich iu all sorts of 

bush," and called Kiug Tom's Point. Indeed from Cape 
Sierra Leone upwards, the coast is beautifully diversified by 
little green promontories, shady bays, and lake-looking creeks; 
for by the peculiar rise and lall of the ground, one of these, 
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when the tide is full, appears like a. slieltered inland lake, and 
the rivers on tiie BuUoni shore in several places do Ihe same. 

But tlie must remarkabk feature of all is the mixture of cul' 
tivation and wildnesa. To the left we overlook one or two farms 
belonging to Europeans, and laid out in the neatest possible 
style, with their nicely-cut lime hedges, vineyards, gardens, and 
pleasure-grounds: while close to these bright, clean, and oasis- 
looking spots, on one side rise the great lone hills, and to the 
other lie wide blealc plains destitute of tree or bush, and calleil 
" grass-fields," although in reality they are but low flat rocks 
tbiuiy coated with bad poisonous gross, which no cattle will eat. 

The grass-thatched huts of the suburbs and Iriliuiari/ villages 
of Freetown, spread as they are over the plains, form in them- 
selves another very striking feature in tlie prospect, looking like 
a multitude of hayricks disposed in formal lines amidst a green 
plantation. The lull on our right rises up very abruptly, 
shutting out the view of both river and opposite shore. It is 
much higher and still more difficult of access than this ; altliough 
were a plank (could we find one long enougli) fiung across from 
our windows to the corresponding height on the other side, I 
think I could run across in five minutes. I call the liill " Mount 
Oriel," though it ia commonly known by the name of some one 
of tiie individuals who have resided in the now uninhabited 
house, that still amidst a few old fruit-trees upon the flat summit 
stands in well-defined outline against the sky. 

The view from the l)ack of tiie house is of the same mountainous 
description, while the road to Regent and other villages ascends 
oat of the deep hollow to our left, and gradually winds upwards, 
until hid by the hill next above this one. Beyond it again we 
see the bleak lop of Leicester Mountain, aa well as that of the 
Sugar-Loaf, another real mountain, and the identical peak that 
struck me by its lion-like shape on looking at Sierra Leone from 
the sea. It is not merely the highest, hut the only hill in the 
colony that rears up its lofty liead in all the frowning and solitary 
grandeur of dense dark forest. 

I have really been very idle to-day, doing nothing except 
wandering from one window to another to gaze on the beautiful 
pto^peut of bollt land and sea which lies spread out before me. 

Utbe evening we took anotlier short walk, and it seemed 
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inge to see those trees and plants, descriptions of which 
ave long ago read with wonder and interest, actually gro' 
'ore my eyes ! not pining in a holliouse, hut blossoming u 
their own native sky ; wliilat besides those whose names are 
&iniliar, some of which I have seen in conservatories, there are 
here many others totally difTerent from any I ever read or 
heard of. 

One tree, of by no means insignificant height, with dark green 
and curiously- veined leaves, is loaded at present with « fruit 
called "monkey apple;" "monkey plum" would be a more 
correct appellation, as it resembles a nectarine more than an 
apple, being about the same size and of a bright yellow, streaked 
ob one side with crimson. It is surprising how the orange and 
lime-trees near the house have attained to so great a height, 
and continue to flourish aa they do, on a soil apparently com- 
posed of black ferruginous rock, great crags of which overhang 
the brow of the hill, lie scattered about in all directions, or 
raise themselves up like rough-hewu pedestals for the statue of 
some spirit of the mountains. The place appears to have been 
much neglected, for except that the top, and part of the steep 
aides of the hill, have been cleared and planted with coffee, 
there are no recent marks of cultivation. The luxuriant monthly 
rose, a solirary and rather dwarfish fig-tree in front of the house, 
with a low hedge of a lai^ yeliow-flowering cactus all round 
the top of the parapet-wall, some plants of the purple trumpet- 
shaped marvel of Peru," or "four o'clock flower" as \fe call 
it, and the brilliant-hued Indian ahot,t form the only visible 
attempt at artificial adornment. Yet we do not want for flowers 
— they perk up their gay briglit faces on all sides ; some, pretty 
lowly things, others, large handsome blossoms, more properly 
flowering shrubs. Garlands of a beautiful pale lilac coo volvulus 
twine over the loose masses of rock, and festoon their crevices 
from top to bottom, or climb up the long grass, giving a lively 
bloom (o its brown and parched stalks. The sensitive plant, 
with its delicate pink blossom and shrinking leaf, grows in great 
abundance; and one flower, not imlike the common dog-rose, 
runs along the ground in the same manner and almost as luxu- 
riantly as the water-lily does over the surface of a pond. 

L • Minbilifl jalapa ? f Canna inc 
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iWbat vre stautl most in need of in the way of improvements 

paths, lliat we may walk without having to thread our way 

rough tail grass and brushnoud, at the risk of startling a 

ike at every step. As it was, we disturbed nothing more 

than locusts, numbers of which were leaping about 

upon the leaves and amongst the grass. This particular species 

ilegantly marked in green, black, and yellow, with greenish 

.nspareut wings. Alany of the trees as well as the bush are 

ited too with large red ants, that make their nests of the 

Clusters of these glued-up leaves, covered over with 

leir industrious tenants, banj| from every branch, disfiguring the 

unfortunate tree more than can be described. The waspish 

nature of the insects themselves deters me from making a minute 

e^iamination of their houses, which seem to be very ingeniously 

conslmclefl. When one of the nests receives a sharp thrust 

from a walking-stick, the ants sally forth in great wratli, and 

rome march determinedly up to the top of the aggressing cane, 

icing their soldier-like disposition by sundry sharp bites on 

hand which conducted the attack. The bite is not venomous, 

so painful as the sting of a bee, yet it is severe enough ; 

woe to the adventurous climber who ascends an orange-tree 

)nliabite<l by these ants, for in an instant he is assailed by them 

in myriads I They are evidently injurious to vegetable life, as 

whatever tree or bush is loaded by their nests is sure lo look 

sickly and pining. Much of (he coffee appears thus, although 

some of it, especially near the house, is pariicularly luxuriant 

and beautiful. It is kept low likeashrub, but if permitted, will 

attain a considerable height : it has a knotted and gnarled trunk, 

rough white bark, and, when the tree is healthy, a bay-like leaf 

of a rich dark green, 

several of these white stems traces of what I am 

as the country people here call Ihera, 

-bags ;" and on others the fresh earth-covered ways, like 

the surface of the trunk, tempted me to make an opening 

o observe the insects within, and what a commotion it 

jted amongst them. Instead of running away, they stop short, 

i»e who were on before turning boldly back to see wiiat is 

matter, and then, as if by some freemasonry amongst them- 

[ves, they instantly begin lo repair the roof of Ibew gaXVerj 
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with an order and regularity quite aatonisljing. They are round, 
&t, pearl-coloured little creatures, and either canuut see or have 
iuvisible eyes, very different in appearance from the red ant, with 

angular body and two great, staring, vicious-looking eyes. 

\Ot/i. — I iind, to iny cordial satisfaction, that there is a way of 
keeping ants from sugar and sweet things, by placing the pro- 
hibited article upon a plate of lime-juice, allacids being carefully 
eschewed by the formica in general. Sperm-oil, also, these 
insects shun. 

Our sunset ramble was longer than usual this evening, and I 
felt as if I had met two old friends on coming suddenly on 3 
quantity of ferns and another plant, or rather " busli," that is 
exactly like a nettk, except in being stiogless! I looked down 
upon the gracefully brauching foliage of the first — a stalk of 
which being neatly cut across showed the representation of the 
royal oak within — and then on the despised, familiar leaves of 
its coarser companion, and a vision passed before me of glad 
home-woods and dingles with their ferny brakes, and old gr^ 
ruins, whose roofless chambers were choked up by tall thick 
nettles. I looked up, and there stood tlie desert palms, tossing 
their long leaves in the fresh sofi breeze that swept across 1 
western ocean ; and was amused to think that even a momentaTy 
charm could be thrown round so ill-fkvoured a weed as a nettle ! 

There are several young date and other palms dispersed over 
the rocky summit of the hill ; but the most remarkable of all is 
a talipat. Its leaf is exactly like an enormous fan, the folds of 
which, separating at about four feet from the centre, taper into 
spiked points of perhaps four feet also in length. From these 
broad and singular-looking leaves, which are stiff and hard as 
thin woeden boards, hang long fine fibres, used as thread by the 
women of the interior. 

The thickness of trunk which marks the palm when young, 
would in any other tree be deemed out of all proporliou to its 
height ; but the regal crest which surmounts its massive stem, 
renders this tree perfectly symmetrical, even when not above 
ten or twelve feet high, whilst the chevaux-de-JrUe, formed by 
the old leaves, is not only curious, but ornamental. The Co 
parison may seem a very ignoble one, yet I know not how 

more fiimijiar idea of most of our young palms indi- 
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vidually, than by Uesiring you to fancy a giant whisat-sbeaf, 
slightly spread out at the base to enable it to stand upright on 
the ground. 

We passed one or two large bare mounds oF earth, that look 
remarkable in a place which, save where it is solid rock, is one 
field of rank vegetation. These, it seeras, were formerly colo- 
nies of the " bug-a-bugs," and are constructed of mould prepared 
by the insect citizens, bo as to be entirely free from seeds or roots ; 
and years may pass on, and still these deserted heaps remain, 
resembling the little polato-bina round some humble cottage at 
home — except where a few stray seeds, sown by the wind, spring 
up in a coating of lowly flowers or plants of a more aspiring 
height. On coming to one coffee-tree with part of its stem com- 
pletely hid under an earthen case, which bespoke the industry of 
the tiny insects within, the noise of our approach gave rise to 
wliat was, I suppose, a sort of warning to the busy community, 
being a sound something between a loud Idling and the ticking 
of a watch, wiiich was distinctly repeated several times. On its 

ceasing, M struck the ground with his walking-cane, and 

immediately the hissing began again, the earth under the path 
being evidently fuU of these insects : one or two covered ways 
leading to the coffee-tree seeming to be only entered from below 
ground. Tlie " bug-a-b«gs," troublesome as they prove when 
they get into the wood-work of a bouse, without doubt are bene- 
ficial to trees in clearing away any dead bark or branches ; and 
in a climate like this must be useful in assisting to remove de- 
cayed v^etation. 

12th, — In the morning, the coolness of the bracing mountain 
air enables me to occupy myself in household matters, which, 
however, do not debar me from observing the glad, bright, 
busy aspect of everything out of doors. A band of labourers 
are clearing and making walks ; and often as I pass by (he 
open windows do I wonder at their progress, not as yet com- 
prehending bow M manages to direct the operations of 

people who can scarcely speak, far leas understand, a word of 
English. One or two go out to cut grass for the horses— them- 
selvea half hid by the tall bunches which grow up so luxuriantly 
DD the farm. A tliird is seen at a di.^tarice, emerging from the 

ine, poitiing on his head a bucket of the clearest wa,t.«i,^ 
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whose surface, lo prevent splashing, float a few leafy twigs, 
a piece of wooii sliaped like a St. Andrew's cross, which 
the same purpose ; and if it should strike one side of tlie bucket, 
warns the bearer to preserve a more equal balance. The goaU 
are quietly browsing amongst the coSee, aod the kids ekippiDg 
and bounding from one huge stone to another. Birds and but- 
terflies of the gayest hues sport amid the orange and lime 
branches; lizards glide about with a sly yet rapid motion 
basking in the aun on the parapet wall. From the bush 
many a strange wild note, that tells of the more timid birds it 
Bhelters in its tangled shades ; while louder, though more distant] 
from the winding mouolain-path beyond, the laugh and shout 
of human voices reach the ear ; and even without the aid of ft 
glass I can count the groups of figures descending to mariiet 
with their laden baskets of fruit and vegetables. 

The afternoon is another pleasant period of the day, and that 
in which I have the best opportunity of examii ' 
door objects. I noticed this morning that a shower of rain had 
cau^ many of the coifee-shnibs to send forth their white stel- 
lated blossoms, and the house was filled with the heavy perfc 
resembling that of an English bean-field, which the sea-breeze 
wafted in at the open windows. But on going out in ' 
I found the trees despoiled of their transitory glory, the pet^ 
of the flowers lying like snow-drifts beneath. There are several 
mango-trees on the grounds, but none are in blossom this Beoson. 
I think this the most beautiful fruit-tree I have yet seen 
colony. Its bark is rather rough, and of a very light browa 
shade. The leaf is nearly a foot long, and grows so richly 
quite tohidetheformof the smaller branches, so thatatadiiilance 
you see nothing except a beautifully rounded mass of foli^e, 
supported by a straight and well-proportioned stem. 

One very distinguished looking object among tlie many 
strange and interesting which surround our new abode, 
clump of bamboos. These tall tapering eaues, fringed with twigs 
beaming a narrow, pointed, willow-like leaf, are constantly ia 
motion. Bven when scarcely a breath of wind stirs abroad, we 
hear a creaking and rustling sound amidst fheae stately aiv 
gracefully -bendiiig reeds, which can be compared to nolhinf 
else than a colossal plume of ostricli feathers lit to deck a stil 
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more enormous helmet Ihun the encliatitecl owe of the Castle of 
Otranto. The grouud beneath the bamboos is perfectly clear, 
like what it ia in a plantation of olii Scottish firs; and an open 
space being made in the centre, with an entrance at one side, 
tiiey form a natural arbour, which at all times affords a pleasant 
shade from the sun. 

The insect chorus, which commences at sunset, seemed louder 
than us)ial to-night, and 1 peeped into several crannies of the 
dilapidated remnant of tlieold house to try and discover a. cricket 
that sang out so shrilly from its covert that it sounded like the 
note of a good-sized bird. But I saw nothing except a stray 
giajsahopper or two jumping among the remarkably pretty grass 
with which the ground adjoining the house is partially overgrown. 
It haa a small delicate-looking blade, and is called " Bermuda 
grass," but instead of growing up like other grasses, spreads out 
much iu the same manner as strawberry plants do, forming a sort 
of tiiick matted work, that although, as at present, somewhat dry 
and withered up, still feels sofl and springy under the foot like 
a Persian carpet ; wliile here and there over the parapet wall 
one of the long wiry stalks streams forth in the wind, or clings 
closely to the old mossy stones, as if trying to clasp their cracks 
and crevices together with its strong climbing fibres. This old 
wall id a &vourite retreat for lizards, of which there seem to be 
several kinds, though I have onlyas yet observed two particu- 
larly. Those of one species are called " cundoos," and are of 
different sizes, with heavy awkward gaits and clumsy bodies, but 
brightly coloured in purple, yellow, red, and blue. They are 
voted very harmless, whilst a smaller and prettier kind, of an 
unvarying grey, and with a snake-like head, bead-like eyes, long 
tapering tail, and very rapid movements, is said by the blacks to 
bite venomously as a snake — of several of which reptiles 1 have 

had occasional glimpses since coming up here. One that BI 

shot close to the house was exactly like the thong of a whip, 
and of the same grey shade as the little lizards. Another larger 
one, that some of the servants killed, was banded black and lead- 
colour. I have got one or two snake-skins that were found in 
the bnsli ; they are fine and brittle like paper, and are marked 
in a rt^ular netwark-llke pttern. 
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LETTER V. 

nighi of Loraits — Noxious Eibalations — Ride lo Mount Oriel — Boiued 
Cotmg* — View of Bnllom Shore — Solilary Grare — Saagh Roads — 
Dntiy MooDlsio Sceoerj — Salntaboiia of the Xatives — Slrao^ At- 
mospberic Pictnre — Flying Ants — Mason Bees — Oat-doar bnprore- 
menu — Plants — Speomeu of Jiegro Intellect — AcqniremeiilE of 
Female £>Dnie£tics — Isles de Los — Suigaice MoDntains — Leopard's 

Extracts from Journal. 
May \sl. — This forenoon, which was exceedingly hot, my 
attention was roused by a ^niullaneous shout from our iMi^anls 
and fann-laboureis, while froai the low ground a similar cry arose, 
accompanied by what sounded like the beating of native dnuna. 
On looking out, I saw apparently a thick cloud of dust coming 
down the hills and moving rapidly towards the town. It was a 
flight of locusts ; not the green and black one^, which are yet 
too plentiful in our " bush," but the real migratory locusts. I 
was not surprised at the looks of dismay with which this sudden 
appearance was greeted by our people, one of whom exclaimed 
in a truly pathetic tone — '' Ah ! day make hungry too much in 
dis country ! hungry too much ! " whilst he and his fellow- 
servants created the utmost possible diu, Jingling the lids of 
saucepans and kettles, beating upon lai^ tin jars, and shouting 
to prevent, if possible, these destructive insects from settling 
on the grass or orange-trees near the house ; thotisands of them 
fell as if exhausted, and were speedUy pounced upon by the 

These locusts are very large, with substantial bodies, and four 
brood extended wings ; tlieir colour is a sort of yellowish brown ; 
they are not half such disgust iog-Iooking things as the other 
locusts, although certainly I should not suppose them to be, as a 
yotmg black lail declared, with much emphasis, '' good, good, 
L fried in palm-oil ! " They made a shrill whirring iiobe as they 
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flew along', but where they came from we could not ^ess. I 
noticed in several places beneath, the living clouds suddenly dis- 
appearing, and theu as suddenly rising to renew tlieir flight, until 
I lost sight of them altogether : some must have winged their 
way across the river, as I saw many of the dust-coloured masses 
hovering above the water. 

And now it is evening, and we have just had a heavy tor- 
nado. When the ruin somewhat moderated, 1 went to the 
piazza windows, and, heedless of the strong land wind, watched 
for a long time the grand and beautiful appearance of the sea, 
illumined with purple and blue-looking lightning. Tfie peals 
of thunder at first shook tlie very house ; but it has now rolled 
to a distance, and the coolness of the air after the storm is per- 
fectly delightful. 

At first when the rain conies down, the smell from the earth is 
excessively unpleasant, and, as I should suppose, unwholesome : 
like that arising from stagnant water and decayed vt^table 
matter. Though every window is shut as close as possible, this 
detestable smell penetrates even into the inner rooms ; so that 
oQce or twice at night, when there has been no wind, I have 
been aware of there being a light shower, by the strong earthy 
odour which accompanied it. To-night the violence of the wind 
has wafted aK'ay all traces of this noxious exhalation, and indeed 
I feel quite strengthened by tiie benelicia] influence of the tor- 
nado. The heat in this climate induces a feeling of laasitude, 
even when there has been no exertion; and I do not think it is 
possible for any one in healthy, happy England, to understand 
bow easily one becomes fatigued here witli the very slightest 
bodily effort. 

Srel. — Yesterday evening, in the course of a very lovely ride 
which we took to Mount Oriel, a strange scene presented itself. 

Amid old orange-trees dying from neglect, a tail remnant of 
a lime-hcdge, choked up by wild acacias, guavas, and clamber- 
ing bush plants — witii the burnt stumps, withered and leafless 
branches of other trees, appeared a detached gable-ended build- 
ing with rent and broken walla ; and beyond it a pavilion -roofed 
cottage, in a state far more drearj' looking than a complele ruin, 
' Viriog^i I suppose, to all the outside work of the house being of 
The boarded sides of its low piazza were clean auA 
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bleached by exposure to llie weather, w}iile through the open 
spaces, where doors and casements hud formerly been, the white- 
washed walls seemed fresh and out of character with the mosa 
hich carpeted the flagged floor of the verandah. But clean and 
Bolid Ba the woodwork appeared, most of its planks and posts 
ere mere honey-combed cases, liaving been deslroyed by bug- 
bugs, so that the lap of a finger broke through the shell of 
paint, tiiat caused the building all the tinie to look so deceit- 
fully solid. 

From under a broken flag at the threshold of one of the inner 

apartments, a young pine-apple shot forth its pointed purple 

leaves ; while lizards darting up and down on the wails, and 

spiders weaving their webs between the decaying rafters, seemed 

to dispute the territory with a few bats, wliich fled from their 

hiding places on our approach. Across what had once been the 

jpal enlrance, a beautiful China-rose is grown up to the 

lof, and some flowers of the Marvel of Peru, mingling with 

nk grass and unsiglitly weeds, had just opened their eyes to the 

';ernoon sun. Clusters of the scarlet and orange " Pride of 

.rbadoes,"* and the African lilac, looked bright amid all the 

loneliness of this deserted habitation, and with one or two bunches 

of a sort of climbing lily, whose long bright crimson petals 

streamed to the wind, bore evidence that there had once been a 

time when both care and taste were expended on the place, 

although HOW a clump of bamboos and several mango-trees in 

rfull ieaf are the only things evincing no traces of neglect and 

Jdecay. 

A broad platform covered with high grass intervenes between 
the house and the overhanging brow of the mountain, and along 
this piece of table-land we proceeded—the view to the right de- 
lighting me by its tranquil yet magnificent beauty. There lay 
the wide SJerra Leone river, studded with green and lovely 
jjslands, and dividing its waters into two or three diflerent 
ihes, which stretch into an interminable tract of wooded 
and apparently fertile country ; wliile immediately beneath us 
the race-course (on which we could distinguish one soliiary park 
phaelon and about three equestrians), the many little bays on our 
OWD side of the estuary, several villa-like mansions, with thek 
Poai-iana pulcherrimB. 
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cultivated grounds, formed a pleasing contrast to the vast con- 
tinent beyond, where, as far as the eje could reach, nothing was 
to be seen except forest and jungle, among which partial glimpses 
of creek and river shone like so many embowered lakes. 

Tlie chain of Mils extending up t!ie river shut out any nearer 
view of the branch that flows round, as it were, by their back, 
and forma tiiis side of the peninsula; but above their lower slopes 
we could still see far into the interior, where a curiously-shaped 
I'ange of mountains rises like some immense tumulus. Riding a 
few paces downwards on the left, I came upon an object wiiich 
from my windows Lad seemed to be an old g^te off ils hinges, 
standing against a stone near the foot of a great plam-tre«, but 
which I now discovered to be a wooden paling surrounding a 
single tomb, formed by a built-up mass of stones roughly plastered 
over. It is tliat of the gentleman who last lived in the now 
deserted house, and who shortly before his death desired that his 
remains should be interred in that wild spot — probably chosen by 
liim from being more suitable fur the resting-place of a member 
of the Church of Rome, and the subject of a foreign realm, 
than either of the two burial-grounds wliich form features in our 
everyday view. The black people regard this tomb with some 
superstition, from the fact that, notwithstanding the numerous 
times the brnh and grass in its vicinity have been set on fire, the 
wooden paling round it has still remained unscathed by the 
flames. The sight of this solitary grave, and the desolate aspect 
of what had once been a cheerful dwelling among its orciiard 
and gardens, brought some rather gloomy thouglits into my mind ; 
atid tlie sun sinking into the glittering sea, waruing us how lute 
it was, we left the melancholy-looking place to its solemn still- 
ness, and commenced our ride homeward. 

4(A,— The new walks, bo far as they go, afford comfortable 
rambles, wliile some of the old tracks on the farm — including 
that coming up in front of the parapet— have been given up aa 
the strangest breakneck inventions ever devised by man's inge- 
nuity. I ventured yesterday upon one rougher than the stony 
bed of a river, and for steepness resembling an old-fashioned 
flight of steps more than anything else. You may think this 

wien on exaggeration, but indeed you never saw such. ruv.W'j 
I they diguil^ by the name of roads la tiiia eo'^nVi'^ , \n 
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tlie danger of which the horses here are in geaeral very 
badly broken in, and appear ignorant of all paces but a lazy walk 
or a furious gallop, 

The road to liegent merits more praise. Nothing can obviate 
its precipitous nature, but, being the Queen's highway, bands 
of workpeople, under the superintendence of a constable, are at 
certain seasons put on to keep it in repair, and it is therefore a, 
very tolerable path — always excepting one or two places, of 
which you can have a pretty correct idea by imagining upon the 
ridge of a hill, or the chaunel of a stream, some dozens of huge 
barrels laid endwise across in rows, anil then spread over with 
sand firmly trodden down. 

To-day we ascended this road of " ups " and " downs." A 
few flowers bloom among the grass by the wayside, and there is no 
lack of verdure, any one leaf of which, taken individually, would 
be a source of interest to nte from its novelty. One tree, its own 
branches almost destitute of foliage, was wreathed round by the 
etems of climbing plants, that, hanging dangling down like real 
ropeg, had quite as whimsical an appearance ; but there is scnrcely 
anotherlivingtree on eithersideoftheroad, although naked trunks, 
charred and broken at the bottom, rear itp their skeleton forms 
ill many places, or lie hacked by axes amongst the grass and 
brushwood — the sole vegetation, to which repeated burnings have 
reduced the hills that, but ten or a dozen years ago, were dark 

»with the shade of magnificent trees. Not a hut, not even a 
patch of cassada-ground, appeared near ; but the presence of 
several wild-looking cows and frightened siieep betokened that, 
though " all unseen and all unheard," there were other human 
beings besjdesourselvesamongthemountains. Indeedafew minutes 
longer would have brought us in sight of some of the villages, 
but darkness sets in so suddenly in this country that we found 
there was no time left to prolong the ride. So taking another 
look of t!ie scenery, which presented a picture of dreary grandeur 
it is difficult for words to pourtray — ihe seal of silence and soli- 
L tude stamped upon its every lineament, from the bareness of the 
I completely cleared hills in one direction, and the riotous growth 
F cfthe low ujiderv/ooA in another— we turned back again. The 
bird's-eye view was veiy fine, and 1 \ooVod \(\a\SviVV'5 over the 
tfeep-blue wateia fn hopes of espying a bW^ m &e noiftv, \«rt, 
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no such welcome object gleameii on the horizon, although, creep- 
ing close in-shore from the south, a low black-hulled schooner, 
with sails of the purest white, suddenly appeared beyond Wilber- 
■force Hill, and sweeping boldly within the dangerous Carpenter 
Bock (which lies between Signal Hill and the Cape, and at 
high-water is marked but by the curling breakers), glided round 
the shelving promontory like a graceful seabird j but whilst I 
expressed ,my admiration of- tjiis beautiful little yacht-like craft, 

M. ■, more skilled than myself in the rig of a vetisel, told me 

she was nothing else than a slaver. 

The Cape itself appears low and level from the height at 
which we were this evening. It is not visible from our windows 
here, being screened by a higher headland called Mount Pleasant. 
We met several country people returning from Freetown j and I 
was much amused by the invariable salutation of " How do, 
maamie?" which was addressed lo me alike by old men, women, 
and Utile children. Yet I was struck by the extreme quietness 
of every thing around, so different from a home escursion, even 
in the most unfrequented rural district ; and although wJiere one 
of the lonely mountain-sides showed perhaps two or three spots 
of a fresher green and somewhat uniform shape, I tried to fency 
them tiny patches of turnips or potatoes reclaimed from "among 
the heather," there was nothing lo correspond with the idea. 
On coming within view of our own house again, the smiling 
plain below still open to our gaze, the house so strange and 
solitary, perched on the very pinnacle of that oddly-shaped hill, 
so unlike the social dwellings which shelter our fellow-creatures 
in the Sierra Leone capital, I_felt more than usual what a com- 
plete out-of-the-world place our present habitation b, eight hun- 
dred feet above the level of the sea. 

7(A. — The weather presented a most remarkable appearance 
this morning. A lead-coloured mist hid the top of the Sugar- 
Loaf mountain entirely from view, and gathered dark and 
gloomy on the range of hills to our left. Tliis mass of black 
rain-clouds moved onwards, gradually obscuring the horizon : sea 
and sky seemed to meet, and the whole firmament became over- 
(ast. Still tlie storm did not reach the town, but apparently 
ipended its fury on the water, though a. aXvo-flW l^ '^(b<\^&^ \i\ 
of the streets. But while liiia dense, -Mel ^(i^Nn*aw!*A *oii%e. 
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and land, as if it would sn^llow them boUi, Utrowing a 
ghastly sliadow over every object, the sud's rays contrived to 
penetrate through an unseen opening, and caused part of one 
of the creeks, and a patch or two of the river out near the Cape, 
to glitter with a cold g\asij aspect — not the bright fervid look 
usually given by sunshine, but a most uncelestial gleam : the 
black hovering mist, with these white spots on the water, forming 
Bltog:ether a more extraordinary atmospheric picture than it is 
poesilde to describe. 

After I had wondered at this appearance for a. short time, the 
rain came like a deluge, Iklling over the long eaves of the house 
in actual sheets of water, but did not continue violent above 
' twenty minutes : a small drizzling rain followed, and then it 
entirely cleared away, leaving everything looking more fresh 
and green ; the sun broke out with meridian splendour, and, aa 
suddenly as the locusts did, appeared u>me millions of trans- 
parent'winged insects, buzzing round the tops of the orange-trees. 
Then what a cliirping and chattering amongst all the birds on 
the hill, as they fluttered in the branches and wheeled in the air, 
darting upon and destroying myriads of these insects, some of 
which were large black ants with a most disagreeable odour, ea 
powerful, that although in the inner rooms, I could instantly 
> detect when one flew into the piazza ! I oHien see on the freah 
earth of the walks individuals of this species, but in an unwinged 
state, many of them more than an inch long. The blacks say 
these ants have rather a venomous sting, but as their peculiarly 
dii^ustlng scent is increased tenfold should tliey unfortunately 
chance to be trodden upon, I am inclined to think it is also a 
means of defence. 

Nor are tliey the only winged creatures that take a fancy to 
our sunny piazza. I do nut know how many mason-wasps have 
built their mortared cells gainst its planked roof. There are 
numerous kinds of these wasps. One is a warlike creature fully 
two inches long, with a very hard head and strong hooked pro- 
boscis. It is rather richly clothed in yellow and black, and 
has a double sting. Another lias its head and trunk separated 
from the rest of its boiiy by a ligament no thicker than a horse- 
M/r. ani} h rather a handsome insect, with its long slendei; 
'ra/at, primrose-coloaTed legs barred v;\t\i XiVatV, wvA AatV-Wv 
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shiatQ^ wiogs. A very large one of tlie latter sort makes its 
nest of ibe same substance as the common British wasp, but 
differently constructed, a cluster of perhaps ten to twenty hexa- 
gooal cells being attached to a stalk made by the insect, and 
hung from under a bruad leaf, or it may be fastened to a roof or 
against a wal!, as are the curious earthen bouses of the other 
bees. 

10(A. — The improvements in the way of road-making get ou 
Tfery well, considering it is hut for au hour or two before break- 
fast that M has leisure to look after the workpeople, 

Already, by dint of clearing and weeding, the place has assumed 
a different appearance from wbat it had when we first came up. 
Although wild and solitary in the extreme, still it is a sort of 
tidy wildness and cheerful solitude. Tall, ugly brush-weeds no 
longer disfigure the velvety plats of Bermuda grass ; and all other 
grasses {of which there are many sorts) are discouraged from 
approaching the house. Any very pretty Howbt, however lowly 
in aspect or uuknowu in name, is carefully left in whatever 
situation it chooses to adorn ; or, if a great favourite, care- 
fully transplanted to bloom under tiie windows, where one very 
delicate and beautiful little specimen, brought from places where 
it abounds on the farm, is planted round a huge country basket, 
over which twines, with much grace, the small feathery leaf of 
sofl pea-green. Beyond the front parapet, on the very brow of 
tlie hill, growing among great blocks of stone, is a date-tree, 
planted long ago, though still of humble stature ; the leaves of 
which are of a bluish-green, and narrower, stiffer, and less ilense 
than those of the oil-palms. Kext to it appears, as if springing 
from the ground, a bunch of lance-like leaves, with a highly 
polished surface, and of a beautiful green : these belong to a 
young dragon's-blood tree,* the stem of which is as yet hid. 
There are a great many of these trees in the colony ; they are 
commonly planted in rows at either side of an avenue, and 
present a strange aspect with their tall, slender shafts, and 
crowns of stiff-looking leaves, that grow from the trunk like the 
boughs of a palm, except in branching out into two or three 
tufts, which t!ie palms never do. The fruit, \v\\w\v i^'Cafex 
mbles in sJia^e ani/ a/ipearaijce cherries of a\»rv%\\\iCiTa.\i^'a 
* DraciEna ? 
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I haogs in thick clusters, and when ripe greatly sets off tlie dark 
I glossy foliage. 

I observed to-day, growing on one side of the path here, a. 

I tail spreEiding plant, with broad palish green leaves of a eoit 

I texture, each divided into seven sharp seg^nente; and bearing 

[ little round bunches of three-celled nuts, covered over with blunt 

I prickles. This is the Paluia Christi,* and its leaves are used 

by the blacks as an excellent soothing application for bruises. 

14lk. — I have been greatly amused lo-day to discover that I 

m not the only individual who keeps a sort of journal up here. 

1 found upon the broad window-sill of the dining-parlour, which 

sundry marks showed some one had been using as a writing-table, 

a small stitched boolc lyiug open at a page headed — 

" "Wednesday, April 7th, 1841.— Come up to hill. 
April 8th, „ Bought a pig ;" 

whilst the opposite page was written over in pencil, with what I 
concluded, from the glance I threw over the manuscript, to b« 
the directions for laying the cloth, and the proper mode of plac- 
ing dishes upon table at breakfiist and dinner, which I gave to 
one of our pantry-servants on his first coming. The diction was 
L really most laughable ; the handwriting, on the contrary, very 
I good. Yet with all the apparent intellect evinced by making 
F this memorandum, I almost invariably find my fork placed at the 
right side of my plate, and knife at the left; the cloth, instead of 
being put on straight, every day actually laid bias upon the table, 
while all dishes are set angularly before ua. 

1 am now very fortunate in having Iwo female domestics — the 

good, clever nurse-maid, w!io was spirited away from me before, 

to be her mother's " foot, hand, and head," having l)een brought 

back again by the old woman herself. But they are very different 

L indeed from people of the same pretensions at home, which is 

1 not wonderfiil, since those who do not think it beneath them to 

' go out to service, have never, except when at school, seen any 

less savage mode of life than tliat which prevails within the mud 

walls of their parents' grass-thatched huts. 

One of my handmaidejis having obtained leave to visit her 
fiends tip in the mountains, returned with the humble message 
B * Riciuus Afr'icanuB. 
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that " her mother was to be married again iu a mouth, and said 
that I must make ber a cap to wear on her head, and a lace 
tippet like ray own for her neck, to be worn on the grand occa- 

This woman is not singular in her penchant for European 
fashions, for the old Maroon nurse one day begged in the most 
earnest manner that I would make a dress for her the very same 
shape as one of my own ! The request proceeding from pure 
ignorance, I did cot like to mortify the good woman ; so replied, 
that although I could really not spare time to wahe Ijer a dress, 
I would try and cut one out for her, provided she brought me 
the materials. But whether the rhetoric of some of her more 
enlightened sisters of the sable race rendered her aaliamed of 
having asked such a tiling, or whether she was liurt by my re- 
iiisal, I cannot tell, never having seen her since. 

Certainly great pains must be taken by the teachers at the 
different schools, for these girls read very well, pronouncing the 
Diost difficult English words with perfect fluency. Yet it is 
astonishing to me that they Mnderstand so little the meaning of 
even the simplest sentence. I try to make thero comprehend 
what they read, by explaining its sense in the broken language 
used by themselves ; but though the youngest seems as if she 
would in time learn to exercise her mental faculties, tlie other 
appears to think tliat it is quite enough to be able to read, and 
shows no desire to be more learned than the iamous pig which 
knew ils letters. 

The old-fashioned acquirement of darning seems never to 
have been heard of here — at least I have not yet seen any negro 
woman who possesses it ; but all the girls who have been at school 
can mark very nicely, and pique themselves highiy upon it. 
On inquiring what a young person who offered herself as an 
assistant to the others could do, in hopes of finding one instance 
in which I might not have to go through the tiresome routine of 
teaching tlie most trifling and common-place household employ- 
ment, I was told that she could " mark," in a grave, proud tone, 
that fully proved the importance in which the attainment was 
held i and nothing else was added to the list o? \ict c\tt!i\^ca.'CvKi&- 

Aerisbed piece of Snery with them is ati apxon aft. Acme wet 

yop}er etitch, nitli verses of hymas and texts tiom. \Xw^-W«i 
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bordered with many a elraoge hieroglyphic and device meant to 
represent birds and beasts, houses and trees. Even their priiited 
cotton Btiawls, and common gowns of coarse ball, have ae an 
ontameol upon them the name of the owner elaborately worked 
at full length. 

16lk. — We had a strong land wind last night; and I was quite 
astonished this morning by the brilliant clearness of the atmos- 
phere. The many headlands on the opposite shore — forming 
the entrance into some of the rivers, and stretching fiir towards 
the north — were entirely divested of ihe shadowy haze which had 
softened iheir outline during the dry season ; and tlieir white 
beach, and red bank above with its green trees, shone so vividly 
I distinct, that were such a landscape represented to the life in 
a picture, its colouring would be deemed unnatural. Beyond 
it distant point — which looks like a long, high wall, curb- 
ing the ocean — I could see Tamora, one of the Isles de Los. It 
rises abruptly from the water, and reminds me of Palma, of which 

i had a glimpse in passing the Canaries. These islands are 
eeveuty miles off. Formerly we had a garriaon there ; but the 
utuation was found to be more unhealthy than even this place, 
and now they have no European residents. The name is cor- 
rupted from the Portuguese, Ilhas dos Idolos — Islands of the 
Idols — given to them long ago on account of the paganism of 
iheir inliabilants. 

I But they were not the only variety in our view this morning. 
The usually flat-looking Bullom shore displayed a magnificent 
background of mountains — those of Saogaree. Thej run up 
from the sea into the interior in a range of separate hills, broken 
into steep rugged clifis ; then after a space ascend in a continuous 
slope, and at the highest point abruptly termiuale in this remark- 
able shape — 
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With lite ghss I could distingmsb Aal ttvcj Me covered with 
f, and the bluff precipice seema to tave a.\)\a.tV totVi '(■ik£,%. 
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Thia lofty mountain -chain and the dislaiit island at first appeareil 
of the darkest and richest vioiet hue, far surpassing the deep 
azure of the water from which the latter rose, and even that of 
the heavens, though more brightly blue than I ever saw before 
in this climate. But as the forenoon waned on, the outline became 
feinter and feinler, until it blended with tlie floating masses of 
clouds which gradually rose up, and, as it were, expunged both 
island and mountaiua from the sky; so that ou riding over to 
Mount Oriel in the evening, the view was not more extended 
tlian it had been before. 

We have always one green and rocky islet in sight, lying out 
from one of the nearest points on the oppnsite shore, to which it 
is joined by a sand beach at low tides. It is called Leopard's 
Island, but I know not whether any animals of that name have 
ever been found tliere, any more tlian lions amongst these hills. 

The natives say that a demon lives on this pretty little isle, 
and nothing will induce them to pa^ a night there. It seems 
that a party were onee driven from their canoes to take shelter 
during a storm either under a large tree or in a cave, on the 
dread spot. The tree ot rock, as it was, fell during the niglit, 
dragging; a portion of land with it, and burying the poor blacks 
beneath ; and of course so unfortunate an occurrence has rooted 
the superstition r^arding Leopard's Island more deeply in the 
minds of these ignorant people. 
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^^^B ChUDgc* in lite Weatlter — Sul in the Offing — Anchoraf? Loealitieg of 

^^^1 difkrcDl Ve»eU — The Middle Gronnd — Anxiety for Home Lettere — 

^^^H Ship from England — Caimtrj Vegetables — Nsdoual Kthes — MnnD- 

^^H &ctiireof Cajeoue Pepper. 

I GESD you a few pages from iny little diary, by which you will 
Bee that the weather, since the date of my last letter, lias changed 
very much, so that often of an evening the rain prevents my 

I going out to ride or walk. We have tornadoes almost every 
night. Upon the days preceding these storms it is always hotter 
than at other times, and with tittle or no sea-breeze. ' Some 
idea may be formed of the intense power nf the sun when I 
tell you that the oiled flour-cloth waa spread out on the grass 
at the back of tlie house the short time it was being measured 
and ciil to fit the different apartments, and next morning I could 
plainly trace where it had been, the grass underneath appearing 
completely burnt up, as if a blight had passed over the spot ; 
from which state, in spite of much heavy rain, it only now showa 
symptoms of recoverj-, after an interval of nearly a fortnight. 
These great heats and then sudden chills, with the daily in- 
creasing damp and wet, indicate the approach of the " rains." 
On the 23rd of May a fire was lit for the first time in the stove 

■ upstairs : there is another in the parlour below, and, by keeping 
them constantly burning, we hope to preserve a drier and more 
equal temperature. 

We had a tremendously heavy tornado on the evening of the 
26th, and next morning, to my great delight, I discovered a sail 
in the ofiing — in the north, too I There having been no arrival 

tfrom England for nearly two months, you can imagine with 
what eager anxiety I looked forward to the receipt of home 
letters ; but a dead calm following the tornado, every time that 
I went to look at the interesting object, standing out like 
a the horizoa, it seemed to be exacllj in \.\ie Bame \i\aca. 



LIIEIC bfJtlL 

ke a Speck 



nort, 
^■to b 



■VI.-} THE ANCHORAGE. 



Vessels, Etfter discharging their cargoes here, usually return 

\o Eaglaod with timber, to procure which they go up the Sierra 

Leone river, or away for the same purpose to some of those 

northward, as the Scarcies or the Mellacourie. "When, therefore, 

ley heave in aigiit very far to the north, they turn out always 

be laden ships returning from the rivers, and commonly 

ichor out at the Cape or off King Tom's Point ; or, it may be, 
the left of the harbour, the same place where prizes 
go, and hence called " Prize Ground." But when the vessel is 
from home, she sails up the capacious haven, and anchors in 
Susan's Bay — a small cove formed on one side by a -tiny pro- 
montory, on which stand a few guns within a green enclosure 
bearing the sounding title of Fort Falconbridge, or, more fami- 
liarly, " The East Battery." 

The powder-magazine being situated a little above Susan's 
Bay, the anchorage on that side we terra "Powder-Ground," 
and merchantmen from England have almost always gunpowder 
on board. In the barque by which we came out, the apartment 
under which it was stowed extended under our cabin — a com- 
fortable reflection of an evening when I have seen the ship's 
steward dive into this dark hole with a tallow-candJe atid inch- 
long wick flaring in his hand. 

Well! although the vessel made no progress, my hopes were 
very great, remembering how many hours we had been becalmed 
at the mouth of the estuary; aolpatiently awaited the morning, 
having no doubt but that a favourable breeze would meanwhile 
spring up, and that by sunrise we should see her snugly anchored 
oS the powder-magazine. Before daylight I was trying to dis- 
tinguish the hulls and masts of the different vessels in the har- 
bour, but to my excessive disappointment there was nothing new ; 
it was wet and foggy, no trace of the approaching sail visible, 
although the red flag at both signal-statfs denoted that it was 
stUl in sight Irom these look-out stations. Once only I got a 
[)eep of what, in the thicic state of tlie atmosphere, might have 
been taiien for a bewildered crow hovering in the mist between 
sea and sky, had it not been that the stationary black object was 
in the identical spot where the anxiously- watched ship had last 
been seen. Late in the day I heard that llie \iQ'pe& o^ a?^ ea.^« 
itMOts ia Freetown hail vanished, and l\\a.t Viie 6\gft'aX ■"■»» 
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universally supposed to be "a deep sliip from the rivers," ex- 
cept when tho more fiinciful declared it could be no other than 
the Flying Dutchman venturing upon a northern cruise. A 
kind little note, however, from one of my own couutrywomen 
showed that there was atill some one to encourage my idea of 
its being an English ship; and a fierce tornado coming on, I 
welcomed the wind, thinking it would waft the unconscionably 
provoking craft a little farther south— for vessels, unless of a 
very light draught, and even then only at high water, cannot 
come straight in, as a dangerous bur, called the " Middle 
Ground," extends across the mouth of the river. At low water 
it is often dry, although at other times the foaming breakers on 
the shoal warn the inexperienced mariner to avoid it by going 
south as far as the Cape ere attempting to come in. The ebb~ 
tide setting south, and the flood-tide north, retard, therelbre, or 
iaciljlato the approach of vessels. 

In the morning, which was beautifully clear after the tornado, 
I found that between tide and landwind the sail had got a little 
farther to the southward ; and, a slight eea-breeze setting in, she 
now made some progress. Oh ! dear people at home ! you little 
know the sensation of watching a vessel coming info port when 
one is in a strange and distant land — the exciting, feverish an- 
ticipation of receiving the "good news from a far country," so 
truly and touchingly designated as being even " as cold water to 
the thirsty soul." 

Reading, writing, working, were all ont of the question ; I 
jumped up every half-minute to see if the ship were any nearer. 
She looked so heavy, and progressed so slowly, that I was at last 
reluctantly convinced it was very foolish to espect her to be 
from England, and went out as usual for an evening walk. It 
was so delightfiiily coo! that on returning, instead of going 

I upstairs, 1 remained on the parapet feeding one of the goats with 
oranges, which it ate greedily, only seeming to prefer the rind 
to the pulp 1 The long lookcd-at vessel, which I had some 
time before perceived to be a large brig, was now oft' iCiog 
Tom's, and I expected to see her come to an anchor, when the 
sun's very last ray shed such a bright momentary gleam on her 
Bide, that I saw it was her copper shealhing which had flashed 
in the dying light ; and the sight rallied up all my hopes again. 
I ■ ■ 



LBT. Tl.] SHIP FROM ENGLAND. 65 

She was liglit! ihat was evident; and llien out fiullered the 
DiiioR-iack ill the fresliemng evening breeze, and the cluinsj 
merciiaiit-brig, which had for three ijays appeared like a. log' on 
the waved, now seemed girt b; all (be grace and baaiity iu the 
world, as with swelling canvas she sailed proudly piist all the 
other veaseli^ and just ere darkness rendered objects iudistinct, 
iurled her sails and dropped anchor in Susan's Bay. 

I knew DOW that she was from England j and although eight 
o'clock is our usual hour for shutting doors and windows tor the 
iiiglit, I waited, expecting every Riinute 1o feaat my eyes upon 
at lea^t one letter with Eoiuething more than one'a mere name on 
the address, and tjie bareness of the wliite enveJope relieved by 
sundry magical stamps. Bnt then I remembered how unreason- 
able it was to suppose that any person would come up with 
letters to this lonely place at so late an hour, and that it be- 
hoved me to exercise the grace of patience until next day. 
However, between ten and eleven o'clock a loud shouting and 
knocking aroused the household, and tlie hull-door was opened 
(d a (rusty Eroo messenger, who, although one of a tribe who 
would visit any of its members in their own country with rieath 
who could " savey whiteman's book," seemed to comprehend 
something of our feelings at receiviug letters, as I overheard 
liim esclaim with evident glee, "Ah, massal here de right book 
come at last !" Everything, wliether a brown paper parcel, a 
newspaper, an official despatch, a private letter or note, is here 
denominated a " book ;" and this man understands quite well 
that newspapers are never so gladly received amongst " books 
finni England " as letters, of which we had a goodly share by 
I Ills most welcome opportunity. 

It does not seem, however, to have brought out many things 
whirfi were wanted, as I hear there is neither ale nor cheese to be 
bought in the colony. TtJe locust visitation has raised the price 
of all country vegetables ; still they are wonderfully clieap. 
Since coming up here, I have seen several of these productions 
growing' near enough to me to allow of my examining them. 
One tail plant called " okra,"* wiiich appears to me to be a sort 
of mallow, has a handsome flower somewhat like that of the 
i^^e^ y«Uow hollyhock, and seed-pud resembling that of our 
■ Hibiscus fsculentus. 
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11 garden iris. These pods, which with the pea-IiliG seeds 
inside are of a gelatinous Datui«, form, when gathered quite 
jouns, an excelleut thickening fitr soup. The natives use the 
leaf of the okra in the same way, as well as countless difTereut 
sorts of leaves that grow wild, many of which liave a highly 
bitter flavour. Among thosei they eat, a plant is common on 
this hill, in flower, leaf, and manner of growing exactly re- 
sembling our purple fuKglove, except in the leaves being 
smoother. Another, tliat hus a small fragrant leaf, nut unlike 
that of lemoQ-balm, and bears a pale green commonplace little 
flower, flourishes plentifully close to the kitchen, seeming to be 
carefully cherished even by the servants, and is called the " fever 
plant," from being used medicinally in fevers. The smell of 
its leaf is very grateful and refresliing. 

A good crop of eassada' has, when growing, a very luxuriant 
appearance, although tliere is nothing striking in its little star- 
shaped flower, which is of a greenish -white hue and g^ows la 
bunches. The bush itself rises to eight or ten feet, but when 
allowed to get so high, the roots become coarse and flbrous; 
and indeed, if suffered to remain in the ground, become in 
process of time hard, like wood. Still, if in good soil, even 
when old, it is very suitable food for cattle; but it is afler having 
been about six months planted that the root is best to use, and 
then only wheti freshly taken out of the earth, when a milky 
juice exudes from it that speedily dries up on exposure to the air 
or sun. 

The plantain has been termed the Negro's " staff of life," but 
with those of Sierra Leone it is certainly this sweet manioc, 
which possesses neither a bitter nor poisonous principle like that 
of America, being equally safe when eaten raw, in which slate I 
have myiielf tasted the young root, and thought it not very unlike 
a chestnut. The black children are very fond of it 
easily cultivated by slips being cut off and planted ; and the stem 
or " slick," as the natives call it, takes root and flourishes ailor 
having l)een merely thrown aside on the ground. 

Every country has its national dish, and " ground-nut 
B rich white compound of boiled fowl and the almond-like kernel 
of the groiind-a\xt, is one of the grand dishes of this part of the 
• Jalroplu. 1 
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world. " Koua-kous," a mess of millet, or some such grain, 
with porlf or salted tish chopped up into it, is another ; and there 
is also " palaver eaiice," the basis of nhieh is a highly flavoured 
herb. But the^ are nsed by the wealthier class of people, a» the 
chiefs of the interior, and not by the mass of the populalioii liere, 
who are upon the whole a frugal and abstemious race so far as 
regards eating and drinking. 1 am inclined to think that " foo- 
foo," a preparation of cassaiia, is the decided national dish of Ihe 
liberated Africans. 

The manioc roots, somewhat resembling parsnips in appear^ 
BDce, are taken up after they have attained to a considerable size ; 
85, although preferred when very young for roasting or boJIin)^, 
it is wlien rather old that they are used to make this favourite 
article of food. They are then pared and washed, and left to 
soak for a day or two, nest rubbed upon a coarse grater into a 
sort of pulp, which is put into a " biy," and stones placed on it to 
press out the moisture. This is then worked up with the hand 
into balls about the size of ostrich eggs, each sold at the moderate 
rate of " one small copper," and the process of cooking converts 
them into a tough, grey substance, twice as bulky as before, and 
not at all inviting in aspect, but which the liberated Afi-icans 
nevertheless seem highly to relish, with its accompanying " soup," 
generally a mixture offish or beef, with a little palm-oil, a few 
ground-nuts, or " green-leaf," as they term all native olitory 
plants. One of my- handmaidens telling me she was tired of 
eating meat cooked in European fashion of roast, broil, or stew, 
and " no been savey to eat soup same as live on our table ;" at 
the same time begging I would have "foo-foo and green-leaf " 
bought for her especial use, has made me acquainted with the 
appearance of this barbarous- looking mess in its cooked state. 
The refuse of the cassada left from grating is exposed to the sun to 
dry, afterwards pounded in a large wooden mnrtar, and the thrifty 
foo-foo manufacturer keeps this coarser food for his own use ; as, 
although he believes it wholesome enough when fresh madi 
of a dark colour, and too full of " sticks," or hard pieces of root, 
to sell in the market ; neither can he obtain purchasers wtien the 
manioc has nut been steeped, as it then becomes sour very 

The yam* when growing requires a support, and reminds me 

" Dioscorea ? 

■B 1 
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of the hop, though its foliage hsis none of the luxuriance of tbaL 
useful and beautiful climber. There are several varieties. The 
best are white aiid mealy, but some are yellow and watery, with a 
slightly bitter taste. Tomatoes, differing in nothing from those 
we have in Britain, except that the berries are small and round, 
grow wild 1 a rich harvest of glowing scarlet capsicums loads 
many a dark-grean shrub in the " bush ;" and with the wild 
tomato, and sundry other native pot-herbs, springs up round 
your detached kitchen and stables whether you choose or not. 
With every meal the negroes use these chillies, which are cer- 
tainly, even to my taste, much better in their freah uud juicy 
state than when made into " Cayenne pepper," which spice b 
simply prepared here. Tiie " peppers," when quite red and ripe, 
are gathered and dried in the sun or harmattan wind, and then 
beat in a mortar. Some of the mountain villages make it for 
sale, but it is generally pounded so coarsely as to require sifdng 
before using it for culinary purposes. 
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LETTER VTI. 



a Tornado — Violence of euoh Storms — Native Hut 
deslroyed by Lightniiig — Another Locust Vuiitation ^ Crickets — Little 
Apprentjcea — The Niger Steamers — Slave TesBels — Damp of the 
Climate — Swarm of Fat Arts — Rainy Season Vegetation — Beanliful 
Flowers — Best Method of preserving Health in the Tropica -^ A Snake 
in the Bouse. 

July G. 
Since last writing to you, the smooth rootine of my mountaiu 
life has been interrupted by several mischances, the first being- 3 
narrow escape from serioua injury, or eTen death, in a tornado; 
the bare remembrance of which leads me to think the unhealthi- 
ness of the climate, and all the lesser discomforts attendant on 
living in bo outlandish and uncivilised a place as Sierra Leone, 
nothing in comparison to the horror of these tropic storms, that 
now make me tremble, though at first I used to watch their pro- 
gress with admiration. But I shall give you as distinct an 
account as possible of the cause of thb miserable sensation of 

About ten o'clock on the night of the 4th of June, 1 Has 
awoke by the sound of an approaching tornado ; and the air 
becoming very chilly, as usual in these tempests, I got up for 
an additional coverlet ; after placing the lamp in a comer quite 
sheltered from the wind, I had scarcely returned and taken baby 
on my arm, wrapping him up warmly, ere I was startled by a 

strange loud noise, that at ojiee brought M to see what was 

(he matter. He had hardly got to one of the windows between 
which niy bedstead stands, and wliere we thought an outside shut- 
ter had burst open, when, with a sudden and reverberating crash, 
a mass of falling bricks rattled about my ears, the head of the 
bed came violently to the ground, and the tester was forced 
down over the mattress, leaving me in utter darkness. There 
was the rolling of thunder and the yet more awful sound of a 
whly wind ; and in that moment of terror a thousand tb.Qwn'ww, 
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rushed info my mind — of hurricanes, eartJi quakes, and lightning- 
struck houses. I could not tell what had happened, but al- 
though free from bodily hurt, believed that the whole house 
tumbling dovm, and that the hour of death was come to ua 
I could raise neither the infant nor myself, being literally jammed 
amidst broken fragments of masonry and plaster. Although it 
takes long to describe, this all occurred in the shortest space of 
time — ^the heavy gust of wind not lasting three niinul«3i while in 

one instant M had torn the curtain through, and then, 

almost choked by the lime and mortar which sliuwered upon me, 
I was enabled, by the flickering light of the lamp, to see baby, 
whom I drew out as I best could and held firmly, M extri- 
cating me at tlie same time, and then hurrying us from ilie room. 
There was vivid lightning, and the rain l>eat against the window- 
panes as if it would liave dashed ihem to atoms ; but although the 
continued howling of the storm-wind caused me to shudder, 1 
never before felt so intensely the full truth of that sublimeexpres- 
fiion of the Psalmist, as rendered in our Prayer BooJt version, 
" God is the Lord by whom we escape death." We could hardly 
believe it possible that baby had sustained no injury whatever, 
beyond having his little face thickly besprinkled with the suffo- 
cating and blinding lime-dust ; while not until I had put him to 
rights, and washed the particles of mortar from my own mouth 
and eyes, did I become aware that my forehead was painful and 
swollen. Except that trifling bruise, and another upon ray hand, 
I also was unhurt ; although titat either of our lives was saved 
appears almost miraculous. 

The accident happened thus. Instead of being solidly built of 
stone, the ends of the house upstairs are what is called " brick- 
noggpd." Outside are boards folded over each other, and nmled 
to wooilen posts within, the wide spaces between these supporU 
being filled up by a very thin wall of brick simply plastered 
and painted. The wind eontnving to enter through some 
crevices of the boarding, and having no mode of egress, had first 
bulged out, and then forced down all the brickwork between the 
indowa until within about three feet from the floor — a space of 
early ten feet in height and five in breadth. The only human 

WIS by which it is probable we escaped ivere, that the strong 
ogany headboard being bent down over the bolster acted as 
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ti. sort of shield — ^nay, fiven llie flimsy leno curtain and llieliglilly- 
stretched coltnn canopy must liave broken tlje force of tlie bricts 
as they feU ; yet tbere were masses cemented together fouud in 
the very spot where the baby had been lying but the moment 
before I look bim on my arm, that must iiave crushed his wmk 
frame to death had they fallen upi.>u him. It wasaltogether a deli- 
verance to call forth the most solemn feelings of deep tiiankinliiess I 

Before riaylight next morning the ruin had begun to be cleared 
away, and although nearly a can-load of bricks and ruhbisli had 
to be removed, by the afleruuon all was secure again, a tarpaulin 
being first nailed across upon the wooden supports, and then 
boards over that. Getting a foui^post bedstead repaired in this 
country was no such simple matter ; while the curtains were of 
course reduced to shreds in some places, and in others completely 
destroyed with lime, and the rain which had beat in Ihrougli the 
boards remained in a sea on the 6oor-cloth until mopped up. 
However, the bed is set up once more in ils original pkce, and 
the room appears as it did before. Yet in spite of knowing that 
all ia perfectly safe ; much safer than it was before the acci- 
dent happened, as the whole of the outer boarding has been exa- 
mined, and many a nail driven in where it lacked, through the 
carelessness or roguery of African carpenters ; and although 1 
am sensible that it is not only foolbh, but very wrong, to expe- 
rience such extreme terror on the approach of a storm, when, 
were it merely in the recent case of our preservation, the 
power of the Ruler of the storm has been made so manifest ; in 
spite of all (owing partly, perhiipa, to the weakness of body eon- 
sequent on a sharp attack of fever a few days atlerwards, though 
nut the fever, I am told) I become so frightened that I never 
can sleep during a tornado, but almost expect that et'ery ^'ust 
will blow the house fairly off its stone foundation, and send it 
tnppling into the deep hollow beyond. 

We have, it is true, had only two since — only two, but such 
tornadoes I On the night of the 28th, the tremendous fury of 
the wind alone was terrific ; yet it was nothing to the awful vio- 
lence of the thunder-storm which followed, or rather accom- 
panied it. Crash succeeded crash, as if a thousand heavy pieces 
of artillery had exploded together upon the hill; and it seemed 
B my appalled fancy thai every successive thunderbolt sent dotiVL 
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I of forked lightning upon the blouks of ironstone which 
id the house. For more tliaa two hours the elements 
raged in this manner, every apartment being illuminated by the 
constant flafhes of Are; considerably past midnight, one peal 
louder than the rest, and the continued shrieking of human- 
voices, called us to the windows ; looking out, we saw upon the 
low ground near the foot of the hill a native hut in flames, the 
lurid light of which showed several dusky figures hurrying 
towards the spot. Next morning we heard that, besides the 
Commissariat — one of the largest buildings in Freetown — having 
been struck by lightning, a thunderbolt had also fallen on tlua 
hut (in which was a quantity of gunpowder), and killed two 
unfortunate people. The grief or horror of their friends found 
vent in wild unearthly lamentations, and — combined with the 
shouting of some and howling of others, occasioned by a great 
flight of locusts that moved in a dark and ominous cioud over 
the colony— was beyond espression calculated to impress the 
mind of a stranger. The peculiar stillness of the atmosphere 
after the storm caused every sound to ascend with unwonted 
distinctness ; and as I listened to the wailing of the moumi 
and witnessed the almost irantic enei^ with which a naturally 
indolent and apathetic people strove to drive away, and prevent 
from settling on their small herb-plats, the winged band of 
enemies that seemed every moment to increase in density, 
felt, even amidst all the glory of tropic sunlight and everlasting 
verdure, a sort of indefinable dread connected with the climate, 
which, but a few weeks before, I should have despised in any 
one else, and now condemned in myself. It was but short-lived, 
for my attention was soon directed into another channel i a 
branch of the main army of locusts passing over the hill, ren- 
dering it imperative on our servants and labourers to exert 
tliemselves to scare the invaders, which was effectually done 
by the help of sundry ingeniously-devised noises, including the 
same duets and quartettes upon tin found beneficial on a former 
occasion. On the night of the 30l.h, there was a tornado, 
which the vehemence of the wind set all the bells in the house 
ringing (for here we have managed to have them at least half 
iiung), while the boarding at uy head seemed to creak and 
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ship ID a heavy gain ; but wt! liaij not much tliunder 
and ligh tiling. 

On the tir&t burst of a tornoJo, all the cricketa, grassEioppers, 
and ottier such insects become silent; but whenever it is over, 
tbeir cliirping aud liummiiig comnience again. Many peo|ile 
dislike the incessant note of the cicada. : but for my part I 
should not object to Ijave a few pet crickets to keep up their 
&niiliar chorus during the sway of that terrible wind, which 
BeBms to awe even the inferior animals. Yet I must admit that 
Bb noise of even one is so shrill and grating, that in the midst 
Be a storm the loud hum of a solitary cricket which had hid 
itself somewhere in the fiont piazaa, sounded unnatural when 
all its out-of-door companions had ceased, and rather added to 
the dhagriiaens of a minor hurricane than diminished them ; 
specially as for some time I could not make out what the estra- 
ordioary noise was. 

But troubles of a diiferent nature have lately conspired to take 
np much of my attention. Discovering that first one and then 
another of my abignila (accomplished in marking) were rapidly 
carrying off great part of the contents of my wardrobe, I was, of 
course, obliged to dismiss tJiem both ; and being really tired of 
the evil habits possessed by each and all of the " colony-born " 
girls who had volunteered to leam " white-woman fashion," have 
actually taken a liberated slave-child as an apprentice I I never 
Hiw an indenture before ; but where I suppose is commonly men- 
" ined the trade or occupation to learn which the individual is 
here it is " covenanted, promised, and agreed," that the 
id apprentice is to be taught and inalrucied " in the English 
.nguage, the principles of the Christian religion, and useful 
personal domestic services." 

A friend of ours went to the mountain schools and chose this 
little girl for me ; and also a boy, who came at the same time, as 
an apprentice to the craf\ of waiting at table. He speaks English 
very well, and when asked if iie would like loremain here and "work 
for white-man?" his merry black eyes twinkled with delight, the 
broad row of glittering teetli became visible in ari animated laugh, 
and he replied, with a slmffle of the foot (the usual accompani- 
ment of a negro ob^sance), " I like." The constable who brought 
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them liitlmr tiien asked, (lie )i^irl a similar questioa in her < 
language. She replied to the same import uith her companioa, 
but was evidently rather frightened, her grave and gashiid Aku 
features appearing as if they could not smile — until she saw baby, 
and then, before I knew what she was about, she snatched him 
and began to hug him witli the utmost glee. I find her intel- 
ligent, quiet, aud active ; but she cuanot speak above two 
three words of even the strange sort of broken English used by 
the natives at Sierra Leone. When she wishes to get some 
needlework, whicli she wisely seems to consider a sort of civilized 
amusement, she comes up, Imitating the act of sewing with her 
little black fingers, that do not, however, as yet know much 
about holding a needle. In many other instances she talks by 
gestures ; but I daily give her a lesson in more intelligible lan- 
guage by pointing out each article of furniture, &c,, 
naming it distinctly, until she slowly pronounces '' chair, ta 
window," or " door," after me. Thb household change, trifling 
aa it seems, has added to my responsibilities, and encroachea 
greatly upon my time, as, in duty bound, I try to teach my "ap- 
prentice " not only her letters, but their meaning, and find it 
almost impossible to make myself understood. She looks about 
nine years old, and although — as far as reading goes — she knows 
nothing more than her alphabet, can yet repeal the Prayer-book 
catechism by rote, and one or two hymns — utterly ignorant all 
the while of the import of a single word ! 

The three steamers for the Niger Expedition have given the 
harbour somewhat of a home look these some days past. The 
general opinion is that they have come out at a very unhealthy 
season, and that much sickness may be expected amongst their 
olRcers and crews : but 1 believe the reason of this time having 
been chosen is, that now the rivers are full, owing to the " rains," 
and thus better calculated for the passage of vessels of even so 
lig'bt a draught as these are. 

Two Brazilians, equipped for carrying slaves, also came in 
lately : the crew of one of them, the most beautiful little brigan* 
tine I ever beheld, made a stout resistance, in which two of the 
capturing cruiser's men were killed, and three wounded, besides 
the oSicer, who was dangerously so. 

We have had uluiost constantly for the last month, wet stormy' 
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weather, and bo cold that I find a thickly-lined silk dress and 
varm cape, made fur winter's wear at home, quite comfortable, 
eveti here within nine degrees of the line. Is it not strange that 
the land-wind, which is considered so unhealthy, is nevertlielesa 
a dry wind, while the delightful sea-breeze, to whose blund 
influence we willingly throw open all the windows, is, on the 
contrary, moist? One day that we had a very strong land-wind, 
I fouk advantage of it to have a general airing of such articles 
of clothing as are liable to bi, injured by damp, even although kept 
in leather trunks lined with tin. I found everything of silk mil' 
dewed, though I had inspected them but a few weeks before. 
Black especially b spotted all over with stains like those of iron- 
mould, wliile no dress, bonnet, handkerchief, or ribbon has 
escaped, except when of a pink colour, which seems to stand the 
cUmate better than any other. White muslin is certainly the 
only &bric suited to such a country ; yet if your dress come in 
contact with the red dust of the footpath, the washerwoman seuds 
it back to you covered with indelible stains of ironmould, that 
fully testify the brightness of the soil to arise from the iron con- 
tained in it. Fine thin printed muslins may be worn, but the 
colours fiide so rapidly that they only look well for a short time. 

I mentioned iu my last the swarms of insects which come out 
in the sunshine after heavy rain. On the 16th of June appeared 
a different species from any I had previously seen, and in such 
myriads ihat they reminded me of a thick fall of large flakes of 
snow. They actually darkened the windows, showering in vast 
numbers tliraugh the shingles and boarded roof to the floor of the 
piazzas. It was indeed an inundation of fat ant-like creatures, 
black on the upper part of their body and grey underneath, with 
four clear gauzy wings, which seemed, however, too weak to 
bear the Meight of the insect, for most of those that came into 
the house had lost their wings, which appendages, having appa- 
rently ilone their duty by sending the creature itself abroad, were 
now wafted into iieaps on the ground. They were evidently 
bng-a-bugs in another stage of existence, for although mucli 
lai^er, somewhat differently formed, and witli two visible eyes, 
Ibere was too great a resemblance to the original to be mistaken. 

Really these inserts swarmed so iu the house that I involun- 
>l of the places of Egypt. As I sat at work ' 
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veranJah they droppwl upoo my bead atid neck by the dozen, so 
that I was at lost obliged to retreat into an inner room, whilst 

with hearth -brushes and dustpans the servants set to sweep awa^ 
the living masses on the floor. We were glad to shut the windows, 
preferring tiie oppressive heat to encountering the additional 
hordes of our unwelcome visitants that poured in through the 
open caBements, Very commonly of an evening now another 
flying ant makes its appearance: it is a small red insect, and 
though not coming in such numbers as its fat predecessor, teases 
us sufficiently by tumbling upon tlie books or newspapers we may 
be reading, tailing ujion the lamp-shades and getting burnt, or 
into our teacups and getting drowned. On making iHe early 
cup of tea, for which I have everything set ready over night, 
I sometimes find the sugar-basin completely covered over (not* 
withstanding its acid moaf) with very large brown ants, that 
have evidently exerted their wits in vain to find a means of 
lifting up the lid. They are an out-of-door species, each seeming 
at least half an inch in length, and with lung spider-like It^ f 
but they are very timid, and apparently quite harmless, scam- 
pering off whenever the light of the lamp falls on them, and 
vanishing so rapidly that I cannot tell where they go or how 
they come. One certainly could dispense with such household 
inmates ; but I have once or twice found some of the vicious red 
ants of the coffee-bushes drowned in a glass of sherbet which had 
been left on a table all nighl. I have also several times seen a 
few of them marching along the floor of my little store-room 
(part of which I am obliged to appropriate as a sort of larder), 
and am told that meal attracts them. I understand a rather 
strange method of destroying tiiem is sometimes adopted in the 
colony : it is to hang a piece of uncooked beef on the bough of 
a tree infested by these ants, and as soon as it is alive with them, 
^^- to sweep them down into pails of water set below. 
^^^ One or two dahlias have lately added their familiar iaces to the 

^^1 many flowers of unknown name that grow around the house ; and 
^^V one extremely wet morning there suddenly appeared in the centre 
^^H of the parapet a few pointed pale green leaves, evidently belonging 
^^K to some higher order of plant than the " bush," which llie rains 
^^^ft cause to Rounsh amongst the Bermuda grass in defiance of the 
^^^R utmost diligence in weeding. Upon a duly careful examiiiatioii 
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myaterimia leaves were pronounced to be lliose of a magni- 
ficent bulb, brought many years before from some place " up t}ie 
river," as a fine specimen of the floral treasmres of Africa; 
but after watching the progress of the stately stalk with impatient 
interest, I was prevented by illness frnm seeing it in its splen- 
dour. One bud, however, was placed in a vase of water in my 
room, where it gradually opened its delicate folds until it became 
quite full-blown : it proved to be a truly beautiful white lily, 
nowi I ratberthink, introduced into most of our home hothouses. 
TVe Jiave bere another variety of the same Amaryllis, also very 
handsome, with six petals of light streaky scarlet, a shade of 
green on the outside near the base adding still more to its rich 
appearance, 

M brought me in lately the branch of a shrub he found 

growing in some nearly inaccessible part of the "bush," and 
which is delightful, from its glossy light green leaves having 
a grateful scent, resembling that of new-niowu hay, or, when 
gathered and dried, wnodruffe, — that dear wild flower of home, 
whose very name, like those of the violet and primrose, is fraught 
with glad fund memories of shady dells and lonely woodpaths ; 
bringing to the wanderer in foreign climes a wluile host of 
visioned landscapes, where the purple heath, the golden broom 
and furze, in their gorgeous though uncultivated beauty, blend 
with all the humble and fragrant flowers that are alike prized 
as being his country's ow/i, whether cherished in the garden of 
the coiiager or blooming in pleasure-grounds. The black people 
bind the leaf of the shrub I have mentioned round the forehead 
during fever : they use the leaf of the country-fig in the same 
manner for a common headache. I am sorry to And that you 
see ao many alarming paragraphs in the newspapers about the 
deadliness of this clijnate : tliat it is not at all suited to European 
^constitutions it would be worse than fnlly to deny; still, owing 

tbe cutting down of trees, the clearing of " bush," with more 
' cultivation, the colony is much more healthy than it used 

he. One great method of preserving health is to banish all 
anxiety on the subject ; therefore at the same time that I scru- 
pulously obey every injunction to avoid all over fatigue, esposnre 
to the sun, land-wind, damp and draughts, I can truly say I 
It fear for myself. The discomforts of the climate, by tha' 
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very novelty, add to my amusemeot as well as occupation 
household duties affording here pretty constant employment eves 
tor the mind; whilst with no more experienced nursemaid than 
my little apprentice, you may be sure that baby is seldom out of 
my sight ; indeed I never go out to ride or walk without him. 
Imagine our horror tlie other day at a large snake being dii 
covered in the piazza quite close to the spot where he had beea 
but a few minutes before, lying asleep on his cool grass mat, for 
which, during the heat of the day, his cot is now discarded. 
How the reptile got there it is difficult to understand, unless il 
had ascended by a guava-tree growing under one of the windows, 
and which, of course, has been since cut down. The colour of 
this snake was the most beautiful bright green I ever saw, except 
in an emerald. 
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Wet Weather— Cflssada Rats — Deer — Bamboo Thatch — Country Dm- 
brellas — Rapid Growth of PIoqIb — Walk to the Brook in the Ravine 
— Exceieive HamiiUty of the Atmosphere — An unexpected Visit — 
MunkeyK — TraTelling Ants — WhiniBieal Gown-Patterns — M»gDetio 
and Musical Stones. 

Extract from JattTital. 

July \2th. — Three wet days in6uccession,with scarcely a breath 
of wind to vary the souqcI of the ever-dropping rain. Unable to 
go out. One of tlie people caught a "ground-pig" or "casaada 
rat," so called from Kb eating the manioc-roots. It is a formidable- 
looking grey animal, about fuur times as large as the common 
black water-rat of Britain, which it perfectly resembles in shape. 
It is sud that once upon a time, a commissariat officer here, in 
de«paJr at the annual havoc committed in tlie Government stores 
by a colony of these animalti, actually transmitted with hia ac- 
counts to the Treasury a stuffed cassada rat, with a piece of paper 
marked " Voucher No. 3 " significantly piimed upon it. 

Even the more civilized among the liberated Africans esteem 
tbe ground-pig as very good food ; and our domestic servants 
constantly lay snares or make traps for it and other " bush-meat," 
iueh as squirrels, monkeys, deer, and the philarjtomba^-a beauti- 
fiil little creature of the antelope kind — one of which was lately 
caught in this manner, and, to our just indignation, killed 
aitd devoured without compunction. A deer and fawn were ob- 
served to-day bounding across one of the walks: and I often 
trace their fbot-priut8 on the paths leading to the brook, where, 
OD the fine moonlight nights, they evidently go to drink. I have 

Men the skin of a deer M formerly shot on this hill. 

of a buff-brown, prettily barred and spotted with while. A gentle- 
raau here had a tame one of the same kind, the natural marks on 
its side forming the letters I. H., which happened \.<j \ifc \>rt'i 
kitials of its owner's name. 
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We have now got the staircase al! nicely sheltered with a 
pfyrlabU thatch made from a sort of bamboo, though not the 
same as that growing' on the fiirm. It is formed of lenvea lik» 
tliose of the water-flug, doubled over a narrow bar of wood, 
varying in length to suit whatever may be required. The leaves 
are sewed together by ribboti-like strips, or rather splinters, of 
themselves. The pieces of this basket~work fabric are then 
fastened by means of country-rope upon a. frame of split bam- 
boo, and lap over eacb other in the style termed by earpenteis 
" feather-edged," These light moveable walls, which effectually 
keep out the heaviest rain, are made to let up and down after 
the fashion of a portculli*, according to the quarter whence the 
wind blows. If from the sea, we keep them festened up to pre- 
vent the rain beating in at the hall-door. If from the land, 
let them down, lest a sudden puff should whisk them away alto* 
gether, with perhaps the zinc roof of the stairca^ aud landings 
place as company ; but generally, unless in a tornado, they bavfl 
merely to be lowered at night. 

The leaves of the palm aud cocoa-nut trees are used, ir 
same way as these bamboos, to make country umbrellas — ingeni* 
oua contrivances which cause the persons they shelter to look' 
esactly like so many walking mushrooms of giant stature, being 
in fact mere flattish baskets inverted, and supported by the head>i 
The laundress brings home her burthen of clothes quite dry 
the wettest day by the aid of her umbrella, which acts as a cover' 
to her " bly," and at the same time extends a kindly scree 
her shoulders, turning off every drop of rain as completely a 
"best patent waterproof " could. Of a wet morning the ni 
tain road presents a universal forest of these thatched canopies, 
OS, thougli cotton umi)rellaa are common enough among 
blaelcs, the others are much more easily carried, and therefore 
preferred liy the market-people. 

I9lh. — Found, on walking out this afternoon, that one of ths 
j-oung canes has gained a foot in height since yesterday! T\\ef\ 
■t out of the ground as straight as an arrow, and resemble an 
artichoke running to seed. Each joint is wrapt round wilh •- 
Mitofhard leaf, coated over with a brown silky-looking 

very irritating to the fingers. As the green and polished 
It? upwards, this protective covering shrivels up, and its' 
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ighneas veara ofT, leaving a Bmootii sliining Itiiek of a pale 
V colour. Numbers of tiiese woody shells lie strewed be- 
nealh the bamboos ; and I tliink neat little circular boxes might 
l)e made from them, something like those of the American birch- 
bark. 

20th. — Walked down this afternoon to that part of the brook 
which lies almost immediately under my room-windows. An 
Opening in the "bush" admits to a romantic path, cut ledge- 
wise in the rocky irregular side of the ravine, and which nume- 
rous Bpringa, trickling from under the high atony bank to our 
right, render at present scarcely belter than a shallow running 
stream, while it is so canopied and shut in by spreading branches, 
that the sky is visible only through their interlacing foliage. 
Several wild fig-trees grow almost in the stream ; but their 
crimson -streaked fruit, so tempting in appearance, and sprouting 
so curiously out from the bare trunk, was as usual full of small 
black ants, quite as destructive to vegetable life as the red species, 
plenty of whose nests hung in the branclics at no great distance 
from where we stood ; but excepting several giant dragon-fUes 
— some brown and blue, others of a bright metallic green tint — 
with a few large and very hombre-hued moths, I perceived 

I thing new of insect life in this secluded spot ; and watched in 
[d for birds, none being either seen or heard; indeed it was 
possible to hear aught save — 
" The merry waters ftUing 
With sweel music in ibelr Eoond." 
2l»t. — -Another flight of locusts to-day ; and the bush alive 
th monkeys springing from one tree to another — skipping up 
and down the trunks and shaking tlie branches. 

24th. — A very strange-looking little animal was brought in 
this morning ; it is shaped like a mouse, but with a rabbit's tail ; 
has tlie most delicate, velvety, dark-brown fur it is possible 
to imagine, and soft bright eyes. I have tried to feeri it with 
various things, but it will eat nothing. Until four o'clock to-day 
it was fine and sunny. It is now nine in the evening, and raint 
violently, with great black clouds hanging over both high and 

ih heavy squalb from th^^^ 




I 

r 

I 



aa LETTERS PHOM SIERSA LEOWE. JiWf, *m, 

29tA. — Still as wet as yesterday, with a tliick fog obscuring 
our view of everything except the eares of the bouse. The 
wind from the sea. nearly as fierce as a tornado. 

30/A, — A day like the two preceding. Tlie damp is excessive ; 

the ink sinks into the best and thickest Bath post, as if it were 
blotting-paper; and my leather writing-case, with tbe boards of 
most of our books on the drawing-room table, have become 
ornamented since last night with a greenish-blue bloom of actual 
mould ! It is very chilly also, despite briglit fires burning in 
both stoves, with the wood of the bongo-tree for fuel, which 
diffuses a most agreeable pertiime throughout the house. Little 
bush-rat died. 

Slsl. — Shon'ery in the morning ; brightened for some hours, 
then came on a heavy gale from the sea. Saw the rain, like a 
moving wall, half an hour ere I heard it pattering amongst the 
buah^ on the sea-side of the house, and heard it at least three 
full minutes before it reached the roof and boarded wails — 

" Blown nil ailaDt, a driving dashing rain ;" 

it catised me to stand still in amazement, listening to the noise 
it made, which was indeed Ilka tbe roar of a cataract. 

Shortly before this squall eame on, I observed a black figure — 
oddly dressed, in a compound of European aud country garments 
—walk quickly up the steps, and attempt opening the fiall-door, 
to the great alarm of baby's little nurse, who sat in the entrance 
within. Ilaviug got quite accustomed to this isolated situation, 
I never feel lonely, although lefl much to myself during the 
forenoon. But some how or other to-day, a sort of panic seized 
me at so extraordinary an apparition, and ringing the bell hur- 
riedly, I inquired how it was that a stranger had beeu allowed 
to pass the pantry-door unnoticed ; desiring that the person, if 

he wished to see M , should wait below imtil he returned 

from town. 

I now feel quite out of humour with myself at this ungracious 

reception of my unknown visitor, to whom it seems M had 

formerly granted permission to make a iarm on our ground; and 
the poor man had come to say that he was about to embark for 
Badagry, his "own country," and had brought a farewell offer- 
This was a large basketful of the rich green ears of the 
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youDg Indian corn — the fiist fruits of his crop ; and he was very 
much disappointed that '* Missis" had not spoken to him, espe- 
cially as the present was chiefly intended for her and the 
" piccaninny " {Anglice, baby). Evidently quite incredulous on 
b^Qg told (as an extenuation of what appeared so rude in the 
conduct of his bene&ctor's " ma-amie " *) that she could not as 
yet very well apeak, or even understand " blackman's English " 
— neither good things from my cupboard, nor a more substantial 

gift from M 's purse, could entirely appease the wounded 

pride of Ibis simple-minded emigrant ; which has really vesed 
me, being touched by an instance of gratitude so entirely dis- 
interesled, as the man going away for ever from this place could 
expect to receive no further favours from M . 

August Wth, — In spile of the rain, which day by day bursts like 
waterspouts over the colony, we contrive almost every evening 
to take a ramble, of perhaps ten minutes' duration, along the 
pretty walks on the hill, which dry up as if by witchcraft. 

I stood a long time this afternoon watching the monkeys as 
they skipped about from one branch to another among the tall 
tree^ at one side of the road leading to the Rose-Apple Glen, 
and counted six of liifierent sorts, none of them appearing in the 
least afraid of us. Suddenly we came upon an ant railway — a low 
walled gallery of sand, the centre occupied by a mass of travel- 
ling black ants, that, at a short distance, looked like a narrow 
running stream of pitch — stretching right across our path. I 
unwittingly stood still to examine them, but in an instant their 
sharp teeth had pierced through my very shoes, so that I was 
glad to make a rapid retreat. 

If in the dry season I marvelled at the dense vegetable growth 
in this country, I may marvel still more at the appearance it 
presents now; for where before there were brown withered-up 
grass and underwood, through the interstices of wliich one could 
Eee a few feet into the bush, now the trees, shrubs, grass, and 
weeds together at each side of some of the walks form quite an 

• In " How do ma-amie?" the word is ased as a title of respect, equiva- 
lent to " madaoi." Bat " How jaax ma-amit to-dav ?" to a servant would 
signify "How is four mislrKss?" (o a little child, ils tngrAer; and to s 
hatband, bis tci/e. 

*• Da-» ie," m the aune manner, signifies " Bir," " m»Bter," " ather," w 
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vail [if matied vez^Iure. Al preheat the wild viae * 
i* nuMt to be (tisiii^^ukhed tot the fauun&nce of its vratliiiig 
foliage. 

A species of iDdigQ grows sbundaiitlj both od this hiU and 
Mount Oriel. The black washentovaai gather these leaves and 
prepare them for tingdng tinea, which thej- do to an extoit 
thai is very ogly. A &vouriie pattern upon their own dreases ia 
formed by large, shapeless, blue patches dispelled irr^olarly 
over a trhite surface. This is made bj tying a little indigo into 
as inaay places as they choose of the cloth, and tbea boiling it, 
aAer which it is op^ied out and displays the stogularly elegaiU 
design above described. I have seen a feded calico gown ren- 
dered quite (HshifHiable in this way. Some of my own whits 
muslin dresses are nearly as grotesque, being bordered round 
with spots of iroQ-niould that it is impossible to remore, although 
I have tried the effect of lime-juice and exposure to the sua — 
such sun as we have at this season. From the red appearance 
of the mil I should suppose that there is iron-ore in some places. 
There is loadstone in many of ihe pieces of roch in front of the 
bousp, although one whose power we tested attracted nothing 
heavier than large needles. The bare rocky ascent at one par- 
ticular spot on Mount Oriel looks as if it liad beeu exposed to 
fire at some remote period, havii^ a crumbling red and black 
sur&ce that could never be the results of mere bush^umings: 
I have observed that several other rocky situations have tha 
same appearance, which leads me to think that Ihe mountaina 
here are of volcanic origin; indeed, their peculiar formation — 
all peaks and chasms — bears out the supposition. 

We have a few large Hat stones, carelessly piled one above 
another under the orange-trees, which, when struck in a particu- 
lar way by a smaller sione, give forth distinct musical sounds. 
One rings out a treble note, another a deep tenor, and so on, 
according to their different tones, which seem to vary with the 
size and thickness of the stone tliat is struck, and the degree of 
force with which it is touched. 

your last letter you ask many questions, which I c&n 
only answer very briefly. I cannot tell exactly how many Euro- 
peans there are in the colony, but am pretty sure they do not 
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er amoant to a huudred. They are made up of civil 

d ittililaiy officers, merctiaiits, aud missioiuiries ; while occa- 

f the presence of a nmi-tif-war in the harbour gives a. 

it addition to the colonial society. There are no public 

knusements, except annual races. Dancing' parties cannot well 

I got up, where there is seldom even one unmarried lady in 

whole place ; but there are dinner parties as at lioine ; and 

k solitary friend quietly drops in, now and then, to breakfast, 



r to spend the e 



I 



LETTERS FROM SIERRA LEONE. 



LETTER IX. 

DiBoointbrtt of the Rainy Season — Dense Fogs — Fine Days — Britliant 
doted FoliKge — Uummiug-birdB ~ Palm-birds — ^ Whydsh Finch — 
Kice Bantings - — ButterQles — Millepedes — Spiden — Dcsciiptiou of a 
Tornado — Continued heavy Eain — Busli Novelidt*, 

AogUBlSI. 

The most unpleasant thing about the wet season is the impos- 
sibility of getting out every day to take proper exercise. Some- 
times it looks so radiantly clear and sunny, you feel assured 
there is opportunity for at least a short quick walk, and set out 
accordingly. But after proceeiiing a few stepa, you are per- 
hupa intent upon examining a flower, or watching some bird or 
butterfly, feeling the sua so intensely hot, that you do not dream 
of rain ; wiieu a sudden sound like hailstones falling, causes you 
to look towards the quarter whence it proceeds, and there moves 
on a shower of water, so rapidly, that though you do run back 
with railway speed (no very comfortable pace in this climate), 
still, generally speaking, your dresii is bo thoroughly wetted aa 
to render an immediate change imperatively necessary. If wish- 
ing to ride, it ia still worse. No sooner is your horse saddled 
than all the clouds seem to congregate upon the hill tops, and at 
once disperse themselves in a deluge, of which but ten minutes 
before there was not the slightest appearance throughout the 
whole sky ! Then the mornings are sometimes so cold that you 
feel chilly though in a winter dress, — at the same time that a 
blazing Are is on in the house, and every window shut ; while 
by-and-byethe breeee dies away, dull dark clouds hang in all 
directions, and though the sun only shines partially, the sultri- 
ness of the atmosphere continues most oppressive for several 
hours ; then a violent gale may come on from the sea, accom- 
panied by heavy rain, and you feel ready to shiver, with the 
thermometer at TC**. It mnst be these sudden heats and chills 
that render the climate so trying. 
I do not dislike the incessant rain so much as the dense damp 
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fc^ of Sierra Leone ; not from the niiastna they are said to 
bring, but from their unpleasantiiess. They often ri£e out of the 
ravines at either side of us, and from the plain, over which 
they brood for hours, looking from this height like masses of 
solid lead. But commonly the land-wind in the morning sends 
these vapours drifting over Mount Oriel ; thence tliey 'pass 
along the hills behind and the low ground iu front (dividirjg, as 
it were, to avoid our house) ; whirling about like the amoke 
of some great confl^ration, and banking up in grey and 
heavy voluraea, until they completely obscure our view of every 
place beyond the brow of our own hiU. Occasionally they iiivcur 
us with a nearer approach i then vre keep all the vi'indows shut, 
to exclude as much as possible the air, wliich is ran', damp, and 
chilly beyond expression, when tlie fog ia actually on the house- 
It is this shutting out of air and prospect together that renders 
these "smokes," as they are termed by the blacks, so extremely 
disagreeable to me ; the temperature within doors being then 
(notwithstanding the many crannies in the boarding of the piazzas, 
and air-holes left by African carpenters and masons under the 
eaves, and through which the damp can easily penetrate) mora 
unbearably oppressive than 1 ever experienced it when the full 
glare of the sun was on the house. IVhen these most extraor- 
dinary mists go out to sea, we may almost always look for rain ; 
but if, after they have hung about for some time, giving us a 
peep now and then of the barrack buildings (like a huge bird- 
cage suspended by invisible means in the air), a glimpse of 
the church steeple, and one or two of the tall roasts of the 
Tessels ill the harbour, the vapour rises and rolls up towards the 
bills again, we may expect it to turn out line and sunny, although 
in the depth of the rainy season. 

And a fine day in the " rains " is always so much more lovely 
and bright than the finest day of the dry season ; not Iwcause 
coming so seldom, and contrasted with the many dull gloomy 
days, but really on account of its own intrinsic beauty. There 
is no haze in the atmosphere, — the distant horizon — hills — shore 
— all seem brought near by a magic glass ; the sea lies stretched 
out with the gleam of a sapphire, and, except for the floating 
here and there of one of those pure white, fleecy clouds, called 
} llie emphatic language of Germany " Heaven's lambs,' 
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sky realizes all the beauiiful imagery wherein poets are apt to 
embody their ideas of the firmament's spaeioua and shining vault. 

The sky then is indeed blue, the sun bright, and the earth 
green 1 Yet the wouda do DOt present a uniform hue which 
would tire from its samenesa, Not only do you behold every 
shade of green, but many of the trees put forth leaves, at first 
of a delicate crimson, which look likeniagnificenttuftsof flowers, 
and thus give to the bush a richly variegated aspect. I have 
seen one young tree showing in its upper branches very nearly 
the hues of the rainbow, — faint red, deepening into orange and 
scarlet on one shoot, contraating vividly with the pale primrose 
and pea-green of another, wliiJe on a third, lower down, the 
colours gradually blending, tinged the same leaves at once with 
shades of the brightest purple and darkest olive — the whole 
glancing in the sun like jewela. 

Still, while I look on these gorgeous boughs, and mark the 
wisdom and benevolence of the Power who decks the feee of the 
world, ia whatever land our lot may Le cast, with objects to 
excite our interest and wonder, do not suppose that I could for 
one moment prefer the glowing colours of African foliage to 
those tints of British autumn, which in their chastened and 
changing beauty convey, even to the most thoughtless mind, 
a solemn though silent lesson of the fading nature of all earthly 
glory. 

Ever since the " rains " set in, the birds seem to have become 
tamer. Besides the dark-crested brown one and the brilliant 
humming' birds, we have, Hiittering amongst the orange branches 
of a morning, the "palm-bjrd" (bo called from building its 
nest in palm-trees), a lovely creature with bright orange and 
black plumage, and another scarcely less elegant in form, 
which reminds me of the greenfinch and canary, having a 
light saSron-coloured head and breast, with wings and tail of 
yellowish-brown, beautifully glossed with g^een. Yet more 
striking in aspect than any of these ia the gracefiil little whydah- 
finch, or, as it is familiarly called here from its jetty plum^c, 
■ widow-bird." Its head and neck are far mote shining and 
smooth than the richest velvet, and its tail-feathers, which are 
above twice the length of its body, seem as much as its wings 
to waft the bird through the air. To see this mournful-looking 
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luty floaling- from Kpray to spray, or Kghtly perching on a 
Walk of grass wiih a niotioo as stalely as it is ethereal, you wuuM 
imagine her to be the most dignified, gentle, and sweet-tempered 
dame in all the feathered creation, instead of which she is one 
of the most quarrelsome, noisy, and sclf-sufRcie)it ; peclcs, scolds, 
and pureueB her equals, and flies in the face of birds lliree lime* 
as large as herself. Nor must I forget the little rice-bun tings, 
pretty iii spite of their rotundity of figure, and clothed in sober 
Buit of iron-grey, almost black, with white cravats round their 
necks. They are lowly, social, loveable little birds, fiyirig in 
flocks of from twenty to thirty, and seem fonder of hopping 
humbly about in the Bernmda grass, than of contrasting their 
qualier garb with their gaudier-attired fellows in the orange and 
limc'treea. I have heard that in the dry season my unassuming 
put OD a scarlet costume, but cannot tell whether it 
the 

I wish it were in my power to send you a description of thi 
tiendid butterflies I see every sunny day ; but like all of their 
tribe, they never remain still long enough for me to examine 
them distinctly, merely settling upon a leaf and flower a single 
moment, or enamelling the grass with their gorgeous hues. A 
very common one looks as if cut out of black satin, and embroi- 
dered with purple silk. Another is black with white spots ; and 
a third, broader across its wings than a humming-bird, is also 
of a rich blue-black, with a belt of briglit green stretching from 
the tip of one wiug to another. There are also many lesser 
ones all of one colour, such as pale blue, yellow, or lilac, that 
look like flower-blossoms flitting through the air. I particularly 
observe a small white butterfly in the bush here, that seems as 
if it were carrying olF a few threads of a silk fringe that had got 
entangled with it. But I found on a narrower examination this 
appearance to be caused by the hinder wings of the insect being 
lengthened out into flexile tapering points, which give a still 
lighter air to its graceful body. 

Altogether, I mnst candidly confess that the view, the weather, 
the flowers, birds, and the butterflies render me somewhat idle 
at times. But we have other and less agreeable insects, although 
1. have ojily twice seen a scor]iion since coming to this country, 
tipedes nearly as seldom, Alillei 
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very ugly and large, abound od the walks, and infest the trees. 
They have maoy feet like the centipede, but instetkd of being 
flat like it, are round, and of a dark shining brown, anmilarly 
marked with red. Some of them are fully seven inches long, 
and as thick as a young snake, but they are not poisonous. ^ 
are very little annoyed by mosquitos, tlioug-h this is the seai 
they are usually most troublesome and numerous ; but I suppose 
the hill is too stormy a place for them to exist upon it. Spid 
seem more industrious in this country ihan anywhere else, and 
are really serviceable in catching flying anta, and all such 
wiuged pests ; therefore in the open piazzas down stairs I do 
not object to a solitary gossamer web being occasionally left 
undisturbed, especially as some of the out-of-door spiders i 
so tteautifully and curiously marked. The one at present do- 
mesticated below has a large oval body, that looks exactly like 
an ivory ball, covered over with great, black, Hebrew chaiueters. 
The house-spiders are of differeut sorts ; some are Kmall, round, 
jumping creatures ; others so large that a crown-piece could not 
cover them, and flat as scorpions. They are very numerous aud 
troublesome, making nests everywhere, and on everything. Tou 
see, fastened perhaps against a shelf in the store-room, or lik 
label on a bottle, what appears to be a circular patch of wiiite 
paper, but turns out to be a tough opaque substance, more 1 
calico than paper in texture, and on tearing it off, some dozen 
of eggs or as many young spiders are discovered within. 

Every drawer and wardrobe shelf has to be emptied and dusted 
out oftener than one would deem at all necessary in England, 
Heavy pieces of furniture against the walls have to be moved 
very often to prevent an accumulation of these spiders, with 
cock-roaches and moths ; the species of the latter we have here 
being of all other insects the most difficult to extirpate. The 
most careful sweeping and dusting cannot prevent these caters 
pillars in their brownish -grey angular cases from continually 
creeping along the walls, hanging suspended from the bottom 
of chests of drawers, tables, chairs, &c., as if they hid in every 
place to which they think you cannot reach. 

This letter goes by the very Brazilian brigantine whose mas- 
like pirates as they are, fired upon the man-of war's 
veeseJs aud their cargoes, a£\.eT^n;\Ti^cQ\«i«cwied 
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here, are sold at auction. By the provisions of our treaty 
with Spain her ships are cut up, so as to rentier it impossible for 
them to return again into the slave-trade ; but those of Brazil 
are sold entire, and all sucli crai^ being built for fast sailing, I 
am always glad when one of the British merchants of the colony 
buys and sends home one of these beautiful little vessels, feeling 
assured that my letters will reach you so much sooner than 
irheu sent by a dull-sailing " timber-ship." 

^K Extract from Journal. 

Wt-August 2"tk. — I-ast night we had a slight tornado, the first of 
^6e season ; and although foggy this morning, it cleared up fijie and 
sunny, sea and sky aliJie having that peculiarly vivid blue observ- 
able in tliis country only during the " rains," and then merely at 
times. About five o'clock r.u. it threatened a tornado by 
thegreatfleecy clouds rising above Mount Oriel; their curled out- 
lines forming many a Hogarth-like portrait against the sky. At 
sis, the sun, divested of all his rays, seemed to sink sidlenjy into 
the sea, appearing like a gigantic moon, only redder, and more 
fierce- looking. All this time there was scarcely a breath of 
wind, and that from the land. After the sun set, the nortli-east 
became of a gloomy lurid hue, diversified only by the piled-up 
masses of threatening clouds, which every instant assumed more 
fenlastic shapes as they rolled down the river, and were lost in 
the pitchy darkness over the BuUom shore. The thunder 
sounded nearer and nearer, as the storm passed down to the point 
at. Leopard's Island; and then the sea was lit up one moment 
by Hashes of intensely bright lightning, and the next shrouded 
in an ominous gloom. We had left two windows opeu in the 
front piazza, and at a few minutes before seven I felt the sudden 
chill which precedes a tornado, and heard the rushing of the 
wind, although it had not even reached the town, the outline of 
which I could yet trace, with its lights just beginning to enliven 
the dusk of evening, whilst the water for some distance out iu 
the harbour seemed black as ink froni the reflection of the heavy 
clouds above. The chirping and humnung of insects ceased all 
■t ODce, att the storm came sweeping on from the sea, and s.t 
Ipvcit o'clock exactly, it was upon the hiU ; l.\ie Vvai cotoov^" 
'^yy gosts and passing away wilh a wild waWin^^ sovuiA.," 
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tlie howl of some baffled power of evil ; while the peals of 
thumler, fearfully loud, with scarcely a mament between thein—^ 
with the lightning flasliing amid the surruuuding darkness, r 
furoibly illustrated the worda of the Psalmist, " The voice of 
thy thunder was in the heaven ; the lightnings lightened the 
world ; the earth trembled and sliook," 

And then with a force as if it alone, of all the elements, were 
capable of eurbing that mighty wind, on came the rain, dashiog 
upon the shiDgled roof like a shower of bI 
drifl so thick, that notwithstanding the bnghtness of the lightning 
it was impossible to see anything from the windows, save the 
leafy tops of the orange-trees close to the house, quivering and 
struggling in the blast, and [he Jong feathery branches of the 
cocoa-nut tree bending before its fury. 

At half-past seven, the monotonous, but to me most cheering 
music of the crickets announced that the tornado wi 
although the thunder and lightning continued for sor 
accompanied by torrents of rain ; while the land-wind e 
differs in nothing from the hurricane gusts, e 
more steadily. The curtain drapery, table-c 
inner apartments, still wave to and fro, as if all the piazza win- 
dows were open, and the atmosphere has become so cool and 
pleasant, it is difficult to remember that exposure to this wind is 
fraught with danger to Europeans. But, wrapped in a shawl, 
I have watched the storm as it wei 
died into silence and gloom far oi 
violent a tornado has passed over i 
to any great degree, that annoying n 

since the memorable night of the 4th of June, I have felt ei 
on the very slightest puff of land-wind. 

28th. — Lovely sunny day, but oppressively wann. The t 
nadoes of the two preceding evenings betoken the breaking off 
of the "rains." 

29th. — My prognostications and hopes of fine weather doomed 
to be disappointed, for after a treacherously beautiful morning, 
;anie on heavy rain which continued all day. 

30tk. — Heavy gales from the sea without five minutes' inter- 
liaaion. The i 
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round by the Cape, and 
at sea ; thankful that so 
without my experiencing, 
which, ever 
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niagniludi! of rivers. Fruiliy torrents gleam on ihe di^tADt 
mountaiu- sides in places wliere I never saw tite semblance of 
moisture before. One or two of the " grass-fields " are partially 
under water ; and n'liere the diflerent streams empty themselves 
into the harbour, the waves, owing to the quantity of red soil 
that has been washed down, are for a considerable space out- 
wards all 

" Crested with tawny {ana 
Like tlie mane of a cheEQDt steed." 

September 1st. — Once more fine enough to admit of walking 
out. I obt^erved many novelties in our ramble. One branch 
eiretcliing out from the wilderness-like maze hedging the path on 
the ravine-side was laden with bright red pods much the ^hape 
of long thick pendants for the ears, each pod containing a single 
bean of a dark browQ colour, encased in a yellow cup streaked 
with scarlet. I saw several other shrubs with very curiuua 
fruit, being hard nuts with a rough cloth-like surface. One, 
with this outer coaling of a greenisli yellow, is called by the 
natives " broke back," because, according to them, whoever eats 
the kernel will never afterwards be able to walk upright, as it 
possesses the miraculous properly of breaking the back ! 

Many trees have the bark of their branches almost hid by 
small berries, of various colours, growing on bough and twig so 
close and tliick, that you can have some idea of their appearance 
by supposing how twigs would look, covered over with some 
adhesive matter, and then dipped into a heap of glass beads. 
One handsome plant with 3 thorny stem, straight branches, and 
leaf a little like that of the laburnum, has a small, ehioing, 
crimson berry, growing like strings of red currants — only not 
M transparent. I particularly noticed another from its deep 
orange clusters, reminding me of those of the mountain -ash. 
This tree is about the size of a laurustinus or lilac, and has a 
light green leaf. From its being the fir»t to attract the locusts, 
it is sometimes called by the blacks here " locust-tree," though 
Bat in the least resembling those splendid tree acacias which 
- bear that name. 
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LETTER X. 

Tropic Storms — Worshippers of Lightning — Garden in a Glen — Bean- 
tifol -wild Pig-tree — Parasitical Vegetation — Busli Ropes — " Knife- 
grass" — "Choooa-choacM" — S!«y-hirds — I ulerest excited by Vesaeta 
coming into fiarbonr — Tliongbts in Rhyme. 

October 30. 
This is the land of storms. With three exceptiona, tliose that 
usiiered in the wet season were uotliing; to what they now are. 
We have had a. gradual abatement in rains and fogs, hut for the 
last two months have had a tornado almost every night. Tfaia 
hurricane wind generally comes on at first from the land, but 
beats round and round the house, causing me oflen to imagiae it 
blows from every poiut of llie compass at once. Sometimes 

■ wind, rain, thunder, and lightning continue t<^iher for upwards 
of two hours ; then again, we have the storm-wind and rain with 
little or no thunder and lightning. The heaviest tornadoes are 
those where the wind blows for perhaps half an hour before any 
rain falls, or when accompanied by only a small rain. One day, 
after a strong sea-breeze with a clouded sun, we may have a 
fierce tornado ; the next day there may be a dead calm, with a 

I fiery-hot sun, and yet as fierce a tornado at night again; after 
which, at one time follows a calm, at another a violent land- 
One peculiarity is observable regarding these storms; they 
most commonly occur between sunset and sunrise, and, as &r as 
I can judge, always at low-water. 
On the 26th of September we had two within twelve hours. 
It was a dull, dark, cold, rainy morning after a thunder-storm, 
and as I sat absorbed in reading a newly-arrived English letter, 
M observed that a tornado was coming; on looking up, 
I beheld the river and opposite shore black as ink. Th»% 
was scarcely time lo close the jalousied window-shutters 
eastern room, ere a blast came on with terrific violence ; the 
branches of the palm-trees were swung i:Q\w\d in all directions. 
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and even the etubborn orange-trees shook as if being uprooted. 
The wind did Dot last above seven minules, when it was beat down 
by heavy rain, the sound of which waa most welcome to me. A 
second edition of the morning's thiinder-slorm then rolled over 
the house and went out to sea, the land-wind continuing to blow 
for some hours. The afternoon waa fine, clear, and sunny, but 
now and then we beard the echoed rumbling, which betokened 
the elements at war among' the raouatains. Although the sun 
in setting gave to every cloud hues of purple, crimson, and 
orange, in their very darkest and richest dyes, yet the heavens 
bad a wild, unsettled appearance; while long narrow iron-grey 
clouds lay like bars of iron stretched over the river, the Bullom 
shore, and the sea towards Leopard's Island, — from which, im- 
mediately the sun sank below the horizon, the most vivid light' 
: flashed forth. 

.fter it became dark, T watched the sky above Mount Oriel, 
each flash sliowed diaiinclly as at noon-day the ruined 
and its neglected trees ; and if you imagine a iar view of 
) of snow -col oil red hills, seen by the reflected flickering 
light of volumes of flame — you have an idea of the dUtaTit aspect 
of a coming tornado. Such was the appearance of the clouds in 
that quarter until about eight o'clock, when the scene completely 
changed ; the black fog, ristug over the other hill like an im- 
niensH body of sool set in motion by the wind, seemed for a 
moment as if about to &11 avalanche-like upon ours; and then 
rushing furiously down the river, the pent-up wrath of the storm 
burst in one fierce gust, not tasting above three minutes before 
it waa somewhat moderated by rain, which, with the thunder and 
lightning, gradually passed on, leaving a very strong land-wind 
that blew all night. 

The word "tornado" inPortuguese literally means "returned," 
but is also used to signify the time in which the sun goes back 
from the tropic of Cancer. " Toriieado " is the Spanish for 
" tiiunder ;" but I cannot tell from which language we have 
adopted it inia ours ; I think from the former, as the spelling is 
the same. 

Tou will conclude that I think of nothing save tornadoes. 
But, indeed, though confessing that these subUme tiaVAvt^ -^Vwtfs- ^ 
^^^BGiia are the beoeScki agents of a wise and meicvtoVYttiVi&su^^^ 
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-fitted for the country in which they lake place — am!, by puri- 
fying the atmosphere, rendering the fever-pestilence of this coast 
less prevalent, and less fata.lin its effects; still, my piiilosophy does 
not carry me far enough to enable me to witness them without a 
feeling uf awe, and an admiring remembrance of our own blessed 
climate, where there is no occasion for storm and tempest to 
occur to the same tremendous extent. 

The former building on this hill was twice struck by ligbu 
niug, the second time being partly burnt down ere a^slance 
came from town. The marks of fresh plastering in one of our 
rooms liiiow the rent made in the waU, wlien this present house 
vae struck also. Yet notwithstanding the frequency and violeoce 
of thunder-storms here, incidents of any one being killed by 
accidents from lightning are very rare. Many of the liberated 
Africans worship lightning. During a tornado these deluded 
people beat tom-toms, and make such horrid yelling noises, that 
I could believe a herd of wild beasts were prancing througii the 
suburbs of Freetown in full cry. The two persons killed during 
the night of the 28th of June were, I have been since told, en- 
gaged in these heathen customs at the time of their awfully 
sudden death, which is looked upon by the superstitious of the 
blacks professing Christianity as a terrible warning to the rest. 

An Aku man came one day to offer himself as groom ; and 
on our referring for some information respecting his character 
to an upper servant, who happened to bo of the same tribe, he 
shook his head, and said very gravely, " Dat man no do tot 
horseman, raassa ; no, no, can't do at all," 

As the candidate had some credentials of having before served 

in a similar capacity, and to his employer's satisfaction, M 

made further inquiries, and at last elicited from our awe-struck 
domestic, not that hh countryman was incompetent to perform 
the duties of groom, but that hia disqualifications arose solelj 
from the fact that "he worship de tunder!" 

NovfmJier &lh.~~One necessarily leads ra,ther a hermit Ufe In 
such a situation as this. A walk of but half an hour's duration 
is the utmost I can possibly take without feeling over fatigued ; 
the intense heat of the aim renders riding by no means a pleasant 
?.neept in the morning or afternoon. The mountain 
Mda are too sleep It 
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meat, as well as the jolting motion, of a palanquiii ; tlierefore 
you will perceive that my excursions seldom extent! very far, and 
allow of but Jiltle variety. Almost every evening I walk dowu 
to the gardra made sume time ago iu the glen at the waterfall, 
where the neatly laid-out beds, iu which tlie &iniliar leaves of 
cresses, paisley, peas, with other Aorne herbs and vegetables, have 
just begun to sliow, form a pleasing contrast (o liie wilds oa 
either side. 

One morpiog, whilst M was overlooking the farm-people 

clearing the path by the side of the brook near the garden, on 
coming to a very fine fig-tree that grows there, oue nf them 
exclaimed, quite enthusiastically, " Ah, niassa ! dey plant plenty 
dem in my country for somebody to ait under !" and appeared 

quite deligiited at the sight of the tree. Even had M not 

told me it was just what I would like to see, I would have 
wished to visit the wonderful vegetable production capable of 
calling forth admiration from a negro — all of that race, so far 
as my observation extends, however they delight in the arlifldal 
adornment of gay clotiiing and glass beads, seeming to lake a. 
positive pleasure in hacking, hewing, destroying, and burning the 
stateliest trees of the mountains ; and will not permit a mere 
fiowering plant to remain in their ground, looking with com- 
passionate contempt on the simplicity of Europeans in cultivating 
Sowers, disdaining themselves the moat fragrant and beautiful 
blossoms, solely because, according to their theory, " him no no 
use — somehady can't eat tan." 

In the cool of the evetiiug I rode down to the garden, so that 
I might not be too tired for the real bush ramble wliich was to 
follow ; and leaving liorse and horseman to wait our return, 

accompanied M along a fresjily -opened path to tfje right, 

and which was strewed with leaves and Iwughs of tlie bush that 
had been cut down to permit entrance. We walked on, c-are- 
liilly picking our steps through Ijie stumps of young trees, with 
tlie brook ou one hand, into which several plantains and bananas 
dipped their broad leaves, whilst tlie other aide, dark with trees, 
climbing plants, and long tangled grass, formed too impenetrable 
a front to tempt my exploring its recesses farther, infested as the 
hush there is by red ants ; and only tliat day a laige ^e^xi «D]i^« 
^ai been killetl in one of the baoana-trecs. 
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But I was amply repaid for the exertion of Hcmmbling through 
the intricate patli. This peculiar species of wild lig is, indeed, a 
noble tree. Its trunk rises like a fluted column, whilst its roots 
setid themselves several ynrds over an immense stone that slopes 
down into the middle of the stream, in whose restless wateni they 
disappear ; and the lolly branches, with their light-green leaves 
stretching ikr overheid, forming a delicious canopy from 
scorching sun, do indeed most completely convey the idea of 
repose siid peace, contained in the Scripture expression of " sitting 
under one's own fig-tree." The boughs are wide and spreading, 
but not too densely foliaged, for through thdr interstices a 
chequered light is admitted, whose dim softness greatly relieves 
the gloomy shade of that end of the green arched avenue leading 
to the spot. With ttiis striking ornament of the wilderness a 
natural curiosity is connected, as npparently out of its trunk 
another tree shoots up, tall, straight, vigorous, and leafy, although 
the lower part of its stem is enclosed within the body of the fig- 
tree, which ia not in the slightest way disfigured by this strange 
adherent, although the colours of the bark and leaves, with their 
shape and texture, are quite different. I am now inclined to 
think that the apparent parasite in the centre has been a young 
tree encased whilst growing up, hy the fig twining round it; a 
I have more lately seen other and far loftier trees, round which 
many climbing stems had wreathed themselves in tortuous 
meshes, tracing in their turnings and windings the most elaborate 
network-like patterns on a truly gigantic scale ; and, no doubt, 
had they done this before the trunk from which they derived 
support had attained its full growth, in time they must have 
formed a wooden case for it by uniting all ti^ther, as those of 
the fig-tree have evidently done. 

M tells me of a tree, which he saw at the Gambia, with 

a smooth bark and common sort of leaf, but its uppermost boughs 
surmounted by the nodding crest of a palm, thus presenting a 
most extraordinary appearance, looking as if out of a hollow 
tree the palms had sprung up ; when, in reality, its ringed trunk 
had been at first completely encircled by the twining stems ol 
climber that had, as they increased in age, grown all into o 
mass of wood under an unbroken crust of bark, and thrown out 
Aealtby aad jpreading braQche& of their own. Another ev^ 
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we went to the fifr-tree by a still rougher path, where I particu- 
larly noticed, from their being in such abundiince, the pliant and 
twisting stems of these plants used as rope by tlie natives, in 
CisteDiiig the posts of their huts, and sold r^ularly in the market 
of Freetown. Tough and flexible as any hempen cordage, some 
of these bush-ropes are small as whipcord, others thick as cables. 
They mostly run up amongst the boughs of trees, and hang down 
in the form of vine- tendrils, but many of Uiem in time become 
trees of a very fair size themselves. 

" Knife-grass " is a formidable opponent to buah-esplorers 
in general. It mounts up amongst the highest branches, to 
&11 downwards again in long ravelled masses ; crossing and 
re-crossing; and, though neither a climber nor creeper, holding 
on with the tenacity of a burdock, forming in some places at the 
sides of this path a barrier as thick and impervious as any 
thatch. Unlike other graases, its root is bulbous ; its slalk 
three-sided like a prism, each edge being serrated, as are those 
of the long, narrow, spear-pointed blade, aud also the under eur- 
iace of the fibre running up its centre, with which I have 
actually made a deep dent in soft wood, by using (as an experi- 
ment of its power) one of the blades as a saw I This grass, if 
but accidentally touched by the finger, immediately draws blood, 
and the ja^ed, uneven nature of the wound renders it less tri- 
fling than one would suppose, therefore I by no means wonder 
at the fear in which the labourers stand of coming in contact 
with the " knife-grass." All plants of a briery nature are called 
" chouca-choucas " by the blacks, and one most delicately fo- 
liaged acacia that runs along the ground is especially dreaded 
by them, from iCs long spines like needles. This species has a 
very ptetty and fragrant white blossom. 

Of the novelties which have attracted my attention since 
the cessation of the " rains," a bird, men for the first time 
about ten days ago, deserves particular notice. Sitting quietly 

aJoue one forenoon, M as usual in town — baby asleep — 

and Ills little attendant taking her daily tiath at the brook, ^er 
the fashion of the natives, — I suddenly heard the most clear and 
melodious notes sounding high up in the air, and looking out, 
saw darting in the sunshine, with movemenU aa&tnV\iv^^ 
' song, a flock of biida w\l^ two CMnoAiK 
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lail-fratbers, in colour sotnetiiiDg between green aud blue, and 
tawny wiugs dashed with g;old. Sometimes they soared up on 
expanded wing until nearly out of sight, and then floating down- 
wards gently as flowers bending to the wind, would rapidly wheel 
round, till almost touching the earth, and then up and away 
again 1 now balancing themselves with a motionless buoyancy, 
then rising and sinking by turns, until I could not but think they 
kept time to their own music. 

The notes of their song are few, but quick, thrilliag, and 
joyous. The lark, of ait our British birds (warmly as I would 
also accord my meed of praise to the clear whistle of the black' 
bird and the warbling of the thrush), can alone embody in sound 
Ihe feeling of glad/iess so forcibly as does this blithe denizen of 
a baneful climate. It may be that the general absence of melody 
amongst the feathered tribes here causes me to prize the notes 
of this one bird so highly. But whilst listening to the gay, glad 
song of these bright-winged creatures, and watching their dancing 
evolutions, I should think it impossible for a single desponding 
thought to cross one's mind ; for, excepting the lively carol of a 
healthy, liappy child — or, perhaps, the murmuring voice of the 
blessed sea-breeze at sultry noon-day — there are here few sounds 
in nature more heartily cheerful than the clear, silvery, ringing 
chorus of these beautiful " sky-birds " of Sierra Leone. 

24th. — The weatiier has been so warm for the last fortnight, 
that we dispense with a fire, except for three hours in the 
morning and as many at niglit. We have had no tornadoes 
now since the night of the 10th, but then a very heavy one. It 
was followed by a dry hurricane- wind that lasted several hours, 
during which the flag-staff at the barracks was blown down, 
much to my chagrin, as I see no signs of its being replaced ; and 
there has been fur the laft six days a sort of haze in the atmos- 
phere, attended by harmattan wind, and which wholly obscures 
my view of the other at Signal Hill. Whenever I hear the deep 
booming sound that tells of a sail in the ofGng, I look eagerly 
out to see what fl^ is hoisted, and then search through the 
haze for the vessel itself — having now become rather practised in 
the art of guessing from appearance whence and vihaC she is 
likely to turn out; an idle occupation, but nevertheless one in 
tfliich I take a kind of childiah de\ig\il, m^ iVvvtst for home news 



ing as unqueiichuble aa ever, as the little rliymifig e 
sure ill tliis will testify. 

TO A LIGHT BARQUE FBOM ENGLAND. 

October 27th, 
The echo of the signal-gnn ! the banner red Btreams fbrlh ! 
For ou the wave a snow-white sail gleams brightly in the north. 
Bio* strongly now, thou ocean-breeze, and waft her to the atmnd; 
Mayhap the brings us tidings good from Britain's hononr'd land. 
wWt Bit thou, rarer of the deep, (hat hither hend'st thy vay ? 
la vhut for sheltering haven didst thou last at anchor lay 7 
Art thou a cruiser of our Qneen's ? well manned by seamen bold. 
To check the slaver's course dost thon a Royal warrant hold ? 
Or dost thou come, a captur'd prize, in bauds humane and brsTC, 
To that grave FOitrt whose high decree sets {kb the pining slave? 
Bnt /care not a gay " St. Georgo," nor pennant broad to see, 
A mercbanl-barque with news from home &r welcomer would l>e. 
Flow swiftly back, thou ebbing tide ! Thou slumbering wind, awake I 
I wish not lutK the deep to view like some Calm inland lake. 
O wherefore dost thon lag, sea-breeze F beti-iend the good ship still' 
Beat back the wild tomado-cloods fast gathering o'er yon hill ; 
Again to lone Sahara's plains drive thou the storm-wiud back. 
That nought may cause that vessel proud to change her landnard track. 

Our hearts with hope are fraught, vhite sdl I while gazing upon thee, 
That shortly we, of iHends remote, both eigc and seal may see- 
That soon of British Church and State all tidings we may hear, 
With each event vhleh bears upon onr cooutry's wellare dear. 
Oh 1 bring'rt thon any letters peuu'd beside my (hther's hearth — 
Where words are sometimes blotted through the children's noisy mirth 7 
Do still my yonthfiil brothers there our childhood's jokes revive ? 
Or in the cold world's wildering maze have they gone fiirth to striveP 
While soduesa o'er my father's heart asserts its weary power, 
So few HOW claim his blessing at the wonted " good-night " hoar ; 
At which still time the youngesC's prayer, lisped at her motlier's kme, 
The infant orieous recall of those heyond the sea — 
For whom so many aniious tears that mother's eyes have wept, 
Bin«e toai they Watoh'd the cradle where her fir^bam sweetly sltpt '. 

Aye near me are the dearest ties for which this earth hath name, 
Yet each of ye, my parted ones I affection's thoughts still claim; 
And one there is, who dwelleth lone by grey yet kingly towers. 
Whose image with the memory blends of my most radiant Iwnnt. 
Pn W thou some letter kind from /ler, O gallant vcwid, \inBft, 
^bt with the retxiUeetions old to which 1 love to cWnftl J 
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BemembraiiGC still those purple bills — thut windiag seream brings bock. 
Even sdll I seem witb tJiat Ime friend lo treail Bome woodland track. 
While miuglelh vitb her acoenls low that deep and thrilling tone 
Whose music to mine ear halh since so sweet faauIiiiT grown 1 
— Back to thine inmost ctUs, fond thoughts ! I dare uo longer dream. 
And lo ! upon the wnterB wide Ehinee out a annny gleam 1 
\ Away hath rolled the ttomi-claiid dark — the sea-breeze proves its might, 
^ And safely in the deep blue buy that barque shall ride ere mght. 
The tide holh long since turned which strove to bear her fiirther south. 
And brevely post the jealous shoal that guards (he harbonr'a month. 
The white foam dashing from her bows, belbre the wind the goes, 
A 9 if she knew her yojage now was near its prosperous close. 
Those upright masts, that hull's stout biuld, no foreign croft denote. 
Right proudly at her gaff I sec the Rag of England float ! 
Oh t ever may that eaaign bright all alien colours brave, 
And Britain reign triumphant still, the empress of the wave ! 

I welcome thee to port, fair ship ! but I shall hail thee more, 
I If kindly scrolls &om kindred mine thon bring'sl in goodly score ; 

And afterword, whene'er thy sails unfiirl to meet the breele, 
L Fur thee a happy clime I'll wish, Mr wijids, and friendly seal ! 
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A MILD kind of harmattan has been blowing; for the last furt- 
iiig^ht, nhich still causes the paper on which I write to curl up 
at the edges, as if it were held to the fire, and our most strongly- 
bound books to open their leaves of themselves. The grass looks 
dry aod withered ; and although there is a constant succession 
of leaves on the trees, yet at present they fall in multitudes, 
and the orange-bouglia especially have a bare and scorched 
appearance. We rode over to Mount Oriel a few evenings 
ago, where, though some of its inner walla have fallen down, 
the ruined house still stands, despite the many heavy storms 
tliat have swept through its broken casements. The Guinea 
grass on the flat ground in front met far over our heads, even 

when on horseback. M measured one stalk, which was fully 

seventeen feet in height, and about the thickness of a common 
walking-cane. It seems to average about fifleen feet, but often 
is as high as twenty, and, being in flower just now, looks like a 
particularly rich and stately crop of some sort of grain. Horses 
are very fond of thb grass, and when, as at this season, in lieu 
of its fine succulent blade — a little like that of green wheat, only 
much broader — the groom gathers its tops and gives them to tiie 
horses, they become a!j frisky as if it were as much com. Another 
grass, of lesser stature, with a bluish tinge, downy stalks and 
blades, springs up in thick separate tufis, and is called '* cow- 
grass," from its being a favourite with these animals, but horses 
will not feed on it. I also observed that evening, amongst the 
stones near the brow of the other hill, some patches of a delicate 
kind of low, thin, wiry grass, that reminded me «^ fta.'i ^Wwi^. 
wBb trembling crests of seeds appeared, on c\uae eiiiimwiaAiaai^as''^ 
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formed of silken threads, fine as tlie Bneat hair, wilh at llie top 
of each a green knob, about the size of a pin's head, yet so light 
03 scarcely to bend its fragile support. I was not a little asto- 
nished to leani that this grass is the poisonous sort which has 
given the name of mere " grass-fields " to these low rocky plains, 
where it is almost the only appearance of vegetable life. 

Once upon a time an English gentleman here, fancying per- 
haps, like myself, that such a pretty grass could not but be & 
most innocent sort of herbage for catlle, would listen to no 
monstrances from his black servants, but insisted on their making 
it into hay for his horses. This was accordingly done ; ; 
whether it were the cause or not, of course I cannot tell, but all 
the horses that were forced to eat this new-fashioned hay c 
lainly died whilst undergoing the esperiment— a catastrophe at 
which their owner was so indignant tliat he resolved to patronize 
no such unreasonable quadrupeds in future ; and forthwith pro- 
moted four handsome assea to the honour of drawing his 
equipage. 

30lh. — Another feverish attack prevented me sending this 
letter by a ship which sailed on the 23rd with a great mi 
pas."enger9. People are continually going home from Sierra 
Leone for the recovery of their health, or with no intention of 
returning ; and new people coming out, to leave shortly again for 
the same causes, so that there is no Jixed or permanent society. 
But more melancholy changes have thinned ray estremely limited 
circle of acqii^tances. Of the very few European ladies r 
dent here when I arrived, three have since died, and amongst 
these my kind and lamented friend Mrs. . 

We had actually a tornado so late as the 16th. It was in 
morning, and followed by heavy rain and distant thunder, whilst 
the whole day continued dull and gloomy. 

On Christmas-day, which was parlicularly cold and chilly for 
the dry season, there was also loud thunder amongst tlie hills. 
The musical performances of the " waits," the night preceding, 
were heard distinctly up here; and the beating of tom-t< 
was louder even tlian usual, accompanied by the incessant firlny 
off of overcharged muskets. Tlie ships were all gaily adorned 

'A Sage, and they kept the harbour in a continued atmospliere 

moke, quite misleading me at ftial V>y '^w ts^iV q? Uwir small 
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^us, that Eounded like a succe^ian of signals from the far bill. 
Hosts of people besieged the bouse for Christmas-boxes, or 
" bunyah," els they call such presents ; anrl each recfeiviiig some- 
thing — from a dunit sbirt or trowsers, a bright scarf or handker- 
chief, a book, or an old pair of boots, down lo a. few cocoa-n'iis, as 
suited the pretensions or merits of the applicant, with, of course, 
the usual " glass-grog," all went off again in high glee. 

One trustworthy old Timinanee man declined the rum, having 
taken a pledge agahist drinking spirits, but accepted a glass of 
wine instead. This step in civilization has been effected at the 
instance of a Missionary, who has devoted himself to the stu<!y of 
the languages spoken by the different tribes in this part of Africa, 
with the intention of travelling in the interior, and baa, I be- 
lieve, written a Timmanee graniniar. 

On giving the little apprentices tlieir usual lesson, I inquired 
of the boy, who lias been three years at school in the colony — if 
he knew why people went to church on Chrisimas-day — in 
short, what was the meaning of tliig festival ? — asking the ques- 
tion in the most approved country fashion of speaking. He im- 
mediately replied, with a peculiarly sage expression of counte- 
nance, and in a tone of some complacency at the consciousness of 
his own learning, " Yes, I savey him good — him mean day for 
get someting;" and, evidently whatever he had been taught with 
regard to the holiiJay, it remained associated in his mind with 
the idea alone of " getting someting," 

Upon the whole, both of these negro children have made some 
progress since they came ; but whilst the boy is remarkably 
quick at getting his lessons, at least by role — and the girl very 
backward in learning hers, however anxious and willing to 
" savey book," — ^he is by far the more helpful, industrious, active, 
and attentive of the two. 

A bunch of an eslraordinary kind of" bush" was brought to 

me a short time ago. It consisted of thick pods, each nearly flat 

underneath, but rounded on the upper surface, where was a cleft 

^Bke that on a plum. Three of these, joined together much in 

r as I have seen hazel-nuts, but sometimes only 

, hung at the end of the long flexible stalks, and luaW.^ 

■ ■ like whimsically- shaped pincus\i\oTia maifc lA w».A!A 

~fi^ept the /eafless twig in ihe house wtvW\ ne-sA. ~ 
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tending to send you a litlle sketch of its appearance, but before 
morning several of ihe pods had opened at the cleft, from which 
sprouted a single black bean. The pulpy substance aurrouuding 
this seed is full of an acid juice, and the natives use it to poli^ 
their teeth. 

Our people have a strange way of proving their regards foe 
your little nephew. An old servant brought inone day a land- 
crab, which he wislied to deprive of some of its claws, and then, 
ai^r fastening a string to those remaining, give it to tlie baby aa 
a plaything! One of the farm-labourers thought he would not 
be beliind in his offering, and sent up a young humming-bird, 
begging it might have a string tied to one of its feet, and made 
to flutter for the amusement of the child. Both of these gene- 
rous! y-ilisposed barbarians were much astonished at receiving 
in return a lesson on the subject of cruelty to animals. They 
must be in the habit of indulging their own children in such 
reiined pastimes, as shortly afterwards another man brought an 
enormous cricket, quite as large as a ftiU-grown mouse, and 
Btispendii^ the poor insect by a piece of fine country rope, seemed ' 
quite proud of presenting so grand and noisy a toy to the white ' 
piccaninny ; and witnessed its being set at liberty with a stare of I 
indignation and surprise. j 

Since the dry season set in, I think this situation more delight- ' 

ful than ever, and really must say, that id spite of its unhealthy 

character and the privation incident to its position, I like Sierra 

Leone extremely. The heat, uo doubt, is very great, but then j 

house and dress are alike adapted to the climate, so that it is quite 

endurable. I felt it much more this time last year, when living i 

in town. I think the hill a great deal more cheerful, too, as u . 

residence, than Freetown ; for here I can run out and in as I feel 

inclined, and amuse myself by looking at plants, flowers, birds, 

lizards, and insects ; whilst in the streets there was nothing to 

be seen but the same groups of market-people day after day 

plodding along, with now and then a solitary European figure. 



I Extracts Jrom Journal. 

January I3lh, 1842. — The harmattan is accompanied by a 
tA/ck reddisli haze, through which the sun on setting looks li] 
u globe of fire every evening, as sVioto ol sX\\vi»Ta.^a 
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gloomily behind the western horizon. Leopard's Island has been 
for a long time invisible, and instead of the bold, clear outline 
presented by the opposite shore during the rainy season, it now 
appears indistinct as land looming from a great distance at sea. 
Sometimes of a morning a white mist steals down the river, and 
floats about in light isolated wreaths above the water, untU form- 
iug, if I may be allowed the expression, several tiers of eurl- 
tilouds ; beyond which, by some illusion of perspective, the Bul- 
lom shore seems like part ci' another world, far up in the sky. 
These snowy vapours detach themselves again from the dense 
body, and skim away out to the ocean, gradually mingling with 
those in the higher regions of the air ; and are altogether much 
rnore agreeable to look at than the grim blacli fog of a totnodo, 
or the murky " smokes " that used to settle on the adjoining 
hills, almost daily, before the final cessation of the " rains." 
Now and then we have a day wi[h some strong pu^ of sea- 
breeze, but still every object is shrouded in a dim sofl haze. 

20th. — This weary harmattan withers up all vegetation. The 
roads look like dry frasly roads, except in being excessively 
dusty ; and indeed the country has altogether the aspect that 
our own presents in lime of frost, only here the trees are still 
clothed with leaves, whose verdure, however, is both dimmed 
and faded. 

Tliroughout all our extensive views — beyond our own wooded 
knolls and glens, and the green fringes of the numerous brooks— 
I see only two refreshing spots to rest the eye upon, the drj'- 
season gardens attached to the country residences of two colonial 
gentlemen. There a silvery stream, shaded with bowery fruit- 
trees, winds its way through plots of dark-coloured earth dotted 
over with green vegetables j contrasting strongly with tiie un- 
weeded and riotous luxuriance of the garden-patches round the 
innumerable grass-thatched huls in the vicinity. These neat and J 

pretty villas, with their white painted exteriors, relieved by J 

bright green window-shoots, with an occasional picking out of I 

yellow, and surrounded by a rich profusion of the rarest and I 

most ornamental exotic plants and trees, are always here called \ 

" farms," though all the crops cultivated in tlieir adjoining 
grounds may be but a few rows of the roMnA-Vc^^i, fonoaS. 
^^^u9ee-busb ; or the cotlon-shrub, w\lVi \la Ks.STO&-cti^£»x|^^^H 
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cistus-like flower, and green seed-pod sheltering its downy 

A Eolilary cotton-plant flourishes amongst the choked-up trees 
on Iklouot Oriel, Previously to becoming ripe and brown, the 
hiuk is hard and green, I foolishly cut open one of them lately 
with a penknife, and found that the waleij fibrous substance 
withiu— and which is dry cotton when the pod opens — stained 
my lingers with an ugly burnt-umber sort of shade, that the 
continued bathing of them in lime-juice, after I had in vain tried 
plain water, would scarcely remoTC. 

I find the old house ou onr sister bill is not the only 
mined habitation in our view. On the slope of one of the hills 
of the Wilberforce range, and quite in a lonely locality, stand 
four roofless whitened walls in the midst of a thick grove of 
orange and shaddock trees, and through the glass I can see that 
these are all that is left of what apparently was formerly a 
country-seat, like the two I have just mentioned as looking so 
neat and nice in their pretty garden-grounds. There is some- 
thing melancholy in house and land togetiier in this climate 
falling into decay and desolation on the death or departure of 

Like the others, our mountain residence is also denomi- 
nated a " farm," though there is nothing farm-like about it, A 
place less adapted for agricultural purposes can hardly exist ; as 
the coffee, ever since we came up here, has been entirely left to 
itself, only a few of the bushes, which owing (o their situation 
by the sides of the walks had obtained a sort otraRdora pruning 
or rather lopping, have borne this season, and of that, by fer the 
greater part has been left to the birds. "When, therefore, I 
apeak of farm-men or labourers, you must understand these are 
merely people whose sole employment is cutting wood for fuel, 
carrying water, weeding the garden, keeping the walks, &c. near 
I the house free of bush, or, as at this time of the year, cutting 
I down the long grass that had sprung up during the " rains," 
the comparatively cleared spots on the htll ; rank vegetable 
matter growing close to one's abode being considered highly 
injurious to health in this country, besides the risk it is exposed 
to, when dry and parched by the itifltience of the hannatian, of 
i/eJnff set on fire, which will not spread B.nion^\, \W ever-g« 
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and leafy coffee-trees, 
neath them is kept cl 
the house itself. 

21si. — I observed thismorning-, stealthily hopping about behind 
a young lime-hedge near the house, a bird with brownish-red wing^ 
and tail, and slate-coloured head and breaat, but remarkable from 
its eye being in the centre of a long and arehed white mark that 
gives it a peculiarly odd espiegle expres?ioD. It is about tile 
size of a thrush, and rather clumsily formed, We call it the 
" Spectacle-bird," and I have watched it for a long time, and 
think it appears a most uni^octal and greedily -disposed creature, 
for as soon as it seizes upon something to eat, it hurries off the 
precious morsel, to derour it at leisure in a corner. 

Those gay warblers to wiiich I have given the name of " sky- 
birds" from tiieir graceful movements while on the wing, re- 
minding me of the soaring flij^ht of the lark, have also the same 
kind of almond-shaped outline round their eyes. There is 
another bird in shape and hue, witli the exception of some black 
and white feathers, not unlike the " spectacle-bird." It is as 
lai^ as a magpie, and never ventures near the house, although 
its shrill distinct cry of " Hoot-hoot ! hoot-hoot !" which has 
obtained for it the title, amongst Europeans here, of the " Scotch- 
man," is continually beard resounding in the " bush," 

29th. — A few days of constant sea-breeze have cleared the 
itmosphere so much, that this morning Leopard's Island was once 
displayed to my watchful gaze ; while in the afternoon the 
from the adjoining hill of Tagrin Point, the islands of 
ice and Tasso, with several others shining out in the calm 
■l^ht of a declining sun, appeared lovely beyond comparison, 
afler having been so long veiled by a harmattan fog. I felt quite 
iuvigorated by a brisk canter across the level ground on the 
summit, the sea-breeze, too, being so soft and refreshing afler 
auch an uninterrupted reign of the harsh land-wind ; while the 
sight of a merchant- vessel coming in under fiiU sail, with the 
union-jack flying from her mast-head, added to the interest and 
cheerfulness of the scene by the anticipation? it raised of receiviug 
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Method of waterinp Garden — Enropcan Vegetables in Afiionn Soil — Sorcel 
Beer — Black Coolis — Negro Patois — Sweet Potatoes — Mark*cing 
Troubles — Pishing Boats — News of the Niger Expedition — Fanning 
Bice — Bamt Trunks of gigantic Trees — Malagnu'tta Pepper and other 
Plants — Green Locosta — Chameleocs ^ SdiuIb. 

The gartien has not siifferfid much from the hot dry weather, 
aa, independent of the daily serrice of watering-pots, it obtains 
a constant supply of water from a higher part of the brook, 
conveyed through very thick bamboos, which, although split, 
answer the purpose of leaden pipes most admirably. Each 
vegetable plat ia raised, and the divisions between them, where 
water-cresses flourish nicely, are kept like running streams by 
means of thLi bamboo aqueduct, whose contents are turned off 
and on as occasion requires. 

Parsley, thyme, sweet marjoram, mint, and sage thrive down 
here. We have also French beans and salad in abundance. 
But out of all the other seeds sown, we have only as yet been 
able to obtain a few meagre heads of celery, one small dish of 
green peas, two turnips hardly bigger than potato apples, and 
about half a dozen stringy, taper roots, which from their leaf and 
colour alone are entitled to the name of carrots. However, 
we have some most luxuriant tomatoes ; and both cauliflowers 
and Brussels sprouts having come up, though they have not ' 
flourished, we hope for better things next season. 

Among- several native productions which have been lefl in the 
garden by the labourers, when weeding and cleaning, is a 
species of mallow,* the leaf of which ia used as a soup vegetable 
by the blacks. The flower is yellow, and very small ; but from 
ihe calyxes and capsules, which are of a fieshy nature, and 
(when the seed is ripe) become of a deep red hue, a very plea- 

t acid drink is prepared. It is of a beautiful transparent 

• HibiacuB SiWaiiSa. 
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pink, and on bein^ poured oul sparkles like champagne. Ginger 
and sugar are added in making-, and it is much used as it refresh- 
ing- beverage in fevers. Wliat I have seen was sent ui* by a 
friend, but it is likewise to be bougbt in the market under the 
name of "soirel beer," 

The negroes seem to think that a vegetable is eatable only 
when made into soup. The broad heart-shaped leaf which we 
dress like spinach, they serve up to themselves swimming in the 
-water where it was boiled, and which they eat wiih it. Tliere are 
two kinds of this plant, one being more palatable than the other, 
and it tliey distingubh by the name of " English coco," though 
I am sure none of it has ever yet appeared in England. Not 
long after coming to this country, we happened to get some 
green peas, which I gave out to the cook to Lave plainly boiled 
for dinner. Fancy my surprise, when dinner-time came, to find 
the anticipated dish metamorpliosed into a very thin soup-maigre 
and sent up in a tureen. We were much amused at the man's 
mistake, and I found it rather diHicult to make him compretiend 
that we did not like soiqi made without meat or stock of any 
kind. He was a new-comer, and having evidently not under- 
stood my directions, thought it better to follow liis own approved 
fashion, than condescend to say " no been savey what missis say." 

I remember my wise reflections on hearing a European lady 
talk " country fashion " to a black servant one day very shortly 
after my arrival, and my mental resolve that I would never pro- 
fane my mother tongue by adopting so extraordinary a mode of 
speech ; nay, I was even so uncharitable in my ignorance as to 
think it sligiitly bordered on affectation, patronizing and using 
this most inel^iant and unintelligible language ; and was quite 
as ridiculous as if an Englishwoman were to deem it incumbent 
upon her, when visiting Scotland or Ireland, to learn to s[>eak in 
the broad dialect and harsh accent of either of those countries. 
But necessity has gradually taught me to think very differently, 
and I now give my household orders with perfect fluency, in a 
patois that would certainly puzzle both a linguist and gramma- 

But to return to the vegetable kingdom. To the Freetown 
market wc are indebted for yams, country spinach, ok) 

■t rf fruit eiceptin^ omngea, ^\i\ii\\ «^^ *^^ 
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trees yielJ us most munificently, Guavaa tuo ami pine-apples 
we liave in abundance, but the blacks appropriate the former, 
niid iIlb monkeys the latter to their own use. A mail who has 
got leave to plant a large piece of ground near the brook, at tbe 
Eose-apple Glen, suppliia ub, at his own prices, with nice freshly- 
dug cassada (a favourite vegetable of mine, though despised by 
most Europeans), and sweet potatoes,* roots but very little 
approximating u appeanuce, and still less in taste, to those from 
which they are named, being more the shape of large pears, 
buff-coloured, and when broken in their raw stale, giving out a 
glutinous milt-white juice. Boiled, they are an sweet aa common 
I>otati>es wouM be if mashed up with sugar. The plant itself 
trails along the ground, and a patch of it in bloom quite embel' 
lislies the usually flowerleiis uegro-gard»i8. 

Partly from a fear that their own domiciles may be robbed 
during the night, and jiartly because they consider tliis siCuatioii 
so very lonely, some of our servants manifest great reluctance lo 
remain, save in the diiytime. We therefore divide them into 
two sets, which are allowed to go to town by turns every second 
eveuing at sis o'clock, a more convenient time to give direclious 
for mai'ket than at five o'clock in the morning. But this indul- 
gence does not bring the market-man up a minuEe earlier nest 
day. " Please, ma'am, no beef been live in market until so l&t« ;" 
"Bread no go oven till past seven o'clock}" "Too soon for 
catch fruit dis morning," are every-day excuses, rendering it 
fortunate that we have not to depend for breakfast upon any- 
thing to be brought up then. Indeed, we very seldom patroaiKe 
the Sierra Leone bakers at all, as their bread is especially bad, 
and commonly flavoured with some outlandish herb or other; 
while the leaven used instead of yeast, is almost always sour. 
The home-made bread I liave seen here, I thought no better 
than that to be bouglit. The climate renders it impossible to 
superintend anything of the kind oneself, unless it be now and 
then, perhaps, such trifles as cake and pastry ; and even these 
you generally receive from the oven burnt or otherwise spoiled. 
Excellent hard biscuit is, however, brought to the colony by 
American traders, and we also have it sent out from England. 
T/ie market is well supplied with fish — mackerel (which, though 
■ CciiivbUtilatll«teUia. 
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lai^er and coarser than that caught on the English coast, is yet 
rer; good) ; soles, mullet, snapper, not uolike in ita bright colours 
and shape a very gigantic gold-fish, and barra.-cou(a, a grand 
looking and richly tasted fiah, those I have seen being Isj^ier 
than most salmon. Id ibe West Indies, where it is also common, 
the barra-couta is said to be poisonoua at particular seasons, but 
I have never heard of its being considered bo at any time here. 
EnormousoysterBarefoundon the Carpenter Rock, and I am told 
that the twisted stems and branches of the mangroves in the 
creeks and rivers are titickly crusted over with a much more 
delicate oyster. Most of those I have seen were in clusters of 
two or three together, the shells having thus quite a different 
appearance from ours. The river also abounds in cray-fish, 
shrinips, and many otliers boasting of such names as " old wives," 
"jumpiDg-fish," and "gropers," but of these I cannot speak 
from observation ; while sometimes the cook brings up a very 
nice sort of flat-iish whose name I do not know. The remora 
Is plentiful, and is actually eaten by the n^roes, who also cure 
great quantities of a tiny fish, appropriately called minnows. 

I sometimes count so many as thirty fishing-boats coming in 
at once of an afternoon, their white sails looking like wings ex- 
panded in the sea-breeze, and altogether conveying the idea of 
a fleet of colossal butterflies skimming on the surf^e of the 

From time to time we have had deplorable accounts of the 
Niger Expedition. Besides the many who have fallen victims 
to the climate, one gentleman has been, it is supposed, treacher- 
ously murdered by the natives. He liad g'one down the river for 
change of air, on account of his tiealth ; and in returning met 
with a large canoe, in which he was induced to embark ; the 
people by whom it was manned agreeing to take him to Brass 
Town, but since that hour he has neither been heard of nor seen. 

IBlk. — I have been attending to some domestic matters of a 
novel character to-day. As a very great quantity of rice is con- 
sumed in the household, we have laid in a large stock, which, 
previously to being stowed away, required to he nicety sifted. 
As the huge bags were brought up in the morning, they were 
emptied in heaps upon clean graas-mata spread uu\. uniCT We, 

■trees; The servatile, provided witb TOMni \wiminn> Sasi^ 
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ners, iben set to work as if winnowing grain ; their (all swarthy 
figures, in their chequered robes, enveloped in clouds of white 
dU8t — t)ie sight of cocoa and other palms, with bright birds 
flitting among their branches — the hordes of gay-coloured lizards 
tliat kept boldly helping themselves from the edge of each heap, 
quite reminding me of an Oriental picture. 

The country at present loohs very bare and parched-up, be- 
»des being in many places black from " bush-burnings" — a 
most untidy way of clearing laud. Here is none of that neatneaa 
which marks cultivation in our own country. The blackened 
stumps of trees arc left standing amongst the maize, ginger, and 
sugar-cane ; and the large boughs, that have not been consumed 
by fire, being allowed to remain where they fell, give a still 
more slovenly look to the cleared patches of farm-ground. The 
trunk of an immense tree, to which the natives have repeatedly 
set fire, liei prostrate in a part of our bush I managed to reach 
one day. It is quite hollow, and would make an excellent shel- 
ter from rain — nay, a negro family might almost contrive to 
live in it, as, in spite of being hacked, hewn, and burnt outside, 
it is still considerably above five feet in diameter. Still, in spite 
of such curiosities, and all the tropic eituberance of " bush," I 
should think a broad belt of dark brown furrows, straight and 
r^ulariy jielined, to the utter exclusion of all graceful curves ; 
or a single wheat-field, though ever so limited, with but a haw- 
thorn-liedge round it, quite a relief to look at, amidst the wild 
and neglected aspect of even the ctdltvation of this place. 

I have often noticed growing close out from tlie roots of trees, 
clusters of crimson pods, evidently the seeds of a plant whose 
reed-like brandies, a yard or two in length, bending across the 
pathway, show fheniselves to be clothed with opposite alternate 
leaves, much in the same manner as a palm-bough. Observing 
that these pods were always gathered by our attendants, I had 
brought to me, and found they contained rows upon rows 
of small black seeds closely packed in a fibrous pulp with an 
agreeable, acid, black currant sort of taste, and an aromatic 
smell. This plant is a kind ofMalaguetta pepper,* and these 
seeds are the famous " grains of paradise." 

A. low bushy shrub, that in its small bright glossy leaves 
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reminds me of both the myrtle and Iiox, greatly adorns the 
craggy face of our hill. Ita flowers, taken alone, are unpretend- 
ing little pea-blossoms of white and lilac mixed; but Ihnugh 
growing singly, are placed so close to each other on llie spray as 
to have quite an ornanienlal appearance. Theae produce very 
pretty berries of tiie brightest orange -colour, and divided 
into three compartments, each of whicli contains one flat seed 
wrapped in a downy coat. They are about the size of small 
cherries, and have rather a sweet taste ; and are esteemed by the 
blacks as very good to eat. 

But there are less charming natural objects abroad just now. 
On riding over to Mount Oriel the sound of the locusts skipping 
about amon^t the cassada is like that of the pattering of rain 
upon leaves. The«e insects, when fuil-growo, have small green 
upper wings, beads handsomely variegated in bars and chequers 
of red, green, black, and yellow, that remind one of mosaic- 
work, shoulder-plates of greenish yellow, great eyes like spots 
of red sealing-wax, and two long feelers. One gigantic species 
we call the " Monarch locust" is altogether greeu, with the ex- 
ception of the yellow armour across its shoulders, but its under 
wings are of light scarlet, shading into green at the tips, and 
regularly spotted with black. The wings of the young insect 
are not visible, and its dorsal shield ia black and yellow striped. 
They have four short fore-I^s, and two hinder ones, the latter 
being well armed with spines up to the first joint. 

Since the dry season set in I sometimes observe chameleons 
slowly moving along the orange-tree branches, quickening their 
pace on perceiving they are looked at, and hiding amorjgst the 
fbliage, where it is scarcely possible to distingubh them from the 
leaves themselves. The usual colour of the chameleon ia a vivid 
green, which, according to the hue of the object on which the 
animal is placed, changes to light or dark, yellowish or olive, 
occasionally intermixed with nearly black spots. Its skin is elastic, 
and the creature has the singular power of pufBng itsolf out, or 
contracting its body until it is quite flat. You would fancy it 
lived upon air, did you not perceive its food to be small flies aud 
Bucli insects, which it entraps by means of stretching out its long 
tongue. Unlike the bold-faced nimble little l\tMd&,V.Vft tioaxMi- 
^Moa (which are of various sizes) are s^i^ji ^t'^^^^^ '^v^^ 
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particularly bIuw and solcmu in their muveineotB ; while the 
stmngeness of tlieir appearance is lieigtiteDed by the peculiar 
form of the eye, which, set as it were in the centre of a ctmves 
circle which turns with the pupil, can look up and down, back- 
wards, forwards, or sideways, the head at the same time remain- 
ing quite stationary. The black people are afraid of this species 
of the lizard tribe, and fancy it can put out your eye by Hpiiting 
into it. My little Aku handmaiden cannot conceal her alarm 
and disgust on seeing nte take a chameleon into my hand. 

M had a tanie one at a house where he formerly lived, 

and where there was a g'reat fixed balh that used to attract 

I hordes of mosquitoes, against which tlie chameleon w^;ed deadly 
war, and thus made itself more useful tlian "pets" commonly are. 
I saw a giant snail the other day ; it was black, and really 
seemed to me to be very nearly a quarter of a yard in length, 
and proportionably thick. The shell of this sort of snail is 
pointed, instead of being rounded at the end, and many of them 
are ab«ve four inches in circumference, 

»A few days ago I noticed, growing at the side of the roed 
along which we were riding, a branch of what I fancied, from its 
apricot appearance, must be a line sort of tropic fruit, and bid 
one of the hDrsemen break it oS and bring it to me, whicli he 
did, assuring us at the same time it was a deadly poison. Though 
at a distance it seemed to have quite a peachy bloom, I found on 

I a nearer vie«' that its bright yellow rind was covered with spines. 
Inside it contained a pulp more tenjpting to look at tlian most 
of the bush fruits, and as full of small seeds as a gooseberry. 
And such productions, with their gorgeous colours, strange 
forms, and altogether unfamiliar aspect, insignificant as they may 
appear in themselves, yet greatly contribute to the whole that 
here reminds a European eye it gazes on the vegetation of the 
torrid zone. Except roses, and wood-sorrel (which groivs richly 
at the base of our old tamarind -tree), there are no familiar 
flowers and plants of any sort here. I saw lately a slight- 
stemmed tail weed, with a flower exactly like groundsel, only 
»il was pink iustead of yellow ; and you may be sure I hailed it 
as an old friend, and my thoughts winged back to the days that 
we used to gather our pinafores foil of groundsel for out tt 
rabbits. 







FIRES IN FREETOWN. 



LETTER XIII. 

African Cowg — Goals — Sqwrels 
BuEh Cals. 

March !e. 

[SHE has been a great fire in Ihe outskirts of Freetown lately. 

tppily, no lives were lost, but it is said that 1500/. wortli of 

iperly waa destroyed ; and when you remember, (he buildings 

irnt were either mere wuodeu franies, or mud and wicker-work 

its, the furniture, too, but of a very rude description, you can 

how very many poor familieB have suffered. Tlie fire, 

which broke out in tiie night, is said to have originated in the 

dwelling of a man whose employment is that of curing feh, 

which, when salted and dried, forms a favourite article of food 

amongst the blacks here. A party of soldiers were sent to the 

CEpot immediately on the alarm being given, but some of the 

sufferers complain that they lost as much, by the property they 

contrived to save being stolen in the alarm and confusion, aa 

they did by the fire itself. 

A few days afterwards there was another fire, in a street border- 
one of these arid-looking grass-fields. With tlie glass I could 
the whole scene distinctly. There was a strong sea-breeze, 
'hich caused the flames to rush witli inconceivable rapidity, one 
it after another blazing up like a heap of flax, and vanishing 
before tlie eyes. Some persons tore the thalch from the roofs of 
these fragile structures, the combustible nature of which, added 
to the extreme dryness of everything, and the waut of engines 
to convey water, render a lire at this season In Freetown a most 
Mrious event indeed. Others of the people, again, ran for fresh 
g;reen boughs, breaking down the braiiches of even their few 
finiit-trees, and with these beat the roofs and wattled n'alls of 
their huts. Women hastily conveyed their country tables and 
chairs, with baskets, calabash vessels, and articles of clothing 
into the street. I could even hear, lisin^ ^Wsft ft\e\v>WTw& 
•Snaging of the SK-beli, the screams of cl:i\\4tew, Vftft NQtiSSewiAowa 
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of the crowd, and the burking and yelping of dozens of the half- 
starved dogs which infest the town and its suburbs. One or 
two European gentlemen had galloped to the place, and evi- 
dently by their orders some of the huts were puUed completely 
dowo, thus leaving a wide gap, by which means the progress of 
tlie flames was at last stayed. 

Considering the risk to which houses are exposed by the burn- 
ing of bush in their vicinity, it is quite astonishing to me that 
fires occur so seldom here as they do. In clearing for purposes 
of cultivation, the nativei cut down the young trees, and, with 
the exception of those taken for fences or huls, leave them lying 
on the ground, until perfectly dry, when they are set on fire, 
their ashes serving as manure. But the blacks also very often 
set fire to the standing underwood and tall thick grass, for the 
purpose of scaring away snakes, or ofteuer to seize upon the game 
the flames dislodge from its hiding-place, and J have little pa- 
tience with such wholesale burnings. Flocks of doves, and other 
feathered favourites of mine, are to be seen sluvvly flying about 
witli drooping wings in the smoke of tliese fires, while countless 
numbers of hawks hover above on the waich for the poor half- 
Btupified and bewildered birds. Then the brown and scorched 
track lefl by the fierce element is particularly unsightly amongst 
the surroundiug verdure ; and it is provoking to know that trees, 
which might in time have become valuable for their fruit or 
other properties, are recklessly destroyed in the general confla- 
gration, as the natives take no heed about tlie matter. Palms 
and young tiinber siiare the same fate as the most ignoble bush, 
and no fartiier away tiian Mount Oriel a multitude of blackened 
Btema are all that is left of a lar<j;e plantation of guava -trees that 
have been burnt, witli many others of an ecjually useful nature 
and far more ornamental aspect. 

It is only at night that I can contemplate a " bush " fire with 
any satisfaclory feelings, and then it forms quite a characteristic 
feature in the darkened landscape. One evening I could have 
&ncied tliat a stalely building had suddenly started into existencs 
on one of the hills towards Wilberforee,* twelve large stationary 
li^iits, that in their regularity of disposal resembled as many 
illuminated windows, marking where some decayed stumps, or 
* A vilJage on a hill mm llie Sigaai ^iiatoi. 
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diy thickets, continued to bum after the grass, in wliicli they 
stood, had been reduced to ashes. 

We have now had a month of delig;htful sea-breezy weather, 
varied, however, upou the nights of the 2Tth ult. and 1st inst. 
by dry tornadoes, with beautifully vivid lightning out at sea, 
but I heard no thunder. It is three months to-day since a drop 
of rain fell here, and the country looks very brown arid bare, 
both &om the effects of drought and the constant " bush bum- 
The ugly green locusts, too, continue to skip about, bo 
have little chance of any green herb or blade, until heavy 
in has drowned these unwelcome annual visitauts. 

I have been attempting to set up a dairy, M having 

lught two cows lately; hut one of them seems to have no 
» give, and the other, a very prettily-spotted creature, is 
;, that there is no getting any of our people to milk her. 
It strikes me too, that they rather think it beneath a black man's 
dignity to handle a railk-pail. The calf trots about with its 
mother, and has several times taken it into its head to run away, 
followed, of course, by the old cow, the cowherd scampering 
after them, and one black supernumerary after another bringing 
up the rear, until all the servants and workpeople are lialf-way 
down the hill. Then the unreasonable quadruped, on beii^ 
caught, rebels most strenuously, and having once succeeded in 
dragging the person courageous enough to keep hold of the 
rope attached to her horns, into the heart of the bush on a steep 
part of the hill-side, whoever performs the exploit of Eeizing 
ber thinks himself as bold as if he had taken a lion alive. Tired 
of a cow-hunt every day, she has been tied up under the trees 
with a rope long enough to give her enough of liberty to graze 
quietly ; but her constant bellowing is so wild and unpleasant, 
that I shall be quite content in future with my tame and gentle 
goats, the milk of which, too, is so much richer than that yielded 
by the cows of this country. Besides these and our horses, some 
poultry, and a tame cat, form all our domestic live stock, though 
we have more of a different denomination on the " farm," Bush- 
cats prowl about of a morning, and often succeed in destroying 
our chickens, while not only have we beautiful little green squir- 
rels, but several difierent kinds of monkeys in the " ItobW " 
indeed a complete preserve tor nwrnVe^^iiiVviv * 
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coming scarce elsewhere id the vicinity, owin^ to the nitlikM 
clearing and burning of every thing in the shape of wood. I 
often watch tliem from the wiodows springing from tree to tree, 
climbing up and down the tniol^s, and shaking the branches, 
while one seems alwap to be set qnietly by itself to watch, and if 
di5turt>ed by any person approaching, imraediately gives notice 
to the others by a single hoarse bark, or rather guttural sort of 
quack, repeated several times. Some monkey-skins bronght here 
Jbr sale were of a deep gloi^ black with a flowing mane cover- 
tly the upper part of the shoulders, and I believe (he aniiaal 
iTom which the^ are obtained is found higher up in the moun* 
tuns here. The Mangrove moRkey baa a pretty fur of greenbh 
grey, except on the neck and breast, which are paler, and its 
hands and feet, as well as its face, are of a dark puqile slate- 
colour, almost black. I have seen several tame ones of this 
epecies, but do not think il is a denixen of our '' bush." 

One bush-cat we have here is called " atta " by the blacks. 
It has a brown fur with a tinge of green in it, a long t^>ering 
nose, sharp ferret-like eyes, and ear^ like those of a lat. It has 
a very long tpjl, and is a. slenderly made creature like a neasel, 
possessing also the same prupeniiiies. The other busli-cat is 
much larger, and is of a reddish yellow colour. 
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ATTACK OF CLIMATE FEVER. 



LETTER SIV. 



ik of Climate Fever — Black Nurse — Indolence of Settlers — Wild 
Coimlrj Ride — A Native Farm — Bmh ThieTes — Auec^oW- 

May 9. 
Upon the very day that my last letter to you was ended, I was 
seized with country fever, which confined me to bed for twenty 
days, and I had scarcely gained strength enuugh to move from 
one room to another, when my little boy was laken ill of ague, 
from which most enfeebling malady he has suffered severely, 
poor child ! But as he is now recoveriug, and I, although still 
weaJc and unfit for much exertion, have, at last, safely g^ot over 
the seasoning fever, you have no reason to feet uneasy on our 
account. 

There is something inespressibly solemn and affecting con- 
nected with illness in a country so unciviliued and remote as this. 
Instead of the numerous members of a fiimily, or benevolenlly- 
disposed friends — who, in one's own land, hasten to join in each 
ansious vigil by a sict bed, to lessen the cares of the sorrowing, 
as well as soothe the anguish of (he sufferer — there is in most 
cases here no person save the hired nurse to tend you. In a few 
others, only one sympathizing heart lo bear all the agony of 
apprehension, only one friend lo undergo all the fetigue of 
watching ; while the trouble of mind and weariness of body, 
everywhere, and in every station of life, in tome degree insepa- 
rable from tlie abode of sickness, is increased tenfold in a place 
where at times gold can avail as little as affection in procuring 
the most trifling and common-place comfort. Instead of the 
many old and tried domestics of a home household, who feel a 
kind of pride, besides an interest, in ministering to your every 
want, so far as their humble abilities permit ; there b here but 
the mercenary attendance of persons of another race, whose 
habits and manners are as strangely disaiimW t« -flVraX. "^ovs. V'i.fe. 
MMd aceustomed, as is their peraonai ap^eatavicie ■, ^iA ■*^'* 
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cannot be expected to care whether you live or die ; to whom, 
indeed, you are nothing, except in how far you can remunerate 
their services. 

Then there are the savage noises during both night and day ; 
the iocessant beating of tom-toms and Mandingo kettle-drums, 
the firing of muskets, the shouting and singing of the black 
population, mingled with the yelping, howling, and squealing of 
a iiorde of half-starved dogs and pigs ; all which convey but loo 
truly to your mind the remembrance that your home is indeed 
(ID a foreign shore. 

Even my nurse was surprised at the distinctness with which 
these wild sounds ascended to our dwelling, and launched out 
rather bitterly against the idle and evil-disposed of the liberated 
Africans, to whom alone (though I believe both Maroons and 
settlers themselves have their share in it) she ascribed this 
never-ceasing tumult. 

How the din of native drums, and the discordant nightly 

ilamour of human voices, to which in hours of health I had only 

given an amused thought, grated upon my ear, and seemed to 

! inlo my very brain, during the sleepless nights of tropic 

And I have now no donbt that such disturbances have, in 
more instances than one, contributed to render fatal the clima- 
torial attack, that with quiet and rest, in all ijuman probability, 
might have been subdued. There was a pleasant lulling sound 

■ in the monotonous hum of the crickets and other insects, that I 
wished in vain might drown the louder and more unwelcome 
noises of drums and dogs, and dismal singing of the natives. 
^ But if/ regarded these midnight sounds as an annoyance when 

so far removed from their immediate vicinity, to what must the 
sufferers in town be subjected ? I am indeed convinced that the 

I mortality of this place arises not solely from the unheal thiness of 
the climate, but from the privations consequent upon its situation, 
and the discomforts to which refined and civilized persons are 
exposed, by the customs of its ignorant, coarse, and barbarous 
inhabitants. 
Ton must not, however, allow my grumbling to render you 
uneasy about us. If the vision of Death on the pale horse is 
piare frequent in this country, — iiere, as elsewhere, he strikes 
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only at God's bidding,- — in whose hands we are. And you may 
be the less anxious, when you remember that we live in the 
healthiest sitiialiou in all the colony. Had I had so very violent 
an attack of fever in town, I doubt, humanly speaking, there 
would have been little chance of my life. But here tlie air is 
comparatively purer, and the atmosphere several degrees cooler 
than down in the plain below. 

The nurse who attended me, and who, as she moved about in her 
high-peaked head-dress, by the shaded light of the apartment 
seemed the very personification of one of the witches in Macbeth, 
was pre-eminently superior in intelligence and manner to any of 
Die sable-complexioned community I have yet seen. She was a 
Settler, had, like the rest of them, a Htlle money, and was a most 
unwearied, though not unwearying talker, ^ving me occasionally 
outlines of histories that seemed to possess incident for either 
tn^dy or novel. Sometimes she spoke, and spoke well, on 
religious subjects ; and now and then she ventured upon an 
admonition, that amused me : — " Now, marm, if you do not take 
care, you will get a delapee, and den no noting at all vill save 

She evidently thought that iu coming to such au out-of-the- 
way situation as this, where she could have few to gossip with, 
and none to look at except the work-people and servants, she had 
performed a most heroic and meritorious action ; and when I 
requested her to remain a few days longer, most pathetically 
advanced as a reason why so great a sacrifice was impossible, 
that really being always accustomed in her own house to sleep 
on a feather-bed, her bones ached with a forlniglit's lodging on a 
mattress. The idea of a feather-bed in this climate was cer- 
tainly a very novel one to me. There was a flying shower of 
rain one day which quite alarmed her, for a cause I give to you 
as showing; something of the character of the Settlers in general. 
She said that if she herself were absent from her home during 
the first tornado of the dry season, every thing in the house 
would be destroyed, as the roof leaked ; and although she had 
several grown-up daughters, they were too indolent not only to 
dry up the water, but even to set a basin to catch it as it fell. 
"' e added that all the work of her little menage de,\oVs^"a:^'a. 
self and her iiberaled African apprenfice. -^ 
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In my observations upon the serious evil she did her children 
by permitting: them to indulge in such slothful habits, she seemed 
to acquiesce ; but all she said proved most truly, that to the 
unconquerable repugnance of the younger Settlers to engage in 
any employment apparently menial, or that requires the slightest 
exertion, and to the pride or weak good nature of the older 
people who encourage this feeling, may be traced their degene- 
racy in every respect from wliat they originally were as a body. 
Why the roof of her house should have been in so insufficient a 
state when one of her sons professes to be a carpenter, I did not 
inquire, after the very unpleasing account slie gave of the rest of 
her family. 

One of the first times I was able to go out after my illness, 
we rode along the brow of the hill behind Mount Oriel, looking 
down on one hand to the goj^ through which our brook flows, 
and beyond that again to the wood-crowned hill above our owu. 
Amidst the wild and bleak aspect of these mountaina, with their 
few cleared spots planted with cassada, huge skeletons of trees 
standing erect, and many others lying half burned and still 
smouldering away on the scorched and blackened ground, I 
was agreeably surprised by the sight of a laig^e hut, wattled and 
mud-plastered, with a few humble outbuildings of the same 
description peeping up from the glen, being situated on the verg« 
of the water, and surrounded by a more extensive and better 
kept native farm than I have yet seen. Figs, goats, and eheep 
too were there, whose cries, with those of several kinds of poultry 
echoing among the silence and solitude that reigned around, 
actually conveyed an idea of rural civilized life, and gave me 
quite a favourable opinion of their owner. He is a liberated 

African, to wliom M- gave permission to plant part of our 

ground in that direction, on condition it was to be cleared other- 
wise than by burning, and provided the man did not cut down 
the few living foresHrees that still remain in our " bush ;" 
although at liberty to take as much fuel as he likea from the 
eeemingly inexhaustible supply in tiie shape of dead though 
not decayed trees, which stand poiniing with their leaflesa 
branches to the spoliation around, or lie prostrate among the 
underwood. The industrious occupant of the Glen farm, as I 
is ^ftr Africa) tidy homestead, now andtiien brings us some 
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token of bis good-will, such as a basket of cassada, a few roots 
^coco, or a great quantity of firewood, which he doubtless con- 
sort of acknowledgment to the lord of the manor. 
He is very useful in keeping off trespassers from our wild 
iure-grounds near his dwelling. Ever since coming up here 
have been subject to the depredations of a peculiar class of 
inds, known in the colony by the name of " bush thieves," 
times newly emancipated slaves, nm away before 
their short term of service at Government work is completed ; 
bitt more commonly liberated long; ago and comfortably settled 
down on their allotted pieces of ground, but who find it much 
more agreeable lo steal than to work. These people come into 
the bush and cut down whole loads of the straightest young 
trees to sell in the market for posts to huts, wattles, &c., set fire 
to the base of any ancient forest-tree that still stands, and after 
a tornado has in due time sent the stately trunk crashing to the 
earth, the thief watches his opportimity, and comes sometimes 
by moonlight, but ofleuer during the day, and from this &lleii 
piece of timber continues to provide himself with logs, which he 
generally carries off whole, but occasionally remains to split into 
fiiggots for sale. 

They also tiiiiik nothing of setting fire to the young trees on 
another person's property, and planting tije spot thus cleared 
with country vegetables of some sort or other ; making at the 
same time tracks through the bush, where they prowl about 
looking for anything to steal, and laying snares for deer and 
monkeys. 

I have no sympathy with such plunderers, because they 
destroy a great deal more than what they even carry off. The 
entire wide range of hills here still abound in timber for fuel, 
and the Sugar-loaf Mountain, were there no other place nearer, is 
ivered witji green wood fit for every imaginable purpose : there- 
I cannot see why all the " bush thieves" in the vicinity 
luld, out of laziness to walk a little farther (for of time they 
not appear to know the value, or they would not as they do 
Rpend so much of it in dancing and idleness), always commit 
their depredations on our limited shelter for men and monkeys. 
Our plan has always been to bring llie aggressor u^ to tii« 
and find out, if possible, by inquiry mto\viB c\T>»iWL»a»«»-, 
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whether be be trespassing through ignorance or design, whether 
he be stealing for himself, or is merely an apprentice (as is often 
the case) sent out on the same mission by a hard negro task- 
master. Of course we wage no war against any really poor 
people who may come with their " blys " to pick up dry sticks ; 
but when carpenters, soldiers, and barrack labourers, as well as 
the less respectable sort of bush thieves, <Io not scruple to obtain 
supplies of wood from our doomed " busli," such a system re- 
quires to be kept in check. Accordingly all who cannot give a 
satisfactory account of their proceedings are either marched back 
to their employers, as the case may be — dismissed with a friendly 
warning or admonition — or, if llie inroad made be very tlagrant, 
and the culprit have oifered battle to those sent to seize him — 
handed over to the police office. 

The Mandingo portion of tlicse vagabonds are the worst, and 
they have more than once drawn their long knives, and threatened 
the first person who attempted to hinder them from prowling- 
about at tlieir pleasure and taking wliat wood they wanted. But 
in general, as soon as our servants or work-people come witiiin 
sight, the thief takes to his heels, leaving both wood and weapon 
for felling it behind him. The instrument they use is a clumsy 
axe fixed in a rude wooden handle, instead of having, like an 
English hatchet, the handle fixed into it. " Axe " is one of the 
words it b impossible to teach the blacks to pronounce properly; 
they say " akkis," and in the same way call a box a " bokkis." 
In chopping wood they also use a huge unwieldy iron tool termed 
here a " cutlass," and which is not unlike a hedging-bill of the 
roughest and coarsest maiiu^ture. On being brought up and 
accused of" bush -trespassing," their excuse is commonly, " Please, 
massa, me no been savey dat wood I been cut belong for you !" 
To which the usual reply is " Well I but you savey good he no 
belong for you yourself! What for then you go cut some 
tother man's trees T" To this unanswerable query, a humble 
apology and many a reiterated vow of never again offending in 
like manner is made, and the culprit set at liberty ; but perhaps 
the very next " hush thief" that may be caught hacking and 
hewing in the depths of the ravine is the identical individual who, 
having been so profuse in his promises and excuses, was let off so 
eon//)- a couple of days before I 
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One day at an hour when all the work-people v 
view, the stealthy sound of wood-chopping indicated the employ- 
ment of an unauthorized hand, and a careful attention e 
directed the eye to a place where a man was committing s 
havoc among the bush, cutting down, and piling into bundles 
some of the very finest young trees. An Aku servant being 

despatched to Buramon the intruder, M with spyglass in 

hand watched the scene, and was rather surprised to see his 
shake hands with the stranger, hold a long and evi- 
itly friendly ^la/uoer with him, assisting him at the same time 

make off with his burthen of fine straight sticks. On return- 
_ to the house, he gravely informed his master that " datteef 
lieen strong too much," and had rira away before he himself 
reached the spot. M — — at once asked how he could tell so 
great an untruth, and then slated to him all that had taken place 
in the " bush." Quite unaware of how " massa " iiad becomti 
possessed of the real &cts of the case, the man was utterly coi^ 
founded and alarmed, attributing the estraordinary circumsianoe 
to a knowledge of magic ; and in the most abject manner possilile 
entreated for pardon, on the plea that " dat teef," being an Aku, 
was a countryman of his. 
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LETTER XV. 

Prevalence of Ill-healUi ia the Household — Altempta st Housebreaking — 
Maagoes — Magnificent Motli. 

I BEGEET I cannot send you very cheering accounU as to health; 
we each ami all sufler much from the effects of climate, 
home trip is recommeiided for my little boy and myself, but I 
greatly shrink from it. 

July. — Illness still prevails amongst ua, and I ^eve to say 

M is the chief sufferer now. Thia is the season of ague 

and every complaint incident to a tropical climate. Dismal fogs 
brood over the hills, and there are many days that one cannot 
oblain even five iair minutes to snatch a little out-of-door 



I have nothing new to tell you, except that one stormy night 
an attempt was made to break into the house, by cutting t 
panes out of the liall door. I bad for some time heard a stealthy 
sound, as of some one gently turning the liandle, but at last was 
roused by the crash of glass. An immediate search was insti- 
tuted, but excepting the weapon which had been used, no trace 
of Ihe thief could be found. He had evidently hoped, after 
getting in his hand at the broken pane, to unlock the door and t< 
obtain an easy entrance. But he would have been frustrated 
there, as besides the lock, we have the door furtiier secured by a 
padlock, and I take both keys into ray own custody every night 
We have now discarded the glass door for a more substantial 
wooden one. Government House was broken into about ths 
same lime by means of a ladder of split bamboo and country rope 
which the negroes can construct in a few minutes; but they 
could not, after entering by a window, penetrate further than the 
verandah, and all their booty w-.is a mail ba^ of despatches. 

Thieves here commonly choose tornado nights for their opera- 
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tions, a» they fancy that the increaseti coolness of the air causes 
every peracin to sleep more souDilly than at any other time, 
8ince thut house hreaking endeavour on our quiet liill, I confess 
I do not feel quite so courageous as before, and indeed would 
be rather frightened, when M is in towu, notwithstand- 
ing the broad daylight and host of servauts, were it Dot for the 
companionship of a loaded gun in a snug corner of the piazza ; 
atid once, when a band of wild-looking Mmtdingo hunters with their 
dogs (having evidently first watched M — — fairly off) tlionght 
proper to make a right of way almost beneath the very windows, 
I desired one of our people to go to them with a threatening 
message, although my warlike demonstrations are simply made, 
with no other weapon than a very heavy spy-gloss, that, at B 
distance, no doubt looks like a rausket. 

Our mango-trues have borne plentifully this season. Their 
pendulous clusters of pale blossoms, though less rich in appear- 
ance, remind me of those of the Spanisii chestnut-tree. The 
fruit varies in size upon different trees, but is usually about twice 
as lar^e as a maguum-bouum plum, of a somewhat oblong shape, 
not unlike that of a kidney polato^has a firm leathery rind, 
green when young, but of a beautiful yellow when quite ripe. 
It consists of a juicy pulp with a slightly turpentine flavour, sur- 
rounding a large stone, which yuu have no doubt seen in those 
ID a pickled state. Hanging in bunches of three, eight, ten, and 
twelve, upon a single twig, this fruit looks particularly luxuriant 
and beautiful. At first I did not at all like it, but now think 
the mango one of the finest of our tropical productions, 

A magnificent moth, measuring fully sis and a half inches 
across the wings, has just been brought in. It is all of a ricii 
dark-brown colour, witii the exception, upon each of tiie hinder 
wings, which are also barred with white, of a lai^e eye-like spot, 
with a brown centre surrounded 6rst by a circle of black, then 
of crimson, and lastly a white one. But the peculiarity of this 
fine insect is timt when lying flat with its head towards yuu, it 
ejsaclly represents the face of a cat ; the head of the moth being 
like the cat's nose, and the ftpots the eyes, even partaking of the 
fame sly grimalkin expression. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Change of Climate recommended — Gloom of the Weather during the 
Rainj and Tomido Si.'asonB — Difficulty of gelting a fresh stock of 
Work-box Indigpensitblea — Set ahout making Little Slices — Relnctance 
of SempstrfiBses to ascend the Hill. 

October li 
At laat all my teiTor and anxiety consequent upon M — 
long-continued and eevere indisposition are abated, and there 
is a prospect of our all living to follow the repeated urgent 
recommendations of our medical adviser, to return to Europe, so 
soon as the public duty (which has been doubly arduous t 
since poor Mr. — —'s death) admits of M — —'!■ quitting his post 
in this most insidiously destructive climate. wjiat an efTect 
the state of one's own mind has upon every estemal object I 
Last year even the " taiiia " had their positive cliarms ; 
novelty, the rapid change on the face of the country, with the 
insects, birds, and flowers, formed a source of constant interest 
and amusement to me; whilst nf the present I have actually 
noticed only that which was unpleasant or disagreeable. Tet I 
ihinlc it has, independently of my fancy, been more wet and 
stormy this season than it was the last; for although my thougliti 
have been too much pre-occupied by anxieties to allow of mj 
writing anything that deserved the name of a letter, I kept a 
journal of the mere weather, an abstract from whicli will give 
you some idea of what it has been for four montlis past. 

By the 12th of June the rains appeared to be fairly set in, i 
the country looked green and beautiful. On the two succeeding; 
nights were heavy tornadoes, in one of which several tall forest- 
trees in different places were rooted up by the violence of the- 
storm. During the remaining fortnight of that month we h 
thunderstorms, rain, and fog, with a few glimpses of sunshii 
Imitting of an occasional short walk or ride. 
Tie Srst day of Jn]y, that briglit summer month of home, 
n'uet/ cold, wet, and gloomy. Heavy aUo-wCTS auccewied e 
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other throughout the second, on the evening of which the shook 
of an earthquake was said to have been heard by some of our 
frieuda in Freetown, The third and fourth were finer, but from 
then until the 31st we had only seven tolerably fair days; the 
rest beings without exception foggy, rainy, windy, squally, chilly, 
and damp beyond espresaion, with, on the 8th, one terrific thun- 
deratorm; and at another time, for four and twenty hours to- 
gether, the sound of thunder never ceased. 

August was ushered in by cold wet mists, and downright rain. 
From tbe Ist until the Hth only one fine day intervened. Then 
we had heavy gales from the sea, and constant rains till the 
end of the month, with the exception of two days which were 
merely showery. 

The first four days of September were wet, without much 

wind ; but on the night of the 4th came on a tremendous squall 

from thesea, during which several small schooners and boats in the 

harbour were lost. Our front piazza was flooded with rain, that 

under the eaves and between the window-frames. Nest 

rening we had a tornado, which rendered the 6t}i a fine clear 

Heavy showers, and some stray sunshine, brought us to 

e 14th — a mo.°t fearfully wild and dismal day of wind, fog, 

i torrents of rain ; in spite of all winch, M was obliged 

:o town, and being as yet too weak to sit on horseback, 
Tied down in his hammock. The 15th was almost equally 
krk and dreary. Then we had a re.'ipite of six showery days, 
ellowed by two of incessant heavy rain, and blasts from the 
(Utb-west approaching to hurricanes. Tlie concluding week of 
^tember was rather fine, the thermometer varying from 74° 
i86°. 

You may wonder at this exactness as to the weather, to the 
lion of everything else j but, indeed, my experience of it 
chiefly arose out of ray eager watchings from the windows, for 

the approach of Dr. upon his daily visit to M , and 

also for a five minutes' cessation of the drifting rain, that poor 

little R might get out to have a breath of fresh air even in 

the under front piazza, which, however, is not screened from tiie 
heavy beat of the storm when it blows from the sea. 

Tlie first days of this month were exV-tftTO'i-^ -weH. ^tv*>- 
■rtJid^; but since the 6th they have \)een o'^^TesKvN^i w^w^v 
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with a great deal of tliunder and lightning, and threcUenings of 
tornadoes lliat seem always to divide, as it were, fer up the i' 
— ooe-half rolling down ihe Bullom shore, the other apparently 
going round by the back of (he mountains towards Wilberfc 
leaving us free from all their accotnpaniments wve rain, although 
the atmosphere derives the usual benefit of increased coolness. 
So jou may perceive from this detail, tliat setting aside all other 
circumstances, the state of the weather alone this season has not 
been calculated to inspire one with very cheerful ideas. 

Since my stock of sundry trifling things — such as tape, 
ribbon, thread, needles and pins, which I fancied on coming out 
to be inexhaustible — has been gradually wearing lower a 
lower, 1 have become more aware of some of the iuconvenieu' 
attached to domestic economy jn a settlement of this descriptii 
The damp of the climate is such that nothing saves needles Iroia 
rustiiJg, except they be kept in a phial of oil, or rubbed otec 
with some sort of grease that does not attract ants. Still a few 
needles must always be in one's work-basket, and tijese my little 
apprentice, in learning to sew, used to break by the dozen 
that I lately found it necessary to apply to a Freetown shop for 
an augmentation of so precious an item of my paraphernalia. 
All my commissions have, of course, to be executed at second- 
hand i therefore, it is possible that even the must intelligent 
my negro messengers may make strange blunders. Be that aA 
it may, the answer brought to me was, that nothing excepting- 
papers containing ten thousand needles each were to be had I 
On further inquiry, it appeared thnt the market was the proper 
place to which to send for such thii>gs, unless wishing to pur* 
chiise wholesale ; and there, to be sure, were got as luany as I 
required, at the rate of two or three " copper " a-piece, according 
to their size. 

Aly stock of child's shoes having also come to an end, I sent 
to every shop or store in town, where, in conjunction with 
cheese, tea and sugar, gun and curry-powder, saddles and bridles, 
saucepans and gridirons, ale and brandy, such things were likely 
to be sold; but none were then to be had, although the next 
English ship was expected to bring out a supply. Meanwhilej 
oce F-asse/ailer another arriving unprovided with the object of 
",f wants, I contrived to make some ■petiticA^ wiwi.ti'rtKiAe, if 
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very elegant, shoes for tiny feet, of flannel witli pasteboard 
soles — improved upon as the weather became more cold and 
rtamp, and my lianJ more expert at the craft of St. Crispin, by 
a pair niade of cloth, nicely bound with ribbon, and soles formed 

of the soft upper part of a pair of my own, and with which R 

trots about now very,steadily. Before an "assortment" arrived 
(which it did at last), I bad begun to feel not a little vain of 
my novel acquirement, different as it was from embroidering 
fancy slippers in Berlin wool. • 

I would at the first have begged you to send me a fresh ward- 
robe fur your little nephew, as well as a. second outfit for my 
work-box ; but we have long hoped to be on our way to Eng- 
land before au answer to any of my late letters could reach the 
colony. 

The difficulty of getting a person competent to assist in even 
the plainest sort of needle-work is very great. Ali the black 
people appear to think tliemsetvea as much out of the world upoa 
^e top of this breezy hill, as if they were buried alive; for uo 
divine, unless it be because they cannot personally 

ttinguish every individual in the busy streets of the capital, it 

ig at the formidable distance of half an hour's ride ! Even 

in the dry season scarcely any bribe will induce a professed 

needlewoman to come up except for a single day, or rather a few 

hours of a forenoon, and then nut unless attended by some one 

isidered as an inferior. 



LETTEBS FROM SIEERA LEONE. 



LETTER XVII. 

Climalorial DiBcomforts — Bright-coloured Beetlfa — PortngnMe Slaver — 
Arrival of the Prince lie JoinvUle — ^ Music oii board the Freuch Frigate 
— Power of the English Flag — A Spanish Mun-of-war — Night Alann* 
— Wkbtj Rfdgn of tfie Harmattan — New Fruit — Sea-breezes — Wealth 
of Spain. 

JsDuarj. 
The weather b pmnfuUy hot just now, despite the harmattan: 
the cDDsequence is, that when out in the open air we are at 
one moment overpowered by the strength of the sun, aod the 
next quite chilly and uncomfortable from the wind. It is 
dry season, so long eagerly looked forward to as the restorer of 
liealth to all esiles on these shores; but we are amongst those 
who liave been disappointed in such hopes — so that were it not 
for the prospect of so soon leaving Sierra Leone, it would be 

t scarcely endurable at present. 
Tet every thing has a brig-ht as well as a dark side, and every 
place has some counterpoise to its disadvantages. Indeed, when 
I reflect od the very many who have sunk under the effects of 
this climate since we came out, and on all the illness through 
which I myself, and those who are dear to me, have meanwiiile 
been safely brought, I am sensible how little allied to discontent 
my feelings ought to be, however solemn such remembrances 
may render them at times. 
To go back to the last date I wrote auglit save a mere bul- 
letin. The remainder of October and all November were 
marked by heavy tornadoes almost every nijht ; in one of which 
some of our trees, including one near the house laden with 
beautiful oranges, were blown down. Both of these montha 
were more unbearably sultry thou I ever felt here before ; there 
was so often, for the greater part of a day (and that even np on 
this cool spot), a total lull of both sea and land breeze, Espe- 
' daily before many of the tornadoes, every leaf was so rigidly 
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■tnarble ; wliile the very birds, aware of the approacliiug storm, 
having Bed to tiieir coverts, tiie calm was tims rendered still 
more deatli-Iike, Then the cuntrast of the sudden roar of the 
wind and the rolling of the thunder, with the comfort of the 
cool refreshed feeliug that succeeds to the languor and faiatnesa 
occasioned by the previous oppresaice heat! u comfort which 
reconciles every per^n to a tornado. Amongst other signs of 
these storms, one is the manner in which cattle eat — goats and 
1 cropping up the grass more greedily then than at any 

rreater number of radiantly-coloured insects, mostly of the 
beetle shape, if not ail of that tribe, appeared abroad than I had 
observed at the same season last year. One day a long slender- 
winged insect, that looked as if wrought in silver and coated 
over with a thin plate of transparent green glass, flew in at the 
open window of the piazza, and really was more beautiful than a 
polished gem. They greatly help to brighten the air, shrouded 
as it now b in a dull harmattau haze. Here a beetle, in violet 
mantle banded with scarlet, hums past ; there darls a crimson 
dragon-fly ; while a host of butterflies, white and golden spotted, 
black and purple, green and blue, in short, shining in nil the 
prismatic colours, with moths in robea no less rich in material 
though more sombre iji shade, mingle with yellow houey-ladea 
bees, glittering little eraerald-like tiies, and myriads of other 
happy winged things, in enlivening the walks among the cofTee- 
bushes. One large magnificent creature, that I never see except 
when it pursues its rapid flight in the air — and therefore cannot 
,tell whether it be a beetle or not, is of a brilliant glossy golden- 
hue, and makes a not unmusical whirring sound as it flies 
long. I rather wage war against one very common and coarser 
hich thinks proper to live upon my roses on the 
parapet; I have oflen counted four of these plant-suckers firmly 
fixed upon a single bud. They have large, round, beetle-like 
bodies, with very hard upper wings of a dull black bordered with 
bright yellow, 

A Portuguese prize came in one day in November. It was 
a. most gracefully symmetrical vessel, and laden with slaves. 
With the glass I could see the miaeraJAe V\i\s^ Va.&&e&. ■*» 
^OB^jr together oil deck. Tlier« -wwe nfK'ORW fte.'ia\i&. *wmS« 
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laid nor mats — merely loose grass strewed over the water-naaks 
for the poor luifortimate crealurea to sleep on. A feeli 
patriotic pride always mingiea with my pity on seeing a. slaver 
brought in, to tliink that— thanks to Britain above all the other 
king'Ioms on the face of the globe — how soon these, our so 
unjustifiably oppressed fellow-mortals, will be blessed with a. 
happier freedom than Ihey ever knew in their heathen homes of 
the far interior, and the younger portion, at least, with a know- 
ledge of religion, to which tliey could never have attained on 
the bigoted shores of Brazil or Cuba. 

The name of tliii! vessel showed the callous, hardened disposi- 
tion of her owners in regard to the unhallowed traffic, literally 
signifying in English " "What does it matler? " 

We had storm and tempest in December, diversified by cool 
sea-breezes of a morning and red-hot suns aflerwards. On the 
31st there was enough of thunder, lightning, land-wind, and rain 
to have served for a day id June here. Bain, cold and dull fogs 
hanging over the town and low ground — with slight harmattan 
a settled haze~in trod need January, on the 5tb of which, 
the Prince de Join ville's frigate. La Belle Poiile, in " walking 
the coast," came into harbour, and the customary compliments 
to the flags of the two nations were augmented by a royal salute 
as the Prince stepped on shore. I was then able to take a short 
walk every evening, and the delightful music of the band on 
board the frigate, walked up to our lonely hill by the balmy 
sea-breeze, was a treat none can appreciate whose ears, like 
e, have not been daily as well as nightly doomed to hear the 
horrid and everlasting totn-toms, and other equally inharmonious 
es, of Freetown and its suburbs, for more than two years past. 
The stated bugle-calls from the garrison, which I used to hail as 
L relief to the din of African drums, sounded quite discordant 
ifler these few days of real, spirit-slirring, military music. 

M tells me the Prince ba fine frank sailor, and good'^ 

looking withal ; he conversed very alfably on various subjects, 
and altogether the interview left a pleasing impression. To ray 
unnautical ^es our own old frigate the " Madagascar " is, though 
so large, quite an grand looking an object in the water as the 
J'n'ace's ship, hut I confess the English flag casts a " glamour " 

■ a/7 i/ie vessels it floats above ; and \)eVlet indues thaa 
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t pronounce tlie French cruiser the Ijandsomer craft of tlie 
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^^^^ " The Bell-pull, Prince of Jolntvcal master " (as a facetious 
^^HftieDd gravely infumied me was the orthography of the entry of 
file frigate's arrival on the shipping list of ^he only literary 
gazette of the colony), left after a sojourn of three days ; when 
quite as singular a phenomenon as a Royal visitor appeared in 
the harbour, in the shape of a smart armed brig, with the Spanish 
ensign Sying ; and which of course was taken for a. slaver, 
until up went the union-jack to the main, and her guns fliisliing 
forth at the same instant, announced her to be a cruiser of her 
Most Catholic Majesty's, Queen Isabella of Spain ! 

But OS if the good people of Sierra Leone had not Iiad enough 

of echoed artillery for one week, 

^^^vi " At twelve o'clock at night, 

^^^B| Wheuthe moon abone bright," 

^^^pn the 19th, we were roused by first one gtin and then another, 

^^^■pitil I counted full twenty-one. Various were the conjectures 

^^^Hhftt floated through my bewildered drain, and I have no doubt 

^^^Bhat of othera too. at this unexpected cannonade. At iirst I ac- 

^^^ju^Uy thought that the strange cruiser might be possibly a 

{urate^laver in disguise, and was now about to storm the citadel, 

and wreak vengeauce on the heads of all and sundry concerned 

in putting down ilie slave-trade, and 1 inwardly congratulated 

myself that our eyrie was so far out of reach. Butdimywild 

imaginations were put to flight upon hearing next morning that 

a new set of colours having been presented the day before to the 

gallant regiment, an after (dinner) thought suggested 

" e burying of tiie old, if not with " candle, book, and bel!," at 

fast with full military honours, at the witching hour of midnight. 

Our nigiits were fated to be disturbed at that time, as more 

ice, the horses stamping in the stable, the goats crying, 

and poultry screaming, betokened some unusual commotion 

below, which on inquiry was found to be caused by an incursion 

of travelling anis. The stable swarmed with them, and even the 

low piazzas, whither the poor horses were conducted for security, 

were not exempted from their intrusion. They swarmed up 

fivm their subterranean dominions in saclv m'3T™i*,^WvVi.iy«\-K^ 

B^em lip with gunpowder, and alrew'wg \\'il '«wA-'4^\«i '^"'i^ 
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their trail, were the only possible means of turning their 
marcli. As they came during the Dight, I did not myself sc 
than one daring party of Htragglers, that deliberately ascended 
tlie staircase, a few evenings ugo, and took possession of the 
landing-place, w|ience they were with much trouble turned back 
by boiling water being poured over the advance-guard. From 
the service they afford in destroying other insects, these ants are 

■ not generally to be regarded as pests, yet I can very well dis- 
pense with iheir visits. 
The harmattan this season is stronger than it was the last, 
and much more disagreeable. It renders the skin hot and dry, 
lips parched and cliapped as in the severest frost of a northern 
climate, and I feel quite ill from its effects. The paper on wliich 
I write curls up like a scroll, the shingles and 1}oards continually 
make noises as if so many squibs and crackers were being fired 
off. The dark reddish Laze not only completely obscures our 
view of distant objects, but for five days past even King Tom's 
Point and the vessels iu the liarbour have not been visible, while 
the trees and grass have a drooping, lifeless appearance. The 
water, to be sure, tastes as if it were iced, yet that luxury does 
not to me compensate for the uncomfortable sensations given by 
this gloomy, withering wind. 

29th. — A slight sea-breeze sprang up this afternoon, which I 
hailed as a blessing to the land. 

To-day Dr. sent us a basket full of shaddocks (grown 

on his own farm) and Cape Verd oranges. The former rich- 
looking golden-coloured fruit, you have, no doubt, often seen. 
These oranges are, I think, the same as those of Malta. They 
are of a pale crimson hue ; have a beautiful, smooth, thin rind, 
nearly as deep red as the pulp, but do not much differ in size or 
taste from common ones. We had lately some colony-grown 
. mandarin oranges, which are small and delicate-looking, and 
exactly shaped like the shell of the Echinus. It destroys the 
flavour of this fruit to cut it with even a silver knife, but it 
peels quite readily with the fingers. 

Our friends have of late taken a generous fit in the fruit-giving 
way. Besides the above, I have received some of the first pro- 
i/uce of a au^r-apple * plant raised from seed sent Sana. X 
• Anona g\a\)ta. 
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PWest Indies. It is of an irregular shape and size ; — tliose I have 
seen were rather conical, and in tlieir rough brown exterior re- 
minded me more of a large French roll than anything else. It 
is full of long-shaped, shining, dark seeds, buried in a luscious 
mass, and is an apple that would certainly be prized in England. 
Sot must I omit in my list the avocado,* or alligator pear 
{why either this or the before-mentioned fruit should be called 
apple or pear, I cannot explain). It is about the size of a goose's 
egg, has a plum-like skin, deep mottled red when perfectly ripe, 
before which it is dark green ; inside is a &tty sort of greenish- 
yellow substance, which on being spread on bread with a little 
^BaIt, forms an excellent substitute for sweet, fresh, English 
iWtter. A cavity in the centre contains the seed, a large while 
lEernel enclosed in a brown husk. The leaf rather resembles that 
of the laurel, but is of a more vivid and darker green. It is a 
substantial and palatable fruit, though not very elegant is 
appearance. 

The only fruit of this country to which I have never become 
reconciled is the pawpaw. I think the tree, too, one of the 
Btiffesl we have. But my prejudice does not extend to its pale 
primrose-coloured blossoms, which are singularly fragrant, and 
t-quite as great favourites with the humming-birds as with me. 
5'he beautiful " sky-birds," or " blue-birds," as we sometimes call 
Biem, again made their appearance towards the end of October, 
md their joyous cries are often heard, at present, when the thick 
e prevents them being seen. 
Febraary lOiA.— The weather has improved. We have had 
J^elightful sea-breezes for two days past, and this morning a heavy 
f rain, which has cleared the atmosphere. Leopard's 
bland is again visible, and the horizon beautifully defined. 
The captain of the Spanish man-of-war, bedecked with one or 
ptDOre of the countless orders of his nation, breakiasted with us 
lately. He gave me an interesting account of grafting lime- 
is to produce scarlet fruit. But 1 waa extremely amused 
by his description of the wealth of his country, which, I rather 
suspect, corresponded more to what it could boast of in the days 
of Cortes than in the present. Spoken in broken English the 
ft^owing speech was rather ludicrous ; — " Si-^yieft 
k * Laurus Pctk&. 
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travelling in Spain, and go into a house, and ask for a draught 
of water, vy, no such thing is to be got ! all vine, de best of 
vine '. And when de new vine is ready for de cask, before de 
oder be done, we just t])row it out, though quite good and sweet, 
to make room for de new. Den when we want to build houae, 
to niis what you call de mortar, we do mis it all with ■vine; 
vine \s so very plentiful. Oh, Spain is de fine rich country !" 

Poor Dinah, the laundress, died of conaumptiod a few weeks 
ago, and her husband has just sent us an epistle notifying his 
inlention of marrying ^;ain, and requesting an advance of money 
on the 
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LETTER XVIII. 



[omeward-hotmil Vessels — Preparations for a Sea Vojage — Ague and 
Aniie^ — lubtautes of Kinci-htartcdness m a Liberated Afiican Womaii 
— Palm-oil — A Connil. 

iDK preparations for leaving; being- now completed (even to the 
iostalktion of FetaL and liis familj', by wliom tlie house is to be 
taken charge of in our absence), we merely wait for an eligible 
opportunity for a passage home. 

Vessels of the class commonly trading between England and 
this coast are barques or brigs, seldom less than 200 or more 
than 300 tons burthen. Sometimes they bring out cargoes of 
coals, salt, or government stores, but more frequently arrive iu 
ballast, or with only a small consignment of gooila to some of the 
principal colonial merchants, and timber forms almost invariably 
the return lading. 

Brigantines and schooners do now and then come out and take 
back palm-oil, while occasionally a stray barque returns with a 
cargo of ground-nuts. But itevtsr having been built for the con- 
veyance of passengers, the accommodations of these vessels are 
nide and limited to a degree you can scarcely comprehend. 
Those on the passage that may possess superior accommodations 
are, with few exceptions, old worn-out craft. 

All about to sail at the time we wish to go are at present in the 
rivers, being, unfortunately for our comfort, limber-laden ships. 

Some that M^ lately looked at, after their return to port, 

loaded, were tilted up with nothing more than a couple of sleep- 
ing berths on deck, no bigger than dog-kennels. Otiiers had a 
few berths round a small close cabin below, one ov two of which 
were filled witli spare sails. Another had her best stern cabin 
stowed full of camwood, A third had ginger disposed of in a 
similar manner. One line large ship, with really good airy 
cabins, iiad had the bulkheads between ttem tawkeA. 4a-«M\ii 
of taking some more lugs ot l\m\ieT , liuX-j ^ i'ls Ns^Vk^ SSw 
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raa.sler heard there whs a chance of passengers. It seems tbat, 
except the consignees or masters are sure of as many passengers 
as will pay the difference, their cabins are always encroached upon 
in this way. To secure a comfortable passage one should make 
airangemeiitB with the captain immediately on a sliip's arriving 
from England, or at least previously to her departure for tita 
rivers ; yet even then her time of sojourn there is so uncertain, 
that several others may be ready first, and when your ship does 
appear, the sickness of her captain and crew may cause another 
delay, by no means favourable to your plans. One of our latest 
arrivals brought out passengers, and is comfortably enough fitted 
up, with an obliging chief officer and good steward, but she has 
not yet discharged her cai^, and cannot be ready for probably 
two months after we ought to be away. But what greatly 
amuses me is, that however willing to take any gentle men-pas - 
serigeTB for whom room can be found, some of these merchant 
seamen demur outright to a lady, a child, and a female servant 
forming part of their shipment, fancying, I presume, that such 

Ipa'^sengers will, as a matter of course, give a greater amount of 
trouble than any other. It reminds me of the advertisements of 
" Furnished apartments to let for single gentlemen," ladies and 
children being at a discount at moat London lodgings- 
i3th. — The preparations on leaving England are widely dif- 
ferent from those necessary on quitting this country, which I can 
compare to nothing except those one would naturally make on 
going to live on a desert island for a period which at least would 
be eight weeks, but far more likely twelve, or even fourteen; 
one half of that time to be intensely hot, the other cold to 
an extreme. Where everything, save freah waler, has to be 
provided by ourselves, you may be sure it needs no trifling exer- 
cise of one's housekeeping fiiculties to think of all that is actually 
required, all that may be wanted, and to contrive substitutes for 
whatever cannot be obtained here. I have little trouble my- 
self about these matters, however. European women cannot in 
this country look after things in the same manner they do at 
home. How easy it is to enter a shop in a great town and give 
orders for everything you require ! Here you must first see that 
It Js possible to Jiave your orders, such as getting stores, live 
^^^katocA; &c., executed, and then look. after theuw.etvASnw^iiwTaelf, 
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1 have been otherwise very well assisted in minor matters 
(down to getting a ship stock of white frocks and pinafores made 
for your little nephew) through the obliging agency of a lady 
betteraccustomed to the black sempstresses than myself. A similar 
outfit fur his attendant, now a great stout girl, and in high glee 
at the thoughts of seeing " white man's country," has been duly 
prepared by the help of Petah's wife, an intelligent liberated 
African, and who has the gentlest disposition and best heart of 
any negro woman I ever «aw, as the following anecdote will 

partly prove : — Since she came up here, poor little E has had 

some fearfully severe attacks of ague, so that for many nights I 
could snatch but a few minutes' rest, and that upon a mat on the 
floor beside him. Nor was his the only chamber of sickness in 
the house, and I went from one room to another with a heavy 
heart. Although this woman had her own child, a fine lively 
little fellow, to attend to, she was constantly tendering her ser- 
vices to me, and after having often begged me to try tlie experi- 
ment of giving country medicines to my boy, at last appeared to 
think that my unwillingness to follow her advice arose from an 
inability to procure such treasures. Next day I heard her ■' pic- 
canniny " fretting sadly, and on sending down to inquire what 
was the roatler, was informed the child cried because his mother 
had gone away early in the morning, and was long of returning 
to him. The day passed on, her husband came up from his daily 

Lployment in town, but still no tidings of Mary. In passing 
open window sliortly before sunset, I observed, slowly ap- 
:hing the house by a path at the back, a figure so covered 
with the green boughs it carried, that until it moved nearer 
I did not recognise it to be Mary. She it was, however, and 
without slopping to speak to any of her own people ia the pianza 
below, she came at once up stairs, and, looking round with such 
a complacent, good-liumoured espression, in spite of the dusty 
garments, and marks of " chouca-choucas " on her bare arms 
and feet, informed me she had brought some medicines that 
would soon make the " piccan " quite strong and well again. 
Then unfolding her apron she displayed a great many yellowish- 
brown roots, like those of gentian, and, opening her handkerchief, 
^owed a hoard of several long pepper-pods wilb a. lu^W.-j ^.^wroa,- 
batic smeJ] and hot pungent taste. TteBe,B\\ftsa:\i,^\si'A^'«^'^ 
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the root* be bruised ami boiled in a quantity of waier, in which, 
lifter it. wad carefully Btrained, the cliild aJiould be biitlied. The 
leaves of the different brandies, with which she was juden, were 
likewise to be iMiled a.ud strained, and the liquid then given 
as a. mediciae, whilst their bark wa^ abo to be used in the same ' 
way. 

Here had the poor creature gone without saying a word of her 
intention to any one, and, unaided by either lioe or cutlnss, wan- 
dered through the intricate bush during the whole of that hot, 
dusty day, searching for those lierbs that she deemed infallible in 
the cure of all infant ailments. It was an action springing alone 
from her own good feelings ; the simplicity and earnestness of 
her manner evinced its perfect disinterestedness; and I could not 
but promise that all should be dope according to her directions, 
provided tfie doctor thought it would be of benefit. But I need 
hardly say that he advised me to put no faith in all tlie carefully 
gathered roots, peppers, leaves, and bark ; and I had to manage 
between hurting the poor woman's feelings, and wasting the 
tilings she had been at such pains to procure, by telling her Ihey 
were no doubt very efficacious remedies for nuiive children, but 

that, as our physician did not approve of them in R 's case, 

she should liave them all to herself, with as many thanks as if 
they had been applied as she wished. 

She seemed vexed, but only because her faith in the virtues 
of the country nie'.iieiues was so strong thai she thought it 
B piece of great injustice towards the "piccan" not to give 
him the benefit of them. Yet her little kindly attentions did 
not cease here : on hearing that he would scarcely eat any- 
thing since his illness, another day she went out into the bush, 
and, having gathered a &w handfuls of palm-nuts, made from 
them about half a teacupful of rich, fresh, crimson oil, wliich she 
seat up to me to see if we could tempt the liitle languid cliild to 
eat it with his plain boiled rice. A small jar of bright, amber- 
coloured wild honey, and some beautifully white arrowroot of 
her onn manufacture, were also offered for lib acceptance, wliile 
more tlian once she begged me to try one or two of the strange 
eatables sold in the market under such nauies as Caboua and 
^bra, and which, from their appearance, struck nie as being 
pretty fair epecimens of native cuVinar^ ai\.. "^«t *iie %K\,\.\a\e 
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y life I did taste some kiod of viand flavoured with palm-oil 
perfectly wliolesome condiment, yet one to which I should 
certaiiily never become familiarized, though I have heard of 
Europeans actually liking it aa a.D ingredient in some dishes. 

The colony has lately been favoured by a sight of one of the 
most magnificent of all the heavenly luminaries. The shutters 
of an apartment looking towards the west having been left un- 
closed until long after sunset on the evening of the 4th, I noticed 
a long, broad, bright streak of silvery light, like sometlitng be- 
tween part of a lunar rainbow and what I supposed a comet to 
be. The moon was brilliant as usual, the stars shone in their 
wonted clearness, and the galaxy in all the radiance peculiar in 
this climate to its soft pure light ; but nothing could equal the 
splendour of this glittering body, that, extending as it were over 
land and sea alike, gave the idea of a snow-white pennant, with 
tlie sun shining full upon it, suddenly flung across the dark, 
spangled surface of the western sky. By the third evening of 
its appearance, its train having waned in brightness, I distinctly 
saw the star-like centre or nucleus, which threw even the planet 
Venus into shade. The comet rises soon after the sun sets, re- 
maining visible several hours ; but some cloudy evenings it was 
not seen, and has now faded into dimness in its departing track. 
The blacks in general were at tirat in the greatest consteruation 
at this nightly visitor, thinking it portended awful things for 
Freetown, at which we need not wonder when we read that 
Bailey's comet, in 1456, alarmed the Pope so much that, taking 
it in comiexiou with tlie great spread of Mahommedanism in the 
world, he actually adjured the astonishing phenomenon, as if he 
"wlieved it to be a malignant spirit. 
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Erol«irkation for EnglDiiil — A Leak — Acoommodatioiis ^ View from the 
Ship — A careful Helmaman — Fevar on Board — Master and Men — 
Scarcity of ProrisioQB — Last Eyening on Deck — Daily Discomfiirts — • 
Friendly Vessels — Anecdote of a Pirate — The Queen's BirlhHlay — 
Sailor's Gratilnde — The Azores — Cold Weather — Heavy Gale — The 
English Coast — A Fishing-boat — Row to HsBtinga — Night Journey to 
London. 

Loudon, June 19th, 1813. 
By the help of a very meagre log I must try to convey to you 
some idea of our life during the eleven weeks and three days oi 
our sojourn on board " a timber-ship." 

On the 20th of March the brig X arrived from the rivers, 

with plenty of room in her cabins, and 'M — ■ — immediately se- 
cured our passage. 

Although I did not see half of what was sent on board until 
after I went there, yet the biscuit, rice, flour, and other stores 
seemed, from their abundance, as if we were laying in a stock 
for a year's consumption. We liad to provide our own plates 

tand dishes, cups, glasses, with cooking utensils as well; however, 
by Saturday evening all was ready, from farina and corn for the 
live-stock to bundles of bananas for yonr little nephew. 
My heart was full of thankful joy when I could say at last, 
" To-morrow we actually leave Sierra Leoiie." All, how often 
had I stood in despair in tlie darkened sick-room, and trembled 
to think we might not all live to embark for our native country I 
March 21tk, — At half-past one yesterday we left Lome. The 
sun was painfully liot, which obliged me to keep the si i ding-doors 
of the palanquin open, to the clanger of B 's falling out, 
the novelty of his situation made him quite restless. His little 
attendant trotted alongside, occasionally gathering a very brigbl" 
flower for her young charge, and as he sometimes caught a 
g-Iimpse of his papa and the horse, matters went on as smoothljr 
es possible in the vehicle, whicli l\ie aUt^nes?. «? \.\.\e. descent, 
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ISaused to jolt about rather uncoraforlably. As we reached the 
foot of the hill, we received many a greeting of " Ah ! look, 
white piccaninny ! how do iiia-amie ? how do piccan ? " from 
the mothers of the little ebony children, who, in their turn, start- 
ing frooi their seats among the shady plots of cassada and okra 
in iront of their huts, stood gazing in expressive wonder at the 

apparition of my poor H 's pale face. 

We met with few people after leaviug the mountain -road, and 
entering the capital the streets were deserted, their inhabitants, 
Sunday, being at meeting. Several Kroomen, Timmannee 
loe-people, and a very few white sailors from the different 
merchant- vessels, were loitering alxtut on the wharf, aud I was 
impressed by the stillness tliat reigned around, so different from 
a similar scene at an English seaport. 

The air felt much more cool and pleasant than on shore, as we 

rowed to the S^ , which lay tlie farthest out of ail the vessels 

the liarbour. The decks ivere crowded with hen-coops, casks, 

id boxes. Goats and sheep trotted about at tJieir ease, whilst a 

savage-looking monkey climbed up and down the rigging, 

along the bulwarks, and skipped from place to place, making 

free with our bunciiea of bananas and plantains which hung 

from one of the yards. I remained on deck with B , our people 

meantime carrying down what luggage we had brought with ua, 

and oasbting, under M 's directions, in putting things a little 

to rights below. The voices of the sailors, remarkable only in 
loudness and harshness, joining in full chorus at every pull they 
gave to a rope, raised a noise that was almost deafening at first. 
But my attention was soou roused by the somid of the working 
of the pumps, and I watched the operation with some interest, 
never having seen it before, thinking all the while iu my igno- 
rance, as tliey splashed tiie deck all over, what a comlbrt it was 
that there was no disagreeable smell of bilge- water, but that that 
which came up was as clean and fresli-lookiug aa the waves them- 
selves. 

In the evening, afler the bustle of spying out that everything 

was on boanl, and arranging our berths, was fairly over, E 

asleep, and poor Sarah sitting on her mat, saying that her " eyes 
all about," I was startled by heatiag an a.\.\CTW».<\(ivi wv ieK>t., 
on looking up [o [heopen halch*'a^,oti».\.\ifct^'j^v^'^'>- ' 
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which M stood talking to an officer from a government trans- 
port that was anchored near us, I perceived a sailor with face 
by no means of a prepossessing expression (and almost as red as 
the hair that stuck like porcupine's quills off his forehead), bared 
amis, and brood clenched hands, engaged in a loud and angry dis- 
pute. He spoke so violently that I could only make out that he, 

;ome of the rest of the men, refused to go to sea, because the 
vessel leaked to an alarming degree, and was also short of hands. 
It seemed, a blue shirt had been hoisted to the gaff, a signal 
from a merchant-vessel to a man-of-war, that the seamen of the 
former want an officer to come on board and inquire into their 
grievances. 

On hearing the complaint of the man, who, it appeared, was 
second mate, and after a discussion with the master, who agreed 
that the vessel was not sufficiently manned in her present state, 

— wrote to the owner demanding two additional hands. 
a short time the boatmen returned with a note from Mr. Z — 

the effect that he thought the X had herfull complement, 

and tlierefore he would send no more men. This was anything 
but pleasant. We consulted as to whether we would remain 
the vessel, or give up all thouglits of returning to England before 

rains. The only difference in the risks appeared to be that 

jne was more immediate than the other ; that of hazarding 
ourselves in a leaky ship with an insufficient and discontented 
crew, to standing the chance of another wet season with our 
paired state of health, to say nothing of the inconvenience that 
would result from our change of plans. Some fiiends of o 

seasons before, when their vessel put back in a leaky con- 
dition, a fortnight after she had left Sierra Leone, gave up all 

of sailing by her, and did not quit the colony until nearly a 
year after. 

'e were shown the ship's register, which proved her age to be 
but three years ; and were also piwitively assured, both by master 
and owner, that she had leaked from a few months subsequently, 
owing to having been clumsily repaired after an accident to her 
keel. Convinced therefore that, with two additional men, the leak 
tFOuld be of little consequence, another note was written to Mr. 

> telling him that if he dVd not ioTVWvOft m^^ and send 
7 board tbu inen asked for, we viou\d \e6.vft We"s^sftA,wo&y' 
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steps to recover the passage-money. Some of our friends recom- 
mended us to call a survey upon the brig, and others advised ua 
not to think of ^ing by her. I did not feet at all alarmed after 

M explained the matter to me, but only wished to get fairly 

under weigh. The boat bearing the last message could scarcely 
have reached the wlia f wi en to nado " was sung out through 
the ship, and a heavy one t as but we rode it out well. 

Harlythis momiiig e fo ud that the last application had been 
successful, for two new hand, ha e been sent on board, which 
seems to have restored good humo to the rest of the crew. I 
am glad it is settled, but w ha e had to deal with not the most 

straightforward man in the world, m the person of the S 's 

owner. But every one in the colony knows Mr. Z . 

Certainly the dullest time on board ship is in harbour, and I 
cannot imderstand what has delayed us all this long day. Mr. 

Q came off in tlie forenoon to bid us good bye, and rather 

approves of our accomniodatioas, wliich are no doubt good so far 
as room goes. We have a main cabin with nice large hatchway, 
a state-room at each side also lighted, and a pantry sacred to 
Sarah's use. We boast of only a cOuple of chairs, but two trunks 
placed lengthways, and covered with a broad mattress, compose 
our extempore sofii. We sent a little country table on board, 
which, hid by a coarse scarlet cloth, looks quite grand ; whilst 
such unusual sitting-room ornaments as casks of biscuit, rice, 
ale, and wine, in bottle of course, are by no means disagreeable 
objects, where one has the prospect of a long voyage- 
It has been oppressively hot ail day, so that I have been unable 
to go on deck until the afternoon, when the fine cool breeze and 
view from tlie ship has compensated for the preceding discomfort. 
The town, with its houses painted all colours, peeping out from 
their orange-trees ; the grassy streets with thetr beaten pathways, 
and groups of people in every costume ; the green hill on which 
the liarracks stand ; the fort ivith surrounding masses of blaek 
rock,. — altogether present a very different aspect to what my eye 
has been so long accustomed. But it is the bold mountains be- 
yond that give a grandeur and sublimity to the view, as it is 
the broad blue water which relieves the prospect of evCTlaa^^'^ 
:, on gazing- down on the sleeping -vaWe^ , ^tottv oas ^™i 
dveUing, that looks so quiet and \onA-^', \'J\*i^ "i^ \i's»» 
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aspect, far, far above us, and seems more out-of-tke-world now 
?r did tu me before. Higher yet lies the ruined eot- 
he other wild and solitary hill ; and as the light and 
sbade rest on the irregular heights and deep ravines of Sierra 
Leone, the whole landscape is mellowed into sotlueas, that con- 
trasts strangely with the sights and Rounds on board the good 

brigX , I do not know how it is, but the vessel strikes me as 

having a most forlorn and confused appearance, while her crew 
to be a very unruly and mismanaged set. Our own boat- 
men are now ranged in the waist of the ship, bidding their 
respectful adieus to us all, and it is espected we shall soon be 
off. There are several Kroomen assisting at the pumps and 
tnchor, but they are to leave with the pilot. 

28(A. — A- heavy tornado again last night, which might have 
blown us out of sight of land ere this, had we only been off. 
Moved out this morning with a brisk land-breeze, which soon 
died awsy. Sea-breeze set in with the tide. Both being against 
OS, dropped anchor and lay off the Cape for several hours, the 

monotony of which was relieved by a kind visit from Dr. F , 

who evidently does not envy us our vessel. When the pilot and 
£rDomen went off, some of the sailors got leave to go ashore 
ttUo ; and, meanwhile, we had the mortification of seeing the 

"V— and the G sweep past us with all their saila set. 

Dark ere the boat from shore returned, and we have once more 
■weighed anchor, as I hear tlie loud " cheery, men — cheerily 
oh !" resounding through the ship. 

29(A,— The Mountains of the Lions are still in sight, which I 
take as the presage of a slow voyage. The heat during the 
day is suffocating, while the evening air feels chilly. 

30(A.— That blue mountain mass of bold outlhie follo*vs in our 
wake ! There it is this evening, scarcely less distinct than yea- 
tenlay ! Although by no means fond of the vessel being pitched 
about by the wind, I would actually hail a good tornado that 
would wafl us far away from the pestilent shore, that seems re- 
solved to haunt us by its s!iado(vy presence. Early this morning 
the sullen roar of a giin on the waters startled me, and shortly 

aJier we were visited by a boat from H. M. brigantine S . 

^/triV Jjr/.— Fairly out of sig\\l o? AanA ;i\. \«a1. ftsaitlfuUY 
pe, with a slight breeze. Numi:tovia\)\t6sft-^\n^3!tio\A. 
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2ttd. — Nearly a calm ; sailing tiircu^h sboals of dolpfjins. Jii 
trying to catch them the sailors have hoolietl a young shark in- 
eteod, and hoisted the iiideous-looking creature on deck. 

-Spoke the barque "Aileline" of Newcastle, tiventy-eight 
days out from that dear land which, alas ! we cannot expect to 
teach for much more tlian twice tweuty-eight days ! 

There are no entries in this important li^ for some days, and 
I can &ncy you smiling at the idleness of noting down such 
trifles, but their very nothingness may give you some idea of the 
monotony of sea-life on board such a vessel as ours. 

We were the only paflKengers, with the exception of the owner's 
son, a little mischievous boy, who was continually sowing strife 
betsveen the master and sailors, playing tricks upon the monkey, 
and behaving impertinently to the crew, of whom there were 
twelve men. 

The first mate was old and superammated. He had formerly 
Been better days, having been captain of more than one East 
Indiaraan that, unfortunately for him, had all been wrecked. 
Though said to be a great deal too fund of brandy and such like 
cordials, he seemed to be one of the most carefiil and properly 
conducted people on board. Especially untidy -looking during 
,tiie Pest of the week, Sunday invariably saw this " ancient mari- 
his best attire with a lai^e-typed prayer-book in his 
/hand ; whilst his slippered and shufiiing footstep, which never 
'teased pacing the deck during the hours of his nightly watch, 
.proved that he at leasl knew his iluty better than some of the 

r«thers, who too often left the ship to tlie guidance of the steera- 
nian alone. Once, about midnight, and with a feir wind that 
had for some days kept the vessel steadily upon one tack, she 
b^;an to roll in so eslraordinaiy a manner that it roused the 
master, who discovered, on going up, the deck deserted, the wheel 
lashed, and the carpenter, whose duty it was to have been there, 

ftast asleep on a hencoop ! 

' The master was very unfit for the post he held, being tyran- 
nical, unfeeling, and cowardly. Two of the crew were siek 
when we sailed, yet he never sJiowed the least concern about 
them, taking no heed as to whether they had meiliciives wt *ssa.- 
■ble food. One of (hem, in parlicuAar, was verj W\, Vbn\v>« Va^ 

wFoiHifty fever, yolioived by a relapse ■, and "iV ^teai^rtat^" 
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the poor man, ordered liim to be removed from hb close berth 

■ to a. more airy part of the ship, and took care that he had proper 
things to eat, such as sago, arrow-root, RTuel, &c. He seemed 
to be cODvalescent, when one day's very severe illness amongst 
ourselves prevented M going on deck. The steward, how- 
ever, promised all obedience to our orders, and affirmed that poor 
Jackson bad everything he required. Imagine how shocked I 

was next day to hear a commotion above, and M *h voice 

asking " how the men could leave their comrade to die before 
their eyes." Sarah at the same time rushing down the com~ 
panion, placed R hastily on my lap, and said her master had 

■ sent ber for limes and a sponge to bathe the hands and face of 
the poor man, who could not move nor utter aught save low 
moans. In a few minutes M came himself to prepare some 

brandy and hot wafer for the apparently dying man, who it 
seemed had been leit to lie on the deck, exposed alike to the 
burning sun and occasional chill air from the water, unable to 

■ articulate, and still less able to stretch out his hand to the mess- 
tins of dun-coloured sago that had been permitted to turn sour 
and hard by his side. Evidently his comrades had thoiight all 
chance of his life was over, or such apathy could not have been 

shown. Fortunately, M 's indignant appeal to their feelings 

was successful; and I was thankful to hear about an hour 
afterwards that Jackson had revived, and another of the sailors 

■ was reading his Bible beside him, 
Tiiere whs something frightful iji the idea of a fellow-creature 
perishing amongst us through downriglit carelessness, and yet 
Captain P actually never went that afternoon to ask after 

the man or look at him, but contented himself by telling the 
steward to see that the cook made whatever we thought necessary 

for tiie invalid, who from that day M took under his own 

^^^ especial care. But you may be sure that we formed no good 
^^H opinion of tEie unfeeling master, who seemed to think it beneath 
^^H his dignity to take any interest in the welfare of hb men. He 
^^H was not properly a "master mariner" (the rightful title. I 
^^H believe, of a merchant captain), but on the death from fever of 

^^H theK '5 original master, had been appointed to take the vessel 

^^psiome. Our captain (by courlesj") and tt\e ae«md mate (the 
^^«Bzne wiM-looking sailor whose a-ppeammia \\ai aQ aNamsei lafc 
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the evening of our embarkation) had once been ehipniates 
leather, and this fornier familiarity seemed to ha^e caused, on 
the part of the mate, a total want of respect far the authority of 
his present superior, and continual loud disputes between them 
did not add to the comforts of our passage. But, indeed, not 
one of the crew looked up lo Captain P— — ; and stories of hia 
having been fined fifty pounds for assaulting a black mnn in the 
West Indies, and of his brother having been imprisoned for 
causmg through cruelty the death of four Spanish sailors, used 
to be noised throughout the vessel, rendering thinga still worse. 
The carpenter was one of tiie oddities on board. Being often 
engaged in repairing the pumps, ant! working with his tools near 
the place where I sat propped up in a skeleton of a Canadian 

manufactured arm-chair, R always made interest to obtain 

a quantity of scraps of wood, and with a little wooden mallet 
used to hammer away in great glee on the lee-side of the ship 
with Saiah beside him. On such occasions "Chips" atten 
would lay down his saw and hatchet, and taking a pinch of 
snutr, push hia broad blue Scotch bouuet off his weather-beaten 
forehead, and give utterance, in a very strong northern dialect, 
to a few remarks as to the great difference in hia opinion between 
^Europeans and Africans. 

" Aweel ! according to my thocht, they're little belter thae 
black folk than monkeys, Gif that lassie was in a show noo, 
I'se warrant it wadna be lang ere a hunder punds was made 
o' her. She be't to learn some bits o' tricks first, though — weel I 
just to see iiow mickle the baini maks o' her !" 

But the carpenter was one of the laziest and most unruly of 
all the crew. He hated being at the helm, and took great delight 
in boasting that upon one occasion on board a vessel, when it 
was his first turn at the wheel, he steered the ship several points 
out of her course, peering at the same time eagerly into the 
binnacle ; and on the captain's inquiring whether he was short- 
flighted or not, replied, " Yes," and that he could not see the 
compass, whereupon the master immediately called another sailor, 
lAnil gave orders that the " new hand" should on no account be 
Bent to the helm again. 

One of ihe two men who had been sent on Xioaii ftvfe ia.-^ i^'vat 

■ embarked, iras an Irishman, named indie-w , ■fl'no ■wwt^v^-^ 
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^^H O'Connell and prayed for repeal ; but nevertheless attended zeal- 
^^^K'OUsly to his duty. He was considerably above six feet in height, 
^^^B ind in his red woollen blouse, leather belt with a knife hanging 
^^f from it, and rather conical -shaped felt-hat. looked less like a sea- 
man than a brigand. His companion was one of the most effi- 
cient sailors id the vessel, quiet, orderly, and active. He had once 
worked his passage home from the East Indies in a man-of-war, 
■where he probably had acquired his .fine sailor-like deportment. 
" Old George," as he was called, and Andrew his comrade, had 
each saved a little money, and it was only ihe desire to get home 

^^^ that had led them to enter the X as seamen. Then there 

^^K Vas " Toung Geoi^," who used to read the Bible to Jackson, 
^^H ftnd who was overheard one Sunday evening talking of his family, 
^^H and expressing his satisfaction at being able to assist his old 
^^V mother from his wages. He was a fresh-looking lad, evidently 
^Hj* from the country, very different in appearance and mannerB from 
^^B the cook and tlie boy who attended on the live-stock, two 
^^ youths one could never nee without thinking of London pick- 
pockets, Jackson and tlie other sick sailor had both served in 
American vessels. They were very quiet and civil, but the 
first was by far the better seaman of the two, The steward and 
cabin-boy brought up the rear of the hands on board the X — — . 
The former was useless as a steward, and seemed to me to be 
crazy; the latter was a good steady boy, and steered the ship 
better than any man on board. It may seem rather incredible, 
but very soon we came to know quite well who was at the helm, 
A good steerer made so great a difl«rence to our comfort, if that 
word be at all applicable in this instance, but I only speak by 
comparison. 

On the 10th of April we got the trade-winds, and the evening 
after, as I sat below under the open skylight, near which, ott 

■ deck, the steward and mate were engaged in weigliing out to the 
cook the unwieldy lumps of salt pork and beef for the next day's 
consumption, I perceived nearly all the sailors were congregat- 
ing on the quarter-deck, while loud voices were engaged in 
angry remonstrance with the captain, as to the quantity and 
quality of their provisions. Foremost stood Andrew, in oratorial 

k attitude, setting forth, in the T\c\\est ot ItisV \ito^\ss, MvtX " it 
ma vejj hard that they had noV a d\iT05 o^ ^a.'J qt ca«tt,\«, 
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-Rlone rum or spiirits of any kind," whilst tlie captain assured liiin 
it was all very well to grumble, but that the cabin small stores 
were exhausted as well as those for the men. " Ocli sure, but 
it's wondrous aisy for you to be talking, — when you have your 
wine and your ale, and your white bisciiit, and the sugar aiid the 
toy quite comfortable-like, down in the cabin there j but if you 
had to ate rice for your breakfast, and rice for your dinner, and 
rice for your supper, and that coarse red rice too, only fit for 
bastes, ye would know what it was maybe, and had the hard work 
to do besides." 

More than one other ^'oice mentioned the cabin in such 
threatemng tones, as if all the tea, and the rum, and the biscuit 
of which they felt the deprivation were unjustly withheld from 
them and stowed there, that the idea gradually crept over me 
that I shpuld feel less surprise than terror if the whole ship's 
crew, with the tall Connaught-man at their head, were to make 
a sally down the companion and assert " the right of search " in 
our cabin, as well as in that of the captain. The latter worthy 
personage meanwhile continued to pace the quarter-deck, and 
amoke his pipe with the apathy of a Dutchman, on!y occasionally 
muttering as he opened his mouth to putf out the smoke, " ll'a 
Utile you'd find in the cabin, though you should go to look." 

Even the grave and orderly " Old George " came forward to 
vote for a redress of their grievances, saying that he had served 
in many a ship, and been to all the quarters of the globe ; and 
that had they been out for six months, he would be the last man to 
complain ; Lut to thiiik that ihey had now been hut one fortnight 
at sea, and all the bread finished, he did not know how they were 
to be at the end of another fortnight ; and that though it was all 
very well to have nothing except water to drink in fine warm 
weather, by-and-bye, when we got into colder latitudes, and 
might meet with squalls, it would be hard for them to have 
neither tea nor coffee, nor yet ' grog.' " 

Was not this a pleasant prospect? But on discussing matters 
quietly among ourselv es, my fears were allayed by learning that, if 
we met with no ship to supply the men, the captain would no doubt 
put into some port or other for provisions, as afijM \\«.\. ft-sewo?^ 
"eaJJoired the small remaining store ot \iiscmlto \>« V'^^'*™'**'- 
the crew. Still many and loQg weTe t\ie ^;rwaWi™'^ 
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of tea and coffee, and the very sparing quantity of meat 
that was weighed out. As this operation was always performed 
just over our cabin, we were usually favoured by hearing the 
dispute as to its being " beef-day " or " pork-day," tlie latter of 
whicli they would have preferred coming always, instead of 
alternately. 

After a day of noise, murmuring, and discomfort, I used to 
hail the calm silent evening with a refreshed mind. I remember 
well that the beauty of that of the 14th was enough to make 

me forget all minor miseries, for at feast one half-hour. M 

and I sat on decit after the night-watch had been set, and all was 
etill and quiet on board, and there was the magnificent full moon, 
seeming to sail along as fast as we, — one moment shining clear 
and high above our heads ; the next, veiled under a thin fleece 
of snowy clouds ; and at another, completely hid behind a black 
and threatening mass, which reminded me of that dense shroud 
the burst of a tornado alone can dispel. The wind was fresh and 
fair, and the vessel, lying over on one side until her deck formed 
a steep slope, cut her way steadily, if not swiftly, through the 
curling waves — which as the variable clouds flitted over the 
moon, or left her in all her splendour, alternately presented a 
&ee as sullen and dark as molten lead, or as clear and beautiful 
as frosted silver. That faint and shadowy light lent a character 
of grace and grandeur to the vessel, which no one could dream 
of during the day, for however the poetic terms of Capering 
masts and swelling sails may convey picturesque images — none 
Buch attached themselves in any shape to the craft in which we 
had left the pestilent shores of Africa. Although better than 
mere pleasurable emotions at the loveliness of an evening could 
not but be often raised by the remembrance of our continued 
safety, yet perhaps, as the heavy-laden ship pursued her solitary 
course that passing hour, the heart might be lifted up in more 
iervent adoration to Him who is " the confidence of all the ends 
' of the earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea." 

That was the last time I was on deck until the day we landed 
in England. My log tells me that on the 16th, which was 

.Easter Sunday, a. request from M was replied toby the cap- 

iat'n that he bad do objection lo out ^^iw^ ttife ww« a» allowance 
'spirits upon Sundays, I havebelore meTi\A'Kie.4 \Va.\. wotSk*. 
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mate, in spile of his venerable aspect and quiet deportment, was 
reported to liave ratlier a too friendly feeling towards stimulating 
beverages. It might have beeubut the whisper of malice: on 

board the X we had no opportmiily of proving either its truth 

or faUity. But certainly the expression of that old man's coun- 
tenance as the weekly goblet was handed round, exactly resem- 
bled that of a child who watches with keen and smiling interest 
the distribution of a packet of bon-bons, iu which he is to share. 

We were glad also, at this time, to epare sundry little stores 
for the use of the master's cabin, as it was very unpleasant over- 
hearing, which we could not avoid doing, the reiterated eora- 
piaints of mates and steward, about their having been sent to spa 
with only as much tea, coffee, sugar, pepper, and mustard as 
could last for one fortnight. 

Gradually, however, we began to find that we might have 
abundance of provisions, yet be very little the better of any of 
them, save hard biscuit and preserves, Irom the inability or 
unwillingness of those who acted as cooks on board. It was 
never quite certain to which of the two ill-looking lads the 
honour of working in the galley properly belonged. He who 
originally held the office had been ignobly dismissed for being 
lazy and dirty, and the task of feeding the live-stock and scrub- 
bing the decks was assigned to him instead. 

The qualities which had caused his degradation from the 
higher post told sadly upon the poor goats, pigs, and sheep, and 
still worse upon the fowls, who died and disappeared; until, to 
save their lives, as an Irishman would say, we were obliged to eat 
them. Several of the other siulors would willingly have made time 

to look after our live-stock, but Captain P rudely refused to 

allow a better hand to feed them. It was needless to expostu- 
late with a person who, finding that the daily comforts of hia 
superiors were greatly in hia power, determined lo take advan- 
ti^e of the circumstance in an unworthy manner, yet it required 
a philosophic degree of forbearance to pass over many instances 
of this bad spirit. We had long ceased to require further at- 
tendance from the ship-steward, than bringing break&st and 
dinner to our cabin door ; and now, with the prospect of a long 
voyage before us, it was absolutely necessary V\va.V "Sassiv ^<s«!ijv 
Uaapared to attend to the poor aniuiaVa on iect. "^^^ 
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Wb had generally to wait an hour or more before oiir scoreiied 
foivl, half-boiled yam, and pulpy rice appeared, and then the es- 
cme was that the captain's dinner had taken up all the fire, and 
all the eouking utensils, which we ourselves had sent on board ; 
therefore, it was very fair that passengers, who did not eat at the 
same table, should exercise the grace of patience as they best 
could. You may laugh at my recollecting such petty troubles 
and vulgar cares, far more at so elaborate a detail ; but nearly 
three months' experience haa convinced me that if the every-day 
eomforts of life excite little thankfulne^is, it is only because we 
are too much accustomed to receive and possess them more as 
our right than as the gifl^s of a generous Providence. Let us 
be deprived of the most trivial of these mercies, for such they 
certainly are, and then we become sensible of how greatly our 
human frame depends upon things so very unimportant in them- 
■elves. 

I hod often heard stories of the disgraceful neglect and aggra- 
yating behaviour of more than one master of homeward-bound 
Sierra Leone traders to their passengers, and was then unchari- 
table and conceited enough to believe that it must have been all 
the fault of the passengers themselves, in being unaccommo- 
dating, overbearing, finical, or troublesome, and that icc should 
meet with nothing of the kind. My opinion was &ted to be 
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The sun was dreadfully hot about this time, but even when 
the first mate was thoughtful enough lo desire t!ie awning to be 
spread, the captain ordered it to be furled instantly ; and once 
thai some of the men had brought an old sail and spread it over 
the hatchway through which the broiling sun was shining full 
into our cabin, their superior officer actually found fault with the 
poor fellows, although he was ashamed to bid them take it away 

again. The want of the awning confined poor E — below the 

fore part of the day, but with his salt-water baih in the morning, 
m deck in the afternoon, the little fellow's health im- 
proved wonderfully. Indeed iie was not like the same child that 
had embarked only three weeks previously, and this was more 
than a counterbalance to all other evils. 
As far AJ lay in our power, we tried to conciliate the mighty 
nt/e man, the secret of who3e growing i\a\Wift y» owtaA-jft?,, ■«& 
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^^HUecovered to be partly jealousy of the respect aud attention 
^^p^own to us by the subordinate officers and crew, and partly 
^^B feuded pride because iie did nut " me&s " with us, as the sea 
^^Br'teTm u. Fair warning had beeu given me by our friends on 
' shore, that when captain and passengers had separate establish- 
ments in this way, the former invariably made things as uncom- 
foriable as was in his power. On first coming on board, there- 
fore, we bad invited bim, and indeed always intended tliat he 
should form one of our party ai meals, but he himself refused, 
alleging that the mates and boy would think themselves neglected 
if he lefi them. Now, however willing we were to accommo- 
date ourselves to circumstances, the society at table of these 
three additional " hands," one of whom was less retined in manner 
than some of the men before the mast, was what we did not 
think it at all incumbent upon us to endure ; nor did the idea 
seem ever to have suggested itself to iheni. One instance of the 
master's animosity towards us was so escessively ludicrous, tliaC 
I think it must make you laugh, as it certainly made us. 

*0f course in that hot latitude, though we " killed our own 
mutton," we could not eat it all, and we were glad to give part 
to both captain and crew, by the latter of whom fresh meat 
would otherwise never have been (asted. One day the second 
mate, wlto always performed the part of butcher on board, had 
given orders himself as to the particular cooking of a dish of 
ftesh pork, which was no sooner served up in the perfection of 
ship-culinary art, than the captain commanded it to be taken at 
once off his table, declaring he would not accept of anything 
from us. The tempting viands accordingly retreated up the 
companion, followed no doubt by the longing eyes of all save the 
lord paramount of the feast. But the great gruff mate sprang 
up after the steward, and declaring that he at least would not be 
balkedof 'a good dinner when he could gel it, seized the dish 
and sat down on a log of deck- timber to enjoy his meal, with all 
the appetite of a hungry man. 

Oh! how these days dragged on, under a burning sun, in a 
ship that with a fair wind never made more than three knots an 
hour : with a disobliging, illiterate, and obstinate man for cap- 
tain, quarrelsome officers, and grumbluig crew \ "S.\A,\xv4eei,'Ca 
^^^totter bad some cause for discontent. T\\e Nvawt (A •i|\o\-^\'a'o9> 
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bega.li now to be subject of serious discussion amongst the people, 
and, except in trifling instances now and then, it was out of 
power to supply them. 

Vessels leaving' Sierra Leone for Britain go to the south-west 
to catch llie trade winds, and it was three weeks after the tii 

r quilting port ere we found oureelves in the latitude of the 
colony again I At the least, we liad therefore a prospect of bein^ 
eight weeks longer at sea, and liaving to put into some place for 
provisions, would render it still later before we could hope 
reach ^England. 

Upon the 1st of May we were all but becalmed, and the 
lailors were fortunate enough to catch several dolphins and 
Muetos. One pleasing trait in these people was that the first 
ine Jish tliey hooked was always sent down to our cabin, with 
hope tliat it might be liked by me. The captain had then been 
tiling for some days, during which he had not appeared on deck : 
but next morning, being worse, and in great alarm about him- 
self, M offered to go and see him, and, without waiting for 

!r, went to his cabin, prescribed for him, and sent every 
requisite from our medicine-chest. For nearly a week Captain 
~~ was very ill, but it Jiad the beneficial effect of rendering 

a ashamed of conducting himself towards his passengers as he 
had done, and things were restored to a more pleasant state. 

On the night of the 2nd there was very heavy weather, and we 

I were disturbed by water flowing down the comjranion way, ■ 
the deck leaked so that we had to hold umbrellas over our heads. 
We heard uext day that a huge sea had pooped the vessel and 
washed over tiie deck, and that, Ijad the steersman not suddenly 
brought the ship round, another such sea must have sent her 
down by the stern. Truly we are little aware of the many special 
providences of God towards us ! 
We were now past the tropic, and the weather became colder, 
with occasional rain and squalls. Upon the morning of the 8th 
we found ourselves in company with two ships, and the captaii 
took M 's advice to try and get provisions from them, am 
thus avoid the necessity of touching at the Azores. One wai 
bound from Liverpool to Bahia, and our ship's boat went off to 
<er, and succeeded in obtaining cabia stores, such as tea, sugar, &c, 
here were the usual signals, and sVxou.iii.osV'MuM'^v s^jwikwiij- 
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tnimpets, and then the other came alongside the X , and the 

captnin paid us a visit. He was a good hum oured-loohing' Diitcli- 
tnan, with frank and friendly manners, now returning to Rotter- 
dam from a voj'^e to Java, and liis ship, " Lea XNiiix Maries," 
waB freighted, amongst other things, with numerous monkeys, 
cockatoos, paiToquets, and sparrows. He spent the day on board 
the X , talked of his family, told stories of pirates and sea- 
life, ordered numerous bags of bread from his vessel to ours, and 

tried to make up an acquaintance with R , who was very 

shy, notwithstanding the many sincere regrets that all " de good 
gingerbread " which he liad taken out with him from Rotterdam 
was unluckily finbhed, ur he siiould have had much pleasure in 

fr '9 acceptance of some. On liearing that the child's 

mamma was below and in bad health, tiie worthy Dutchman said 
that his ship carried a skilful physician, whose advice was at our 
service ; but, knowing that a tirin fooiiag on land would be my 
only remedy, this offer was gratefully declined. " Les Deux 
Maries" was a la:^ ship, carried six guns, and had, according 
to her captain's description, splendid aecommotiation for pas- 
itengers. I believe we miglit have transhipped ourselves to her, 
had we liked, and thus got a much quicker passage home. The 
Hotlerdam captain told a story of having, some years before, 
whilst in another ship, neither so well manned nor armed aa his 
present, fallen in with a suspicious-looking brigantine, who, after 
asking the latitude and longitude, and the usual questions of 
" Whence from ?" and " Whither bound ?" all of which were 
duly answered, added, — 

" What's your cargo?" 

" What's that to you ?" was the courteous answer the Dutch- 
man sent from hb speaking -trumpet to the craA, whose real 
character he more than suspected. Nothing foiled, the brigan- 
tine haQed again — " How many men have you ?" 

'• What's that to you ?" was the response, as gruffly as before. 

The strange sail then sheered off to a more respectful distance, 
but early next morning, having altered her appearance a little, 
bore down agun upon the merchant vessel, and repeated llie 
very same questions, receiving also the same answers as he Wk 
previously. All doubt as to the briganUne's Wwv^s.-^wa.veVvA. 

"a board the Dulclimau, but \ie VwpeA Xi-J Vvi ■^es«a'^■ 



i 



I 

I 



lil 



[62 RESIDENCE AT 8IERBA LEONE. [let, 

of mind to induve a belief that he v/as both armed and manned 
strongly enough to keep his o«n grouitd. A tliird time the 
mauceuvre was repeated in the dusk of the evening, after which 
the stranger tacked and made fairly off, evidently convinced 
that he would gain Dothing^ by attacking a vessel that had shown. 
BO little fear ; while in the first port the Dutchman made, si 
where in the West Indies, he learned that this very brigantiae 
which had spoken to him thrice within so short a period, w. 
pirate with a crew of fifty men, and carrying several guns 
she had entered the harbour a prize but a few days previous to 
his arrival. 

It was evening ere the ships separated, that bearing the flag of 
Holland attended by the good wishes of all on board our ow 

The people were now liberally supplied with bread, which, 
though hard, brown, and coarse, was heartily approved of by 
them all, after living so long upon red rice, the carpenter d 
Glaring the Dutch biscuit to be " maist aa gude as ait-cake." 

Matters now went on more smootiily. The grumbling ai 
squabbling gave place to mirth and good-humour, and often 
whilst sitting in our cabin at night, it was pleasing to hear the 
rude voices of the men " forward " joining in some well-known 
sailor's song or old-feghioned ballad. 

As the weather tiecame colder and nore damp, poor Jaokson 
was attacked by violent fits of ^ue, and once more, laudanum, . 
quinine, and brandy were in requisition. But nothing else would 
he accept of, different from the fare of his messmates, except &. 
cup of tea, which was seut him morning and evening, with ths 
accompaniment of a " white biscuit," which he might take or 
not aa he liked. 

Dolphins and bonetos were still caught, and one day a pilot-fish 
that had followed the vessel for a long time was hoisted i 
triumph upon deck. I used always to fency that its name wa 
lierived from the fish being longitudinally striped blue and whit 
like the pilot-fiags, aud was horrified to find it was so called 
from being always the forerunner of a shark. 

On the Queen's birth-day my loyalty displayed itself by 

hunting out from among our stores all the necessary ingredients 

Au^ p/um-pudding for the c(CT(,"«\vq Awatlver Majesly'a 

■irJi with great good-will, and sent owe o? \^\ft wv^n *-^ '■va.'ioa 
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evening to make a speech to M- and thank him for their 

good dinner. But it was not merely by speaking tbat t!ie men 
showed, rougli as they were, that tiiey possessed the feeling of 
gratitude. The carpenter had in t!je tirst place constructed out 
of one of our hen-coops a swinging cot for our cabin, for wliich 
the master himself actually contributed canvas ! Others at their 
spare hours had made some pretty mats of Manilla cordage, 
which they would have been iiurt had we refused to accept. 
Jackson begged us for two empty and nicely-shaped bottles from 
our medicine-chest, that he might cover them with netted cord, 
which, with no other assiijtance than a large needle, he did very 
neatly in pretty patterns ; whilst the captain further gave orders 
tbat a more comfortable chair, with clean canvas-protect^ 

ropes to hold by, should be prepared to favour R 's and my 

descent from the vessel. 

Her Majesty's birth-day brought us a fair wind, which con- 
tinued for a whole week ! — a wonderful event in the annals of 

our X voyage. On the 27th the island of St. Michael's 

was in sight, and next day Tercuira, another of the Azores. It 
was bitterly cold here, and my hands were fully occupied in 

makiug little warm gloves and socks for K out of scraps of 

flannel, as no such things were to be had in the colony when 
we left. Sarah felt the cold sadly, and all the warm clothing 
X had provided seemed not enough fur her African sensations. I 
had, therefore, to devise means of giving her more such habili- 
ments, and you would have smiled at the outri costume 1 oon- 
trired for her by the help of old flannel jackets, thick-lined 
dressing-gowns, and blanket shawls. She, at least, imagined 
herself a model of European fashion. 

Heavy squalls at night, calms and foul winds by day, brought 
us to the 7th of June, when, about opposite Ushaiit, we encoun- 
tered a tremendous gale of wind. The vessel rolled about most 
fearfully. One moment a sea washed over the deck, and drenched 
every article in our cabin, throwing them violently to the lee- 
while, as she righted again, it required some strength to 

ven our own footing. M^ -'s ingenuity had before caused 

than one formidable leak to Ml into coMwXa ^cTvafi& V^ 
tTDUffhs takeu out of the hen-coops, ami faateaeA '«\iew> **^ 
B the water, and let it run mlo a\«B\Q aeX^^"^ 
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instead of upon our inattresBea. But now that the salt-water 

poured down from every seam into our berths, M nailed upon 

the planked roa& and sidis all the African raata we had brought 
vith us, and then made a canopy of tarpaulins and Macintosh 
cloaks under the skylight in our main-cabin, but which y 
yet insufRcient to prevent us getting a share of each succeeding 
" sea " we shipped. The skylight itself was closed and covered 
with a canvas " cap ;" but still the liquid enemy contrived ti 
dash in, until poor Sarah was actually crying, not from alarm, 
but from sheer vexation. I sat with R— — - on my lap for many 
a weary hour that day, as even when asleep there was not a dry 
corner in which to lay him down. But when awake it 
almost impossible to get him to remain quiet, as, like all chil- 
dren, he did not mind the violent rocking to and fro of the 
vessel, always contriving to balauce himself though I could not, 
and only remarking with his merry voice in country laiigua 
as a chair or cask broke from its lashings and rolled along tlie 
floor, " ship nm all about." 

I overheard the men on deck remonstrating with the captain 
for keeping on too much sail, and going right before the wi 
but naturally he concluded himself the best judge of t 
ought to be done, though of the majiy vessels now in sight some 
were scudding under bare poles, and otiiers had merely on 
two sails set ; whilst we carried lower studding-sails until they 
were blown from the yards. 

That was a sleepless night. As the shock of each giant wave 
struck the vessel, I could not help experiencing the shivering' 
dread of her sinking at once ; and then, as she recovered herself, 
to be again thrown almost ou her beam-ends, there was the sure 
conviction that He " who bringeth the winds out of his hid 
treasures" was her guide, for human fancy could not understand 
how she escaped destruction. Amongst the alarming sounds of 
the wind, the sea, and the shouting of men's voices, we constantly 
heard the breaking of plates and glasses in our little pantiy, 
and the knocking about of everything in the cabin, however 
firmly secured it had been j and Ihese last sounds were by fcr 
ihe most (distressing to poor Sarah, who would have thought 
nothing of the storm, had it on\y \t\. l\vft aa^a miA ^^tters alone. 
L A.t length the morning lighl biealsJii^ftwwa^'Ooa'Wi* < 
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raised our hearts and hopes to see tlie promise of another day. 
But still, although the sun shone, and there was no rain, the 
same heavy seas continiied to strilie us, drencliing everything 
below, despite of all contrivances. Then tlie cargo of timber 
shifted, and as the ends of the logs kept knocking against the 
bulkhead that separated them from our cabin, I dreaded that 
they would burst through, and even be the means of fiending 
the vessel down. One of the sailors wiio got jammed between 
two huge logs, narrowly escaped with some bruises, and this 
new danger called many into the hold, who eould not well be 
spared from their duty on deck. The leak, wliich had been so 
long kept under, began to gain once more on us, and t!ie constant 
working of the pumps added to the men's fatiguing labours- 
The captain now begged us to supply them with " grog," and I 
felt so glad we had taken on board what I had considered at first 
a very unnecessary and useless addition to our stock of drinkables, 
namely, a case of the best brandy and gin. Andrew had had 
his foot dreadfully crushed a short time before this, by the fall 
of a heavy iron, and Jackson was still very weak and unlit for 
active exertion, so the benefit of the two additional men was now 

fully felt and acknowledged, the master himself thanking M 

for having insisted on their being sent. Tliat night was calmer, 
and we rose with grateful hearts and refreshed frames, to make 
some preparations for leaving the vessel, as the storm, although 
it had not caused us to go fester than seven knots an hour, had 
yet helped us on so &r that we hourly expected to see land. On 
the 10th we sighted the Start, with a fair wind; next day the 
Isle of Wight, and on the 12th Beachy Head. B- — -and Sarah 
were in ecstasies at once more seeing "bush," and I equally 
rejoiced not only to be able to pack, but to see the necessitf of 
doing so with expedition. 

How gaily the ship-linen was stowed into one bos, and with 
what high spirits another set aside ticketed " for landing," whilst 
large trunks and sea-chests were roped with marvellous activity 1 
Still, although so near the " long-sought, long-looked-for " land, 
we were by no means free from exposure to danger, and owing 
to light winds, tides, and careles-iness, were very nearly agrouud 
off Dieppe, the last place our ship had cause to bft ti^m. 
^LWe roseal four o'clock on the morning ot t\\ti\'\.\.V,a.'ft.i\«a-""''^ 
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that we were becalmed in a fog otF Hastings. The X was at 

anchor in the midsi of a fittliery, and liad by some means or other 
broken the nets. It was thetefore not imlikdj that some boat 
might speak us ; and we — having serious thoughts, if sucli b 
opportunity presetite<]. to take advantage of it to leave the vesse 
and thiu avoid the slow passage she would inevitably make up the 
Thames — proceeded to complete out disembarking arrangements. 
At seven o'clock a fishing-boat was alongside, and after M— 
had spoken to the men, who said they would lose considetably 
by the damage done to their nets, and were glad to earn a little 
money unejtpectedly, we decided to go ashore with them, and 
agreed to be ready not later than nine o'clock, as then the tide 
would be in our favour for reaching Hastings. You will believe 
I was too happy to eat breakfast, and too much engaged to boot, 
for there were all the busy little lust things to be done, to the 
packing away of spoons and forks. A despatch-bos was put to 
the ignoble use of hai-ing, amongst other sundries, biscuits and 
raisins stowed in it for B and Sarah, during the pull to land ;, 

I my work-bag was filled with an additional warm spencer and 
traveUing-eap for the little head that now looked so { 
broad-brimmed African grass hat of " three copper" vi 
We had heard that barely as many pieces of pork and beef aj 
would serve for three days' consumption remained in the har- 
ness casks, therefore it was with double good-will that the 
remainder of our rice, flour, biscuit, and other si 
handed over to the steward, and the men told that the remaining' 
pigs were theirs. I was sorrj' to leave our two pretty milc)>-> 
goats, one of the latter was such a lovely black and white spotted 
creature, with eyes and feet like a gazelle's, polished black horns,, 
and long white beard like floss sitk ; but the two individuals to> 
whom the animals were given, would, I had no doubt, treat them' 
kindly. 
At nine we were ready, the luggage left on board being 
stowed into one of the berths, and what we were to lake tossed 
into our new conveyance, with nearly a boat-load of clook^ 
shawls, and pea-jackets. It was with feelings, I hope, of dM 
(iankiulness, that I once more found myself with the sky o 
Affari, but my two months' impriaonment below hod rendered n 
yes so weak, I could scnrcely bear ttw \\^\vt. "^W wwVw \s 



lil' 



tBT. in.] ROW TO HASTINGS. 167 

just been weighed a^in, and all the sailors were clustered on the 
side of the ship where the boat waited for us; and how yellow 
and sickly their faces seemed, compared with the ruddy though 
weather-beaten countenances of the three fishermen, into wliosc 

rude but strong-built craft R and I were first lowered ! 

We soon found ourselves all seated in one compartment of the 
little sloop, the rope was cast adrift, and the oant splashiug in 
the water, bore us some paces frora the X — — , when we per- 
lived the whole crew, still with heads uncovered, standing on 
tithe quarter-deck ; while three hearty English cheer§, timed by 
the little caplaiii himself, bore testimony to the kindly feeling of 
board as we led them. 

s inhtirent in human nature to take an interest in a place 
where— let the li>dging; liave been ever so humble — we have 
ipent some part of our life ; and after we had silently acknow- 
ledged the honest parting greeting of those who for nearly three 
months had shared the same risks with ourselves, we watched 
the brig as she floated bzily onwards with the tide, until the haze 
lompletely hid her from our view, 
There waa just enough of a breeze to render a sail a slight 
IjABsistance to the rowers, and to overpower me with the keen 
~ eshness of the air, so that I was glad to lie down on the rough 

Hnch, and fall sound asleep, R happily followiug my 

mplc. 

The exhaustion was quite gone on awaking — whilst the wind 
tnd tide were au favourable, that the men laid aside their oars, 
d busied themselves with the fish they had caught. 
The boat was divided into three compartments — that i 



j; filled with gravel e 
II washed the fish 
if salt-water over them. 
frheve occasionally one 



id, with a well in the midst, where 
the other pouring bucket ajter bucket 
In the bow was a little covered cabin, 
vent iu and returned with a tankard 



, The men seemed to be father and sons, all with a very in- 

Uigent and thoroughly i/ood expression of countenance. Their 

8 was rustic and picturesque ^ — short red and blue woollen 

)Clt8. black " south-westers," and gigantic leather " oveio.'A*" 

ailing to imagination the seven-AeagueA \ioo\s dl ovi^ wm'^*^ 

tt/vin/e/es. The fishermen said these e\iov\Ufl>JB Xiticfta. ci^"^ 
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I of money at first, but were invaluable, beioR strong 
and quile water-proof. The old father spoke of the great damage 

the X had done in breaking his neta, and said he had si 

many a vessel from a far country, but never one with her si 
ami bottom so overgrown with sea-weed, and covered with bar- 
nacles. These had been tlie means of entangling the nets. The 
had picked off several, which he wished to take home to 
as a curiosity. As we rowed quietly on, suddenly a. wetl- 
remembered sound arrested our attention with the power of 
magic, whibt the good old man, who seemed to participate i 
our feelings, smilingly txclairaed — " Ye hear them : the birds,- 
the birds singing on shore : we are quite near, though we cannt 
see them for the mist." 

The clear, sweet carol of the lark and thrush rose up in such 
a gush of melody, and brought so many memories on its breath, 
that I could have exclairaBd with Isiaak Walton, " Lord, ■ 
music hast thou provided for the saints in heaven, when thou 
permittest such to bad men on earth 1 " On looking at a 
watches, we were surprised to find that we had been more than 
three hours in the boat ; the time had passed so very quickly ; 
yet after we had heard the dear home-aouud of the birds singing, 
it seemed very long ere we saw the shore. 

At last through the cloudy grey atmosphere we caught a 
glimpse of a beautiful sandy beach ; and then a wall of low white 
cliffs appearing every moment more distinct, and relieved at 
irregular distances by many a patch of green grass or climbing 
shrub tliat grew on the face of the rocks. As we approached 
they gradually assumed a higher and bolder aspect, resembling, 
in their fantastic mould, magrjificent pillars, arches, and Gothic 
nindows, till we could actually have affirmed the one moment 
that a marble palace lay before us, and the next, that a dila- 
pidated castle, or venerable abbey, frowned above the quiat 
little bays which indent the coast. Then came the vie 
green pasture-fields, with sleek, eon ten ted- looking cattle grazing^ 
whilst the blue curling smoke amongst trees gave token of a 

cottage home of England " hidden in its warm sheltered do<A. 

How beautiful everything appeared ! The mist had roUei 

^Ha_f, and the summer sun, shining out bri^htlY, discovered at 1 

distance the pretty and ronwaliuAooV.™^ ViJ.'Oui \i]™xi. 4| 
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Hastings, with many a vessel at aochor before its crowded streel, 
from the slow and heavy aand-barge to the graueful yacht and 
privileged pennant -bearer in her Majesty's service. The men 
begged us to sit quiet in the boat wltilst they hauled it up on 
the beach, wltich, with the assistance of some of their fraternity, 
was dexterously accomplished ; and as one of tlte near bystanders, 
evidently a friend of our fishermen, stepped forward to proffer 
his assistance as I was lifled from the boat, liis hearty " Welcome 
once more to English ground, madam !" sounded quite musical. 

A crowd of nursery-maids with their young charges, washer- 
women watching- their clothes bleaching on the sands, school- 
boys, and laughing little girls gatltering shells and pebbles, 
added to the motley character of tlie group of seafaring people 
who stood still to witness the novel spectacle of our landing. 
They looked at us in silent wonder, especially at Sarah, who 
seemed more alive to the consciousness of walking For the first 
time in boots than to the gaze of the multitude. But no marvel 
that a general stare was directed towards us, for the capacious 
front of her bonnet, and tlie narrow high crown of mine, bespoke 
a fashion now obsolete even amongst the laundresses of tiie busy 
watering-place; whilst my veteran chequered cloak must have 
seemed gipay-iike in its ample folds, to eyes daily accustomed to 
admire the graceful cardinal and bewitching mantelet of later 
adoption. 

But through the gaping and laughing crowd we threaded our 
way with due nonchalance, and, allowing the cnstom-house officer 
to take charge of our boxes, followed a very civil self-elected 
guide to a neat and comfortable hotel ; where the pretty rosy- 
cheeked damsel, who offered to carry K upstairs, stood in 

utter amazement to see the child clasp his little black moid 
tightly round her neck, and refuse to accept of any other 



C 



When the good old fisherman came to receive his due, I was 
surprised to learn that we had rowed fourteen miles. Our lug- 
gage was not passed without all, excepting the privileged tin box 
of papers, first undergoing a more inquisitive than necessary 
search. 1 wonder if we were taken for smugglers of F^«q.'^ 
and gloves ! 
Mer various inquiries and consu\tat.\om vie 4ett\'!Lei \» sX-a.-i^. 
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r by the night-msLil for London, securing- all the inside places. 
Meanwhile, writing home-letters, reading the newspapers, dining, 
and drinking tea, passed the time quickly, the intervals being 
employed in looking out of the windows, one of which was im- 
mediately opposite an ancient church, seemingly built of flints ; 
the other overlooked the bustling street ; and the interest excited 
by each paasor-by, from the lady equestrian to the ragged urchin 
trundling his hoop along the pavement, can only be understood 

Lby those who have been, like ourselves, the residents of a strange 

Icountry as uncivilized as AfKea. 

At teu we left Hastings. It was a beaulifid moonlit night, 
wliich invested every thing, to the very sign-posts and turnpike 

gates, with a feiry-like radiance. B soon fell asleep in my 

lap, and Sarah's bewilderment at the flying house, so different 
from the low open phaetons of Siena Leone, was soon absorbed 
by sleep also. 

There had been several slight showers of rain, just enough to 
make every leaf and blade of grass appear in the grey of the 
morning as if glittering over with diamonds. Part of our route 
lay through fine wooded scenery ; and the novelty of the rapid 

» travelling at that bonr. the tliankfiil delight of being safe on 
land only one week after the terrible night of tlie 7th; with 
ft thousand liome-emotions, conspired to throw a chanu over 
every solitary kitchen-gariien and wayside cottage ; while each 
quiet country labourer plodding along to farm-yard or field, 
every early dairy woman amongst her pretty and patient cows, 
«eemed objects worthy of the pencil of Edwin Landseer. Then 
as we drew nearer'^to London, the road became more and more 
alive. Butchers* carts, and waggons laden with cabbages, 
turnips, and all sorts of seasonable vegetables, decked with 
bright nosegays of dear English flowers, appeared as never 
market-gardeners' and butchers' carts appeared before. Omni- 
buses, stage-coaches, dunkey-carts, horse and foot passengers, 
dairymen, cattle and dogs, multiplied at every step, and the 

» great dray-horses looked quite colossal in my eyes, atler beiDgf 
K> long aacnstomed to the slenderly formed steeds of Sierra 
Jjeone; whilst the rows of suburban brick-built houses, with tha 
punding oames of " Bellevue CoUase*" or " Elm-Row Villas," 
Bci up oa a board at a corner, wotc a mote^stiV'j mvA 
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air than I am sure they had done since their foundation. A 
golden halo seemed to rest even on the muddy Thames as we 
drove across Loudon Bridge, exactly as the various clocks 
pealed forth the hour of six. But, ah 1 to me the broad 
waters of that noble river, — with its forest of masts which have 
bent to tiie gales of every climate, anii towered above the 
decks on which our brave seamen have kept lonely watch alike 
iu the arctic and tropic seas, wtiilst their good ships were 
proudly bearing on the riches of every country under the sun 
to the one sea-girt isle that boasts the dominion of the ocean, — 
Lave ever been waters endowed with some mystic influence over 
my thoughts, which causes all around to look bright and sunny ; 
and that neither from their vastness, nor yet for their beauty, 
but simply from their being connected with pleasant and happy 



But leaving the royal Thames to its own undisputed majesty, 
we passed through the streets until we reached Charing-Cross. 
It was seven o'clock ere we were once more comfortably do- 
miciled J as, afler quitting the coach, we had to drive to no 
leas than three different hotels before finding one with spare 
accommodations at that early hour of the morning. You will 
readily understand that as the sleepy-looking waiters severally 
answered our inquiries, we felt l/ial to be the most wearisome 
ludf-hour which had passed by since four o'clock of the morning 
before, when for the last time we left our berths on board the 

good brig X , which good brig, by-lhe-bye, was a week 

longer ere she arrived at the port of London, and lost one of 
her anchors in coming up tiie river. 

I had often, and long before that day of excitement, heard it 
remarked by older and more experienced travellers than myself, 
that it is only on approaching your own country from a ^rst 
absence abroad that you feel a joyous and impatient eagerness 
to land. I used always to express my disbelief of this creed, 
and fancied that every succeeding return from a sojourn in 
foreign climes, especially if fraught with danger by storm and 
pestilence, would bring a stronger degree of thankful feeling and 
un clouded hope. But 1 now join in t\(e o^\v\on, 'Ona.v bm\w\'^ 
^^ftpie davs iu hunian life whose pecwAiax VitX'aytnfsa 'i*^ ^-vt» I 
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I bat DDce, must rank that on whiclj an individual first sets foot in 
I his native country after a residence in a strang« and distant land ; 
I ibr, oh ! how soon may the glad memory of a first safe return 
I be blended with that of a first heavy sorrow ! You may bound 

n shore in the full anticipation of a liappy greeting jrom those 
r who are at that hour on their dying bed, and whose prayer to 
I live long enongli only to see your face once more, tiieir Hea- 

)nly Father hath not seen fit to grant ! Your eyes may rest 
I'-again on your childhood's haunts, they may look with mure in- 
I terest than ever on the welUremenibered flowers of your home.- 
I gardens, while the gentle Jiand that planted those very flowers 
welcome the travel-wovn brother or sister back again, is 
I mouldering away in the cold and silent grave ! 

I saw once more my cmintry's clover lens 

All sparkling wllh tliu pi'arls of snnimer shotrers, — 
I mark'd the drowsy muruiar of the bees 

TIml hnmm'd nmidst her old fnmiliar fioweri, 
And heard the low soft rustle of the breeze 

That gently moved among her garden bowers. 
Long-yeam'd-for sights and souuda were miugled Ihere,^ 

In one calm smile were wrnpl both earth and sky, 
Healthfiil and pure we knev the sweet warm air 

That with i(s blossom'd bwath went flitting by, 
And yet o'er uU the landseape fresh and Mr 

A shadow deep, and solemn, seem'd to lie 1 
For midst those left before — all now were iioi — | 

One fbrin ^as absent ^m the honsehold band, 
Even hers— of whom we deeni'd the earthly lot 

Was cast afar on some bright southern strand — 
Aias ! one darkly lone and narrow spot 

Had bound lier evermore within her native land I 
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Return to Sierra Leone — PaGEengers. 



r 

^^M On board the barqae V , off the Nore, 

^^^ January 16tb, 1S44. 

^^PMt dear C. — Here we are under weigh again to return to 
Sierra Leoue. We came ilosvn by a steamer to Gravesend on 
Saturday, and as we stopped at the pier, a cry of " Any one 

here for the V ?" — directed our attention to a waterman, who 

said be had been looking out for U9 some days ; so we embarked 
in hb boat and pulled to our vessel, whiclt lay far down ; I 

think we had to row at least two miles. On Hearing the V , 

and making feat the boat, M-- — ■ of course asked if there was a 

Rhip." " Carpenter, have you a whip forward there ? " was 
get) down the ship. "Whip! no: anything heavy to come 
?" " Only a lady ; that 's all, sir I" replied one of our 
watermen, whereupon the Captain came forward, and begged I 
would endeavour to ascend by the swinging and perpendicular 
rope-ladder, which I managed to do. Our state-room is large 
and airy, light and convenient. We have put down our carpet, 
which looks quite grand ; but it is bitterly cold on board, except 
in the main cabin, which is heated by a comfortable stove. Be- 
sides ourselves, there are Iwo English, three German passengers, 
e little African boy, returning to his native country after 
completed his education ! My thoughts linger in the 
e are once more quitting for the African shore. • • • • 

LAt Se», JonoaTy, 1844. 
Far from onr parled ireamires borne — 
Whatever muj lietiJi.', 
No longer now each night ai 
Shall find me by their eide I 
Ere gladly I return once more, 
My cheriGhed babes 1 to thee. 
My foot must press anothcT eluaj 
Beyond the liroad blue sea. J 



having ( 




There is no lot wilhonl alloy, 

For back thj sire mast hie 
Where Ihy &r birth-place stands, my boy ! 

Bem-Bth tbe tropic eky : 
The lime-flower there jts perfiime sheds. 

And clear Eweet waters flow ; 
Aod palm-trees bead their graceM heads 

To all the wiuds that blow. 

There mid the orange boughs, the breeze 

It» fiifiil mtiEiG makes; 
Now murmuring like the hum of bees 

AraoDg the flow'ry brakes ; 
Or moaning like the surge of seas 

When the wild slonn-TOice wakes: 

While butterflies on jewell'd wing 

Skim through the aml>er air. 
Bright birds are ever fluttering 

Mid shioing Miage there ; 
For eier seems the garb of spricig 

Thai glowing clime lo wear. 
Bat now, sweet child! depriv'd of thee, 

Lone shall that laud appear ; 
For Etili thy buoyant infant glee 

Was wont my home to cheer. 
And throw a sunny gleam of joy 

O'er all the weary day, 
The while thy Cither's grave employ 

Uad suniinon'd him away. 
When fierce and mighty o^er onr hill 

The dark tornadoes rush'd, 
Within thy roother"B arms thou still 

Wert tafe and warmly hueh'd ; 
Bat now no more her anxious voice. 

When dreams have made thee weep, 
Shall with old cradle-songs rejoice 

And lull thee back to sleep- 
But though no longer on her breast, 

Nor on thy &thec's knee, 
Thy welcome place of happy rest, 

My little son I mu<it be. 
Our Father from hie throue above 

Will hear us when we pray, 
And shield thee with his wmg^ o5\qs«, 

Tiiough we be &t a^waj \ 



THOUGHTS m RHYME. 



Our ship her solitary path 

PureneB along (lie ileep, 
Anil He who qnell'd the lempeit'E vrath 

Hnlh bid itie sturm-witiil elepp ; — 
The rippling of the walera lone 

ta all the Bonnd I hear — 
Tet boar bj boar thy prattling tone 

Seems whispering in mine ear. 
And Btill betbre my yearning eight 

Thou contest glud bb when 
We last beheid thy warm delight 



Tom 
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Ah t little recked'et thou, whilel they amil'd 

And klBs'd thy rosy rheek, 
Thy parents' hearts were full, dear cliild, 

Of thoughts too sad Id epeak 1 
And oh! though all Bnwatch'd by me. 

Young daughter of my hopL', 
With all the ills of injaticy 

Tby fragile frame must cope. 
The God who gave ihee, opening flower i 

Will guard thee night and day, 
And bear thee through each perilous hour 

That yet may clond thy way. 

When parting fears across me stole. 

How placid vas thy smile 1— 
Unconscions that thy mother's sonl 

Was wrung with grief the while ; 
Btlt than ahalt guide thy tiny feet 

Across their guileless track, 
And lisp in childhood's a.ccea\s sweet 

Ere she again comes bacikl 
Meanwhile with hearts of fervent Imsl 

Before Heaven's throne we bend. 
And to His care all-wise and just 

Oar abseut babes commend. 
For His blest sake who felt on earth 

What little childrCD feel, 
And died, like man of mortal birth, 

For mnu's immortal weai I 



I 
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LETTER XXI. 

View of Madeira — Caw of African Fever — Airiyal at Sierra Leoue 
Evening Bide — Burying Gronnds — UneatUed state of the House 
"Cooking" Clothes — Imptavemeuts — Flower of Sonr-sop — Fire 
Moiinl Oriel — Burning Trees — Colonial Superetiliona — Cocoa-Nats 
—The White Man's Gmve, 

Sierra Leone, March 30th, 1844, 
A PASSAGE of twenty -seven days from Gravesend, but only 
tvreuty-ope from the Downs, has brought iw out once laor 
Ihis moat unhealthy quarter of the globe. That day fortnight 
from our embarkation we sailed near enough to Madeira to 
cern a lightliouse, a village, and several small white buildii _ 
which, I was told, were monasteries, on the bold rugged aides of 
the barren- loo king rock, which indeed, from the point at which 
we viewed it, gave little sign of being the fertile island it: 

We had a slight squall one night whilst sailing between 
Cape de Verdea and the land, and next morning found that the 
ropes and canvas of the vessel were covered with tJie minute red 
sand the wind had brought from the Sahara. 

One forenoon, when about ninety miles north of Sierra Leone, 
the ship seemed as if surrounded by shoals, the sea having ex- 
actly the same earthy tinge it has on the Goodwin Sands. lu 
those latitudes this peculiar appearance is said to portend a calm, 
and I should suppose is caused by aniinalcula, as, on parsing 
through this coloured water, it looked thick and slimy. The 
different currents there also presented an extraordinary aspect, 
and quite new to me, as I had seen nothing of the kind iu my 
previous voyages. A broad sheet of comparatively smootlL 
water stretched out for miles in one direction ; while beyond, 
/Jie foaming waves of the sea were hemmed in, appearing Viki 
•other and wore turbulent styearo ; hounded again at a short! 
(/stance by a (iiird distinct porUoii, w\waB aurfa.te, asWioa 
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heaved, yet did not break into wreatlis of frotli. Ttie aliip was 
thus at one moment pursuing lier course through crested billows, 
aitd the next borne with a strange rocking motion over the 
Gullen swell of a strong counter-current. Inline a vast ex- 
panse of water, extending as fur as the eye can reach, formed of 
alternate rows of sluggish canals and brawling rivers, and you 
will perfectly uncierstatid the appearance that struck roe as being 
so remarkable. 

The day before we landed it was a dead calm, with a scorching 
sun and thick close atmosphere, and to us proved the longest and 

dreariest of the passage — my poor brother R suffering from 

severe iUness, which, as soon as Dr. F came od board next 

morning, after our ship dropped anchor in the harbour, he pro- 
Dounced Co be the dreaded coast-fever. This alarming cause of 
anxiety, combined with the turmoil of the first few weeks on 
shore^a turmoil, be it understood, peculiar only to a climate 
and situation like this — drove everything else out of my thoughts 

for a time ; and now M and I have each come as safely 

through a sort of second " seasoning," to which, I am told, most 
Europeans are subjected on their return to this country, however 
they might previously have become acclimated. 

We found everything looking exactly as it had done when we 
left the colony ten months before. The wide grass-grown streets 
had tlie same deserted air they always present to a new-comer ; 
and, as I walked from the landing-place to a house in town, 
appeared as unliimiliar to me as if I had never gazed down upon 
tbem from my cloud-capp'd eyrie, with much of the vague 
wonder at iheir motley groups that a stranger might be supposed 
to feel regarding London itself, during a sojourn of two years in 
the cupola of St. Paul's, were that celebrated pile some hundreds 
of feet higher than it is. 

It was late ere we mounted our horses, and lefl Freetown for 
our own residence ; and the great lone hills, over which the 
shadows of evening were rapidly falling, looked as if they would 
fain repulse, by their frowning and desolate aspect, all wanderers 
from another laud, who thus dared to invade these dreary soli- 
tudes. But upon turning on to the mountain road, the darkness 
of night had shrouded every surrounding o\>ieaV-, Mvi'dntVo-sX-vo.^ 
H|d moaning of the wind throttg\i l\ie ^iia.\vc)ne& ol "Cna tjaSsos- «w 
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masses of waving bush added to tbe melancholy of our silent 
ami weary ride. Even tbe very air, alive with the shrill 
sound of myriada of insects, seemed to laugh in exultation at its 
own deadly influence : and wliile I remembered with gratitude 
that my cliiJdren were safe under tiie genial allies of our native 
country, I did not forget those parents whose young son was now 
undergoing the climate's sure ordeal, to rally in God's good 
time, or add another to the countless numbers whose early graves 
crowd the burying-grounds of Sierra Leone. 

And here let me quale a remark of the settler-nurse who 

atteuded K . On looking at the view from our windows, 

afler saying it was all very fine, suddenly some new object seemed 
to arrest her attention, and her whole features br^htening iuta 
animation, she exclaimed, pointing to the cemetery at the foot 
of our hill, "Ah! you can see funeral when one go! — how 
nice ! And 't other burying-ground, too — how very nice and 
beautiful ! " 

Now, though there are, iu more loveable lands than tliis, many 
and many a green and shaded churchyard, whose tranquil still- 
ness and beautifully secluded situation migiit well give rise to 
the pas-iing wish that some one of these might be our own last 
resting-place — the spots appropriated lo such a purpose in Free- 
town have something more forlorn about them than I can either 
account for or describe. They are, in the first place — as is usual 
iu all warm climates — very properly, situations chosen at a dis- 
tance from church and street alike. The original one — a square 
enclosure, upon a rising ground at tiiis end of the long formal 
avenues of houses leading down to the harbour — is marked by ita 
gravestones being more widely scattered, and also of a more 
venerable appearance than those of the other ; but with the 
exception of one or two trees at a solitary corner, its old gr^ 
walls surround but a bare and shadeleas spot ; although it is kept 
in tolerable order by the Nova Seotians, almost the ouly persona 
who reserve to themselves a right of interment tliere ; and who, 
in their strong and »tcred re^rd to this burial-place of their 

people, evince feelings that, however condemned as preju- 
dices, I cannot help liking, from their general accordance with. 
those of both paCriciaM and peasant of ISrilain. The larger and 

'ecenUy-fonned cemetery ViesbeXvieen OM\i^\^^ixW\.iitt 
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which the Barracks staiid, and from this point of view has a 
striking-ly wild and neglected appearance, although many of its 
freshly -plastered and white-washed tombs have something revolt- 
ingly bright and glaring about them, thickly clustered together 
as they are in one quarter, and half hid by tall grass and low 
dense biisli ; the remaining portion of the ground being a com- 
plete jungle of matted underwood. It is fin<t enclosed by a 
mouldering stone-wall, and then neatly enough fenced by a lime- 
hedge, which enlarges it by taking in four angular corners; 
and encompassed beyond that again by the wattled huts of the 
Liberated Africans. But (except a locust-tree of moderate size, 
whose feathery branches, with their pendent crimson blossoms, 
droop over one or two of the graves) it eontaina not even 
shrubs capable of giving it a picturesque effect — or, wJiat is of 
far more consequence in a climate where exposure to heat or wet 
proves so often Jiital, of alfording a screen from either sun or 
rain lo those in attendance at the rites of sepulture. Monuments 
have been erected to the memory of public individuals who have 
perislied in the colony, as well as testimonials presented to those 
spared to leave its fatal coast ; but as the most graceful way of 
showing our esteem for the dead is by associating his remembrance 
with some essential benefit conferred on the living, I liave some- 
times wondered that aplaiu edifice — ^a mere roof, supported by light 
pillars, Las never been raised as one of these monuments — lo 
shelter aiike from the glare of tropic noon and the fury of tropic 
storm — the clergyman who reads and the assembly who listen, 
on a foreign and deadly shore, to the touchingly sublime and 
consolatory burial-service of the church of our country and 
fathers,* 

The interior of the house looked strange the evening we ar- 
rived, yet everything was exactly as we had put it on going 

away ; several of poor little R 'a coujitry toys were found 

where he had left them. Until some of our ehesU that had 
been left for security with a iriend in town could be got up and 
opened, we had to borrow some horrid (in knives and forks 

" The white resiaents are so few Ibat a Einal! hnildine might be EuiBeient, 
g, for the use of the ■ 
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from Petah. For a considerable period after landing we were 
fiir from being' settled. The front piazza — resembling more the 
hold of a ship than any place else — was full of packages, chests 
of drawers, and trunks — one apartment beings completely emptied 
of all superfluous furniture, to give more air to our couTalesceot 
fever-patient. In the midst of this confusion dire, in walked 

Mr. X one afternoon, and in laudable compassion for the 

" buali " state of my salon, sat down on a deal box in preference 
to a chair, joining in our laugh at the strange drawing-room 
ornamenls of hammers, pincers, and other unpacking tools that 
were scattered about. And such was the apartment in which I 
received all visitors for a time. Many of our quondam black 
servants and dependants came up with their " good mornings " 

to liltte R , and seemed quite disappointed that he has not 

returned to his native country wilji us. 

All manner of care had been taken of the house by its tem- 
porary inmates; but I was speedily reminded of the difficulty 
encountered in preserving anything here, by finding a large 
cushion that was sent out to be sunned brought back in a very 
short space of time witli part of its covering completely eaten 
through by bug-a-bugs, who at the same time had left traces of 
their earthen galleries over the whole of its surface. Cock- 
roaches and ants seem to have multiplied during our absence; 
but Sarah proves, by tlie active manner in which slie sets herself 

^^^ to the operations of sweeping, dusting, and scrubbing, that she 

^^K has profited by the example of tidy English servants. 

^^H It'is quite edifying to see her newly-acquired importance; 

^^V and, indeed, I find her a valuable treasure, compared with the 
rest of her countrypeople in our domestic establisliment. Not 
but that her zeal to show off the many things slie has leamt ia 
"while man's country" is somelimes carried to a ludicrous 

I excess. One day I saw iter busily engaged under the sliade of 
the orange-trees, having in one hand a large wooden spoon, with 
which she kept stirring and shaking up the myslerious-looking 
contents of a huge saucepan held in the other. On beckoning: 
her from the window, and inquiring what siie was about, she 
came running up -stairs, and with a countenance beaming ■with 
self-aaf is faction gravely informed me tliat she had just been 
'cooking her pinafores !" and was oJoom\. \» s-jxeaA ^Xl'^m. ii\iit 
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to dry, having observed the manner in which washerwomen 
" coolteil " and bleached clothes in England ; and, uncovering 
the saucepan at tlie same time, showed me her once briglit blue 
gingham pinafores, now scarcely distinguishable from those of 
brown Holland, with which they were indiscriminately mingled, 
in boiling soap-suds ! 

Servants are rather scarce in the colony just now, owing to the 
great demand for free emigrants in the West Indies. We have 
fortunately got back several of tliose who were with us before ; 
and besides the unusual circumstance of a young Liberated 
Airican damsel, whose apprenticeship in a n^ro family is just 
out, offering herself as a handmaiden ; one of those identical 
little girls whose idleness and dulness used to annoy me so much 
when I yirst attempted to make house and nurse maids of this 
country's sable daughters, apfieared up here a few days after 
our arrival, in the shape of a tall portly figure, with kerchiefed 
head, shining silver rings, and coral necklace, saying she wished 
to come back again in the capacity of needlewoman. 

Since coming out this time I am glad to find bread is wonder- 
fiilly improved in quality to what it was before. We can get 
really very good rolls from at least one baker — a Spanish or 
Portuguese negro who has set up in business here. Apropos of 
improvements, I formerly saw several numbers of a newspaper 
conducted enlirely by the people (who are all black or coloured) 
of the settlement of Monrovia, which publication, although bear- 
ing the sounding title of ' Africa's Luminary,' contained at that 
time little besides articles of original composition, suited only 
to a very low intellectual standard, or quite ridiculous from their 
inflated style. But a recent number of the same newspaper, now 
published under the more appropriate name of the ' Liberia 
Herald,' has actually in its columns, amongst some other very 
well-chosen extracts, lliat admirable essay upon Secrecy written 

by Lord 's secretary, the appreciation of which, in my 

opinion, speaks much for the advancement in mental taste of tho 
Liberians. 

We have had damp hazy weatlier, wilh strong sea-breezes, 
ever since our arrival, varied latterly by an occasional b.flB.T^ 

Ihower. It is at limes, however, vct^ Vol \v\ifte&, "Caft 'fc'«- 
iBler being 38° in the shade, Uiough aX oWe^?, so \w« iia'V'^ • 
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The maDgo-trees are ladeii with young- fruit — i 
covered with its splendid blof^soms ; and I have just observed I 
tiut^rsl time that of the sour-sop, more like an ornament Si '" 
cut out in wood thao a flower. Three sepals — in thickness s 
general appearance reBembliog the rind of a lemon — open Ukttj 
the outer husk of the beech-uut, and show three scarce!]' finoti 
petals, that form a cup about the size of a walnut, enclosii^ % 
single round and hard green button. 

The ruined house still stands on Mount Oriel, although 
seems there was one terrific tornado in June lust, during whiej 
the church-spire was struck by lightning, and all the coloid 
thrown into a state of consternation by the almost unparalle) ' 
violence of the thunder-storm. 

This is the season of bush-burnings; and though you migM 
suppose that I was now accustomed to the sight, it is o 
still attracts me to the windows. There is something — especial 
if it be in the evening — so inconceivably wild and romantii 
appearance of fires all over the fiice of the country so far aa tbi 
eye can reach, from the dull and sullen glaves that redden the 
atmosphere at irregular distances throughout the whole extent 
of the liullom shore lo the blazing beacons on the far range of 
hills towards Wilberforce and the signal station. But these in 
our immediate vicinity have a still more striking aspect. Tbi^ 
sight of Mount Oriel and the hill above it, on fire the other da^ 
recalled to my mind some of Cooper's animated and faithful 
descriptions. Tlie Guinea grass, like that of the prairies, burns 
with tremendous rapidity, roaring and crackling with a noise 
that can be heard at a distance of several miles. As I stood ^ 
the open end wiudow of the piazza late at night, and \o6kt 
across the ravine guarded by the young and vigorous " busll 
beyond ; which, though scorched on the outskirts, had yet | 
pelled the flames from penetrating far into its fiesh green depli 
thesesilentanduntenaiited mountain-sides were covered with thq 
sands of glimmering lights, that rivalled in numbers and brig! 
ness those of Freetown and its busy environs ; so that out of t 
burning remnants of venerable trees and stumps that look so dre* 
and ugly by day, imagination created the cheerfully lit-up cat 
meats of a city that gat queen-Vike on \iei ■p\oud s.tMl lofty hilh, 
■A.nother evening that the " bush" on \,Va ftttiweiuaa iCwnq 
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had been set od fire, suddenly (although by what means I cannot 
e:<p]ain, unless the strong sea-breeze had wafted a brand there) 
flames ascended out of the lop of a tall and time-worn tree as 
from a chimney, and it continued to burn for days, sending i(s 
BcintiUating showers in all directions— myriads of sparks, with 
the aspect of sky-rockets, being thrown up in the air, felling, 1 
am sure, half a mile from the tree iiself, to the extreme danger 
of the tarred shingles composing the roof of this house. During 
the broad light of day, sometimes, nothing save a [ighf-grey 
smoke is seen issuing from a smouldering tree, but at night a 
" fiery-tresaed star" appears, gleaming low and redly in the 
darkened sky, and which has more than once startled me, until 
remembering tjiat one of these lofty and hollow relies of the 
forest stood in that direction, and was thus slowly and surely 
consuming away. 

But one afternoon the smoke and flame toget!ier seemed leading 
down into the very choicest of our " bush," from a part of the 
farm that a man had been permitted to clear and plant, and all 
our people were despatched to attempt putting it out, I was 

glad to be able to accompany M , by means of a new and 

delightful path that he has had cut tlirough a mass of dark siiady 
trees ; and then, clambering up the steep front of the hill, we 
came upon the scene. , 

The ground was one heap of hot ashes, amongst which numer- 
ous stumps, each several feet high, were burning like so many 
stoves, whibt the prostrate trunks of several trees of magnificent 
dimensions were being devoured in the same maimer by the swift 
fliLmes. It was not, however, to save these that any etfort was 
made, but to cut off the fire so as to prevent it rushing into the 
undulating sea of foliage through which we had just passed ; and 
that being full of dried leaves, decayed branches, and withered 
grass, must liave been, although not totally destroyed, at least 
distigured, and also rendered useless as a shelter to this walk, 
which is ever cool and pleasant at tiie hottest hour of the day. 

Green boughs and ashes were therefore put in instant requisi- 
tion — the few pailfiils of water were soon spent — but a heap of 
exhausted embers thrown uix>n a burning stump had a wondwrfwV 
; in smothering its fire, while \ea.?5 \iTa.Tvti\ves, m -Cfte Va.\i.<». ^,"1 
uF the people who did not teat iW \\wi,t vMV:\'sa-a ^rt^s-w^ 
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tlie pn^ress of ihe flames, though it was quite impossible to 
extinguish them. It was, however, mainly owing to the wind, 
whicli had been blowing almost a gale, gradually lulling, that 
before it grew quite dark all apprehension of danger was removed. 
Meanwhile I liad wandered onwards amongst the loose and 
thickly-scattered stones, stumps, and huge branches, occasionally 
coming upon a patch of burning brushwood, or startling still 
more by the sound of my footsteps the few melancholy birds 
that hovered around the place, where many of their nests and 
half-fledged broods had no doubt shared the fate of the shrubs 
and graas that sheltered ihem. Thick and tangled " bush," out 
of which rose a few high and hoary trees overshadowing the 
spot where I stood, bounded the view on one side. On the other 
Mount Oriol, black from its recent burning, was softened by the 
tranquil river, against whose glassy surface, instead of the sky, 
the ruined house and trees now seemed to rest ; and further 
still stretched the indistinct outline of a wide range of opposite 
coast. The higher hill above the " Mount," divided by another 
deep yawning fissure, with its thread-like stream and Iringe of 
verdure, from the third and yet more lofty and bleak-looking 
hill, completed the picture in that direction; while in front 1 
saw the bare rounded top of Leicester Mountain, relieved in its 
turn by the pyramidal crest of the darkly-wooded and more dis- 
tant Sugar-Loaf. 

There was something dreary in the prospect: broad tracts 
of apparently not unfertile land, where the few attempts at cul- 
ture showed themselves alone in the surrounding desolation by 
fire and hatchet j within sight was no domestic animal, nor yet 
human being, save the party engaged at the burning trees ; 
while besides the ruined house and our own — upon both of which, 
on turning round, I looked far, fj.r down — I could distinguish no 
habitation of any kind, except a great conical ant-heap that ri- 
valled in size most of the watch-huts I had ever seen. But on 
ascending still higher, and taking another retrospective glance, 
Freetown itself, the vessels in the harbour, and the horizon of 
beyond, became visible over the roof of our house and the 
' our loftiest trees — presenting in its quiet valley-like fea. 
more incongruous aspect, com^Ted with the immediate 
vierj- around, than it is possM* lo desci'iie-. \Qi«sA.ii\is qmv 
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cottage and grounds, whii^h ate certainly lonely, wild, and rustic 
enough, looked quite cheerful, cultivated, and artificial, from the 
position where I stood, and which I had never reached before, 
owiug to the absence of a suitable path, 

I never saw a cocoa-nut tree so richly laden as the young one 
at the back of the house has been this season : there were one 
hundred nuts gathered off it a few days ago, and there still remain 
several bunches not quite ripe. 

A friend who possesses a pretty farm happened to call lately, 
and, seeing a basket-full of the beautiful cocoa-nuts, wished to 
have them to plant. Meaning to plant several ourselves, I sup- 
pose we did not feel so generously disposed as usual, and men- 
tioned our intention of having a cocoa-nut nursery on our own 

farm. Mr. then asked me if I had never heard that when 

a white person plants a cocoa-nut at Sierra Leone he dies rshorily 
afterwards ; and seemed surprised I did not know of the supersti- 
tion. "We all laughed a great deal, and insisted that this was 
merely said to ensure his getting all the cocoa-ituts to himself. 
But in spite of our raillery on the subject— since it is really a 
Sierra Leone "freet," as they say iu Scotland — I confess this 
conversation rather damped my zeal for plan ting cocoa-nuts ; not 
because it could in any way have an influence over our living or 
dying, but simply because were we to die soon afterwards the 
event would assuredly be attributed to the planting of the cocoa- 
nuts ! Another standard superstition among the Europeans here 
is that if one, who may even as yet have escaped so well that all 
im^ne him to be c1iniate-proof, set about building a house in 
the colony, he will never live to inhabit it. I presume this arises 
from there having been scarcely an instance, so far as I^can 
learn, of a wliite man ever living to take up his abode in the 
dwelling he had erected here ; at least if any one has done so, it 
was but for a very limited period. So setting all superstitious 
ideas aside as arrant nonsense, this is nothing but a simple proof 
that tlie climate is a very fatal one. 

We brought out, amongst other books, that on this colony 
entitled 'The White Man's Grave.' It is remarkably well 
written ; and I recommend it to yon, as giving a. ^ft»!L i«^ sS- 
'nformaliou about (he place, lla c\\\e¥ ^aviXV \* \'Bat '«■ tw^"** 
rerytUiiig too couleur de rose— OieTijitig e\eu vVe e:s.\.\w»s^ -ro^i-- 
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^^^P lubrity of the climate. I believe its author was here ouly for a 
^^H few weeks; and no one until afWr a longer residence can admit 
^^H that this lovely land is the unhealthy epot it really is. Within 
^^H late years it has no doubt become less destructive to Europeans i 
^^H but still I have myself watclied the funerals of loo many fever- 
^^H victims out of the narrow circle of white residents, to allow that, 
^^V humanly speaking, the chances for life are here in peopli 

&vour the same as in England: on the contrary, I quite coincide 
with Chamier when he writes — " It is needless to say one word 
about the climate of the coast of Afiica ; we have been taught 
regard it as the worst under the sun, and certainly 1, for one, 
m not going to gainsay it." ' 

* See ' Li& of a Sailor.' 
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LETTER XXII. 

The Zigzag — MoQutaiQ Paths — Villngo of Leicester ^ Elephmta — 

»A Leopard — Orange Grove — Clinuitt Hi Dderac ces lo Excursions — 
Story of the Kobloo War — Mandingo Merchant — Leather Pouches 
— Marmalade- making —Illness of a Pony — First Vessel from Home 
linoe the V— — " Agouchee " — Water Melon — Storm Curtains. 

Api-il 30th. 
The delightful path through the btiah, that led me to the burning 
Bcene of which I wrote to you, has been carried up the face of 
that Hteep liill, by a line whose innumerable turnings, necessary 
to render the ascent at all practicable, resemble nothing more 
nearly than the figure traced by a stream of forked lightning. 
This tortuous route, which enables us to give the name of the 
" Zigzag " to one of the many hills in the neighbourhood, passes 
under a group of real foreat-trees — not like your beautiful, leafy 
sycamore, elm, and beech ; uor yet like our stately pullam cotton, 
locust, and bungo trees ; but trees with weather-beaten trunks, 
fearfully high, gaunt, and bare, ere a single branch shoots out, 
and clothed with foliage, that, whilst it flings a sombre shadow oa 
a distant part of the bill side, affords no more shade to any one 
beneath than a parasol would do if you chose to carry it over- 
head on a tall pole. Then there is no semblance of life about 
these centenarian trunks, except what is lent them by the little 
grey lizards, and the red and blue cuudoos, as they dart up and 
down the bleached bark ; or perhaps we catch a passing glimpse 
of a bird we know to be a woodpecker by the luud and mono- 
tonous sound that is made by its broad bill as it scales up out of 
eight to the boughs above. Down in the hollow from this path 
there is certainly one very beautiful tree, with gracefully-droop- 
ing branches and light^reen leaves, and not with such an awe- 
inspiring height as the forest patriarchs I have just told you of. 
It is commonly called the shingle- tree, froia \t« wwA Wvc^'tise& J 

Kmake shingles here, and has reaUj a, ^ei^ -^Vt^VuTCfia^'^ ^^^^S^^^l 
e, having dense yet lightly -d'^osed {QVS.a^e. j^^^H 
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^™ My first triftl of our alpine road was upon a pony, newly im- 

ported from the Gambia, and which had never been shod until 
coining here, the sandj surface of that part of the coast generally 
rendering shoes unnecessary. Tet equally unaccustomed to any 

■ such protective auxiliaries to its untaught paces as to hilly tracks, 
or the accompaniment of a sweeping riding-dress, my steed went 
very nicely along. Except in a couple or so of cassada-fiirms 
reclaimed from the wilderness, with a more than ordinarily snug 
and neat mud domicile in their centre, I observed no change in 
the bleak and bare aspect of the near scenery from what it ap- 
peared to me three years ago; until, winding up a continued ateep 
acclivity, the path at last proceeds across a level surface, where, 
through a wide opening in the hills to our left as we ascend, the 
view is varied by a beautiful glimpse of the river, one or two of 
its peaceful-looking islands, and some of the jutting-out points of 
the opposite shore. Then in front we come in sight of Gloucestei' 
village, a scattered assemblage of huts which appear to border 

■ the road for upwards of a mile as it undulates over the hills. 
Leicester lies towards the right, up at the very foot of the moun- 
tain 80 named, and, turning into a broad and beaten track, fenced 
by low copsewood and lall grass, we soon entered the little village. 
The path, crossed here by a brook, or rather watercourse, runs in 
some places over the bare rock, and is edged by structures in the 
usual style of negro -architecture : square cabins of basket-work 
^H covered over with red mud, thatched with grass or bamboo, and 
^H placed within small enclosures, laid out with yams, ginger, at 
^V coco, and formed by rude fences of sticks hid by iusuriant toma- 
toes, capsicums, and other edible plants, shaded in their turn by 
the formal pawpaw and gracefiil banana and plantain trees. 
Here and there appear a few frame cottages raised on foundations 
11!^^ of rough masonry, and adorned by the wild cucumber climbing 
^^K over the thaich ; and about the centre of the street stands a neat 
^^^B white church, that serves also as school-house. I at first used 
^^V to fancy that, independently of its wild and solitary situation, 
^^F this village looked wofully deserted ; but custom has reconciled 
^^■.. me to its appearance, I suppose, for my visits now do not give 
^^P tAe game impression of dreariness and neglect. When it was all 
^1 &reft in the neighbourhood it must \wiNe ^leca a. \rteU^ 
r though then, I believe, a fevourite aboie <i^ a^'ift. 
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About twenty years ago an elepLant made its apiiearaiice iu 
Leicester, and wlien the people pursued it with guns it turned 
rnund and gored one man, while ali the others fled in terror. 
Next year anotlier " huge earth-nhaking beast," followed by a 
young one, was discovered near Gloucester, and both were ruth- 
lessly killed. In those tunes a leopard used to visit Leicester 
every day, and the inhabitants always ran and shut themselves 
up in their huts, until the unwelcome gueat thought proper to 

Although thus romantically situated on the veiy shoulder of a 
fine mountain, the only real beauty of Leicester consists in a 
magnificent orange-giove surrounding the spot where an hospital 
for the troops once stood. Everything in the shape of building 
falls rapidly into decay in this climate, if not constantly kept 
in reiiair, and trees seem universally doomed to disappear from 
the faceof the landscape by dint of ajteand Are, so that a relic of 
the art or taste of man is rare indeed : however, the haughty hills 
remain in their primeval formation ; and these stately orange- 
trees, the finest of the kind I ever saw, liaviiig a peculiarly vener- 
able stamp in their height and leafiness, contribute to tiirow an 
imposing air over the otherwise insignificant hamlet, that seems 
to claim for it the merit, amidst all its loneliness, of nut being a 
mere mass of rude sheds raised by a semi-barbarous people, but a 
place associated with the early annals of the colony's civilizatioti. 
I wish the climate were such as to admit of my esploring every 
place I have a mind to see, instead of limiting me to rides so 
short tliat you would hardly think it worth while to have your 
liorse saddled for them in England. I should like to ascend the 
Sugar-Loaf — to go up the river as far as the village of Waterloo, 
famous for its pretiy grass- woven mats and bags — I should delight 
in climbing the for signal-hill^I have even a fancy to visit the 
scene of the Kobloo war, of which colonial historical event I must 
tell you. 

Our tropic peninsula is bounded inland to the south-west by 
a morass or swamp of mangroves, which is only passable at high 
tides, the Bunce river having an iuiet to this shallow lagoon. 
Several years ago a party of runaway liberated Africans toot 
refuge on the borders of this swamp, axiA ^OTwei a wW\«m.w*. 
'.ed Kobloo, Here they set ll\e law al ifc^asiiift, a-'^ ^ ^^^^"^ 
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■allied ont ami robbed plantations attached to some of the vil* 
lages. The Governor of the colony, on hearing- of these doings, 
despatched a body of two hundred volunteers to seize the delin- 
quents and bring them to justice. The warlike body marcbed 
on very valiantly till near their destination, when, coming to a 
stockade erected by the enemy, the brave volunteers in the van, 
astonished at finding themselves resolutely opposed, turned and 
fled 1 This sudden running away threw the rear into confuaion ; 
several were killed, and others drowned or suffocated in the 
morass. On the remainder returning to the seat of the colonial 
governmenl, a party of regular soldiers was sent against Kobloo; 
but on reaching the spot they found it almost deserted. Tbey 
succeeded in taking one or two only of the offenders, numbers of 
whom were, however, drowned in the swamp, or starved to death 

I in the woods, whither they had fled for security on approach of 
the troops. The village itself was neatly laid out, and had pro- 
bably been founded on the site of some old English or Portu- 
guese slave-fectory, as there were regular rows of fine orange- 
trees down the centre and at the sides of the street ; and other- 
wise the spot bore marks of former occupation by people more 
enlightened than these runaway negroes. There was itiuclt 
discussion as fo whether Kobloo was wirhin the bounds of the 
colony or not, and consequently of the right of the local autho- 
rities to try parties for tiie murder of British subjects not upon 
British territory ; and at last it was decided that Kobloo was 
without the colony's jurisdiction, and therefore no cognizance 
could be taken of the matter. 

AMandiiigo merchant late] j brought for sale a country saddle, 

I bridle, and several whips. The saddle was very flat, with a high 
piece of wood both at back and front, covered with sheepskin 
dyed crimson. On the seat a square piece of eniijossed leather 
was stretched tight, and fastened with a round and hard khobby 
button at each corner. There were straps for stirrups ; but tiotw 
appended. Except as a ponderous curiosity it could, 1 shonid' 
think, l>e of no use ; and I was content to obtain the bridle and 
whips only. The bridle-reina are made of crimson leather, 
platted like the thong of a whip, and instead of straps and 
buckles to feslen round tUe horae'a head there are loops and 
tultoiis. The whip-hantlks are o? VnoU-j ■wwA, Vvk ^a\uik 
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leather sewed rather roughly over them, and platted t 
laahea. Having shown the man luy little riding-wbip, he pro- 
inbed to make one according to the same pattern ; and did return 
shortly afterwards with some very good imitations formed of 
brilliantly dyed leather plaited over bamboo instead of whale- 
bone. Not having enough of dollars, we made up the sum 
required for the purchase in English money, which the wily 
Mandingo pretended not to "savey" at all, nor would indeed 
receive, until we had called one of the workpeople, also a Ma- 
hometan, who assured his fellow-disciple that English ahillings 
were " good money ,^good past Spanish or American dollar." 

This old Mandingo merchant has quite a Jewish cast of coun- 
tenajice, with a cunning rather than intelligent expression in the 
keen restless eye and compressed lip ; and except in his swarthy 
complexion iiaa no feature resembling a negru. Encouraged by 
getting his goods disposed of, he comes back occasionally with 
others — such as powder-horns, roughly bound with rows of brass, 
and what appears like thin slieet lead, though gravely declared 
to be solid silver ; cloth caps, richly embroidered in silk of all 
colours, and really done with great neatness ; coarse sandals ; 
curious-looking leather bags ; and huge wooden bowls, cut out 
of the trunk of some enormously-sized tree, almost as well as if 
done by a turning-lathe. One of the pouches struck me as being 
very ingeniously contrived. It was shaped somewhat like those 
morocco or Bussia leather reticules, with chains and clasps, 
that once were fashionable, though long since out of date — only 
that this had flaps the same as those of a saddle, which had to be 
lifled up ere you could put your hand into the deep puckets 
forming the bag itself, A solid and heavy tassel, covered witii 
narrow strips of coloured leather, neatly interwoven into alter- 
nate squares of red and black, hung from the bottom ; whilst the 
handle was fastened by strong loops at each end to a large round 
button, finished ofl'in the same manner. Several smaller purses, 
drawn close by thongs, had the leather cut into chequered or 
vandyked patterns, and were ornamented by thick fringes. These 
pouches are made, 1 believe, for the warlike service of carrying 
siiot. It is a sort of workmanship in which the Mandingoes 
excel, and I have seen several knife or cuAasa waWw-iia \o»&'e 
■F the same stained leather. The process ot Wnmii^ 'la ^uAs^wifA 
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by rukbiog tKe skins in water in wiiicii the bark of the 

)ias been steeped, Euid bolli the red and black dye are ob-- 
atined from an infiieioD of different barks. 

I have been making marmalade ! The other day M- 
pas^ng some orange-trees laden with large fine fruit on a wild 
hill at a spot that had once been cultivated ; and he asked the 
man who now farms the place, and who was bii$y in hie caasada- 
field, why he did not t^e them to market. He replied, " Oh I 
loassa, because them bad loo much — them sour, 
examined one, and, fiadiitg that they were Seville oranges, bar- 
gained with their owner to bring me a basketful; which he 
did, evidently laughing at white people's ignorance in bu)-ing 
oranges that were '^bad too much." But the marmalade they 
have yielded is excellent, quite different in appeatauce and 
flavour from that I have tasted here, made of the thin rind of 
the sweet orange. I am told that in Brazil the kernel of the 
cocoa-nut is prepared in the same manner, and makes a very 
good preserve. 

My pony was ill some days since, and would eat nothing. In 
vuD the ynung blades of the Guinea grass were carefully 
gathered and offered to it, — in vain it was coaxed to taste the 
fresh plan tain -stalk and sugar-cane that horses usually esteem 
as good food here. It was in fair danger of dying for want of 
nourisltment, when I bethought me of our hoarded little store of 
oatmeal tliat we had brought out with us, and, none of the blacks 
understanding how to make gruel, I set to work and prepared 
for the poor animal, of which new delicacy it seemed 
greatly to approve ; and every day after being put upon this 
strange diet, it got better and better mitil it is now able to re- 
its accustomed food, and show its gratitude by carrying me 
the rugged mountain-paths as fleetly and steadily as ever. 
May &th. — A small brigantitie arrived yesterday with a few 
home letters — the first mail from England since the vessel by 
■ ■ ■ we came out three months ago. It is a long period to 
for news of our dear and distant ones. II. M. sloops 

and S arrived last month ; but it is a tare thing toj 

■of-war to bring a mail. I heartily wish the Admiralty 
d allow them to do so.* 

fs are no»-takeu to the coion^ eierj iDQQfli\i3 '^,1^. j 
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STORM-CURTAINS. 



I saw lately a patch of ground planted with a particular sort 
of small yellow gourd, of which the negroes are very fond. They 
dry the seeds of it and pound them into a powder called "agou- 
ehee," which they use in 60ups, &c. It has a pretty yellow 
flower and light green leaf, Pompions and cucumbers grow 
plentifully here, and the water-melon is cultivated ; but though 
beautiful to looic at with its pinked-tiuged icy pulp, I think it 
by DO means a safe fruit for Europeans to eat in this climate. 
Tornadoes have begun some time since. The wind from the sea 
beats so furiously at one end, and that from the land at the other 
end, of our front piazza, that we have fixed iron rods across, 
several feet from each end window, and hung up storm -curtains, 
which can be drawn backwards and forwards as the weather de- 
mands. We brought out common holland sun-blinds, which 
are quite an improvement, even in appearance, as the windows 
in this part of the world look so odd and staring for want of a 
recess at that part of the thin wooden walb where they are 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Ague — The " Bains " — Bflobabg ~- Village Church and Congregalion — 
Melancholy Loss of a Boat — A Morning Wallt — Early Markel-goer 
— Gnidaal Distaste of Europeans for African Vegetables — D(^ -• 
Unfrequency of Communicatiou with England n great pnTalion. 

June 26th. 
Agde is the order of the day with us all here — a tiresome com' 
plaint! yet one of which seasoned Europeans think nothing, ai 
during its sway we seldom dream of sending for medkat advica. 
However, it and the "rains" together keep me rather a clostf 
prisoner in the liouse at present. You have often heard of the; 
baobab,* or celebrated sour gourd-tree of Senegal, with, i 
enormoua Inink that can be hollowed out into chambers? I httva 
lately seen ita singular-looking flower. It hangs from i 
thick and strong footstalk about a quarter of a yard in length 
The calyx is of a texture resembling plush, pale green outsiijc 
and cream-colour within. It has a very disagreeable perfun 
This tree is commonly called the monkey-bread ; but whethei 
from its fruit being eaten by ibese animals, or because when haog^ 
ing from the bougtis il somewhat reminds one of a young monkq 
suspended by its tail, I canuot tell. It is an oval-shaped sort o 
nut, twice as lar^e as the most gigantic apple or pear which evei 
grew, with the outside of the brittle shell covered with a rough 
substance like the nap of coarse woollen clotlt. On breaking 
the husk, we find the seeds encased in a white feriua of a plea 
sant acid taste, each layer of which is preserved by strong 
woody fibres. The fruit is ripe about April, when 'the in^dfl 
b quite dry and mealy ; and in this state it is not only good U 
eat raw, but the natives of the couutry around the Gambit 
make of it a cooling and uourishing fever-food they call ti 
' baobab grows abundantly there, and small vessels sometimel 
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come here from the Gambia, partly laden with its larina, which 
is eagerly bought up by the Joliffes of Freetown. 

We have one young specimen growing under the western 
parapet, and which I ofleii find stripped of its beautiful green 
leaves by our servanta, who use them in their soup as a. vegetable 
possessing the gelatinous property of the okta. The leaf is very 
like that of the pullam cotton-tree. The baobabs, from wiiich I 
have obtained both flowers and fruit, stand on Mount Oriel, and, 
except in the richness and hue of their foliage, or when covered 
with their ornamental blossoniH, are nut at all fine objects — 
trunk and branches alike being in their massive thickness quite 
out of proportion to the height of the tree. After a short reign 
of tJie harmattan tlie leaves fell oft', and it is then that the un- 
gainly form of tiie stem and boughs strikes the eye as a frame- 
work made to stand riveted to tlie ground during the storm and 
tempest of succeeding centuries. It is said this tree attracts 
lightiung, fur wtiich reason the negroes do not allow it to remain 
near their dwellings. The dimensions of the trunks of the 
baobabs growing in tlie colony by no means convey any idea of 
the great size they are said to attain in the Senegal. 

Thanks to the Zigzag road, I was able one day ere the 
setting in of the wet season to ride to church at Gloucester. It 
was a gloomy but cool morning ; and at ten o'clock we mounted 
our horses, proceeded leisurely through our own shady busli- 
paths, ascended tlie Zigzag, turned into the Queen's highway, 
and in due time entered tlie vUlage. The huts there are almost 
all built on an elevation at each end of the winding road, which 
is carried over two ravines, both forming beds for noisy moun- 
tain brooks, crossed by rude bridges made of planks. The 
descent into these dells and ascent out of them are equally steep 
and sudden, requiring a sure'footed steed. 

The village is entirely composed of embowered negro-dwell- 
ings, with the exception of two houses buiit of stone, with 
painted wooden verandahs ; one formerly the Liberated African 
Department of the parish, the other the clergyman's abode. 
The church is a neat building, and would be thought unpretend- 
ing and plain even to meanness at home ; but here, amongst Wt 
1 hatched huts, it looks very conspicuoxis, -Biftx \\s Aa.tt ^\\\^«i 
5 Jai^ windows, and nicely wli\tewas\ieA alowa ■«aSia.. "^^ 
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pajwed a jret Hinaller atJ<I more humble-looking place of wonAip 
— the meeting-house uf the Weslejan Methodists ; and iheD, 
climbiti); the hill, at last reached the open dour of the ebnrch. 

A ivapeelDbly-dreftted blacL man, who seemed b; his ^rb and 
demeanour lo be an official, pointed out the seat ta which va 
WHK lu go : and a» we walked up the narrow passage, I noticed 
many of the women had infants strapped upon thar backs. 
Ktimeof the Utile things could not have been above a fewmontiis 
old : and yet there the molhere knelt, quietly and attentively, 
only, as the children became restless, lulling them again l^a 
BJiaking movement of the body. The men sat on benches in one 
part of the building, the women at another ; the tchoolbOTS 
occupied a small gallery ; whilst round the rails of the altar, at 
one Hide uf which in the clergyman's pew (aad the only one the 
church contains) we rat, were ranged children, many of tbeia 
evidently not more than two or three years old, and eren tbey 
conducted themBelves with grave decorum. But, indeed, a black 
beadle, armed with a long wand, kept strict watch over themj 
going round to all who showed the slightest symptoms of impa-* 
tience or weariness, and giving them some pretty smart laps on 
their beads. As they sat immediately in front of us. it waa im* 
possible not to observe these infant worshippers particularly; and 
they lonked all perfectly clean and neat in their little scaatj 
frocks of blue liafl or coarse print, most of which had, howeveri 
body and sleeves of a patlem different from the skirt ; whila 
some liad the letters of the alphabet and a name careful^ 
worked en tablier, in that particular stitch known to all little 
^rU who have mastered their first sampler as " eyelet stitch." 

We had a plain and emphatic sermon, well suited to the 
capacity of its hearers ; the service was occasionally somewhat 
interrupted by the crying of the babies ; yet as, unless they loo 
be taken to church, the mothers cannot go themselves, it would 
be a great pity, for the very trifling distraction of attention this 
practice occasions, to have it altered. A strange peculiarity ta 
the people's voices caused each response to end with a loud 
hissing sound, which rendered the singing especially harsh. But 
it was very pleasing to notice that the little children were the 
£rst tn raise their young voices in the psalm or hymn ; so that 
even on this limited Clirislian. s'poA, ot a. \vea.\.\iwx \a,\A aie Wiai 
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tliose who prove the truth of these words — " Out of the mouths 
of babes and Guckliiigs thou haat perfected praise." Tlie devout 
attention which waa uanifeBted by all^ — tlieir Bober and respectful 
demeanour — their neat and suitable apparel — were alike credit- 
able to themselves and gratifying to us. What a witness they 
bear to the patient and untiring zeal of many ntissionaries, whoee 
earthly lives have formed the price at which this civilization has 
been bought ! 

We entered the elei^man's house by a long outside flight of 
steps, which had an English looli, despite the roughness of their 
structure, with the balsams, roses, and other cultivated flowers, 
that were in full bloom in pots and boxes rang;ed up one side. 
The apartment into which we were shown luxuriated in the sea- 
breeze that was wafted in ; whilst the heat of the sun was com- 
pletely curtained out at one window by the thickly-spreading 
leaves of a stately orange-tree, and partly at another by the 
graceful branches of the mango. Before the other windows rose 
a living picture — a green hill-side, studded over with the village 
huta, interspersed with foliage rich in the thousand glowing tints 
of the rainy season. The view was lovely, after the grand yet 
wil'i river and mountain scenery on which we had gazed with 
admiration during our morning's ride ; and there^vaa a Bweediesa 
and simplicity about this patcli of, as it were, more artificial 
landscape, which, notwithstanding the foreign aspect of the lowly 
dwellings with their bamboo roofii and wattled walls, reminded 
us of some rural hamlet in our own distant and civilised country. 
July 5th. — We heard this morning of a most appalling acci- 
dent having occurred yesterday, in which the colonial ciiaplain 
and four other individuals were drowned. They had gone out 

in a small boat to the G emigrant transport, and afier 

spending some time ou board were returning, when, about two 
miles from the cape, the beat was upset, and all perished, except 
two or three black men, who swara until picked up by a fishing- 
canoe. The story they give is very lamentable. It would seem 
that, owing to some mismanagement on the part of an American 
sailor who was steering, a suilden squall caught the sail, which 
unfortunately was lashed to the tiller, and the boa.t wwia.'WCi'i 
^^hipped a heavy sea. All sprang forward , iWKiowoeii i^\w^w?, 
^Hku^B"" '" the mast; when the next lureiv poutei vci wwi*"** 
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sheet of the overwhelming water, upon which Mr. clasped 

his handfi, and prayed for mercy upon them all. Others at- 
tetnpted lo prepare for their contest with the waves by throwing 
~ lome of their garments ; but no time was given, for the boat 
— which waa of the particular build called by Kailora " a death " 
— almost immediately went down. Oli ! how awful must tl: 

ors of these last moments have been 1 How awful to be the 
one minute id health aud life, the next in eternity ! One of the 
men who brought the melancholy news saya he seized a loose 
plank, which served as a seat, and several of the rest swam for s 
few minutes, but, alas ! the burthen of their clothes soon wrig;'hed 
them down, and the last was seen to sink after tlie fishing-caaoe 
hod been descried which rescued the others. Never has any 
accident excited tio painful and terrible an interest in this grave 
of Europeans before. 1 hear that some think it strange that out 
of eleven people none save blacks should have been saved 
there is nothing remarkable in this when it ia remembered tfaeit 
clothing was so different. The unfortunate men who lost their 
Uvea were all wrapped up for a storm in cloaks and blanket 
dresses, while the others wore nothing more than the usual garb 
of native boatmen. Last night the dreadful accounts 
Freetown, and literally, it may be said, " the voice of mourning 
was heard in the streets," for the tiatives raised the same wild 
wailing sound they do when any of their own people die, and 
which they call " making cry for them." Although some hours 
had elapsed from the time of the accident until the news reached 
town, at least one boat with lanterns went out to 
other had been swamped, in the hope that, if the tidings of 
the loss of all were indeetl too true, nevertheless the bodies 
might perhaps be found. But the search tias been ™iii ; 1 
they who were but yesterday as full of earthly hope aa oursel- 
can be seen no more until " the sea shall give up her dead." 

'27tk. — Just after sunrise this morning 1 accompanied M 

in a walk up the Zigzag, down the Regent-road, and home a^n 
through the more level path thai leads round by the bamboos, 
being altogether about two milea — a good stretch for this di' 
mate. But the morning was so delightfully cool during the 
elimbing part of the way, 1 did uol feel at all tired. Up< 
pat summit of the Zigiasc h\l\, v.\vic\\ wna \iftWft wsveroi -«\ft 
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tall Guinea grass, several large patciies have been cleared and 
planted with arrowroot,* the leaf of which, though more reedy- 
like, glossy, and upright, reminds roe of that of the lily of 
the vaUey. The flower is a delicate little white blossom, and a 
small field of it is altogether a pretty-looking object. I was 
greatly amused by the groups of women going to market ; and 
they seemed in the zenith of astonishment at seeing roe walking 
on the road so very early. 1 confess rather liking to receive the 
cordial honest " good-morrows " of these primitive sort of people, 
and they were not wanting aa we passed. Here one dimi- 
nutive figure of an ancient ma-amie, in blue baft petticoat and 
white country cloth round her shoulders, trotted along under 
the burthen of a huge basket of cassada ; there, another and 
younger one — with a little woolly head peeping from behind 
under the arm raised to steady the bly heaped over with balls of 
foo-foo — walked with rather a graceful step in spite of the double 
load ; while, farther on, a party of three young girls, dressed 
with much care in bright colours, and wearing strings of trans- 
parent green glass beads as a set-otf to their complexions, moved 
with a grave, slow step and erect carriage, never, even in the 
steepest and roughest part of the road, lifting their hands to 
balance the shining calabash basins or small round baskets carried 
on their heads. These baskets were filled with light commo- 
dities, such as bananas and plantains (of course I mean in small 
bunches of sis or eight broken off the parent bunch, as it is 
often between thirty and forty pounds in weight), ground-nuts, 
pineapples, and green leaves. Bronze-like elves, with no other 
garments than coarse, short, blue-cliequered shirts, sped quickly 
on, most of them with little blies of Indian corn and coco-roots; 
and we met two such coming up from town, one with a load of 
dried fish— his companion with a very large and (notwithstand- 
ing its contents) clean-looking bottle-gourd,i- fiill of palm-oil. 
Being Saturday — the chief market-day liere — numbers of men, 
sorae with rough planks, billets of firewood, bundles of fagots, 
long straight sticks for hut-posts ; others with perhaps a rude 
country table, sofa, or couple of chairs; besides many more with 
bunches of grass, baskets of yams, &c. &c., were wending thaw 
way to the grand emporium of Sierra "Leone. 
^^L • Marania arundiDacea. \ CocutWlB. VugcnM' 
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Seeing aome very fine yams in one woman's biy, I proposed to 
buy them from her, and she — -evidently delighted at getting rid 
of her merchandise so readily — very willingly agreed, and fol- 
lowed us up to the house with my purchase. But our Aku cook, 
who always makes the markets, looked, although he said nothing, 
as if by no means pleased at my having for once encroached 
upon his prerogative. 

Our small garden flourishes nicely this season, and we take the 
same interest in raising carrots, turnips, French-beans, Brussels- 
sprouts, and celery, that you do in tending your fuchsias and 
geraniums. We have some bo.xes, it is true, of lieautiful little 
rose-trees, but we have a greater number filled with pot-herbs I 
I uo longer think African ve^tables so good as I did at first, 
unless it be, perhaps, the usually despised cassada ; nor do I even 
care now for tropical fruits — always excepting oranges and (in 
their season) mangoes. I believe it is the same with most £u- 
Topeans after a residence of a few years in this country. 

A little English dug we got some mouths ago lias just died. 
These animals when brought from colder climates do not thrive 
here ; and the blacks steal them to kill and eat. But 
a comfortable reflection that, amidst all the half-wild, half-starved 
native dogs to be seen here, no instance of one being mad has 
ever been known at Sierra Leone? 

Novetnber 26th.— Oa the 23rd came in the '■ Greenh 
first vessel from England that has dropped anchor in the harr 
bour since the 19th of August. Being so many months without 
hearing from home is one of the greatest privations we have. 
Every one in the colony shared in the general anxiety for hum^ 

news. M tells me when he was here at a former period^ 

above four months have sometimes elapsed without a i 
arriving from England ! 
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^^KBoiTors of Ihe Hsrnrnttan 
^^^V made b; domestic Novi 

^^H Januiirjr S6th, 1815. 

^^|^ja£ harmattan hati blowa steadily for the last fortnight. It is 
said that it especially fevours new comers, but is rather against 
old residents. 1 auppose I are entitled to rank with the ktter 
now ; but, indeed, though it is generally extolled as being a 
healthy wind, I have never found it so. Its only good qualities 
I can discover are, that it cools the water, wine, &&, and dries 
up all damp paper : 1 have aired Ihe contents of my wriring- 
.^esk, as well as those of my wardrobe, in its parching blast ; and 
ily is of service. 
A great revolution has lately taken place in my household 
igdom. Sarah having married and gone to a house of her own, 
her place is 611ed by a recently emancipated little African girl, 
whom I got a few weeks ere Sarah lef^, that she might initiate 
the new Aku maiden into the mysteries of her novel situation. 
She appears to be about eleven years of age, has a. pleasing ex- 
pression of countenance, witli a sweet soft voice, neither of which 
o the Aku nation. She can speak no English, 
a month landed from a slave-ship, and is, as you 
ly understand, in a state of pristine barbarism. Her country 
iis Natti-baria, and I have given her the more euphonious 
Lucy Barrow, of wliich she appears very proud. On 
first coming up she was quite afraid of me, aud it seems actually 
imagined I would eat her ! a dread which wondronsly soon wore 
off, aud she is now always laughing and singing. She appears 
as if itbe would learn, though evincing her readiness of imitation 
iu rather inconvenient ways at times. For instance, she had 
been shown how to wash rice, vermicelli, &c, previous ia v<>»> 
being sent down to the cook, and 1 found otv^ eNtma^ ■Cesi.'i.'V 
called away whilst about to luake tea, XhaV eJcifc 'V'*^ ssxisA. 
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the cup and carefully soaked its contents in cold water ere I I 
went back, no doubt thinking' that, tea being so much darker 
looking, it stood in greater_need of wasiiing than the other things. 
Many laughabie mistakee occur with such novices for one's 
attendants. This reminds me of a similar anecdote. Shortly 
after a newiy liberated and clever little Nnfi boy had been added 
to our domestic establishment, we found it impossible to drink 
the tea 1 had just poured out, it tasting of nothing except salt. 
On inquiry I discovered that this boy, fancying the white powder 
used at dessert was salt (a prized rarity with the negroes of the 
interior — two small wicker hampers of it being in some plac 
the price of a wife!) — had, unnoticed by the other servants, 
emptied the saltcellars into the sugar-basin, which happened that 
day to contain pounded sugar. 

Sarah, decked in all lier bridal finery, came up to visit me- 
yesterday. She wore a chequered white muslin drese, with pre- 
posterously wide sleeves ; a red woollen petticoat shining benealil 
the muslin ; a yellow-spotted silk handkerchief for a shawl ; 
Dunstable bonnet, trimmed with white ribbons, and a coarse 
white veil over it. Two silver rings, gilt earrings and neck- 
chaiu, formed her jewellery. In one hand she held a capacious 
silk umbrella to do duly as parasol i in the other, a small coarse 
cotton pocket-handkerchief, with equally coarse cotton t _ _ 
Her hair was frizzed out in the most extraordinary fashion, and. 
actually bound round with a narrow velvet ribbon, while two 
lai^e side-combs, more for ornament than use, were stuck o 
each ear. Shoes and stockings completed the costume, of which 
its wearer seemed not a little proud, as, complaining of the heat 
of tlie stove in her old apartment, the back piazza, she went^ 
out and paraded up and down under the orange-trees with a 
of conscious dignity, attended by her sister-in-law, a plainly 
dresaed and rather nice-looking Creole (as all the children of 
liberated Africans, born after their parents' arrival in the colony, 
style themselves), who, as if fully aware of the great difference 
their respective situations, humbly followed her new relative 
at the distance of a few paces. 

Sarah's services in many ways. She had learnt to be a 
gvod needlewoman, and was aiv mvaWabla assistant e 

and makings w\i\c\i ttie ne^to s^aXftoi tA -^w^xti^ 
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renders constautly necessary. Clioosing a convenient spot upon 
which to stand in the brook, the washerwomen here, with some- 
times a baby on their backs, and another paddling at their feet 
among the crabs and minnows, either take up a portable and 
tolerably smooth stone, and apply it as if it were a pestle in a 
mortar to the piece of linen spread out on the rocky channel of 
the shallow stream ; or else, lifting with both arms the doomed 
fable-cloth, or whatever it may be, high in the air, dash it down 
repeatedly on the stones with as much force as if it were a sledge- 
hammer, and with nearly as much noise. The sound of this 
beating, or, as they call it, "pounding" of clothes, is incessant, 
and the mode of washing universal to all classes of the blacks, so 
that even the most liberal outfit, ere many months pass over, 
shows symptoms of approximating into a state of lags. Indeed, 
without the aid of machinery, our lauudresses could in an in- 
credibly short space of time reduce a good strong piece of cloth 
into the pulp you have seen at a paper-mill. The only redeem- 
ing point so ruinous a method has, is its iieing so very picturesque. 
The brook that separates Mount Oriel from this hill b a :fovourite 
resort with these good folks, who venture as high up its banks 
as they can, until awed by the murky recesses of our " bush " in 
the ravine, which their imagination peoples with snakes and 
alligators. The clear sparkling water, released from its mountain- 
hold, and bounding down with a song of glee to mingle with 
the waves of the blue estuary, refreshing the plants of many a 
humble garden-plot in its course, and shaded by the broad ever- 
green leaves of the banana and plantain, conveys the delicious 
idea of never-ceasing coolness even under this tropical sun ; 
while the busy groups of women and children, the sound of their 
merry voices, the monotonous and echoing beat of their occupa- 
tion, give a liveliness to the scene that contrasts pleasantly with 
the silence and solitude of the hills around. 
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LETTER XSV. 

Moonlight — A Toraado — Difficulty of civilizing a Barbarian — I'aiiyall 
— FIoTBr-Beeda — ABsociaiionB wiib the Names of particular Flowers — 
Gardenias — A Viiion of British Scenery. 

March asth. 

On the night of the 19th we had the Rrst tornado of the season; 
It was lovely moonlight, so that I could see the white sails of a 
vessel gleaming on tlie dark surface of the water, as far out a 
the cape ; but on looking out about eleven o'clock, a ligbt-grey 
shadowy fog seemed creeping stealthily down from Mount Oriel, 
as if to overwhelm our hill. Some moaning gusts came and 
went, and then all was obscured in the black cloud of the whirU 
wind, as with its wrathful voice it swept over us, shaking the' 
poor house unmercifully in its giant teeth. 

I told you in my last of my new attendant Natti-barn 
Lucy. After a trial of nearly two months I found the task 
of teaching her to be useful in the house, quite beyond i 
abilities. Instead of making up the beds, sweeping and dusting 
the rooms, she used either lo Jlop down upon a stuff-bottomed 
chair, and commence beating the cushion of anotlier as if it liad 
been a tom-tom, or would stand before the dressing-glass ms 
grimaces of delight at her own likeness, jumping and capering', 
there for half-hours together. To learning ihe use i 
needle Lucy preferred taking up the pens on my writing-table/ 
deluging them with ink, and scrawling all sorts of hieroglyphics 
on whatever paper or even book lay in her way. She i 
besides, as mischievously inclined to pilfer as any magpie ; there- 
fore I gave up the ambitious attempt of civilizing a barbarian, 
thankful to obtain one comparatively quite " fiuished " at school ; 
and now more than ever I think with admiration of the missionaries 
and school-teachers, who, with their good wives, have all ths 
troub/eo/roug'b-polishinglhewHM oeAive cluldren and fashion- 
them into that which, bowevei: lemoxei fcom Q\«'\ii 
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what is useful and industrious, is still strikingly superior to the 
rudeness, ignorance, and indolence of their aboriginal slale. 

Being too ill to go out myself, Mrs. waa kind enough to 

select for me a girl of eight years old from one of the village- 
schools. She is a. Sarah too ; but I shall distinguish her by her 
country name of " Fanyah," which besides is the prettiest of the 
two. She is a stout-made little thing, with particularly plain 
features, but fine large intelligent and good-tempered eyes. She 
has been three years in the colony, can read tolerably trell, eew 
neatly enough, and seems very quiet, though rather slow and 
untidy. She and the little !Nufi boy Dan are such mere children, 
that I teach both of them to work with a needle, as well as to 
read and write; and after the lamps are lighted of an evening, 
they sit down by themselves in high spirits to their lessons with 
books and slates. I like hearing their young voices sounding 
nierrily after their day's employments are over. The boy has 
quite a good idea of copying large printed letters of the alphabet, 
and shades them in with his pencil until they are black as the 
originals. 

I am making a collection of flower-seeds for you, which I 
hope to send home in a few weeks. Beautiful and curious as are 
the blossoms of many of the shrubs and plants of the " bush,'' 
people accustomed to the full, rich, double flowers of English 
gardens, detect, with few exceptions, amidst all the simplicity 
and delicacy of some, and the bright colours and rare forms of 
others here, a poverty of appearance that seems to plead the 
want of cultivation ; and so &r as my observation extends, there 
are few, if any, coloured blossoms possessing the least fragrance, 
the scented flowers being almost always white, though it by no 
means follows that all the white-petalled plants are odoriferous. 

Orange and lime blossoms are familiar to everybody. That 
of the coffee-plant does not rank tar beneath them ; but while 
the former are associated in our ideas with love, youth, and 
bridal hope, would not the vision of a West Indian planter and 
his negroes — or at least of a city shopkeeper making up brown- 
paper parcels of groceries— rise up before the mind's eye, did 
we attempt the introduction of "a wreath of co/?ee-blos3oms " 
into our sentimental ballads ? while the pretty yn's.-'w ^g&ia ftagnst 

tobacco IS doomed to neglect from tlie same (a.ia» 
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One tree bean a large creoni -coloured bell of velvety testure, 
with a long fleshy tongue exactly like an ivory ear-pendant 
hanging trum its centre. The visGoua juice by wiiich the seeds 
are surrounded is what the natives use to mark their &ces w ' 
patterns a de^ee more jetty than even their complexions, 
have heard it said that this plant was originally brought here 
from Australia ; but as it is found abundantly in the wildest 
part of the " bush," and in some instances has attained a 
aiderable height, I am inclined to think it indigenous to the 
climate.* 

We have one rare and beautilul triimpet-ahaped white flower 
I distinguish by the name of the " tree- lily." This pendulous 
blossom is eight inches long.-f 

Flowers are one of the gifts of nature for which we should bo 
gtalefui ; there is something about them so cheerful, refreehing,- 
and imiocent, as well as lovely : but though I always try to look' 
on the sunny side of things, there are times here, even in the 
dry aud comparatively safe season, that sorrow to see the Culing 
health of others, to say nothing of the weakness of my i 
frame, contrives to shroud every visible object in a gloomy huBi 
It is then that the noble land and water-scenery, with all i 
adjuncts of magnificent flowers, rare plants, brilliant-plumagett 
birds, and strange insects ; seems but a miserable and paltry coni'r 
pensation for the wearing-out anxiety and suffering caused b^ 
the climate to which they all owe their beauty ; and the rebellious 
thoughts turn away equally with the eyea from the everlasting 
tropic glare j or dwell more on the neglected, uncultivated, and 
even desolate portion of the landscape before you ; while a con- 
presents itself to your memory, that causes you to long fof 
the pinions of a bird to bear you over that blue ocean — for one 
tliankfiil gaze at the broad pastures of old England, with t 
smooth green carpet spangled with primroses, buttercups, and' 

• In the 3lBt volume of the ' Boinnicol Register" ia a. plate of another' 
Turiety ^'l this plant, nnd a description of whut I I/iinA most be the above- 
menlioni'd hell-flower, there named after Mr. Whitfield, the well-kuown 
boWnist, ■' Gardenia Whitfieldii." 

t I cannot find ont, by compnricg inj dried and noic blackened -^,. 
with the beimtifaX plates in Ihe ' Botanical Itegieter,' whether thi* hi 
Ljterroed "tree-lily" he the tbHre-de9\giiaW4 "Gfiniema Staaf 

"■"""'aDevoniBna," bttlaminciiiieatii^ieViCTeftieWSKt. 





daisies, and enlivened by herds of cattle ; the furrowed fields 
where the husbandinan is blithely ploughing or sowing; the 
white church-spires, busy homesteads, and ivy-covered cottages, 
that speak of piety and peace, content, comfort, and plenty ; 
the hedgerows of budding hawthorn, with their grassy banks 
underneath all bright with violets, cowslips, and Words north's 
" little celandine ;" the moist shady dells, with their hoards of 
wild hyacinths, wood anemones, and cuckoo-flowers, whicli you 
can stoop down and gather, unchecked alike fay tangled masses 
of riotous and fariery jungle, or the fear of snakes ; for one long 
look at the blooming heather, the broomy hollows, the iiirze- 
covered knowes of the familiar but far distant 

" Land of the moaDtain and the flood," 
with its rich and verdant lowlands, and its own especial grandeur 
of Highland scenery ! Oh ! how doubly beautiful do the cul- 
tivated fields, the wide meadows, the stately woods, the green 
lanes, the purple and golden hills, and the pure healthsome rivers 
of our own happy country appear, as they pass in clear review 
before the mind's eye, while before the bodily eye all the time 
lie stretched out the lonely sierras, the swampy plains, ihe 
i;rove-bordered creeks, and the rank vegetation of (he 
a western coast of Africa ! 
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LETTER XXTI. 

SlaTers — Contested Cases — Equipment Articles — Evasion of the Treati 
bj Slave Captains — Mixed Commission Conns — H. M. S. Cnilsera- 
Slave Trade — Names of captured Vessels. 

April 301I1, 1845. 
Vessels seized for being en^ged in the slave-trade come i 
almost daily. Sometimes they are full of their mtsemble human 
freight, and then, of courae, there is no difficulty in having them 
condemned and the negroes emancipated ; but oftener ihqi 
are merely " equipped for the traffic," being captured befor( 
they enter a slave-port, or when lying there at anchor vaiting tc 
receive slaves. In the latter case it is astonishing to find, nofc 
withstanding every palpable proof of the nature of the vesseli 
how her captain and seamen deny at their esiaminatioii that th^ 
were on a slaving expedition, not unfrequently going so Jar as tc 
employ counsel to defend their cause. They protest gainst the 
legality of the capture, more especially if the vessel be Brazilian, 
as tliey adapt the wording of our treaty with Brazil as if a 
slaver were liable to coniiscation 07th/ when seized with slaves 

Happily, however, the treaty does prohibit the subjects of tha 
empire engaging in the slave-trade in "any manner whatsoever, 
and therefore many thousands of the poor negroes have 
saved from being carried into bondage by the vessel, previous 
embarking them, being seized and condemned. 

These " contested cases," as they are called, usually prove 
both tedious and troublesome, as, even when there is not tbft 
slightest moral doubt as to the objects of tlie voy^;e on whicb 
the prize was taken, still, owing to the precautions resorted to- 
by the slave-dealers to evade the terms of the treaty by substi- 
■ other articles for those forbidden to be carried, with 
numerable other artifices, 1 believe it is no easy matter at 
L times to put forward enougb oS ^TOQi \» aini\\ tS ■iVsgi. «io!.i 
}d6m nation. 
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The articles of equipment, specified by our treaty with Spain 
as giving cause for detention of vessels sailing under the flag of 
that country, are — a slave-deck laid, or a quantity of planks 
fit to be used for that purpose ; shackles and handcuffs ; bolts or 
bars, used for securing the hatchways ; hatches with open grat- 
ings, so as to give air to the unfortunate beings confined below ; 
more divisions or bulkheads than are necessary for mercliant- 
vessels i a lai^er quantity of farina or rice, of water and water- 
casks, and of mess-kits or wi)oden bowls, than ja required for 
the crew ; also a boiler of great size. 

The slave-dealer, however, substitutes mats, or even grass 
strewn on tlie top of water-casks, for a siave-deck, or it may 
be sand or hides; little woven baskets instead of mess-kifs ; a 
great many small cooking utensils in place of the interdicted 
boiler. Then jerked beef, coarse biscuit, calavances or beans, 
yams, Indian corn, iu lai^ quantities, render those of the ob- 
jectionable farina and rice less; while often during the chase 
great part of the provisions, as well as the slave-irons and other 
suspicious articles, with sometimes Bag and papers besides, are 
thrown overboard. 

Thus there are frequently scarcely any of those equipment 
articles found on board, while again there may be others not 
specified by the treaty, and yet whose presence is enough to 
indicate the vessel's real character — such as an excessive quantity 
of firewood, many dozens of tin or wooden spoons, a lar^e brick- 
lined fireplace with a moveable top, tliat, on being lifted, 
would admit of boilers being placed over the fire ; medicines 
in eifcess ; casks of vinegar ; syphons, or long tin suckers used 
by the slaves to drink from tlie leaguers, so as to avoid the 
waste of water occasioned by their struggling and pushing 
when permitted to drink out of iron cups; wooden clappers, 
used instead of a bell to summon tlie slaves to their meals, 
and to warn them to desist when quarrelling or making a 
noise. 

Another circumstance betraying engagement in the illicit 

traffic is a crew far exceeding in number what is necessary to 

navigate the vessel as a merchant-man ; the sailors being entered, 

too, at an enormous rate of wages. Having ^wi avwvQXsA. <sa 

^■gard is also more than suspicious ; wluisl aoauyCwaes. ^iift Ka^Msa 
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of the caip>, and often its total absence, afford a clue (o tLe real I 
objects of the voyage. 

Then there is a b<iild peculiar to almost all tlic craft i 
employed in the slave-trade — a long, low, sharp hull, ivithl 
slender and sloping masts, than whicli nothing' that saUs casl 
look more graceful on the water, the effect being heightened byl 
the body of the ship being generally painted black, wl^Ust thai 
canvas is more dazzlingly white than tliat used by English vessels, 
A schooner or briganline being fitted for and carrying sweep*^— 
gigantic oars, easily worked by tlie slaves or large crew carried by 
a slaver, and which enable her to make nay during a calm or in 
Ught winds — is another outward mark tliat cannot deceive. 
Yet even when nearly all these proofs exist, the ingenuity, 
or rather the eflrontery, of tlte slave-captain appears in th 
excuses he puts forth in his own evidence. The surplus crew h 
terms passengers ; the slave-deck is laid for free emigranta I 
be obtained sometimes an the coast of Brazil, or perhaps t 
the Azores ; the excess of water-casks and provisions of tb 
kind used solely by captive negroes are merely for the coSi 
sumption of the emigrants, or else are said to form part of t' 
vessel's cargo, or the leaguers were to be filled with palm-o 
of which the return lading was to con.sist. To the query, wl 
his vessel was found so far out of his pretended course as to 
about entering some one of the noted slave-haunts in the bight% 
he replies that either contrary winds or currents have driven hei 
in that direction, or she had sprung her mast, or otherwise i 
ceived damage in a heavy gale, and was accordingly obliged t 
put into the nearest port for repairs — that nearest port alway; 
chancing very conveniently to be Lagos, Whydah, Angola 
Ambriz, or Gabinda. The plaasible apology for too lai^e i 
hatchway ia that the vessel was originally built for carryin 
sugar among the West Indian islands, or on the coast of Braia 
and which, being packed in loug boxes, could not be got into tb 

>hold at a smaller hatchway ; and as for mats, " Oh ! they w« 
to be laid over the sand ballast, and a cargo of salt stowed up« 
them." 
The word " slave" is carefully eschewed in the corr 
encB found on board these priieB, w\d all gains taken, by «_ 
bigaous wording, to mislead and ieccwa ftiB iiw;)\jnt Sssa i( 
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belief that the lading destined to be shipped was a. legal one. They 
talk of a cargo of " sail," " palm-oil," " couniry cloths," " cam- 
wood," or " wa;t, ivory, and gold-dust;" when perliaps the in- 
junction to obtain enough of provisions is all the clue afforded 
hj the papers to the real nature of the intended return cargo. 
" Bales" used to be a favourite and common term forslavesj'until 
the real signification became too well known. The postscript of 
a letter fonnd in a vessel employed in that most inhuman of aU 
traffics is aufficiently amusing : " Please let the bale be a female." 
" Cakes of wax " and " kolas " are also used to designate 

At times even when no negroes have been found on board at 
the period of capture, but the equipment too complete to admit 
of any dispute, the master and seamen freely admit on their 
examinations that they came to the coast on a slaving adventure, 
and so save an immense deal of labour and trouble to the adju- 
dicating parties. 

Latterly, however, some of the merest nuisliells of vessels 
under the Brazilian flag, with little beyond excess of water-casks 
and fuel, and crews more than double what would be sufficient 
ia lawful traders of the same size, have been sent iu liere for 
trial ; and thougli they may have goods on board suited only to 
the slave-market, and consigned from one well-known slave- 
dealer in Brazil to another on this coast whose name is equally 
notorious, the real fact of their being concerned in the illegal 
traffic is found no easy task directly lo prove. 

It always has lieen proved as yet, nevertheless ; and since 
coming out thb last time, I rejoice at not liaving seen even one 
of these misery-spreading craft released. 

The civilians connected with putting down the slave-trade 
comprise the Judges and Registrar, or Secretary, of the Courts 
of Mixed Commission, with their respective clerks. 

Altera period of eight years of aclital service at Sierra Leone, 
the Commissioners and Begistrar are entitled to retiring pen- 
sions. Previously to 1835 the period of service was six years, 
under which arrangement two commissioners did survive to 
obtain their retiring salaries, and these two are the sole instaniLes. 
^^f a pension having been claimed by an^ oSnieT "i^ *Oafc "^\t-«&. 
^^K^mis^ons since the establishmcnl of v\ie Covi-rts Sxi "V4^"^ — ^^ 

K 
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speaking proof of the fatal nature of the climate, agabst whiclt 
all Europeans who come out here have to combat. 

After tlie term of twelve years' service the commissioners! 
clerks have likewise retiring allowances, wliich, ho* 
one of them as yet has lived to claim. The registrar's clerkS' 
have uo pension. 

There is a surgeon to the Courts merely to visit the slavet 

before emancipation. There is also a marshal, whose duty it is 

to visit and report the newly-arrived slaver, and take charge oi 

her until she is broken up or sold ; a commissioner of apprajse- 

ment and sale, who arranges in lota and sells by auction the 

prize and her cargo ; two surveyors, who siirvey the detained 

vessel, and send in their report of her equipment; an admeasurer, 

who measures the ship to ascertain her tonnage, on which th( 

, captors are entitled to receive bounty ; and a translator i 

Spanish and Portuguese (when a proficient in these languageg is 

to be found, otherwise tlie Judges translate as they best ( 

1^^^ themselves). All these subordinate officers, with the exceptioB 

^^K of the surgeon, have no fixed salary, but are paid by fees, 

^^H all are under the direction of the Commissioners, wtio examiiu 

^^V and pass every paper connected with the sale of the diltereal 

I slavers. 

There are also, as in other Courts, proctors to conduct t 
.. ease of captor and claimant, 

i^^ When neither Brazilian nor Spanish Commissioners are he: 

^^H the British are empowered lo act on behalf of the foreign Cour^ 
^^H and when either of the latter is absent the governor of thl{ 
^^F colony officiates instead. There has been at least one Brazilian 
'- Commissioner here for more than three years past, and Spaniai 

ones' are expected. When the British and foreign Judges differ! 
I opinion as to a vessel's liability to confiscation, an arbitrator (^ 

^^H junior or sub' Commissioner) is chosen by lot, and all must abid 
^^H by his decision. In the only instance in which I have seen 
^^H elaver sweep out of the harbour, with her gay green and saffi 
^^^ flag flying triumphantly, the lot had fallen on the Brazilian C 
missioner, who declared her capture ill^;al, 
I believe the annual average for nine yiars of eases broiu^ 
^^ before the Courts is about thutj-two, "But there liave been a 
^UjrOmny 03 fifty-aeven and swtj-two a.i\\MSica.\sA iviTO\^^iaa-^>aa^ 
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id within the last six months alone there have been about thirty 
;l3 condemned by the Mixed Commissions, where you see it 

The " Mixed " Courts owe their rather singular title to their 

sing empowered to try the vessels of so many different coun- 
hile the British and Brazilian Court is one of Mixed 
^ommisiion, those of Spain, the Netherlands, Argentine Con- 
fedeiation, Chile, Bolivia, and Uruguay (with all of which we 
have treaties for the suppression of the slave-trade) are tenned 
" Mixed Courts o{ Justice." Until the establishment last year 
of British and Portuguese Courts at BoS Vbta, Loando, the 
Cape, and Jamaica, vessels belonging to Portugal were also 
tried here, but only if they had slaves on board. 

That part of the correspondence of the British Commissioners 
which includes, amongst other matters relating to the traffic, 
the evidence of all the slave-vessels tried, is annually laid before 
Parliament, and is sotnewliat voluminous. 

"When a man-of-war captures a slaver, the latter is despatched 
adjudication under charge of a prize-officer and crew, the 
forwarding a written declaration of his reasons for seizing 
isel. Several of the Spanish and Brazilian crew are also 
detaioed and brought up as witnesses, the remainder being 
generally sent on shore at the nearest port. But occasionally 
a considerable number, if not all, of the piratical seamen are 
landed here, to the no small annoyance of her Majesty's colonial 
subjects." 

At the different noted slave-harbours, some of which, those 
of Sherbro' and GalHnas for instance, are not much more 
than a day's sail southward from the colony, the slave-dealers 
have large baracoons, where the negroes on being procured are 
penned up, and kept waiting for a convenient opportunity of 
being shipped. The destruction of these baracoons at various 
times by some of our cruisers has been one of the most effective 
blows the slave-trade ever met with on thb coast. Now the 
squadron is restricted to blockading and chasing, and the 
number of prizes sent in betokens its vigilance. 

Last year two notorious slavers, the Volador aivi iJoa i*-- 



t' More than once, these pirates have exceeiiA 'wi n-vroiiCT 'fet'^Ji^^'^ 
dena bj tbreu to one. S 
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I cinto, werecaptured, coodemaed, aad cut up ; the fomier was as 
old brigantine, but would still have made a. good figure i 
yacht regatta. A still more formidable and equally successful 
vessel, the felucca Huracan, waa taken in February last. She 

s very heavily raariued aud arnied, and would not " 
until the sixty-eight pounders of the capturing steamer reached 
{ the prize come info harbour, and was astonished at 
the (hiclcness of her mast, that looked enormous, though i 
n through the spy-glass. I believe it was constructed so t] 
it could be folded down out of siglit, to render her less liicelf 
> be observed, while lier large crew at the sweeps would g " 
o cruiser, unless a steamer, a chance in the chase. She hatf 
seventy slaves on board, and was taken by H.M.S.V. Hydra. 

We have lately heard of the dreadfiil and melancholy fe 
which has attended the prize-officer and crew of one slaver, tl 
equipped Brazilian brigantine Felicidade, which was takeu i 
few hours after another, the Echo, laden with slaves, had beeD 
detained. The crew of the latter, being too great I 
with safety to the captors in one vessel, was divided, and ( 
portion of the men sent on board the Felicidade, where tlie] 
rose and massacred the young Brilish officer anil all the siulo 
left in charge. 

Oh ! vile trade ! — is it never to cease ? How long is 1 
lin a blot iipon the nations whose flags it di 
honours? How many more of tiie good, the gallant, and tb 
brave of Britain's sttns are doomed to fail victims to 

i for its suppression ? There is still the old quesHoi 
occasionally whispered, " Oh, wiiat would become of all tli 
nalive prisoners of war were there not the slave trade to rei 
them from death ? Better be slaves in Brazil or Cuba, t 
undergo a worse fete in Africa! " 

There would not be so many prisoners of war did no slftv 
trade exist. We all know that the chief of a trilie, or disbil 
makes war on another for the purpose of oblaining slaves j 
: foreign market, and in too many cases accuses hia oi 
people of crimes they never committed, that he may fa&t)( 
L pretence for selling them to the Brazilian or Spanish c 
aay, even the Africans w\io Vinng ^toto ^.'ne Miterior bees^-^ 
""^ ' irticles of legilvioaVe ttaie, X.o^ e-i'^i^jaiN.t "" 



LKT.KXvi.] NAMES OF SLAVERS. 215 

never return, but are embarked in the first sk^'e^ that touches 
at the place. These evils wou]d not be were there no demand 
for slaves. But whether this vast contiDeut, buried in the ig- 
norance of centuries, is herself to lift up a remonstrating voice, 
and declare that she shall yield no more of her children into 
boudage ; or Brazil, with the rest of the comparatively enlight- 
ened countries which countenance and keep up the debasing 
trnfHc, is to send forth an imperial decree that Die; ehall no 
more owe their riches to the lives and liberty of their enslaved 
fellow-creatures, is a point that years alone will decide. 

The names chosen by the slave-dealers for their vessels have 
often struck me as being singular enough, considering the busi- 
ness in which they are to be engaged. I remember one called 
the " Senhora da Bom Viagem," or " Lady of Good Voyage." 
Another, condemned last year, was actually named '' £1 Grand 
Poder da Dios." The " Kegenerador," " Feliz Ventura," " San 
Joa Bautista," " Ave Maria," " Bom Fim," "Lil>ertad," "Es- 
peranze," " Triumfo," are all equally inappropriate. One, 
called the " Onze de Novembro," was, by an odd coincidence, 
condemned on the 11th of November, and its worthy slave- 
captain declared it was meant as an intentional insult to him. 
" El Imperador Don Pedro," and " Sua Majestad," are sounding 
titles enough, while " Pepita," "Vivo," "Fanlasma," and 
"Flor de Kio," convey the idea of something swift, graceful, 
and beautiful. 

Then, according to their peculiar build or rig, they are not 
only honest old brigs, brigantijie?, schooners, and topsail 
schooners ; but outlondisli pulaccas, sumacoes, feluccas, lauiichas, 
paille-hotes, yachts : and one, fitly christened " El no se," was 
designated a " mystico." 
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Expiration of our Treaty with Brazil — Incursion of Travelling Ants — : 
Spiclsra — Mantis — Bungo Mason-bees — Waterspout — A Lost Child 
— Ludicrous Miltake — Touraco — " Kill-Fowla " — Equestrian In- 
temiptiona — Grey Grirael — Cape Coast Conveyancea — Mango Tre» 
killed by Lightning. 

August ISth, 1S4S. 
Since I last wrote lo you about the slave-trade, our treaty with 
Brazil bos expired, and until a new oae be eutered into, the 
vessels taken under the flag of that country will be tried in 
Vice- Admiralty Court, under an Act of Parliament. 

I have had a, more novel than pleasant interruption. AYbilat 
sitting on a sofa in my room busily writing, I suddenly perceived 
first one black ant, and then a second and third, scampering c 
my papers, anil, loolting round, saw a portion of the wall covei 
with straggling ants, white another moment showed me that Ibf 
floor was alive with them. Boiling water was immediately p 
n requisition, and, for upicards of an hour, poured over the outei 
boarding of the house, where the ants swarmed pretty thickly; 
A huge centipede was attempting to crawl from under one oT^ 
the plouks, but quite unable to extricate himself from a few- antf 
who, at regular distances from each other, held their colosaf 
prey undauntedly, while large spiders were running about i 
terror, trying to hide themselves. The track of the main a 
was nowhere to be discovered, and, a.s our vigorous oppodtia 
had caused them to retreat from the room, I thought this hai 
been merely a reconnoitring party, until an outcry waa raise 
I that they mustered in great force in the piazzas below, X m 
I down stairs, and beheld the floor, pillars, walls, and boarded rot 
literally black witJi myriads of anU, wJtile here a great scorp 
startled out of his den, stood boldly at bay, and there anoth 
centipede was being dragged away alive after having in y 
tried (o elude pursuit. Bui it was iioVonfeostwo — several doi 
o/cocfc -roaches, venomous-iooVmgsv'^'ieta, \KSrajiAe?,,Ti.'o&,\i 
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merable other ugly forty-footed creatures, were first pounced 
upon by a few of their Lilliputian enemies, and then in an instant 
hidden by the accumulating masses, which fastened upon each 
opponent, and bore it off the field with the utmost regularity. I 
forbade the people to kill any more of the ants, ao long as they 
were kept from entering the house — really feeling' coitipunction 
in waging war against the destroyers of such detestable reptilea 
as scorpions and centipedes, with their many almost equally un- 
welcome coitsiDS of other tribes. 

Yesterday I discovered on the brancti of a coffee-tree a. most 
munificent spider, which I should be sorry to see fall a victim 
to ants or to any other enemies. It was about as large as a 
pigeon's e^, the back primrose-coloured, with eight round black 
spots ; the sides and under part barred with black ; the upper 
part of its fore legs primrose-colour, the rest black. It had 
spun a large web of silky yellow gossamer, and was quite a fat 
good-humou red-looking spider — very different from one that ia 
Hometimea found out of doors here, and whose bite the blacks 
aver to be highly venomous. It has a round flat body nearly as 
lai^e as a crown-piece, with legs several inches long, and tremen- 
dous lobater-Iike claws thickly armed with sharp hard teeth. It 
is odd enough that I have never seen a tarantula here, although 
I hear of one being discovered now and tlien by the labourers, 

An insect, of which the negroes also stand in unaccountable 
terror, is the mantis, or " Hottentot god " as it is often called. 
It is a singular-looking creature, vrith its great prominent eyes, 
elongated and winged form clothed in pate green, and six Ii 
legs ; those in front being more of the nature of arms, — with keen 
serrated edges and spiked fore-fingers, which inflict a pretty set 
scratch. I sometimes hold out a pen or pencil to a mantis, when 
it immediately raises itself on its hind-legs, and, seizing hold of the 
object presented, tries to tear it vrith tliese weapons of defence. 
It has a strange shaking motion when walking, resembling that 
of a coach set on springs, and a very common attitude of this 
insect ia standing up with its well-armed hands meekly clasped 
together. Hence, I presume, the title mantis religiosa. I 
watching one that had alighted on a window in the piazza, and 
'hich seemed nearly four inches lon^, \j\\en YmvjsAv Va^^KwA 
and, as soon as she cau^^t a gVim-^ o^ 'i^ve doy**- ^ 
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cried out in a voice of liorror, " Oh ! ms 
what matter you go look dat tiiing ? — it go tear jour eye out for 
true — it can tear somebody's eye out too much in my country." 
" i got a. Hotteotot god'd nest, which somewhat resembled that 
Englisli wasp, only of much smallur dimensions, and had a 
poliahed outside; it was nearly oval, and hung from a spray of 
sweet-scented cream-coloured little blossoms. 

Insects here construct many strange abodes. The Nufi boy 
Dan, knowing lam fond of natural curiosities, brought me lately 
a leaf witli a tiny cup very neatly made of clay fastened upon it, 
and which seemed greatly to have struck his own feocy, as he ex- 
claimed on giving it to me, " Please look dis lilly lilly csountry 
pot someting make on dis leaf!" — and to be sure it was exactly 
a country pot in miniature. 

The fragrant gum called bungo ia the principal material one 
mason-bee liere uses for his dwelling, and, tlje sunny side of a wall 
bdng usually chosen as a site, a community of these harmless 
bees has established itself on the outside of a window-sill in the 

But I have been always rather backward in collecting insects' 
nests, ever since shortly after coming up here, I found a veij 
pretty one, formed of small twigs firmly cemented together with 
great neatness in a fluted style, and which I carefully stowed 
away in a small box ; wheu some days afterwards, wanting Ut 
exhibit my treasure, I opened the lid, and behold a hideous gray 
caterpillar crawled out, while the nest seemed as if it had been 
broken down and half devoured by its late inmale. 

Sept. 5. — Last night we had a thunder-storm and a deJnge of 
liich must liave been something of the nature of a water- 
spout, the ruads are so dreadfully cut up. On riding down to 
the garden this morning I find that the brook has burst over its 
banks at one place, and sent a rapid stream branching through 
the v^;etable-beds, washing the mould completely off them, and 
sadly destroying the pretty little spot. Fortunately, a nursery 
of dwarf roses had been transplanted to the parapet, or they must 
been every one lost. Our neighbours in the low ground 
hare suffered equally. One has a dry-season garden nearly car- 
ied aivay, and I see a hut, standing on a uewly-formed island, 
the impetuous red waters Tnjs\i\i\^ V\itoM^ \\a\iidf.emii«ai 
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— its poor inhabitants vainly trying to turn back tlie rebel cur- 
rent to its allegiance again, wliile dozens of cliildren are paddling 
at the edge of tlie stream in excessive enjoyment. Much damage 
has evidently been done in every direction. 

On walking out in the forenoon I was alarmed by hearing re- 
peated shrieks of liistress coming as it were from the Rose- Apple 
Glen, and, on calling out to know what was the matter, a wild- 
looking half-clothed figure issued from the path leading to the far 
brook, who by ber frantic gestures and exclamations I at tirst 
fiincied was mad ; but after some questioning I learned that she 
had been gatheriag sticks on the other hill, and had sent her child 
with a nie.-'sage to a farm-man who was working on the opposite 
side of the water, — that the little thing never came back, and, 
although she had been called and lookeii for, was not to be found. 
I tried to lead the poor creature up to the house, but she con- 
trived to slip out of my liolci every minute, and, dashing herself 
on the ground, gave way to the most lamentable outcries. " 
ma piccan I — ma piccan go lose in de bush by de water side — 

ma-amie — ! ! O !" M came out, and, taking all the 

servants and labourers, went off to search, sending some into the 
bush, and others along the banks of the brook, both of us dread- 
ing that the poor child had been carried away by the water, now 
running so fiercely. The woman accompanied Ihem to point out 
the place where she had left her " piccaninny," but, instead of ren- 
dering the slightest assistance, continued to weep and wail like 
one distracted. She evidently believed her child was kidnapped 
by some prowling Mandingo, and therefore deemed it unnecessary 
to look diligently for her— instances of kidnapping being by no 
means unfreqiient even at Sierra Leone, Hut in about half 
an hour afterwards I had the satisiaction of hearing that they 
had found the little girl quite safe, and sitting quietly in the 
bush awaiting the return of her ma-amie, whom she in her turn 
fancied was lost. 

I was amused by a curious mistake of one of the servants yes- 
terday. Shortly after breakfast this man came to tell us that 
another, who had gone to cut wood, was come back in great 
alarm, being afraid to pass a tree where lie iiad seen a large un- 
join mon -looking bird roosting. We asked SS \\, -wets ^ Wrf*. <st 

' kill-fowl." ' -^"^***' 



^joint 



EESIDENCE AT SIERRA LEONE. 



r330 
" No — big: l^ird P^*: dem, nias«a." 
" An eagle, perhaps ?" 
" Not so big as eagle neider — he one black bird all same like 
turke]r — no more no fedder live on him neck." 
I imagined ihia strange bird would turn out to be a vulture, 
and was surprised that the servants appeared all to stand in so 
great an awe of the black object wliicb we saw sitting on. the 
branch of a tree on the verge of the bush, not very far from the 
house. But on taking the glaaa to have a more minute view, 
I discovered this extraordinary bird was nothing else than a 
very large monkey, that was presently joiued by several others, 
and there they frisked, and chattered, and jumped from one tree 
to another for the greater part of the forenoon. The poor wood- 
cutter was very much aaliamed of having mistaken a black 
monkey for a bird. 

M lately shot one of those beautiful birds called here 

the African woodcock, but whose proper name is the touraco, or 
plantain-eater. It has a magnificent greeji crest, while the 
upper eyelid being scarlet, and the mider one black, with a white 
mark stretching between them and tlie short bill, adds to the 
brilliant appearance of the head. The neck and breast are both 

I of the same light green as the coronet, but this green has not 
the metallic gloss seen in the darker green of some of the hum- 
ming-birds. The wing-feathers are part bright shining purple, 
part gorgeous crimson, while those forming the tail are of a 
rich velvety blue-black ; it is a nobie-looking bird, and seems 
scarce. 
A " kill-fowl," or " gog-magog," as the country people call 
it, is a hideous- looking bird, building its nest, as the hawks do 
here, at the to^ of high trees, and being, like them, a most for- 
midable enemy to the poultry-yard ; they are also at enmity with 
less useful creatures, for I iiave seen one bearing a large snake 

through the air to its nest. One tliat M shot the other day 

measured fully five feet three inches across tlie extended wings, 
and two feet from the bill to the tip of the tail. The " kill- 
fowl" has a particularly fierce expression in its glaring eyes* 
t hooked bill of a yellowish -white colour. The head 
3st are white, as are the 'puuona a,u4 sboulders; the rest 
fags and back are bWs. ■. a ViiwjA ^m o^ Kvtl^ -kV-*)* 
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strtttclins across the centre of the tail, the top and tip of which 
are black. Under tlie feathers the body is covered with a thick 
down like thai on a duek. Tiie feet are strong and large, with 
sharp black hooked claws exactly like those of the eagle. The 
crows here are also black aod white ; they are very numerous, 
and quite as fond of makiug a noise as the crows of Britain. 
Writing of birds reminds me that some time ago the old Aku 
servant who took the monkey for a vulture, aud who you must 
know pretends to be very valiant, came up after dark to beg 
for one of " maasa's " guns, because "' one big bird been live in 
tamarind-tree," that he thought he could shoot. No specimen 
of the feathered tribe bang forthcoming-, notwithstanding a 
succession of shots on two different evenings, I began to think 
the gun was wanted for some other purpose, and that the bird 
existed only in imagination. But on going to the window, 
expecting to see notliing, I was rather surprised at perceiving a 
very large dark-coloured bird roosting on the topmost branch 
of the tamarind-tree ; and in spite of having been so often shot 
at, back it comes almost every night, until the people seem to 
regard it with considerable superstition, although the gun is 
occasionally asked for as a matter of course. 

Ilavii^ lately got a new horse, I bemoan once more over the 
impossibility of teaching African steeds to canter nicely. They 
toss and shake their heaijs at a lady's paces, and, no matter 
what the road be, the verge of a precipice or the slope of a hill, 
they persist in galloping at full speed. Now one requires a 
steady horse in this part of the world : here you come upon 
a band of the terjaes viarum, or travelling ants, some strag- 
glers of which, even supposing your steed escapes planting his 
foot in the centre of their line, will be quite enougji to make 
him dance aud curvet in a. way that, however graceful to look 
at, is by no means comfortable to you ; there a huge black 
monkey springs out of the bush at one side of the road, just 
under your horse's nose ; aud neither he nor you may have 
recovered from the surprise caused by the sudden apparition, 
when a more violent start, followed by a tremor all over, gives 
notice that a snake is in sight j wlulst all the time, as you are 
obliged, if possible, to hold a parasol over youT \ieaA,"^wiiViNSi 
hand at liberty to guide llie a,n\nm\, ^^uft ci!«w5\*^ 
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narrow paths are cut and carved out ledgewise up the fece of tbe 
the top; and the horses, on coining up from town, 
usually of their own accord turn otf the uaiu avenue on to these, 
which make a much shorter way than going lo the end of tlis 
other, and round by the orange-ti 

There ie certainly, in this country, no more cheerful mode of 
talcing exercise than riding, and none where you ca^n see around 
you go well. I have as yet been very fortunate in quiet ponies: 
after parting with my pretty bay aorre! from the Gambia, owinj 
to its shying at crossing the brook, I got a sedate while horse g 

I call it Grizzel, after one M liad formerly, and which. 

eventually went into the possession of a native chief. I beltevs 
this last-mentioned horse had originally been sent out from 
England, and having, at any rate, seen better days, it was b^ 
no means disposed to be ridden by a shoeless master, eves 
though he were a Mahommedan potentate: therefore Grtzzd 
managed to throw its owner whenever he attempted to get into 
the saddle, so that at last tlie simple natives said, " Ah I dit' 
horse fine too much for black man for ride ! " and contented' 
themselves by leading it uji and down in their state processions.) 
On dil an English merchant jokingly told the negro purchase]*- 
of this grey that it had always been accustomed to drink porter ; 
whereupon they ordered a supply, and actually gave it a bottle 
of porter every morning ! 

But my poor Grizzel fell a victim to the early part of this 

raiuy season, after which I used occasionally to ride M '» 

very spirited horse, at lirst only on that tolerably level wallc 
leading to the gate at the foot of tlie Zigzag, as even though he 
ran away tliere, the bush is loo thick on each side to allow of bis 
going oB the path. The terror of the grooms at this animal i 
perfectly ludicrous: he is young and spirited, though not what 
one would call vicious ; but these men are such cowards that e 
wonder with them he is sometimes unmanageable. Once when 

M ■ had ridden my pony to town, and the other 

sent for hira to ride up, the new groom who was to lead it dowi) 
to me crying and wringing his hands, saying he coul 
horse to town because " it would surely g 
kiUu ■■■ 

told that the grass at Ca^e Coaa\.\aQl sa'ii.M.-^SMiVKi'ia 
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quality no horses can live tbeie, and tbe otity mode in which 
Europeans are conveyed from one place to another on ]aiid, is 
by lat^e baskets, which are carried on ihe heads and shoulders 
of the negroes! I never hear of Cape Coast Castle without 
thinking of poor Miss Landon ; how strange to tliink that ker 
grave should be there of ail the uncivilized spots on the earth ! 
Our view of the near burying--ground is now more exposed than 
ever, owing to our having been obliged to cut down a mango- 
tree in front of the house, the foliage of wiiich screened our 
prospect in that direction. This tree was bliglited in a tornado 
during the night of the lat of June this year, when the wind 
and storm together came on before eleven o'clock, and lasted 
until after twelve. One terrific blaze of lightning, accompanied 
by a most dreadful crash, alarmed me fearfully, as I could 
scarcely believe the house waa not struck. Next morning we 
found ihe earth al! torn up close beyond tjie parapet, and the 
flourishing young mango-tree, though not rent, still with marks 
that showed it had not stood unscathed. 
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H. M. S. " Eclair" — First Couviclion of the Pestilent Natureof Uie Climate 
— Impaired Health of even llie Acclimatized ^ A Self-niUed Donkey - 
PhEises of Che Sierra Leone LandBcape — Verdure of our own Hill — Ne* 
Mode of carrying Pigs — Fiuijali'a History — CaterpillaTB — UnweU 
came KecollecCious. 

December 6th. 
The Dalepark arrived from Englaud on tlie 30th of Kovember, 

r suspense regartiijig R was happily relieved. W 

hearil, towarda the end of October, of llie fearful mortality o 

I- board the Eclair, and of the communication between her and the 

at the Cape-de-Verds, aud dreaded that the fever might 

epread to the latter ship, hest by any chance we should DOf 

have had letters by the Dalepark, Mr. , with most coo- 

eiderate kindness, wrote up immediately to let ua know that 4 
friend of bis had seen my brother safe in London ; and you will 

I understand that amidst our distress and horror at reading tfas 
heart-rending details respecting tlie unliappy Eclair, we felt n 
thankful on K 'a account. 1 remember, not long after ei 
out here first, the shock I experienced when, on sending: to inquin 
at what time a particular merchant- vessel would be r^y to si 
as we wished to send letters by her, the answer was, " The Ami 
Grant has l>een ladeu for some time, but cannot come down 1 
river, all hands being dead." I recollect too the very first tii 
the conviction tlashed on me of wkal this place really was. 
had heard of the illness ofaEuropeau resident who had called 
shortly before, looking quite well. The next thing I heard w 
that his horses were to be sold. I inquired if he were going 
home for his health. " He is dead !" was the reply. Such ]ikl 
tidings soon came too thick aud fast for the same shock to atlen 
them all ; the surprise has long been when any o 
But of all the lamentable instances I know or ever heard of tl 
deadly nature of the climate of Africa, that of the Eclair is tl 
most harrowing; and to ibint loo, ctciv \t\ifcti *ie sisiq h 
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readied our own England, siill there was no respite 1 Oh ! how 
man; childless parents — how many widows and orphans — has this 
fatal country made ! 

And for those who do survive on its baneful shores, what 

broken health and suffering is theirs! M has just reeovered 

from another of those attacks of intermittent fever to which the 
acclimated are so subjeet, and even hail as a |iroof that they are 
accliinated ; but repeated fits of ^ue in time produce their 
effect, obliging one at last lo hasten home for a few months' 
change of air, and this is what we have been long recommended 

to do. The Q 's sailed last week, and Mr. and Mrs. 

are on the point of leaving, all of them having come througli a 
great deal of siekness. I again am much stronger and better 
than I iLave been for very many months past, which beneiiclsd 
change I partly ascribe to taking daily easy exercise on assback. 

When too weak to manage my fiery steeti, which twice ran 
away with me, once on the very brow of the Zigzag, I got an 
humble donkey, on which I ride out every morning; and though 
at first it was so obstinate as actually to require one person 
to walk behind to ui^e it on, and another before fo prevent 
it running away, I have now got it nicely broken in, and amenable 
tn everything except being saddled, which necessary process, 
owing to the worthy quadruped's kicking propensities, always 
takes three men upwards of half an hour to execute I However, 
I have not quite given up my wild horse as incorrigible, and wa» 
lately indebled to it for the longest ride I have taken under a 
tropical aun 

There are three distinct phases of the landscape here. The 
first IS hill and dale, clothed in all their original exuberance of 
stately forest, and appearmg in their primeval grandeur, as it 
were, fresh from the hands of their Maker ; the seeonti is the first 
denuded and laid naote by fire and hatchet, as are now thegreater 
number of the hills in lliis locality, and that is the scenery I 
woulil gladly see clianged , lite thml is the second rich in partial 
cultivation, and vvhich, \uth the first, constitutes the peculiar 
beauty of the tropics, and in it I certainly desire Ijo variety. 
Here fruits and flowers, which attain to but a dwarfish height 
^ lyt en coaxed in our home hothouses, spring vi'p aivA ftwxvviv ¥^pni- 
wiu]/ in all tSieir own native love\\ueaa. ^^.Vm^ aa\Ae *" 
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many graceful scions of the acacia tribe, from tlie noble locust' 
tree to the slender slirinkingmitno^i — overlooking tire qiieen-lilce 
palm, with lier nut less regal sister the feathery- branched cocoa.-' 
nut tree — here t!ie broad-leaved plantain and banana furm a 
natural arcade that breathes of oootnsss eve 
Africa ; there the pawpaw raises its slight slmft, vhich you 
wouder can support t)ie green and golden load at top, while ita' 
yellow blossoms perfume the air, and form the centre of attrac 
tion to a flock of bright-winged humming-birds. But it ii 
h^e and ikere. Mingled in one rich mass of harmonious colour" 
ing, and flinging their sweet scent to the welcome sea-breexsy 
orange and lime trees, spangled witli snowy flowers, a 
BDder the weight of their gorgeous fruit, vie with those of the( 
^luxuriant mango, tlie bay-leaved coffee, the pale-stemmed guavit^ 
^e dark densely-foliaged rose-apple, the sour-sop, with i 
, orchard-tree aspect and portly produce, upon our own pret^ 
little hill, that boasts of many hundred others in tlie bush, whOMi 
names I cannot tell, but the descriptions of a few of which ] 
^all have at some future period. 

Whilst riding towards Regent one forenoon, suddenly wa 
Jieard a most discurdant sound, which first I fancied i 
^htld arying in a passion ; and then, as it came nearer, fael 
b> be ihe ueigliing of a wild horse : both grooms, however, a 
gravely it was merely a " dog." Presently a man appeared ia 
sight on the brow of the Iiilj, bearing on his head something 
evidently very weighty, that we soon discovered to be the objeol 
from which the unaccountable yelling proceeded. Th" 
nothing else than a huge black pig, bound with withes a 
flat board, and surmounted ))y the straw hat of the man, whc 
trudged quietly along, merely balancing his extraordinary and 
noisy burthen with one hand, and with the other flourishing ■ 
cane, after the most approved negro fashion. 

It has been excessively hot for some time, but a few morutngl 
ago. a heavy squall cooled the air so much that I went out for i 
little walk under the mango and orange trees. Fanyah, will 
whom on such occasions I usually hold a conversation, on paaniic 
a bush infested with ants, told me that in her country they*- 
Its' nests, opeu them, and drink Ihe white watfl 
'h medicine." So aa^\n^, i\ie ^\iii;l«ji. itw 
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I, beedleM of the (altaot Ultk insects vklcb Mvcrnl her hagd 
, am in a nofoeiiu torp tbe kftves ojim. and etcloiaxiit^, 
tb, ma'aiD, <k? smell i^vmi I " — bdd out to ne what sbe 
ed the '- eaa«)i wuer," sod which was actually tbe ant in its 
b state ! Foinab is of tbe Kosso tribe, whose Inmlity b Dot 
far lo the fouthwatd of this ciAoaj. She has told nte tint who 
a very little girl, about, ks I Bfauild ifaink (fram tbe time she 
has been liberated), not more tian Gveyeus old, she raueinbers 
of the village m wiiieb she lived beio^ set on fine b^ a ud^- 
bouring chief and hb parly ; and trhilst her lather went lo Beht 
against them, her moiber gathered her little honsehold valuabte^ 
together, and fled with Fanyah into the bush. They were dis- 
covered, however, taken prisoners, bound, and driven away fts 
slaves, with a great many more of their country-people. Pre- 

Itly they came to a river that was vay " potta-potta,"' or 
ddy, and which tjiey were to cross. At this juncture Ihe 
raudets were altaclied by another tribe, and in the confusion 
lyah and her luolber contrived to hide tfaemselves again in 
(be bush. The poor child had a loud and severe cough, uhich 
she was implored by her mother to try and check, or it would 
betray them to their enemies, who, having beat off the oiber party, 
were searching for the woman and child everywhere. Fanyab 
tells me that alie crouched down, pressing her face clofe lo tbe 
gronnd to try and «litte Iier cough, and, though the effi)rts nenrly 
tfced her, she Eu^reeded in keeping quite silent while the 
d were beating the bush all around the spot where the mother 
I child lay trembling with pain and terror. 1'his was an 
^nce of great fortitude in one so young, and she was rewanled 
Uearing at last the retreating steps of the hostile Iribe. Afier 
s quite dark, Fanyah and her mother, who had managed to 
p herself from the rope with wliich her arms were secured, 
" i from their hiding-place back to Ihe site of their home— 
B of blackened ashes. She forgeU how they renclied 
[her village, where, to their great joy, her £ither was found 

ibe pemembers that he was a weaver of the strong ti 
1) made by the natives of tbe interior, bdH hn mothe 
tnred orockeryware in the shape of covHrtr^-^\&, ■wsi > 
b died but a short time after their e&ca\ie, \ewi'Mi%"¥»' 




p 

9 to 



BESIDENCE AT SIERRA LEOXE. ftw. i 



cimrge of an old woman, But ere long tlie piior little thin< 
tbund herself journeying, mth severa] otliers, towurds the sanii 
" poltu-potta" river she had furrnerly reached with her motlieFi 
having either been sold to s. slave-dealer or kidnapped. She 
distinctly recollects the baracoons in which they were confined 
for a day or two previons to being e>ni>arked at the 6alliaaa. 
They had been but a short time on board when a great 
tion took place in the vessel; the slaves were told the English 
vrere chasing tltem, and would most assuredly eat Ihe negroes il 
the vessel were taken ! All sail was made, a quantity of tha 
provisions thrown overboard, but at last the slaver was captured' 
by the British cruiser. " And," to give the words with wliich 
.Fanj^li concliideji every time she speaks to me of her 
eountry, " pose me leff ma own country, and nebber see it no 
more, me not sorry, cause me come here ; me free, and me learn 
good book ; somebody uo savey book in Kosso country, no 
Christian live there, and me glad for be Cliristiau ; and posfr, 
ma mocler dead, you all same good to me as ma own luoder, 

I never saw a better disposed negro child than my present 
little handmaiden ; so thonghliully attentive whenever I am illt 
and so contented with her sitnalion, whieh is rather an isolated 
one, as she never, except on itie occasional coming up of hw 
predecessor Sarah, oral Ihe washerwoman's weekly 
any other girl to gossip with, wliieh is a great change to wh«t 
slie was accustomed to at school among so many little companii 
of her own age. However, she chiefly amuses herself now willii 
dolls and patchwork. One pleasing tiait in her chaiacfer is, that, 
Jiaving observed my interest in the productions of tliis country, 
slie never misses an opportunity of bringing me in a pretty noses- 
gay, or some curious bnsh-fmit, in apple, berry, or pod— even 
conquering her nataial aversion to insects in bringing me a 
strange-looking one whenever she can. Slie found a htig« 
caterpillar, with a furry coat of dark-brown, and eight wbilfl 
spots on each side, feeding upon a busli-apple leaf, and brougU 
if to me the other day. I am sure it was nearly five inches lODg', 
aud proportion ably thick. Its furry covering 
Aorsehair, and very pricUj. I suppose it would in du&| 
! of our moat magniftcevA W\\ert;\«H,. ~ 
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thirty-two smaller caCerpillafB upon one leaf lalely. Tiiej were 
remarkable-looking things, green with red heads ; and instead of 
the hairy spines connncu to the species, were all stuck over with 
little siiarp points. 

I have often observed the young leaves of a particular tree 
here, hanging from the spray by two and two, and looking like 
flat pea-pods, from being so closely doubled. I have repeatedly 
examined them to try if I could open one, but not even a needle's 
point could penetrate the edges, tliat are thin as the tinest lawn, 
though nest day perhaps, the same ^ray would be clothed with 
properly- shaped glossy leaves. This morning, however, I dis- 
covered ofie just begiDiiing to unfold at the upper end, and easily 
opened it nut, until it displayed itsetf a fully-fonned, llght^reen 
leaf, as soft as silk. 

^H Extract from JonmaL 

^^B December S4th. 

^W nEATY shower of rain this morning. Strong sea-breeze. 
Opened the windows in front piazza as her Majesty's steamers 
Penelope anil Avon were getting under weigh, and distinctly 
perceived the smell of coa^emoke, which I inhaled as a remem- 
brance of home. Rode out after the rain cleared off. Saw a 
curio us- looking plant, its branches being clothed with flowers, or 
rather berries, of pure while-wux, with aiuft of short capillaments 
at top. These pretty snowy capsules are in the centre of petals 
csacrly resembling those of the orange and lime blossom, and, 
only containing a few pearly litile seeds, crack like dry sea- 
weed. They have a most artificial appearance, and, like matiy 
other flowers in this country, grow from the under side of the 
twig. 

A ride or walk in the cool of the morning at this season is 
delightful, there is such a galaxy of fragrant flowers in full 
bloom. But, indeed, I do not know the time of year here when 
there are no flowers. Tu saiinlering along tlie wooded paths 
round the house — where, through the green interstices of the 
arched foliage overhead, the blue sky is looking down lovingly 
upon you. and you look up with delight at the festoons of beau- 
, which are »o twisted anwmg \.\\e \\eft tXema w.^*. 
whes OB either side, that you cannnl iWrtw^w^v -wVa-S. waYt -A 
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leaf individually belonffs to each, while rare birds and glitterii^ 
iusecla are flitting about among the boughs that are just beginning 
to rustle in the cheerful morning; wind — it i* almost impossible 
to believe that, amid all tlie bloom and beauty of nature i; 
climate, 

" There brentlira tbrougli buman \i(e 

A waft Dt denih." 

But so it is : and as I turn rouud to look at the line sea- 

vith its peaceful bays, fringed like the grecu shore opposite with 

la belt of gleaming white sand, there, at anchor, above the 

f powder' magazine, lies a vessel, with tiie flaunting stripes and 

stars of the United Slates at one mast-head, and the or 

yellow flag waving at the other— every one of her crew I 

been Bwept off by mangrove- fever in the Rio Pongas ; ao( 

comes the painful recollection of the £clair'g fate, and of the pre< 

sent appalling morlaiitj' at Bu3 Vista, botii of which resulted 

.from the pestilent atmosphere of this very place, with all its do- 

ceilfully bright and inviting aspect. 

But our times are in The hands of God, who, i 
from the evil itself, can also keep us from theyear of " 
tilence that walketh iu darkness, and the destruction that wostett 
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I Settlers — Mr. CI artson — Trials of the lufant Colony — Atlaci bj 
i Freneh ^ Tiramaoee rising —The " Widow's Brook " — loflacnee of 
a Missiotiary's Wife — Mrs. Kilham. 

.lanuBr; 12th, 184G. 

Hitherto my opportunities for observation with reganl to the 
general cliaracter, disposition, anil manners of The various castes 
of the negro population have been almost exclusively limited to 
the settlers and Liberated Africans — two classea as Sisprojiortioued 
ill numbers as opposite in their habits and tendencies; the 
former uomprisiug only about two hundred individuals — the 
latter, many thousands, who, in their turn, are comiMised of 
^numerous separate tribes. 

^^^Khe history of the settlers is rendered interesting by their 
^^^■tg so closely connected with the foundation of the colony, 
^^H an old settler- woman, who was but a girl when they landed 
i«re in March, 1792, once gave me a graphic description of 
that period, whicii however, owing to the quaint style of her 
expressions, can never be written down with the same force. 
fiixty-five, out of tlie eleven hundred and ninety-six who left 
a Scolia, died on tlie passage hither ; and many of the sur- 
« were ill when they landed. The place was all so niiikly 
I with forest and jungle, that the men employed in 
jting paths suffered greatly from the mere wounds caused by 
I knife-grass and prickly plants that obstructed their progress 
; while, although the natives were kind in bringing 
to tlie new-comers country productions, such as ca^sada- roots 
and ground-nuts; the poor Nova Scotians, having been all 
their lives accustomed to the rich maiiie and rice of Carolina. 
did not know how to prepare the strange vegetables, and, not 
understanding a word of the native language, could receive no 
infonnalion on the subject. 

The women and ciiildren remained in U\e v'n\^\\v*'a. ^ 

e >mil been iiurriedly cleared tor a le\A ^ot \,\vca\,^c«i.V.J| 
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lying on tlie damp gruund, with no oLiier than a screen of can* 
vas, in a wildernoss exposed to wjld beasts, and swarming wit" 
venomous reptiles and noxious insects ; unable to procure sora 
liinds of food, and almost as unable to prepare others — death b 
hunger aa well ajs luckness rapidly thinning' their numbers— th: 
uni'ortuiiate body of people, previously habituated to comfov 
and plenty, were reduced almost to despair. 

Mr. Clarkson, undtir wliose maiiag;emeDt tliey bad 
brouo;)it from Nova Scotia, did all in liis power to bett«r tb^ 
condition, and cheer their minds under these hardships, and tkejt 
Btill mention iiim with grateful enthusiasm. But from the ti 
of itis departure my informant's statement seems too muc)^ 
biassed by bitter feelings to admit of its being perfectly correeb, 
She, iu common with ihe rest of her people, attributes all thdr,' 
misfortunes at that tinie to the servants of the Sierra I 
Compuiiy, forgetting that these poor Europeans suffered ^qualljr^ 
witii the blacks themselves. 

The mortality of that first wet season seem.s to Jiave been 
ominous of the future. It set in about tlie middle of May^ 
beibre many of the settlers' houses were finished building, aw' 
at the same time the accommo<laiion of the wiiite superiu 
todents was so poor, that ihey were greatly exposed to &i 
weatlier. It was no wonder then that the climate fever shoG 
have ra^ed in all it^ virulence. Whilst about eight hundred n 
the negro eolojilsts were suffering from its attacks, it proved a 
fatal to the white peuple. At the height of tb« 
pestilence, all the medical men, escepting one, were lai 
owing to tlie death of the storekeepers, neither food, noi 
nor medicine could be distributed, A large ship laden will 
stores, frames of houses, and materials for building, that fan 
been despatched from England with a view to meet the wantt 
tlie colonists, was driven ttadc in a storm, and did not ariivi 
here till nearly the end of tlie " rains." 

The <lif{i«ulty of cutting the necessary paths, so as to admit O 
the ground being surveyed, was increased tenfold by eickna 
and the weary weather of a Sierra Leone rainy season. Instead 
therefore, of twenty acres to eacli man, ten to his wiffe, and ft» 
to every cliild, as hail tieen promised them, it was found iai 

(We to give at once more fViau ^umi awea V.(i bs*i\v S«to 
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Tliis Been^s to have been the first cause of grievance lo the 
settlers, and the evil ert'ects may he traced to this day. 

Great blaine has been attributed to the Sierra. Leone Com- 
pany for not adhering to its original promise ; yet it should be 
borne in mind, that it fotts the intention of the Company to make 
more liiiera] allotmenta ; but all the people insisted upon having 
thar individual lots in the beat places, which of course could not 
be ^reed to, the lands of the English on the level belt beneath 
the mountains not being enoug;h. Certain proportions in situa- 
tions nearest Freetown were therefore given, with the intention 
of grunting the remainder elsewhere, when the ground, which 
proved to be of a much worse quality than had been expected, 
could be surveyed for that purpose. The clearing of paths to 
enable any measurement to be taken had of course to be done 
by the emigrants themselves, and, supposing a man with a wife 
and two children had (under the other disadvantages 1 have 
mentioned) unassisted to clear round a apace of forty acres of 
the dense forest anil matted underwood of the tropics, he coiild 
not by any human possibility also find time to clear and culti- 
vate space enough to raise provisions for his family. Indeed, 
spite of the utmost exertions, by both Europeans and blacks, the 
fiueceeding dry season was well-nigh over before the distribu- 
tion of even the lesser portions was concluded. 

One published account of the matter slates that the emigrants 
were quite willing to accept of the more limited divisions for the 
time, which I think must certainly have been the case, if they 
were at all gifled with common sense, aa viewing the localities 
at present, and remembering that these high hills were one mass 
of forest Qt that period — taking also into consideration the diffi- 
culties with which the Europeans had lo struggle — my only 
wonder is how, with such means as they had, the servants of 
the Sierra Leone Company succeeded in laying out the allot- 
ments they did apportion to the settlers. 

That the numbers of these blacks, who were then, by all 1 can 
learn, a dilij-ent and well-conducted set of comparatively civilised 
people, should have so dwindletl away within the fii^y-fuur years 
ibey have been in the colony, and tiiat their whole nature should 
btt ve changed, inasmuch as now tliete aje OTOuw'ig.t Wc^a. 

teralfj' no liitbits of continued industry-, sUvVes vae as,N5^\wj,&Q 
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^^H very remarkable that I hoptt you will forj^ive my expariating' 
^^H upou Bucli an old story, 

^^H But I shtiuld in the tirst place have staled that they were thfr 
^^H negroes who had remained loyal to England during 
^^H American war, after which they emigrated to Nova Si 
^^^B liaving received from Government promises of land there. Bui 
^^^K they found the climate and soil of Nova Scotia quite unsuited M 
^^^H them, and sent a delegate to England to represent that they 
^^^Vwore therefore desirous of becomiug colonistx in the new settle-- 
^^^kmenl which they had heard was about to be formed here. The 
^^^V;'di rectors of the Sierra Leone Company agreed in applying It} 
|. Government for a free passage to the Nova Scotian Africaas, 

and hence their coming to this pit 

III 1787 a considerable district of land had been ceded, fbf 
the purpose of lieing colonized by several hundreds of dustituM 
blacks then in London, and who were sent out here by th« 
originators of the scheme for founding a free negro settletnent 
on this coast. But these early colonists died away or departed 

§ beyond British boundaries ; very few of them remaining 
Ihe Nova Scotians arrived five years afterwards, and found ths 
jAaoe in the wild state I have already described. 
After landing and fiKing upon tiie site of the new town lobt. 
built, one misfortune after another attended the infant oolony 
Sierra Leone. The commencement of the war rendered cummar-, 
nication to and from England very uncertain, as well as unfr 
quent, often detaining vessels at a time their cargoes were mo 
likely to be of use. The store-ship in the harbour was unforti 
* . iiately burnt with a consiilerable quantity of goods on board ; and 
"dist the setilers naturally murmured at the privations conae' 
I quent ou all these imtoward circumstances, matters were 
I Btill worse by an attack on the colony, in September, 1794, as 
r account of wliich I have had from more than one eye-wituess. 
It was upon a Sunday morning, and guus being heard oat 
«ea, the people rejoiced to think it was the long-es|jected " Harpy,' 
one of the Company's ships that had been for some 

jsly looked out for. But daylight discovered several latl 

French ships, which as they entered the harbour cnmmeoix 

»■ upon the town. " I was \n de street, poor ting 

inning of one good wuTOan,-w\ia is-^a-rtMSi 
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of relating ttiC occurrence of tpjat time, "aud seeing one big 
round ball skipping anil jumpiug before me, run after it trying 
to catch it ; — poor ling I I was young and knew no belter, when 
one old woman did [lull me back just as dis great ling burst with 
such terrible noise, smoke, and flatnes 1 Den wu all flung our- 
selves down on our faces, and de pieces passed over lis. 1, poor 
ting ! never been see one sliell before, and was so frightene<l 
when it did explode. Den we all been run to the hush, I and 
some otliers been go to Fa Demba's town, just dere where them 
fine farms live dow, and this old head man give us shelter ; but 
for two wliole day my own moder not able to find me, dere was 
sacli a hiding and sucii a panic ! Den after dey done buni Free- 
town, de big ships sail up de river to Bunoe Island, and when 
dey pass Granville Town, dey go burn it too. De French 
peofiles did not kill or hurt any of us, bnl oh I it was one terrible 
time I " 

It was indeed a disastrous occurrence to the colony, Th6 
bouses it had cost so much life, as well as money, to erect we» 
plnnilered and burnt, while the French wantonly destroyvd 
whatever they coidd not use. They scoured the town in tif*ai'oh 
of stock, which they kept shooting at all day, rendering U 
dangerous to walk in the streets ; books, plants, seeds, dried birdi 
and insects, were torn, trampled upon, and scattered about: 
telescopes, barometers, thermometers, and an electrical machine, 
shared the same fate; the church was pillaged, its pulpit and 
clock broken to pieces ; the apotliecary's sliop with every 
niediciiic in it was also destroyed ; vessels und boats were burnt, 
and when the " I-larpy " appeared at last, she was captured, the 
passengers robbed of their property, and all the cargu taken. 
The enemy sailed on the 13th of October, having, after many 
remonstrances from the Governor, first granted provisions to 
serve for the white people's citiisumptinn for no more tlian two 
or three weeks. 

Soon afterwards two otlier English vessels were seized near 
Sierra Leone, and the crews sent ashore, to sufTer, in common 
with the others, from a want of shelter and food. As might be 
expected, a general sickness broke out amongst the Kuropeant 
T all this excitement and distress, vilt«n IhftVoi * tA ttJrtiv^ 
w provisioiis, was felt luosl acv«id 
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worthy of notice that whilst the slave-traders, i 
neiglibonrhood, did all in their power to add to the hardahipN a 

lony at that time, the native chiefs, on the coniraiy, i 
ananiinous in rendering it every assistance. 

In giving you the foregoing sketch of the early days of thi 
Kttlemejit, I must acknowledge being parlly indebted for i 
particulars lo an inleresting little volnme of Church Missionaij 
taistoty that I have read since coming out last. 

Taking all the circumstances of their case into consideralio 
it is perhaps less to be wondered at than lameiifcd, that in 1800 
or the year fol In wing, the NovaScoLians rose in rebelliou againfl 
their governmedt, owing to a small quit-rent having been lev" 
upon the little fanns, on which, under so many disadvantage! 
they had laboured for seven years; though, when we reflect u 
the enormous outlay of money the colony liad cost, in BendiiJ 
vessds to evplore it at first, then incorporating the Compani 
bringing home, clothing, and educating natives ; and that t 
■ettlera themselves were receiving every encouragement, ai 
Mid protection from its Government, it seems lo have b«en b 
fiiir and reasonable thai they were required to contribute tb4 
mite to its support. 

Wten ihe insurrection was quelled, through the agency of th 
Maroimsj who arrived from Jamaica the same year, the mi 
disaffected of the settlers left their lands, and a few joined 1 
Timmanees in an invasion upon the colony. Those who reniaim 
however, seem to have acted at this crisis in a manner calculatf 
lo restore them entirely to the favour and esteem of their mie 

The Timmanees iwiceatCempted toseize thi^ place; iirst ii 
same year as the settlera' rising, and again in 1803. 
time it was rumoured throughout the colony, that the surroufldtn 
natives were going to rise, kill all the Europeans, and nuth 
slaves of the free blacks. As the old chief King Tom, bendt 
annually receiving many presents from the Company, was lib 
rally paid for the mere perraiicion of procuring water at t 
springs in Ilia territoi'y, — Ihe then Governor would not beliei 
that any snch treachery was meditated, until one day, opwan 
ef forty large canoes full of Timmanees were seen pulling tow 
King'tom'a Point. Tlien, aceoTi\\n^ lo the version | 
yytlie same person wboboastsonieT •jo\\\\i^v\^' 
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a grenade, — tlie settlers were tLe first to warn tlie G< 
who desired the uonien and cLiliiren lo cuuie up wilhin tlie walls 
of ihe fort, the old settler men arming themselves and coniing 
op too. Before gun-fire next morning, the Timmanee dmm was 
heard, and ai once a iai-ge liody of them attacked tlie fort, and 
as the Governor proceeded with lanterns to speak to the in- 
Eurgenls at tbe gat«, he was wouoiJed by s miiskut shot. Tlie 
few old settlers within (amongst wLoin was this woman's godfkthcr, 
the sheriff of the town) liaving been inured to fighting in 
America, now did good service, and shortly after daybreak the 
foe was obliged to retreat. 

" Oh den was de terrible sight ! " continued my informaot, hold- 
ing up her hands, " and de crjing amongst de women and children. 
One said. Look my fader ! — anoder, See my broder — or my son — 
or my liusband dead ! Dere was my own gudfaJer lying on de 
ground wounded and bleeding, and I spoke and spoke to him, 
hut he not able for give me answer, because he dead too, Deu 
in came de Maroons from Granville Town, aisd made cry and 
such a weeping and wailing I never been see before. Oh dM 
was one dreadful day — poor ting I I young girl den, and never 
been look upon bloodshed before." 

After many similar exclamations, she went on to tell me that 
then a wall was built round the town, and three gates and watch- 
houses erected — that at sevgn o'clock every evening the gates 
were shut, and no one allowed to go out or in, until the same 
hour next morning. Yet notwithstanding all these preparations 
and precautions, two years had scarcely elupsed when the report 
of a Timmanee invasion was again heard, but now the Maroons 
were a]l armed, and every one in readiness. 

" It was daylight dis time, and dey been come from Port Logo, 
and from up de river where Kissy now stands, and after landing, 
been march right into Freetown. Some of de women and 
children been go up to de fort, but I and two or tree oders 
remain in de house, which was where my godfader do Sherilf 
been live before. Be Timmanees not know dey been kill him 
toder time, so dey go straight to rial house, cause dey know it 
one headman's house, and so de firBt lo be taken and burnt. I 
)ok out of de window, and saw dcm cotmn^ wv lavve ^wsSi. 
At dem head been niaicli lie giee-gtefe wc -siXv^ vjawami 
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^^H beating one drum an'l dancing and making so many monke] 
^^^fe CEipeTs- She all liutig round wid strina^s of btmda and gree-gree 
^^^B and shells, to keep as dey been tink, de balls from striking « 
^^^H Tiiumaoees, and she wenl shaking, slinking, and jumping, jumpifi) 
^^^" all about, anil never ceased beating de dnitn. When dey b 

firing into de piazza, we been trow ourselves down, and calle 
upon Providence to keep the citj'. But soon dat body of del 
forced to flee— suppose no more den three Maroon men returue 

■ de fira from our windows. De Tlmnianee was divided into In 
parties to each uf de tree gates, and fighting — fighting beei] j 
on everywhere — but for all dat dej were all driven back, an 
not one of us killed, but some wounded. De Maroons vrera a 
bloodlirsfy dey would give no quarter, and all de bush about d 
town was eo full of de dead bodies of Timmanees, dat de Goverac 
been give order to trow de bodies into de sea — fearing 
pestilence go come by dem remaining in de bush. But de 
never come back no more, no ! no I dere grant! witch woms 

knot able for save dem, dey been get such fright dat time- 
Freetown ([uiet ever since." 
I have written down the settler's own words so far as I cr, 
remember them, as they convey an idea of the correctness, upo 
tfie whole, of the language of her people. But someof theyaungt 
branches of the Nova Scotians speak very weU, pronouncLog^ th 
the'n, &c. quite distinctly. In listening to these ancient r 
uf (lie colony (of course when I say ancient, I speak by com 
)n), it seems so strange to picture its now bare hills &nd liiit 
■ covered plains, where one may walk as securely as in the s< 
^of London, as at that period dark with pathless forests, I 
Bbering among their inhabitants the spotted leopard and imtniwi^ 
T«lephant, as well as the equally fierce heathen savage, 

Tet after all these troubles and commotions, the Nova Scotiai 
seem to have been very happy and comfortable for many yeam 
I people eultivaling their lands, and those of the youDEi 
who had remained after their imeute, either assisting tlieir pai«ol 
in i^icultural pursuits, or learning the trades of carpeatQ 
masons, tailors, &c,, under the auspices of the Sierra Xieo 
Company, by whom the colony was transferred to the Britig 
Goveniment in 1807. 
, Tiie interest evinced ui l\»cw -wftW ^tAft^Tftva wiVwJa.^' 
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rewards for reading, writing, anil needlework were bestowed by 
the hands of the Governor liimBelf, are topics on which they all 
love to dwell — never failing to contrast their then condition with 
what it now is. On asking one day of a venerable settler matron, 
what was the origin of the name of the " Widow's Brook," which 
she applied to a mountain rivulet at some distance — she told me 
it was so called from all h wd w of the NovaScotians giving, 
upwards of forty year a^, a g t feast on its banks lo tlje 
European inhabitants f th 1 y— adding in a very decided 
tone, " Ah ! dem were de g od ra I white people were while 
people den !" They al peak f Missionary's wife who a great 
many years since endea d I If y much to all the native 
women in (he place, by her kind manners and apparent auxiety for 
their welfare. She used to go freely into their houses, and teach 
them how to viaitage their different employments in the best way, 
^ving little presents at the same time, and had already made a 
visible improvement, not only by stimulating; them to industry, 
but by showing them there is a method to be ohservetl in all 
sorts of labour — when she fell a victim to the climate, " And 
oh !" to use their own words, " had you only been see her fiiiie- 
ral— de crowds of people dat follow — crying and weeping and 
wailing — you would have said it was dat of one great queen !" 

I have spoken to them of Mrs. Kilham and "'hat she had 
done ; but the seltlers, being oF a contrary religious persuasion, 
do not seem to appreciate the efforts which that lady made in 
this part of the world. 
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LETTER XXX. 

ing propeuailJGS of newly emancipated Negroes — Rtnsona (or t' 
deiiay of the SatllBri' fortiines — Their animosity tuwards the Liberat 
People — Siok-Quraas — Jubilee Dinner — Freetown Spring PasbionS' 
Sukey Webb — Visit to the Site of n Settler's FBrm Collide. 



I in 
Thi 
Fehrusry asth. 
Fbom the periud slaves taken by English ( 
be landed here, the early colotiista date their reverse of fniiuni 
their crnps being constantly stolen — their wood cut down ( 
burnt by these barbarous new-coniera — ^who nevertheless wet 
neither prevented from robbing and destroying their seiglibniir' 
property, nor punished afterwards. This was undoubtedly t 

fcase ; and now the same alasa of the Liberated steal with 
much assiduity from the older-established and more respectabl 
of themselves, and with nearly as much immunity. I have ei 
a gang of about a, hundred negroes, ingoing up and down betwee 
Freetown and the villages, enter the cassada-iieldB by the wa< 
and plunder wholesale, to the u Iter disheartening of the industrioi 
proprietors. But other causes operated in effecting a change < 
circumstances to t)ie settlers. 
About twenty-five years ago, house-rents and the prices ( 
labour here were exorbitantly high. Small hotiaes, containin 
no more tlian a couple of rooms on eacii floor, were let 1 
Government for 250^. and 300/. In a few years rents were r 
duced, but many of these people preferred allowing their hoiu 
to fall lo ruin rather tlian abate a few pounds of what they lu 
formerly been accustomed to receive. A carpenter's or mason^ 
daily wages were then six shillings, with three shillings additionaf I 
for his apprentice — most of the apprentices being Liberated I 
Africans, granted by Government, and upon them were laid dt 
parts of the work requiring the greatest manual exertion; 
that the young settler-apprentice, though ostensibly learninff 
useful trade, was not merely bToa^Vt, u-j rti cayw^ra.'tatlweidj 
II overweening iilea. of \uau\\n™i^x\a.M 
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The elder people indeed contitiued to labour, but as I vaa 
made early sensible on first coining to this place — tlieir children 
were never exercised in the same habits of industry and activity, 
little Liberated Africans being apprenticed out in as great iium- 
bera as was required by any head of a feniily.* By and bye, when 
these Liberated people became competent to work at the same 
trades as their haughty fellow-colonists, wages fell of course 
oonsiderably. But instead of competing with those they deemed 
so utterly their inferiors — the Nova Scotians, with few exceptions, 
withdrew from the field in disgust, some embarking in petty 
mercantile pursuits, where they were almost uniformly unfurtuoate, 
through giving credit to the natives l>eyDnd the jurisdiction of 
the colony ; others, without much thoughts of ihe future, living 
upon the money they had acquired in the golden age, but none 
of them making any permanently strenuoua effort to acquire 

Meanwhile many of the emancipated negroes were rising by 
degrees to comparative eminence and wealth, partly by their own 
diligence, and partly through the favour shown them by the 
Colonial Government ; while the settlers, feeling tliemsclves 
becoming more needy and neglected, in proportion as their over< 
wlielmingly numerous rivals advanced in afHuence and respecta- 
bility, regarded them with envy, jealousy, and hitter dislike. 

In illustration of how high this feelinj^ runs, I may mention 
that one old woman, after telling me flow hard it was to see the 
captured people petted and patronized so much, as to have an 
hospital, with " fine boarded floors" to go to when sick, besides 
so many sctiuols and teachers — summed up by exclaiming, — 
" Well ! it is only my wonder dat we settlers do not rise up in 
one body and kill and alaff — kill and xlai/ ! Dem Spanish and 
Porlugee sailors are quite right in making slaves ; I would do de 
very same myself suppose 1 were in dere place !" 

Indeed some years ago these charitable sentiments were par- 
tially put in practice, a poor Liberated woman, whom a settler had 
made his bride, being set upon by a mob of her husband's coun- 
try women, and well-nigh beaten to death. More recently, how- 
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ever, there have been one or two instances of iutermarriagei 
between them and the colony-born daughters of Liberateii 
parents. 

Amongst the Nova Scotians as the; now exiat, women pre> 
dominate in number, the greater portion of whom either go out 
as aick-nupses, or take into their own houses those Earopeana 
who are ill, and have no settled home liere, the most lucrative 
(for the settlers) of all emjiloymenls in this field of fever, and 
one commonly admitted to blunt and deaden the flner feelings oS 
its professed followers, in whatever country. Others ao 
them lake in washing and needle-work. Of the few men, uonti 
are cultivators of the soil ; some are engaged in trade, one i 
are master artisans, several are pilots, but nearly all of the latteo 
are also preachers in some one of the very many chapels oj 
Tarious sects that are sprinkled over the streets of Freetown 
and its outskirts. Those who still retain their original grants fA 
land, let them out to Liberated Africans, on condition of obtain* 
ing half the produce. 

But the masons, carpenters, sawyers, 4c., as well as laundressei^ 
of this caste — having the main portion of Uieir respective employ* 
ments performed by Liberated Africans — cannot of course 
their labour at the same rate as those of the latter, who unassisted 
follow similar callings, and thus the settlers do not obtain en 
ployraent so readily as their despised competitors. 

The settlers too have not only been always accustomed to tl 
necessaries of life, but rather incline to extravagance so fitr : 
regards eating and drinking, whilst the habits, in that respect, d 
even the most civilized among the Liberated are exceedingljt 
simple, temperate, and frugal. Then, while the ^'reat bulk ol 
the latter class wear anything beyond the scantiest clothing as a 
mere gala-day ornament, to be thrown aside at all other times — 
silk or muslin gowns, flounced and furbelowed — white veils — gay 
shawls — a snpeTahnndance of rich coral neoklaeea — bright pink. 
or lilac parasols — are considered but necessary articles of dreaS< 
by many of the Nova Scotians, 

When my daughter was married," said one of the eldet 
people to me, " she been wear one white silk dress I been send 
Jfer to England six montliB Vietote — qnw \t 's^ wvie robe of very 

white net, I been buy ^e^^ ^''^ ^"''^^ &VfflvQ% ia ■^^■^. 'Safc, 
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had on at church one white silk bonnet, and afterwanlij, al de 
dinner I give on de occasion, one while turban all trimmed wid 
rosea, — and she been look well, oh ! so well !" 

Yet this identical family think nothing of dunning you fur 
green tea, sugar, bottles of wine and ale, white cambric poeket- 
hand kerchiefs, lace edgings, and a multitude of things I cannot 
enumerate. Nay, though you generally anticipate their reqiieslj', 
and have some little trifle in readiness for them, its bestowal 
seems but to open their hearts to beg for more. I am told too, 
that some of them have beaufetd decorated wiih old-fashioned 
silver plate, yet they ever complain of poverty, liard time«, and 
the injustice of Government in countenancing people who nnce 
were slaves — quite forgettm^ they are themselves but the de- 
scendants of slaves, 

It is merely to a few of them, wjio go out as sick -nurses, that 
my personal acquaintance with the Nova Seoiians extends, though 
in this capacity I have seen but too mucli of them, espeoially 
since we last came out. And as they are persons of whose 
services every European who vLsils Sierra Loone must sooner 
or later have need, it may not be out of place lo observe that 
their daily ws^es vary from five to seveu shillings; while their 
continually telling you of the many " foine presents" made to tliem 
by every patient tliey have nursed, conveys a hint you may take 
or not, as you like. Provided you keep them in good liumour, 
and let them have wine and spirits ad libitum by day and night, 
they testify their gratitude, as soon as you beg^ lo recover, by 
recommending you to breakfest off Westphalia ham ; and instead 
of doling out the prescribed lea-spoonfuls of Madeira, will liasli 
nearly half the contents of the decanter into your glaAs, wkli a 
liberality that speaks more for their readiness of doing a» they 
would be done by, than for their skill and common seniie. 

Yet, seriously, although you cannot help bring uncomforb 
sensible of the contrast between even the most attentive i 
intelligent of these negro women, and English attenilai 
general, the settlers are still so immeasurably miperior, In ■ 
external gloss of civitbiation, to ihe common herd here, iliAt 
are naturally led lo regard ihem with laTOiir, t 
such little aifs and whima as they choow \0 K 
aad wbicb ate taenly exhibited lo give ^oa « 
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all-panmoiint importance in this " Graveof lheBritisli,"as thar 
demeaiiuur towards yourself is iar more humble and respectful 
than could possibly be expected from people who liave little idea 
of the distinctions of society as they exist at home, and who, al 
the same time, possess a too high opiniou of themselves, with a 
disposition deeply imbued with selfish pride and obstinate pre- 
judices. 

1 have, however, seen few persons whom you can more highly 
gratify by showing anything like an interest in their history, and 
although they usually give you to undereland that climbing to this 
solitary place, merely to attend upon a patient, is a stretch of 
complaisance not lightly to be appreciated — the same individuals 
think nothing of coming up, perhaps a week or two afterwards, 
for the sole ostensihle reason of paying me a visit! If admitted 
(which they often are, for the sake of my gathering a little 
information about themselves), after many a sweeping curtsey, and 
well-worded apology for encroaching upon my lime, — they seat 
themselves — arrange the folds of their usual garb, that consists 
of scarlet moreen petticoat, yellow silk shawl, and light cotton 
print gown; lay aside the high-crowned black beaver hat, in 
order that the almost equal jetty countenance it shades may 
contrast to greater advantage with the snowy kerchief head- 
dress ; or if the party be young, to display the hair either clipped 
and disposed in fantastic sliapes like some antique yew-tree of a 
Dutch garden, or else twisted into short stiff plaits, which give 
the head the appearance of being stuck over with so many black 
crayons; — after all which preliminaries they begin to talk— the 
most venerable amongst them launching forth in querulous com- 
plaints of their present condition, and grumbling at the 
" Liberated," lamenting above alt the things the beating of drums 
and firing of muskets that goes on from sunset to sunrise, not so 
much because such noises disturb people's rest, but because — 
De Tiramanee might come E^ain, and siioot half of us before 
idnight, and who could tell it was de Timmanee, when de 
same drum is allowed to be beat from night till morning, and de 
loaded muskets are popping off here and popping; off derC) 
when honest people should be asleep in bed 1"* 
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But their animosity is Dot displayed towards llie Liberated 
Africans alone ; the Maroona are equally liated by the settlers, 
and indeed even more so, as I was told by one of them that 
tliey would sooner intermarry with the emancipated negroes than 
with the' Maroona, I asked the same old dame, who really 
seemed not to have a good word for any body, why she did not 
emigrate to the West Indies, now that so many fine ships were 
sent out to convey all who chose to so ; but the very question 
seemed to fill her with horror, " No no, marm 1 de first move we 
settlers make will be to de church yard I" and she continued her 
conversation in a still more discontented tone than before, 
crying down Demerara and Trinidad as the worst places under 
the sun, and repeating several nonsensical tales of the fatality of 
these climates, especially to black people. 

The middle-aged, on the contrary, try to impress you with an 
idea of their comfort and respectability as a class, tell you of their 
jubilee dinner, when all the men of the Nova Scotians sat down 
to a table graced by eight roast pigs, some dozens of roast ducks, 
and (colonial rarity !) a " young veal" with many a lusury in 
the shape of ham, pickled pork, cabbies, porter and paie ale; 
of the remnants of which repast the wives and daughters, after 
officiating as waiters, partook in all due humility and contented- 

But nothing amused me so much as the young matron of the 
rose-wreathed turban, after telling me that such and such a 
merchant had received a whole cargo of English straw bonnets, 
so beautiful that all the settlers of any taste had henceforth 
resolved to discard hats, gravely b^^ing to be the medium of 
sending me up a quantity of the said bonnets to choose from, 
seeing they had become so iashionable among the blacks of 
Freetown I ! 

Speaking of shops then reminded her tiiat it was very difficult, 
if not impossible, to get needles in the stores in town, the 
" Liberatwi " buying them all up to hawk through the country, 
and therefore my very self-possessed visitant stretched her great 
black hand, all glittering with silver rings, across to my work- 
box, adding with a complacent smile, " So I shall just make bold, J 
if yon please, marm, to help myself to some of youi fc% ^vm^'^iV ^ 
I Tie settlers are very strict in iHe o\i\.-*;a.ti (Jowttv^^i'i-^ ^ , 
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religion, attending', I believe, both luorniiig and evening serviceri 
daily, at their " meeting-houses," and profe^ their different seels 
to be ot^hoots from the Wesleyaji Methodists. 

Notwithstanding that ludicrous sort of pride and self-esteem, 
whidi leads all the younger scions of the Nova Scoliaos to con- 
labour as something &x more disgraceful and degrading ia 
itself than idleness or begging ; there is no question but that thosai 
who were grown op when they came over here from America, werfli 
an industriously disposed and intelligent class of persons. 

I was conlirnied in this opinion by a visit to the deserted aits 
of one of the original settler farms ; formerly the property of 
its occupant, an old matron named Sukey Webb, famed for her 
habit of courteaying, almost as much as for her diligence ; and 
who, having often many a humble and importunate request, bad 
her will drawn out in the quaintest of approved forms, by the 
colonial advocate for tlie crown— used to bring the precious 
document from its place of safe keeping, and show it to htx 
visitors, as that of which she was proudest of all things ehe 
possessed. 

Extract from Joumal. 

February I8(A. — A cold sunless morning, afterwards be 
ing very hot ; glass 86" to 88° in the shade. Set off early to the 
high hill above Mount Oriel, that one over which the grey 
murky fogs linger so long in the rainy season, so that often eves 
when the sun is shining blithely everywhere else, atiil one con- 
spicuous tree on that hill looms through the mist, like the tall 
mast of a ship at anchor on a wintry sea. After passing through 
the Bose-apple Glen — no longer the very darkly shaded place it 
was five years ago, though sheltered and beautiful enough yet-^ 
we struck off the regular path, into one traced by ourselves i 
ascended, and where the brown, withered-up stalks of the Guinea 
grass, bending across each other and twisting and tangling, made 
the route seem as if it lay over a forest of bristling walking-ct 
while the great loose rocks scattered upon the blackened sur&ce 
of t)ie ground reminded me of a quarry. Stones about the siEV 
of caunon-balls were strewed so thickly on the steep ascent, that 
my sure-footed little donkey could scarcely step without treading 
Vpon them, A few low s\iru.\i\ty ^\a.n\a, V\& \iffl.Mi^ w»x<it«ii; 
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brown and red, had a peculiarly dreary aspect, and nothing 
looked green and bright on tlie steep slope, save the fresh young 
blades of grass that contrived to pierce singly through the ashes. 
We passed under the fine live forest-tree which, being about 
fifty feet high ere it sends out a branch, has always struck me as 
ao remarkable an object, standing almost alone upon the bleak 
hillside. The ground near it was covered with its half-burnt 
fruit, which the country-people say is excellent for making 
" palaver sauce." Our attendants stopped to pick up a quantity 
of these productions, that look like coarse apples squeezed Sat on 
each side, and are liard as wood. I had some of them split open ; 
a strong fibrous substance, of a bright yellow colour, surrounds 
a white kernel, which is the part eaten after cooking by the 

Fanyah gathered her pinafore full, and after reaching home 
had a great deal of amusement in preparing them. I tasted one, 
and thought it very insipid. 

Ab we ascended I turned round every few minutes to look at 
the different pictures the view presented. First taking our house 
as the central object, it greets us with an animated face ; there 
the goats (at this distance diniinislied to the size of rabbits) are 
bounding about from crag to crag, or browsing in the shade 
under the coffee-trees; and there a couple of white-garbed 
domestics are busy, taking advantage of the shortlived coolness 
to gather oranges for the day's consumption ; while another in 
blue woollen blouse and smart straw-hat, by not loitering to hold 
a conversation with the lubourers employed with pickaxe and 
hoe upon the broad lerrace-walk, as he leads a prancing horse 
from the far stable to that near the house, shows that he is intent 
upon being ready to attend his master to town by and bye ; and 
here two figures appear in sight, wending their way homewards, 
one crowned by a bundle of grass almost bulky enough to thatch 
a house, and at which the horses' hearts must rejoice this pare bed - 
up weather, the otlier by a huge log of wood, that would make 
a right merry blaze on ao English hearth, this same month of 
February. 

Three steps further, my patient donkey turns round mechani- 
cally and I B^ae dottii on our rocky hill, as it &t&.vid«t\K}>^ 
^fctbefor^Toiind, well clothed with \erd\iTe l\\'a,'i^o"«' 
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richer aud denser as it deepens down towards ihe ravine, wbich 
fomtiug from thb poiut a narrow vista, (pves tiie barracks as 
its ferlhest extremity ; and for ouce ibe very barracks look pretty, 
hemmed in as they appear by a frame of green trees ; tlie h" 
wliich the Garrison stands, and part of the buildings at its foot, 
become visible as we mount higher ; then Freetown and its 
I adjacent huts — the Wilberforce hills and tiie wide blue sea, that 
indescribably refresliing feature in tropical scenery. 

At last, passing through an old dilapidated stone wall, 
came to the very summit — where the grass-grown mounds that 
marked the place of the former garden-like beds — ii few mango, 
orange, and locust-trees — with llie relics of a plantation of cotton- 
shrubs growing dispersedly within a fence, whose remaitiiug 
sticks showed themselves in thick, broken pollard-like stems — ■ 
gave sure but dreary proof that the hand of careful cultivation 
had once been there. No trace, however, is now left of the solitary 
dwelling which formerly stood on thb mountain, aud where an 
old settler woman lived under the shade of her friendly fniit- 
treea ; and who used to cultivate, amongst native fruits and 
vegetables, substantial English cabbages, which s!ie carried daily 
to Freetown market, where they met with a ready sale, being 
duly appreciated alike by settler and European. 

As I looked round the deserted spot, that after so many yeara 
of neglect and spoliation still bears witness to its ancient posses- 
sor's industry, I felt quite a respect for the memory of the worthy 
old woman who had once through lier care and management had 
this quite a sheltered and beautiful place. Indeed trees are all 
it now wants, the scenery around being magnificent. 

Passing over the often -described Sugar- Loaf and IjeicestW 
mountain ranges, with the sea-view in the other directioi 
immediately in front rose a breastwork of hills, destitute of tr 
and verdure, except in the ravines that partly separate them— 
over the top of the lowest, at the extreme left, appeared part o! 
the Bunce river that branches off from the wide Mitomba, and oi 
its quiet surface otje small island threw a patch of shadow; 
Advancing a few paces further, we overlooked the road to Kis^ 
winding along at the base of the mountains- — the dense bush thai 
JiJties the precipitous gorge foTmed h^ a rapid-running streani 
which empties itself iuto "toMxaV \ia.-j— a.ni \.W \a\aMSi ~ 
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situated planked bridge we drove acrosa in one of my first ex- 
cursions in this country. I could not distinguish the depth of 
the ravine from the height where we were — all below us seeming 
flat as a map — the race-course peninsula — the sile of Granville 
Toivn— the roaris with their border of huts and fruit-trees, 
looking like strips of reddish -brown ribbon edgcrf with green — ■ 
while the two or three white-washed villas of Europeans glittered 
brightly in the now overpoweringly hot snn — in this bird's-eye 
peep all being softened into neatness and regularity of disposal. 

There are certainly few spots that can boast of so much natiiral 
grandeur and beauty as Sierra Leone, yet you feel that the want 
of wood, the absence of cultivation and of animal life, in the 
grim bare hills, is neither entirely counterbalanced by the 
sublimirj of the frowning peaks and yawning chasms, nor by the 
distant prospect of the opposite shore, the silvery river and iia 
Bleeping islands. 

I looked on those to-day, and then turned to the immediate 
objecis around me. A large tree, charred and partially burnt, 
lay prostrate and uprooted close by tis, telling not only of man's 
neglect, but of the strengtii of storm and tempest in this lunil. 
There the once smiling orchard-trees were fast yielding iheir 
territory to the rest of the wilderness, their unpruned branches 
loaded with, instead of their own golden riches, the withered 
leaf-nests of a horde of red ants. The graceful boughs of the 
locust-trees alone were exempt from these intruders. The very 
grass, if I might Judge from the stamping and uneasiness of my 
long-eared steed, was alive with them, and as I rode under the 
orange-branches a few stragglers found their way from my 
bonnet to my face, which was far from being agreeable, and 
eaused me to retreat to a more respectful distance. All around 
was wild beyond expression; the yellow flowers of the few 
cotton-bushes (vere actually the only flowers I saw. Nut even 
a lilac ipomea twined itielf up the tall stalks of the Guinea grass, 
nor yet a common blue pea-blossom amongst that of lower 
growth. Only one bird, abeautifiil red-winged pigeon, flew past ; 
and a rustling in the grass attracted me just in time to see a 
living animal, Ihat 1 fancied to be a wild pig, scamper down the 
brow of the hill, but which it seema vbs a. ^B.^%e -^Qx^jwjvMt. 
Nolbiog eke beyond ourselves broke tVc s\\enca BSii »^Wi^'** 
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except tlie distant appuritioD of a Iialf-cluthed savage, beariDg on 

s hea.ll a bly of peeled cassada, and followed by a gaunt, siuisteiv. 

looking dug. 

We returned by another path, which waa exactly a very steep 
flight of the roughest atone steps, and when we came nearer 
Mount Oriel, aa I compared its aspect with that of the place wa 
had juat left, and then glanced over to our own green hill with 
its home features, 1 felt quite melancholy to think that i 
likelihood a few years hence will find our house fast hastening- 
to ruin, the pretty shady paths on which so much care has been 
bestowed, alt grown over with grass and weeds, and the trees 
that fihelter them given a prey to the flames and cutlasses a 
" bush-thieves," aa well as to those of more honest cultivators 
their nalive soil. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

First hasty Impreseions rogHrding ihe Natives — Second ConaideratioDS — 
Missionaries — Love of Leoruing displayed by Liherated Africuns — 
Domestio ServanCs — Thiar FondneBS for Writing — An "Affectionate 
Butcher" — Good disposition of a little Koseo Girl — Different Tribes — 
National Marks — OmamentE. 

February— March 16th. 
However pbilantbropically disposed you luay be towards the 
negro on taking up your residence at Sierra Leone, so soon as 
the first novelty of situation wears off, the indolence, stupidity, 
and want of tidiness (to say nothing of graver faults) of the only 
persons you have to depend upon as domestic servants, throw 
you iato a sort of actual despair. You teach, persuade, remon- 
strate, lecture, by turns; your words are listened to witli a 
good-humoured apathy, but neither your rhetoric nor example 
effecting the slightest improvement, you begin to doubt whether 
the negro be gifted with any good quality or mental capacity 
whatever, and feel irresistibly led to include the whole race in a 
most sweeping kind of condemnation. 

" Use lessens marvel," it is said ; and as time wanes by, custom 
rendering you less fastidious, trifling physical discomforts become 
less felt, and you look to the causes of all this semi-barharism 
in a place that has been colonized and under British rule for 
upwards of half a century ; and upon duly examining and weigh- 
ing these causes, come to a totally opposite conclusion to that 
you were at first inclined to adopt ; the disadvantages under 
which the blacks emancipated here liave laboured, striking you 
far more than the partial advantages they have enjoyed. 

As a people, they have been enslaved and oppressed for upwards 
of four hundred years, and even this solitary consideration tells 
us, that to form an unbiassed judgment of the liberated Africans, 
we must not institute comparisons between them and the lower 
classes of our own free England. BrougUl beit vn. ii. eXa-Vfe o'i- 
utter Aegradatioa and barbarism, whetei l\\e \a.«^'>i^'e4i "^'«*^ 
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and customs are totally new to them — where Europea 
society is by far loo limited to aflfurd an example of civilization 
as it exists at home, and where, excepting- the patient, pious, i 
indefatigable Missionary, there are very few to guide, teach, i 
instruct the minds of these ignorant heathens, — it is surprisinyj 
to find so many of the liberated Africans advanced to tlie degree:! 
they are; more especially as shiploads of negroes, in their rudesCfl 
condition, constantly arriving here, are the means of keeping up,l 
and perpetiialing amoug;st tiie others all the prejudices i 
practices of their own savage nations. 

Nothing con exceed the pains taken in teaching the people bf ■ 
the different Missionaries, among whose ranks mortality is raotffl 
aivfully frequent: but yet their numbers are not adequate loT 
ensure to the whole of the vast population here the benefit* 
of instruction in the tliorough manner it must be conveyedyfl 
ere we can look for its fruits in tliat improvement of mind, 
heart, and soul which a right knowledge of our holy religion iin 
all its truth, purity, simplicity, and beauty, is calculated I 
produce. Still, to a certain degree, they have seen their labauif 
rewarded, and of their dense and orderly congregations it is IftS 
be hoped that the greater part are not merely Christians i 
outward profession, but to the utmost extent of their abilities.^ 
Yet many, many of the liberated Africans are savages in everj 
sense of the word, whilst numerous others, who were either 
never at school, or else taken away ere they had made the least 
progress, apprenticed out in early childhood to the rudest and most 
ignorant of their country people, although they have grown up 
conforming externally to a few of the most striking usages of 
civilized life, in every other respect are as barbarous as the lowest 
slave in their own country. 

But when we read and think of the miserable degradation of 
mind, the superstitions and horrid practices of the tribes of the 
interior; and then loo I: at the quiet, sober, lighthearted, indi- 
viduals of these very barbarous tribes, whether pursuing their 
way to market, going out in their tiny fishing-skiffs, culrivatiog 
their little &rms, wailing upon jou at table, or in the superior 
occupaiions of tradesmen and mechanics ; we perceive that it is 
lot so much intellect the ne%tciwaw'iB,*%^'«ider iieid of example J 
and encourag'ement from ol\ieT8,Va \»i.i'n\\\v 
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his Creator has given him. They are undoubtedly a lazy and 
indolent race naturally, yet it should be borne in mind that the 
same degree of exertion can never be expected from them, as 
from the inhabitants of more temperate climateB, for under the 
iiercely burning; sun of these latitudes, the strength even of the 
black man flags. This want of energy shows itself in the mind 
as well as the body, yet when obliged to exert their thinking 
faculties, I have found some of the liberated children not only 
intelligent, but what one would actuallj- term clever. The 
younger people and children, whether liberated or colony-born, 
show a much greater aptitude and fondness for learning than you 
commonly find ainoiigtst tlie lower dashes at liome ; very possibly, 
however, because here there are no factories, no collieries, no 
mines, in short no employment of any kind calculated to cramp 
mind and body alike of the happy negro-child, who passes away 
jiis life in an atmosphere of idleness and freedom, the pride of 
his unlettered parents, who think every thing desirable or needful 
fully gained when their son can read and write ; or when their 
daughters can read, sew, and mark. 

But gratifying as it is to see a hitherto despised and degraded 
people making rapid progress in the plain branches of edueiitiou, 
it is not to be denied that something more is wanted in our 
servants than a knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic ; — 
and a striking error in the judgment of the negroes is the opinion 
that anything in the siiape of toork is not compatible with even 
the slightest degree of education. I can only account for this by 
supposing that in their own minds the idea of slavery is as yet 
loo closely associated with that of work. You never, in conse- 
quence, see them taking that pride in their ordinary manual 
occupations which we often perceive in persons similarly em- 
ployed at home. Your pantry domesticH (in many instances 
mere boys, it is true) sit down to read, write, or otherwise amuse 
themselves, leaving plates, knives, cups, and platters, just as they 
had been used, and your only chance of a clean glass, spoon, 
or fork, is to say, on finding them put on table afler but a very 
superficial cleaning, "Now until these be properly douc, I shall 
give you neither paper, pens, nor ink," 
^^I have discovered this to be tlie ouV^ mea»4 o^ ^eVivw^'C^.t 
^BKsgvT servants to be attentive or tvd^,ttui\ 'Cwiii^^^.^Sf*^ fl 
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sign of their dispositions tliat it ia always successful. How ofta^r 
at actiool is a double lesion given as a punighmeat ! — I find herit 
it is counted a reward. 

If these young people would only show the same alacrity 
clieerfulnera in learning to work, that they do in Jearning " boolt,' 
they might soon become valuable servants, as indeed some of 
them, comparatively speaking, have. My first Sarah, for ii 
stance, became exceedingly useful, though a mere ignorant child 
when she came to me ; and Fanyah too is now not far behind!] 
her predecessor, though she lias not had ilie same advanCageti 
in seeing how things are managed in " white man's country. 
"When teaching them anything new in the way of useful house^ 
hold duties, both of these little people liave often remarked ii 
rather a querulous tone — " Ah, ma'am ! me can nebber do di 
ting!" to which I would answer, 

"Oh yes! — but you will by and bye, when you try 
you see / can do it, and why should you not ? " " Caiise W 
person can't do all same as white person, — dey no savey 
invariably the next answer, uttered with great decision. 

" And wliat matter tliey no savey ? Let me look at your hand 
(the hand being held out, the head wonld be then hung dowi 
and the lips pouted) : " well 1 now you have quite as many finger* 
as I have, and I don't see why black person's hand not as good 
as white person's hand to do anything, — come now, like a good 
girl, and let me see how nicely you will do tliis." 

By this time the lips had usually relaxed their pouting- 
eyes would brighten up, anil the duty being set about, they foui 
that when ooce they tried willingly they seldom foiled of si 
6o that now I have considerably less trouble than I had 
first experience of this outlandish manage. 

Hackneyed and subject to ridicule as tlie theme be, I must 
observe that this is a country and climate where the want of 
proper domestic attendance falls heavily upon Europeans. Ton 
may form some iiiea of the useiessness of the generality of native 
female servants here, when I mention that out of the very few 
European ladies in the colony, several have often preferred being 
without a female attendant, to the trouble and annoyance of 
breaking one in. 
Sometimes a white nurae oi\ai\'v;'3ma:vi\\'ia\ieeii\nii>a.'^\. 
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but they have, with perhaps but two exceptions, fallen viutims 
to the baneful climate; and iudeed it is a respousibility not 
lightly to be incurred, bringing any ODe in such capacities out 
to a pestilent land like this. 

But to return to the .blacks. One of our Liberated African 
servants, who has been with us nearly all tlie time we have spent 
here, rather surprised me lately, by begging that liis colony- 
born son might be taken and initiated into the mysteries of 
white man's service, in our household ; and really tliis boy does 
credit to the school (conducted by the Church Missionaries) at 
which he has been brought up. lie not only can explain the 
meaning- of what lie reads, but every clay fills a [la^re of his 
" copy-book " with a story, usually out of the Bible, but written 
down from memory. The handwriting is good and the history 
always correct, but being composed in " black man's English," 
it is really impossible not to smile sometimes at the language. 
In a treatise (or whatever it may be called) on England, the com- 
mencing sentence is, " England is one very fine colony, the 
very best of all the colonies in the world." 

The negroes here are certainly touched with the " caooethes 
scribendi." If one come to ofier himself as cook, groom, or 
pantry servant, besides his written character obtained from 
former masters, he sends up a document, purporting to be written 
by himself, which sets forth his qualifications in a highly origiiial 
style; whiie a person coming on any other business commonly 
anuuuDces hi:< errand in the same way. Nay, one morning 
the market- messenger brought me up the following ludicrous 
note : — 

" Please, madam, I very sorry no mutton live in market this 

" Your affectionate butcher, 

" John Macaulat." 
I mean to send you some other specimens* of their literary 
acquirements, from which you will perceive they delight in 
using fine sounding words, though evidently often without 
knowing their meaning. The love of learning exists equally 
n Faayaiii ybo giv ea proof of a mentaV ca.^a£\V^ \ vnesei *»»> 
' Kte Appendix. 
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excelled by any black child, whether Liberated or colony-borfl 
though the latter are generally thought to surpara the others ii 
abilities. After her Bible lesson one Sunday, she asked i 
i?hetlie]' I thought, had Adam not eaten the forbidden fruit whevj 
it was oifered him by Eve, he would have been allowed. 1 
remain in Paradise ; — a question which betokened a depth c 
thought one could never have looked for in a child of hei 
I caniiot better give you an idea of Fanyah'a disposition than b]| 
the following incident; — She had been rather rebellio 
headstrong one day, and on being found fault with, showed a 
much ill temper, that as a punishment I desired her 
stand in a corner of my room, telling her she was at liberty ti 
come out whenever she wbhed to be good. I dare say eight J 
minutes elapsed ere she entered the piazza, and coming up tO'l 
me, asked pardon in quite a mild tone of voice: I epoke to hec 
a few serious words, when she interrupted me by saying, " WhCB 
I first been wish to leff corner and come ask pardon, de devUfl 
always say to me, No, don't go— bnt de good spirit say, Go — and J 
I listen to de good spirit and come: and so you been forgive nie^V 

Although by no means active, thi« little girl's docility a 
diligence lead me to think, if she be a fair specimen of her peopl 
generally, that the Kossoea are very superior to all the r 
the Liberated negroes. Not that I have had experience { 
individual cfiaracter out of more than one or two of the rarioud 
tribes composing that portion of the black community known sj 
Liberated Africans, some idea of whose diversity may be gathurei 
from the fact, that though externally forming one \ 
body of people, nearly forty distinct languages are spolce^ 
amongst them. Indeed I know but little of the tribes, beyond 
the names by which they are distinguished, and which are usua]l<q 
though not always, identical with that of the countiy when 
they were taken. There are Congoes — Coanzoes — Coromanlinfr- 
Calftbars — Bonnys— Bassas — Mo koes — Eygies — Tapuas— 
soea — Pawpaws — Eboes — and Akus, or Eyoes, 

The latter, from whose ranks our domestic servants are cliirf 

obtained, and so called from thesalutation in their own dialect a 

meeting, — come from ■Ya.tii.WV,— a wraWa^ Vjui^ between t 

Jringdom of Dahomey and lVe^\^t,«\i.VvVt ■^twi.^ Aks«,-m 
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of Badagry in the Bight of Benin for its principal seaport. Tliey 
are unquestionably tlie most painstaking and industrious amongst 
all tlie X.iberated population ; and probably tbe most numerous, 
although dividing themselves again into several different clans. 
" My couutry is to the other Aku countries what England is to 
this place," said an old Aku in reply to some questions respecting 
his nation, and, evidently much flattered thereby, added lie would 
write a book about his country and send it to me ; and shortly 
afterwards I received a written paper, in which, after mentioning 
that it was six days' journey from " the great salt water," the 
grandeur and extent of his country, with its king's Louse, fitly 
feet high, strong walls, and seven gates, through wbicb any person 
wishing to enter the town would have to pass, was set forth 
in somewhat extiavagant terms, its only drawback being that 
other nations altrays come and steal his country- people and sell 
them for slaves. In this careiiilly-penned history, a wisb tLat 
Missionaries might go to Ephee, as he called the place, was more 
than once expressed in these words : " If those Missionaries 
catch to ray land, there will be no more war in any Country, for 
we will have peacemakers." 

The Eboes are natives of the town and district of that name, — 
or, OS it is sometimes written, Ibbo — Aboh — or Heebe, — situated 
on the right bank of the Kiger, and I believe tlie first of any 
importance reached after crossing tite bar of the river. Though 
perhaps equally enterprising with the Akus, the Eboes are con- 
sidered to be, even in their civilized state, a more savagely disposed 
race ; yet their women are said to have made the most willing 
and laborious slaves in the West Indies, in days when the inhuman 
traffic was considered legal ; as of the men of all the Slave-tribes, 
the Joloffs were esteemed the best. The Pawpaws, who appear, 
from the few examples I liave seen, to be a peculiarly t]uiet and 
harmless set of people, come from that part of the coast on the 
Bight of Benin called Great and Little Fopoe. The Calabars and 
Bonnys are natives again of the sea-coast, towards the leA of tlie 
Niger, in the Bight of Biafra. These Bights — great wide bays 
at each aide of the mouth of the Niger— swarm everlastingly with 
slave-ships, and are amongst the places most closely guarded by 
k it was a Calabav ne^TQ ot -sVQwi'Op.t ^ks^^ 

(old, that wbea on his trial at the 6e58\oua \iete foT *«m.ei fi>as«i 



SS8 HESIHENCE AT SIEBB* LEONE. tteT- »S 



I 



or olln^f) iie was askeil if iie bad any objection lo tlie peraoni 
serving its jurors. The firs t pointed out to tbe (!i'iminal was i 
fat niddy-faced European, and on the Calabar-man aliaktng bii^ 
head with " I no savey," — the question was Iranalated iiilo d 
English by the interpreter as he again pointed to tbis juror, s 
" Do you Iil:e uiii ? " A grin of inteiligeuce spreuil i 
■able countenance of the prisoner as lie replied wilh great ferf 
vour,— " Yes — me like for nyam um."* Tbe stigma of n 
Eating ratlier attaches itself therefore to the Culabars and Bonnyft 

The Congoes, as their name imports, tome from the kiiigdbi^ 
of Congo, many degrees farther to the south, and though t 
esoeedingly Itarbarous and inferior tribe in their rude stale, in 
I am told, well-disposed and diHgent oieniljers of the free l 
community here. Their village is prettily situated on a riuuv 
groimil, amidst wooded bays, betweeji Freetown and the Capa 
and the inhabitants are almost all fishermen. Thu Coanzoes a 
natives of Angola, and, I understand, not so swarthy a 
of the Liberated people. 

The Baasas, or people of Giund Bassa, which is utuatat 
considerably to the south of Cape Falmas, approach in appetmuica 
and character to the Kroomea or Grebos of the latter place. 

The Coromantina come from Cape Coast, a place rendered i^ 
peculiar interest to Englishmen as being the grave of L. £. I^ 
The Kossoes ai-e the natives of Mendi, that party of the couiiti? 
to wliich the Gallinas river lea^s, and are thus qnite close to ll)^ 
peninsula of Sierra Leone. The Tapuaa come from Nufi, wiiUa 
the Mokoes, distinguished for their large and clumsUy-shaped 
bands and feet, and the Eygies also, seem, from the scanty infbru^ 
tion I can glean, to be natives of the interior cauntriee watered 
by the Niger ; all I can learn of the latter is, that not content 
with the usual gashing mid tattooing of their complexions, tiiej 
mark their foreheads in various figures, and pull the skin over tJid 
eyes in Vandykes ! But not only do the Lil>erated themselvM 
appear with carved faces and arms, they mark even their e 
born children in tlie same way ; as besides the beanty to i 
A&!can eye, in these embossed patterns, it seems to keep up I 
butter feeling betwixt them and tiiose of their parents' countr 
ia 'iiho»X& emancipated litive. It is also associated In 
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inin'ls «itli a. distim^iion uf rank, having themselves tlisfigtired 
tlius, being considered a badge of high birth. But I enuld 
scarcely liave fancied any of them heroic enough to ioflJct such a 
torture on themselves, until, the other day when tt young girl of 
less repulsive countenance than many of the Liberated, appeared 
with her formerly smooth black cheeks iinpreBsed with four 
bideouB scars, the disringuishing Aku mark; and my inquiries 
elicited that she had done it herself with the acrid juice of the 
cashew-nut. A leopard's tooth tied round the wrist is a badge 
of freedom, and in the interior caunot be worn by the cliild of a 
glave. A circlet of ivory round the wrist is another favourite 
neDt. 
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LETTER XXXn. 

Airs assumed bj the Colony-bora Children of liberated AfricanB — Traiiii 
SpfculatiOQE — Stale of Agriculture — Sellers of Kice ^ JaEoaicB Oo 

— Vegetable Gridiron — Freetown Market-place — Wooden Dre«ii] 
CoinliB — MaiE uDd Boaketi — Country-mBde Pumiture — DiSertmt kin 
of Wood — Mason and CarpeDter Work — Negro Domicile* — Snpen 
tione — Alni Devils — Dandng — Gree-grees — Watch-liuta — AGnsb 
Furm — Pilfering Habits of the lilacks — " Nevei-die " — CompaHci 
between Sierra Leone and Weat Indiin Negroes in faiour of ibe fbm 

— Usual rate of Servants' Wages — A pertinacion* Thief — Gloir-won 

— A Cricket in the Store-room — Colooy-led Beef and Motion. 

April 14. 
I THITIK I meritiooeci in an early letter from this place, t 
there were instiuicea of the blacks here amassing considerab: 
wealth by their own exertions, and rising up to be influential JU 
respectable members of their own Eociety. But it is almost I 
every case actually those only who were once captured alan 
who tliua distinguish themselves ; as, generally speaking, tk* 
children born in the colony, foi^etting their own descent, ktl 
down with the utmost contempt upon all the negroes emandpau 
here, assume equal airs with the settlers and Maroons, and i 
little save spenii the money made by their frugal parents. 

So far as my observaiion extends, the Liberated AfVia 
appear fonder of embarking in trading speculations than of pig 
ding and persevering at any sort of manual labour tliat rei^til 
settled habits of industry. While the more wealthy individuala 
the class compete with even the European merchants, thone in t! 
very rudest and most ig-norant state contrive to have sotncwhiC 
" to go sell in market " at Freetown ; the focus that attracts tl 
all alike, and the way in which money can be made with Ibe let 
eifort of either mental or bodily energy, although certainly t 
show considerable activity in leaving their houses in the mot 

I often hear their voices upon the village road as eftTly:> 

o'clock. Still the wa\k o£ seNCTaVmiXeaViAa 
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deemed not merely repaid by the profits of what they sell, but 
also by the opportunity of seeing their fellow -people, and sitting 
for Loura iu the marltet-plaee gossiping. Some go »p to the 
Sugar-Loaf or other places where wood ia to be liad, cut rtoMii a 
tree, and saw it into boards for sale ; others procure in ifie same 
way (or occasionally by stealing in their neighbour's bush) fire- 
wood, poslfi, rafters, and waltles for building huts; fence-slicks 
snd bush-ropes; others cut down the exuberant grass on the hill- 
aides to sell as provender for horses ; — and the price obtained for 
sUcU articles especially, is Wkefoufid money to beings who have 
DO idea of the value of time, and whose time really is but of 
little value, seeing many of them spend so mncli of it in complete 
idleness. Their wants are so few, that each man, if careful, can 
yearly raise upon his half-rood of allotted ground, fruit and 
ve^tables sufficient for his subsistence during that period, be- 
sides admitting of a part being sold. They have thus but liiile 
motive for exertion, that of a few days being enough to cultivate 
so mere a spot. The patches reclaimed from the general wilder- 
ness of underwood and Guinea grass, and planted with cassada, 
coco, yams, and Indian corn, are also ready sources of riches to their 
self-elected and more industrious owners, yet without costing much 
trouble, — the art of agriculture" being in its lowest and rudest 
stage here — the climate producing rich crops almost sponta- 
neously. Ginger and arrow-root I see comparatively seldom; 
tlte former soon wears out the ground in which it is planted, and 
the latter is an article which, when not sold in its mw statCt takes 
a good deal of care and application in its manufacture. The 
chief demand for both of these is for exportation. Hioe and 
sugar-cane I have seen growing even less frequently ; but the 
former, equal in quality and whiteness to that of Carolina, is at 
times to be obtained from the Bullom shore. One common sort 
of native rice is red, and though large in the grain, sweet and 
wholesome enough, looks so ill upon table (it being impassible, 
without a mill for the pnrpose, to separate the red inner husk) 
that it is never used by Europeans. 

I am told they have a strange system of selling this rice in 
Freetown. The Timmanees come from " up the country," and 
take u|i their abode in a house in town, foi wViVAv S.\s \os«».\»» 
• The sole implemeiit is a small rudc1\oe fii.eim*&\«rt\.'swAeft'^'i-'o®«- 
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charge no rent fi'om tlie rice-merclianl ; but tbe buyer liaa to [Hf 
an additioaal sixpence upon every btishel for the " hotue," 

Bhillingfor the use of the " tub," in which the rice is mea 
My iiifonnaiit, a poor block woman, said this custom falls 
cularly hard upon those who can only afford to purchase iitsmal 
quantities, as while sixpence is put upon every bushel toT tli 
house, no more than one shilling- is charged for m<aa«uriiig nin 
or ten. Tt was lately four shillings and sixpence per " tub ;" no if; 
peison wanted to buy a single one, one and pinpenee beyond tb 
value of the rice was charged. It b not a general article of fort 
amongst 1-iberaled AfricatiB, but the Kroomen and TimmaneC 
live upon little else than rtce.miited with palm-oil and chillie*. 

It is to the culture and sale of the every-day country eatabll 
that the village- pea pie's attention is chiefly devoted. FtftDtain 
bananas, pawpawa, ground-nuts, yams, cassada, and yaboee U 
the vegetables obtaining the most ready sale. A very superii 
sort of coeo-root has been lately introduced here from 
and afi, when properly cooked, by being first parboiled and th( 
roasted, it is excellent, there is quite a demand for it, evra £ 
the tables of Europeans. 

Amongst the ditierent sorts of things daUy earned down I 
town, you also see foo-foo, native-made 4oap, tobacco t 
poisonous-smelling qualities, plantain and other broad letv 
which answer the same purpose for rolling up confections in,i 
paper does. Leaves for various purposes, boih culinaiy m 
medicinal, are also sold in the market. Those of a pret^ net 
plant very common in our " bush," with yellow blossoms, aoi 
seeds like young gooseberries, — somewhat like leaves of mtoiT' 
root, but much lai^r, harder, and more glossy, are in gml 
request with the country-people, as answering all the purpoSM fit 
a gridiron to broil Rih, which being wrapt in one of these IcsWi. 
is laid on the glowing embers, where the novel cooking" ntaoal 
shrivels and scorches, but does not consume, and the fish is doM 
to perfection. The stem of the same plant is dried in Uieano,. 
the outer part peeled off and sold to be platted into hata. TiW 
pith resembles that of rushes, and I think might make llghtaBlw 
them. Rough coarse wicks for palm-oil lamps are twist«cl Ott if 
cotton gathered here, a.ni\ aW fQTu\ an item for sale. 
Saturday is the great day on "«\vig\v cqahv\t;-tqsi&% ^\ 
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baskeU, mats, boai^s, poultry ntid e^;6, swell out tlie list of the 
usual articles for market ; whilst threiid, fiin», needles, tape, wiih 
many a country viand, such as ag;»iidee and ginger-cake ; or 
liqueur, such as brown-plum or eorrel-beer, and palm-wine, are 
daily addeil by the townspeople themselves. 

Never hawing been in the market-place myself, I cannot 
describe its appearance from personal observation, but judging 
&om the countless numbers who on their way thitlier, throng 
the moualain-road of a morning, I can imagine there is no es- 
aggeration in an old settler woman's recent account : " Dem 
market -people, marm, are indeed in such crowds dat dare heads 
rise up as close togedder as ever you been see grass grow in a 
field." 

The quick return of money renders market-selling the favourite 
pursuit of the lower classes, but there are a few even of them 
who follow handicraft trades of various kinds, down to making 
the wooden combs used by the Negro women at their toilettes — 
strange-looking things, with teeth like those of a garden-nike, 
and which are sold at the rate of three big copper each,— a 
branch of trade which receives great encouragement from the 
emigrants to the West Indies, each indiviilual amongst the 
hundreds of passengers, always patronizing the corab-nierchant 
ere departure. Others of the industriously disposed make mats 
and baskets of difl'erent common kinds. The finest of this sort 
of grass-work is carried on at Waterloo, a village many miles 
up the river. Table-covers and bags prettily woven into gingham- 
like patterns are made there, and have found their way into shop- 
windows in London. Such articles of native manufacture are 
ingenious and neat; but all attempts at imitating even the 
simplest pieces of European furiiilure are, however praiseworthy, 
most particularly clumsy, and do not go beyond bedsteads, 
benches with upright ends tenned sofas, chairs and tables. In 
one of the latter brought here for sale, was a drawer about a foot 
square, and an inch and a half in depth, while the wood forming 
the bottom and fillet was actually nearly two inches thick all 
round. The chairs are odd-looking things, with one leg at least 
Always shorter than the others, the seats inclined planes, or 

irped into still more irregular shapes, Mvi VVeNsassftRsosa"^*- 

"""^sJirfljw &s(ejied on crookeiHy. \ sVovAi vwevAQW, Vw* 
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ever, tha: tbev are so lov-prioed (varying from one shilling to 
ei^r.re^n-p^nce a piece) ihai it will noc rain joa to patronize their 
enteroriiiQjr maker, even should tou born them for firewood. 

S-jme of the common countrr wood is rather remarkable. 
Or.e k::.'i Ls the colour of brims:one; another, dark and brown 
as choco!a:e : a ti'iird is bright red : and one, of a finer grain than 
any of the»e. is a li?ht chestnut prettily veined. But there is 
pleiity of a very superior description found up the rivers. I 
liave seen a table and cabinet made of a beautiful yellow wood 
variegated with broad streaks of black, that came firom the 
neighbourhood of Sierra Leone ; and we have a bookcase (the 
neat-enough workmanship of an American black here), the wood 
of which resembles old sombre-hued mahogany. That of the 
coffee-tree is somewhat like box, white, hard, very finely grained, 
and capable of taking a beautiful polish : alternate squares of it 
and the rich crimson camwood of the country would look well 
in a chess-table. 

The mason and carpenter work of even the best finished houses 
here are exceedingly rude. A plane b evidently what the 
blacks either cannot or will not use, and to build in a straight 
line seems to be impossible with them. While the walls of your 
house look alarmingly off the perpendicular, the carpet or oilcloth 
has to be cut into ^rraceful undulations or slopes at the edges to 
fit the floor, oiving to the unevenness of the sides of the room. 
Doors and window-frames are sometimes obtained from England, 
and tlie difference between the very plainest of them and those 
cut and carved by negro hands is indeed striking. As the 
colony-made casements are hung, there is generally space enough 
between them and the sill, as well as at tlie hinges and fastenings 
in front, to admit in the ^' rains " almost as much water as 
would float a canoe. 

The more opulent of the Liberated people have good, substan- 
tial (if the last be a word applicable to tlie skeleton edifices here), 
and well-furnislied houses. The mortality amongst Europeans, 
atid tlie unavoidable migratory habits of those who survive, render 
wihis by auction of household property of very frequent occur- 
TV.uoii ; and tlie Iiigh price given for second-hand furniture by 
the Ix^fter classes of the Liberated, evinces . tlieir appreciation of 
perHoual comfort For a plaiu m«Aio^\Y^ e>ft«a\. ol ^t^nroxs^ not 
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wortli even wlien quite new above five or six pounds, these blacks, 
fond as theyare of money, will sometimes readily give nine or len. 
But the great mass of tlie " emancipados " are the occu[)iera 
of these niud-walled and grass-thatched huts, that form amidst 
their banana and pawpaw treeanneof the moatstrikingfeaturesof 
our Sierra Leone landscape. They vary in size and neatness 
of finish ; some consist of but a solitary apartmentj others 
have two, and, with few esceptions, all have narrow piazzas in 
front. Many of these cabins are simply wattled, others plastered 
inside only, but the greater portion are done so both within and 
without. Here stands one with no inlet for liglit or outlet for 
smoke beyond the low doorway ; next to it another displays one 
small opening, we may term a window ; while a third boasts 
perhaps of two with boarded shutters. 

I have lately watched the erection of one or two very humble 
huts, not far from the foot of our hill, and in a part of the 
suburbs occupied by a body of the poorest of the Liberated 
Africans ; and it seems to me their common mode of 
building is this : — First four rough posts, tiie stems of as many 
young trees, or the straight branches of older ones, are driven at 
equal distances into the ground so as to forma square; other 
uprights of the same sort are placed between the corner posts ; 
wheu a piazza is intended, another row of slakes is made about 
three or four feet out from the inner wall, and on them the roof 
rests, the top of each being hollowed out to receive the '' plates" 
(as a carpenter would say), which are also formed of rounded 
poles, But when, as in the case of these lowly huts I have 
observed, there is no piazza, and before the roof is begun, the 
light-coloured flexile slicks called " wattles" are woven between 
the uprights, the structure looks like uothing more nor less than 
an enormous clothes-basket. Beams are then thrown across, 
upon the centre one of which, two straight posts, notched at the 
top, are ii\ed to receive in their turn the horizontal and short 
upper beam, that on being fastened into the notched poles shows 
the domicile is to be like all those surrounding it — pavilion-roofed, 
gable-ended buildings not being a fashionable style of architec* 
ture here. Tiie rafters, consisting always of fine, straight, young 
tMes cut for tlie purpose, are nest put op, and tive aU^'iAet t'ivsJ*.-*. 
^^knng them again are simply lied w\U\ \itta\\-t«ij«4, '\>w;-t.si^ 
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^^F may remain in this chequered »tate until the walls are plastered 
with black or reil mud, but mare commonly thatching i 
next process, the nalive mmio of which is anything but nent, the 

I grass aeeining as if flung on by a pitchfork, and left lo put itself 
into shape. When done with g;reen boughs, the roof look* 
unique and picturesque for a short time, but soon fades e 
becomes ra^;«d. Bamboo thatch is by far the pretltest, e 
being less apt to catch fire, people have been lately prohibited 
to use any other in Freetown. 
In the Mandingo quarter of the town, which we partly o 
look (our owu brook running through it, afier i^mer^ng from 
I the depth between the two hills), many of the dwellings a 
rbuilt solidly of mud alone ; and they have, previously to I ' _ 
E roofed in, a etill more novel appearance than the wattled hatSj 
having invariably no windows of any description in the walls 
which seemed to be occasionally two or three feet thick. Some 
are really spacious oblonj buildings, divided by parlitiona ( 
clay into several apartments, but the thatch being mads 1 
project very fer, causes them all to look lower than tli^ 
really are. 

I have never seen the interior of a native hut, but ftom whtti 

the people themselves tell me, it would seem that the poorest and 

most indolent boast of no more household stuli' tlian perhaps ai 

iron pot, a spoon, tin panikin, and rug or blanket, sueh as tii^'. 

^^^ were provided with on emancipation. To these some maynfl' 

^^ft to add a few delf plates and calabash- bowls, with a country eli 

^^H bench, and table. Their beds are usually raised heaps of I 

^^^B mud, over which, afler being smoothed and dried, a mat j 

^^H spread; though others again possess country sofas. The wsrdrob 

^^H of thehut-oociipying population is someriiues so scanty that' 

^^V biy is sufBcient to contain it all. Others have boxes or enu 

^^^ native-made chests, while, as they gradually advance in tifflu«M 

acupboard is set up, and country pot (in which to keep the epril 

water cool at all times), with a wooden mortar to sepaittte ti 

husk from the rice by pounding — deemed indispensable. 

The negroes are a very superstitious race. Even those W 

e been taught better, are still deeply attached to the idolotMl 

■firacticea of their own naUona. Ticv\\ ii.nd linage worship jwwi 

3 great extent, and 1 hase\ieCTi\o\4o^ ow ■m.'is.-n. *Vn vs&m.^ 
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Y outevcry iiiorning tii pay their devotions lo a great soake 
that lives under a rock, and which they reg'iilarly feed. Someof 
Uie womcin will not cut their children's hair until they first 
sacrifice a white fowl, the blood of which is offered as a propilia~ 
tion to the devil ; and Ihe fragrant frank ittcense or bungo is burnt 
in the interior lo drive away the same evil power. They 
hare ceremonies on the decease of their friends, called, like 
those of the Irish, " wakes," and the wild crying and howling on 
such occasions ascending np here in the deplli of night, is by no 
means a pleasant addition to the other inharmonious noises of 
musketry and yelping curs. 

Few days pass that I do not see fi'om the windows, iiiually 
early of a forenoon, a fi^re grotesquely dressed in a scarlet 
mantle and peaked cap, with masked or muffled face, who, Mlter- 
ing discnrdani shouts and performing all sorts of antic gestares, 
as he walks, or rather runs along from hut to hut, soon gathers 
around him a crowd of people, who follow dancing and jumpiag 
ailer his own esample. Individuals of this stamp are called 
" Aku devils," and after fixing upon some house as the scene of 
the amusement, seat themselves outside near the entrance, and 
commence beating their tom-toms and tinkling their guitars; 
the enclosure meanwhile beinsp densely filled by dancers, and the 
road in front displaying dozens upon dozens of motley-attired 
groups — men, women, and children springing and wheeling 
about in altitudes that remind you of the ungaiidy gambols of a 
shoal of porpoises. Dancing, such as it is here however, is a 
passion with the blacks, and each different tribe patronizes a 
difi erent dance. 
^^^ffiut indeed I must candidly confess myself to be totally 
^^^■orant of most of (he national usages and habiis of the 
^^^Kroes. A person may live for years here, but, unless circum- 
^^Snnce ami climate alike permitted of his going about amongst 
the people, return to Europe at the end of that time with the 
impression of having merely had for so long, a moving panorama 
llropical scenery and figures before him, further than the little 
y-day iucidents (hat fell under his own immediate observation, 
e told him by others. This will be the case with me ; for as 
le, situated as Tam, acquiring a \iet50Wrt\'(,T«i'«Wvyt«i^'C^'fc 
it-e caslome and maimers, it U c^uUe \mip're.t\.ic:^>^«, fe-scw "^'s^' 
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interest enough excited by the subject to tempt braving the" 
clitnate, 

Tlie most commou superstition that has come iiniier my notice 
is a belief in charroa, here called '* gree-grees." One morning 
on riding past a small field uf peas, then rich in bloBsoniB, Z 
desired Fanyah to pluck one for me, wliicli she went to do, butf 
immediately came back without the flower, saying it w 
" medicine bush," that would till her if she " been touch u 

Not understanding this, I asked an explanation of tlie Ako- 
horseman (or rather donkey-tnan), who said, pointing to e 
upright stick in the midst of the plot of peas, and to which 8- 
bunch of dried grass was featened (as I liad imagined to scara 
away birds), that tied up within tliis grass were poisonous 
which the proprietor of t lie farm had put there as a " gree-greej'' 
and that the general belief was ihat whoever stole any of the 
produce, would die from the effects of the poison contained i 
"these leaves, as much as if he ate them. This man, however^ 

'ofeased himself no Ijeliever in the charm, nnd of his o 
gathered one of the dowers, on seeing which Fanyah mustered 
eourage to follow his example ; and my usual bouquet was tfaia 
pigmented by two pretty yellowisli white pea-blossoms, withj 9 
very sweet perfume. 1 have since seen many gree-grees of tbfl 
aame description : a broken bottle is placed on a stone ii 
epicuous part of the caasada or com grounds, or it may be an oh 
bly or calabash, each said to contain a potion of deadly effect U 
the daring individual who attempts to appropriate any of the pfo- 
ductions of the farm ; and such charms have effect, it woiilfl w 
when all other means fail, to prevent this very common descrip< 
tion of robbery. 

There are usually upon every farm, sniail watch-hut^ \ 
some one remains during the night to guard the property ; yet 4 
;iian, who has lil^eity to plant on the boundaries of our ground, 
repeatedly complains of people coming in bands, and taking ttj 
every one of his yams, sueet potatoes, nnd cassaila-rooto. Snd 
depredations must dishearten even the most diligent of thos 
engaged in husbandry ; but I have sometimes thought if tbff^ 
Hud tiieir families would only settle themselves down in bombli 
Jicinesreads at no great distance ttom eaclv other, beside tfac' 
ifis, instead of aU constesa.Vv\i^ \nVo \.W \ * ~ 
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iig tlieir faima to be watciied hy single individuals, tlmt 
'Btirely this stealing of agricultural produce would not be carried 
on to such excess. It ia very rare to see in an isolated situation 
auy other than a mere watch-hut ; indeed, I have only twice dis- 
covered what I coiilU term a Negro country- residence. One of 
these I told you of long ago; it was situated at the bottom of 
tiie ravine between the hilia behind this, but is now hastening to 
decay, its proprietor having died lately. The other is of more 
recent erection, but ia what one would call at iiome a gracing 
iarm, tliere not being even a patch of cassada near it. 

On turning off the Gloucester road and riding for some time 
through bush of a very low growth, we came one day to this 
solitary habitation, in an exceedingly wild place among the hills, 
nearly as high up as the site of Sukey Webb's ancient abode, and 
commanding a fine sea-view. It was the barest spot I ever saw 
even here, although its solitude was somewhat enlivened by the 
presence of a horse, several cows, and a quantity of well-eon- 
"ifiuned poultry, all of which live-stock seemed to be in excellent 
Tliis farm, and the cattle around it, belong; to a 
rated African, who is rapidly becoming rich by his specula- 
n as a grazier. The cowhouse, an apartment under the same 
■ e dwelling itself, appeared to be very strongly built, 
i secured by a door with a good padlock, tiie owner no doubt 
lug too well aware that dishonesty is the prevailing charac- 
fristic of his own race. 

This may seem a very harsh allegation, but it is not Ibe less 
true ; — a propensity to thieve, being indeed, of all the evil ones 
which appear in the Liberated African, that most difficult to 
eradicate. It is inherent in the newly emancipated savage. It 
cltugs to those who are otiierwise tolerably civilized. House, or 
ratlier Aui-breaking, is a common crime in Freetown, and petty 
thefts of all kinds are constantly committed. There is no lack 
of constables, but those of the Aku nation will not, unless in ex- 
treme cases, take up th«r delinquent countryman, nor will an 
Eboe constable apprehend an Eboe thief, and so on through all 
the ditferent tribes. But while faitliful to their own separate 
clans, all alike actually seem to consider it by no means a wrong 
^ing to steal from while people. If there \ae^Tvvv'i.-'ww».*OTV^'3o--' 
I, rest assured you will, in moat. caaea,\ie ^-^ei- ■*>>=■ '«'*'^^^ 
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of gathering more than the refuse of the hiden branches, unles 
the trees be close to your house ; ami should you have lh( 
smallest spot of ground planted with cassaila for your own lut 
or tiiat uf your goats and liorses, it is decroed public property. 

Haw, although orange, mango, aud cocoa-nut trees bear « 
pteutifully, that no European wants above the twentieth part fa 
himself and household, iiowever willing one is to give away:^ 
nobody likes beiug robbed. Even the corn, or rather rough rice 
given out for your horses' consumption ia sumetimes approprlalei 
by the groonia, who have merely to soak it in water, and beat I 
in a mortar to lake otf the huak, when it is ready for their o 
use. And not only are you exposed to thieves from without, bn 
even your household servants think fraud or cheating no dii 
honesty. The little Liberated children, who may be apprentice 
or looated with you, and whom you try to train up in some eu 
of pious and mural habits, are coaxed and bribed by your hire 
domestics to steal tea, sugar, biscuit, butter, needles, ptns, tliKtuI 
in short, any little thing that falU in their way. fionietiniea Ihd 
pretend that tliey merely ask the articles to keep for the othw' 
own use, when their period of servitude is espired ; but if iJ 
young creatures remain faithful and honest despite of pursuasioiM 
to the contrary, then they are lold, "Ah! berry w el l!- 
your massa and misais can go England and leff you here, da 
you catch hungry too much, but 'pose you go beg fi*om I 
mun, dem no gib you nothing, cause you like white people 
past we." 

I have known some of the best-educated and well-condoeta 
servants we ever had, tamper in this way with the yonns 
members of the establishment, and it is constantly done w! 
those apprenticed out to the more wealthy clMsea of the blad 
If the children are of the same tribe as those who would oomH 
them, they are seldom proof against the temptation, and thinkj 
a much greater fault to expose their country-people than to ri 
their employers. 

But though I cannot say as much for tlie boys, who beil 
Ldown amongst the others, are more apt to he led away to In 
^eraotices, I have found, generally speaking, my own iinniMlii 
, children ihougk ^iwy'*iww^.<wwriy^ 
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eitlier tlireala or bribes, Ijut Iruatwortliy and interested in the 
iauiily. 

That wliite people sliuuld obtain eggs from tUeir owu poultry, 
or milk from their owu goats, ftppeara a great hardship in the 
eyes of some of your servants, who no doubt deem tliat tlieir 
cuuutry-people are deprived of custom they wuuld otherwise get. 
Therefore the eggs are stolen, and the nice rich goat-milk watered 
unmercifully, or else jou are told tlie animals have none. This 
would be nothing were it possible to buy the one or the other as 
good in town ; but while the thin, blue, ill-tasted milk of cows 
is all you can obtain (to say nothing of the report that some 
people keep milcA-jiigs asa profitable speculation), it is absolutely 
necessary to direct your servant before buying eggs in the market 
to try whether they be fresh or not by putting them to sink or 
swim in a bowl of water, aa out uf a dozen seldom more than 
four are capable of being used. But the country-people them- 
selves not considering stale eggs at all unfit to eat, and some 
thinking them much move delicate for being all save hatched — 
the difficulty of procuring at any price that almost indispensable 
article of cupboard economy may be understood. 

By the way, I have been much amused lately to find that, 
despite my best endeavours to weaken all faith in groe-greea, we 
are ourselves gravely suspected of giving fiill credence lo the 
powers ascribed to them. Having had sent us by a friend, famed 
here for his pretty grounds and gardens, two curious leaves 
possessing the property of throwing out shoots if hung up in a 
current of air, one has been suspended accordingly in each of 
the under piazzas, and every day I watch what progress they have 
made — no doubt with a luok so profound that our servants are 
justified insupposing, as they do, that these are" med i cine- leaves " 
hung tip as charms to prevent the pilfering of eggs, which at 
times greatly prevails on our premises as well as on those of most 
of our neighbours — and they have actually taken effect aa such I ! 

The plant from which these leaves are procured is however 
not quite unfcnown here, and is called "never-die" by the 
blacks. It is very hardy, and always keeps green. The leaf is 
of a fleshy texture like house-leek,* nearly oval with slightly 
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indented edges— from the clefta of those, long thread-like pink 
shots have first sprouted fortli — followed in a few days by three 
of the tiniest of leaves— each indentation of the parent leaf 
actually showing' a perfect plant in miuiature — root, branch, aad 
foliage being there. 

In concluding this sketch of the Liberated Airituns, I must 
say thai, all circumstances considered, it is matter of astonishment 
to me, that there has been so much progresa in civilization made 
at Sierra Leone, though I am well nvrnre the general opiaion is 
quite opposed to mine. But indeed the difficulty — nay, impossi* 
bility of rooting out the idulalry, superstitions, and barbarous 
practices of tliose grown up ere they come here, or of teachii^, 
humanized habits to any except the mere infants among them, [g 
perfectly beyond comprehension to those who have never tried 
to tame or teach an ignorant savage. 

It would l>e unfair did I not add, that the most trustworthy, 
active, willing, and attached domestic in our household (ttie 
aucient Aku whose country may be compared to England), and 
who has been so long with us, cannot read, nor was, I believe, 
ever at school. He was a grown-up lad on being emancipated, 
after which he served nine years with a good European master f 
and is now a devout attendant upon " meeting," as tliey term 
individually the places of worship of the Wesleyan Meihodijt 
Society. 

By what I hear and read of the West Indian blacks, I i 
convinced that those of Sierra Leone— if not perhaps such eflicieat 
servants or workpeople as their brethren across the Atlantic^' 
are at least much more humble-minded and manageable thai 
they are. Taken in a body tlie negroes here are a sober set 
people, for considering the great extent of the population, om 
seldom sees any of them in a state of inlosication. The Liberate); 
Africans, as I have already mentioned, are a frugal-living c 
They follow the native ciislom of having biit two regular m 
in the day ; breakfeating about nine or ten in the morning, aid 
dining, or rather supping, at any time between four and six u 
tlie afternoon, but more customarily towards the latter hour.' 
Their period of daily labour is from sunrise until four in the 
afternoon, with one hour allowed for breakfast, and the usu^. 
wages of out-door laboureiB is ovi'j &\Y!-\feivcft \o q^«-^d« 
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a day 1 Except itiey be apprentices (wito always receive botii 
food an(J clothing} servants here are not fed by their employeTa ; 
and their pay varies according to their post and abilities, from 
fourteen, twenty, and thirty shillings per month, or " moon " ns 
they call it. From two and a half lo three and a half dollars for 
a mere boy, and from four to six dollars for a man, is perhaps 
the most general rate of colonial wages. But I have known ten 
shillings a day given for a professed cook on a greal occasion. 
I heard a laughable anecdote the other day, which I must tel! 
you. A gentleman here had a beautiful goat stolen from him, 
and the thief being traced to liis hut, the constables entered just 
as he was popping part of the stolen animal into a large pot that 
boiled merrily away upon a huge blazing lire. 

Ou being taken into custody he was indignant at nothing ex- 
cept at not being permitted to wait until he had eaten '■ um mut- 
ton ;" and after entreating, grumbling, remonstrating, arguing, 
and storming — finally summed up by protesting against while 
man's injustice, not for sendiug him to gaol, but because he " no 
for let um eat dat goat first, when he been hab trouble too much 
for catch and cook um !" 

A bright ppark appearing on the parapet a few evenings ago, 
I sent Dan to see what it was, and he brought up a fawn-coloured 
caterpillar, having six legs, a proboscis, autennee, and two large 
eyes, with a body scarcely an inch in length, formed of eleven 
scale-like joints. I put it under a glass in a dark room, and 
noticed that the light (which it gave for but a few moments) 
halt a greenish tinge. I had it carried carefully bacic to the 
parapet again, where every night I see its solitary lamp shining 
amidst the grass, I only once olwerved a glowworm in this 
country before, and that was shortly after my first arrival. I 
remember so well seeing the luminous little speck lying in the 
street in front of our house, and being in hopes it might be a 
firefly resting its wings. But although we have many fine 
insects, fireflies are not amongst tlieir ranks. Tf we have not a 
" cricket on the hearlli "—seeing we have not a hearth on which 
to have a cricket, — we have at least a cricket in the store-room, 
a. beautifully spotted one having taken up its aliode there to my 
great satisfaction. I do eo very much like iis merry note. 
^^hTalbing- of the store-room; meal \\eTe, 1^ '>«\vn;\\, os "VViw 
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before toM you, there is no other variety than beef and mutton, 
b eiceedirjgly poverty stricken. Really one gets from Freetown 
market, beef that would only be considered fit to feed dogs with 
at home. Mutton isashade better, still it is sometimes miserably 
lean, longh, and dry. A friend lately sent ua part of a sheep 
brought from Accra, and it tasted like mutton, ivhich even the 
best of that obtained here does not. Tiie blacks evidently do 
jiot understand the art of feeding and fattening cattle. How they 
«ould stare at the " roast beef of old England 1 " I sometimef 
wonder that European families here do not club together, and 
feed and Idll their own cattle, so as to have 'good wholesome 
meat at all seasons of the year. 1 was assured by a guest one 
day (when, for a wonder, I happened to have a respectable-looking 
joint on the table] that the sigiit of even a morsel of fat upon beef 
here was quite a rarity to Jiim. In the rains, there being better- 
pasturage, meat is not so very bad ; but since we came out last,, 
there have been times in the dry seasons, when I found it very; 
difficult, even with all gootl Mrs, Rundell's and Mrs, Meg DoddV 
valuable lielp, to contrive methods of rendering it presentable. 

One brings out loads of hams, tongues, cases of preserved n 
fish, fruit, &c,, and they are occasionally to be had tolerab^ 
good in llie colony ; but then one cannot live upon such thinga. 
They are not so high priced now, but I remember when si ~ 
kegs containing half a dozen pickled tongues were sold I 
at 3^ lOs. Poultry we can manage to have in very good condition^ 
but people soou tire of such shipboard fare. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

- Tinimaneefi — Krooraen — Mandingoes — 
" Cork-Trees," — " White Coral-Tree "—New Bush Path — Tliickn«s nl 
stems of Climbsra here ^ Brown Plum-tree — Cluster of Palm Nuts — 
Manoiacture of Palm Oil — Palm Wine — Uses of tiie Palm-Tree — 
Beautiful Flowers. 

April 24th. 
Besides the Settlers and Liberated Africans, you know the 
colony, or rather its capital, is iiiliabited by several other sets of 
blacks, eucii as the Maroons, JoIofTs, Timmaneea, Kroomeii, and 
Manding;oe3. 

Since my residence in Freetown, I have seen nothing of the 
two former classes, except having for one day only, a Joloff 
sempstress, wiio seemed a very good-humoured quiet girl ; but 
though she came up of her own accord, asking me to give her 
needlework, evidently thought this too jdull a place to venture 
to spend another day at it. This said young lady was attended 
by her " own maid," or, as aiie wished it to be understood, her 

Although knowing nothing of the Maroons from personal 
esperience, I believe they are, as compared with the Nova 
Scotians, a supei'ior and more industrious people, but their 
stumbling-block is conceit, overrating their own abilities and 
pretensions. Outwardly they profess the Christian religion. 

The Timmanees, whose territory lies up the river to the east- 
ward, are the tribe from wiiora the lands of the colony were first 
purchased. The few of them I have seen, though they still 
worship Satan, and religiously believe in fetiches, are yet 
tolerably civilized, and seem an intelligent and industrious set of 
men ; devoting themselves at all times, not occupied by their 
regular employmeut as boatmen, to the plattingand manufacture 
of strong grass hats, which for t\ie Ttt\w"3 se?&0Tv m^ t«w*i.«^^ 
waterproof hy aid of a coating of b\ac\t "paXw^, aai ^■s% ■"" ~^'' 
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so serviceable as to be occajiioiially palroniied even by the searaen 
of our coast squadron. 

The Kroomen, natives of the coast at Cape Falmas, are a 
hardworking ami enterprising; tribe, of whom it is never possible 
to malce slaves ; though they readily give their assistance to the 
Spaniards and Brazilians who coiue to the coast to tralRc in their 
fellow-creatures. But the Kroos also find ready employtnent in 
a nobler cause. Many of them serve on board the cruisers engaged 
in the suppression of the slave-trade ; and in one recent melan- ■ 
choly instance of the loss of a prize-vessel in a tornado, during 
those tiventy-one awful days of misery endured by the officer 
and crew upon a raft, a Kroo sailor was mainly instrumental in 
preserving the lives of tlie sufferers by his deiterify in catching 
tharks, which formed almost the sole food tiiey liad to subsist 
upon.* TheKroos or Grebos (as I believe their proper name ia) 
are pagans, and there has never yet been an instance of oi 
them being converted to Cliristianity, Nevertheless, I am u>Id 
(for with the solitary exception of our old friend of the talking 
shoes, we have never iiad any of that nation about us) they maU 
very good nnd faithful servants. It is said that whilst a Khm 
will steal from you himself, he will permit no one else even of 
liis own rribe to do so with impunity. 

The Maiiomniedan portion of the colonial population is < 
posed in its turn of several different nations, I»Iandingoe3,Fau]aii^ 
Felalaiis, the two first named coming from countries to the oorthi 
the latter from the south of the peninsula, and in the interiofj 
and they have been but too successful in propagating theit 
doctrine amongst the Liherated Africans. Indeed the followea 
of the Moslem religion here are not only numerous, but c 
stantly on the increase ; and although the genuine Foulahs aiti 
Mandingoes are more ingenious, neat-handed, and outwanlly 
civilized, than most of the blacks around, both they and thai 
proselytes are the greatest ihieves and craftiest rogues in lilt 
colony. Even kidnapping the emancipated children is by at 
menns an uncommon crime amongst them. They are usuallj 
called by the majority of the liberated African tribes, " AlWi- 
Aa-barras," from a corruption of their salutation, " Alla-ba-klr' 
" The singularity conBisWi in c»\iAimi% ■&« AvkV* V5 ■&« i^i ^^j | 
loose — there being neitliet liQoli. iwt Wr^QQn on-Cus: inSi- 



LET. jcxKin.;] POULAHS— MANDTNGOES, 277 

yawa-rai," or, " God give you long life ;" and are both disliked 
and dreaded by all the orthodox negroes, wlio say, "Ah! bad 
man, Alla-ta-barra; 'poae you moke palaver wid him, he go 
poison you by force !" 

They are great hunters, and when they sit down to cook the 
game they have killed, at a large iire kindled for tliat purpose 
on the hill-side, their tall figures, with the gaudy caps, flowing 
upper garments, bare legs, and sandalled feet, flitting before the 
flames in the dusk of evening, and handling their long formi- 
dable-Jouking muskets, present quite a pieturi! that reminds yon 
in its wildness of some of Salvator Rosa's. 

On the breaking up of some of their fasts, they present an 
imposing spectacle, as ihey assemble in one dense croivd upon 
the " grass-field," near their own quarter; each dressed in hb 
robe of Etale, seated on a while sheep-skin, and holding a red, 
green, or yellow umbrella over his head ; the wealthiest of them 
galloping on to the Held on their spirited Fonlah horses, as if 
advancing to the charge at the head of a regiment; the women 
decked out in the gayest of scarf head-dresses, with the children 
seating themselves at some distance on tlie grass to listen to the 
palaver. On returning to their homes the flring of muskets and 
the beating of drums never cease during tlie remainder of the 
day. The green and shaded banks of the brook that flows 
through their suburb are upon Sundays espeuially, covered with 
clothes, bleaching and drying; that day above all others being 
chosen by the Mandingo wives to execute their labours as 
washerwomen. 

The Mahonimedans are keen traders and parties of them, 
generally Bulloms from the oppo ite shore have often found 
their way up here with rice for tl e horses Instead of the usual 
little cap, those people wore hals that were quite curiosities in 
their way, and more appropriate to the cbniale tlian the oiher, 
their brima being nearly half a yard deep, and as strong as 
basket-work ; while the crowns were closely stuck over with 
straws nearly as thick as porcupine- qui lis, and which, bristling 
up all round, like the top of a wheatsheaf, gave rather an 
unfinished look to tliat part of the cliapeau. 

The Foulahs are decidedly the best-looking of a.U tW "ftasitw*. 
H^hsve seen, bt'ing not so veryblact as V\\b tes.V-, a.tA Vs.-sw'^ 
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noees lesa flattened, and hair which tbey either plait or twiit 
into lon^ ringletg ; but they are g;eaerally lall to a lault, their 
figures Dot being broad and muscular enough in proportion to 
their height. 

Tliough all alike, with the exception of the Foulahs and Man- 
dingoes, posKM the usual negro- features, nouhere perhaps b there 
such a diversity of personal appearance as among the Tariou» 
tribes at Sierra Leone. Whilst many of the Liberated Africans, 
other than those emancipated after being grown up, present 
countenances rendered repulsive not only by their natural 
unsightline^, but by the expression, whether it be that of ott« 
vacancy of Ideas or of the predominance of bad patisions, added 
to forms cast in the very coarsest mould ; (lie frec-bom children 
of perhaps those very people have better features, 
intelligent eyes, and figures often well-proportioned and 
delicately made. Indeed some of the little mountain-maident 
I meet bringing down their blys of vegetables to market, havf 
quite a prepossessing aspect; and I have seen several amongst 
the Bchool-children too, both boys and girls, with that firank, 
ingenuous, animalal look, and upriglit graceful carriage, it is 
impossible could belong to any one who did not know he wag &ee, 
I should think that to uo people on earth is expression of coun- 
tenance of greater importance than to the Negroes ; flat noeea, 
thick lips, woolly locks, and all the characteristic features of ths 
race, being divested of half of their ugliness when lighted 
by good temper and intelligence. 

And now having at length disposed of the people, I must pror 
ceed to finish my account of llie productions of this country, 
at least my sojourn on its shores is fast drawing to a close, tl 
knowledge of wliich causes me to take an interest e' 
than usual in all that I see around me. 

I Besides the palms, which at once stamp the scenery here wltb 
a tropical aspect, — among the dense underwood of (his place^ 
I mean more particularly in the richly waving bush that clothi 
the sides of this and part of the neighbouring liill, — the eye u 
struck by the " cork-trees," whose white branching stems rise 
amid their fellow- denizens of the wood, reminding jou (upon 
ftrafat a very grand scale) of hemlock growing. Viewed from a' 
btaoce the foliage very inu,c\\ tesewi\i\fta ftvft\va^w.->;)a«staw.\,wi4 
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it seems to quiver like that of the aspen, to which it is also not 
unlike in colour : the under side of the leaf is indeed of a pale 
ashen hue. When quile near, the tree strikes yoti as equally 
strange looking'. lusteail of the trunk springing out of theeartji 
in the manner of most others, you here see the formation of tiie 
roots as it were for several feet above tiie »urlace of tlie gi-ound, 
the slender shaft itself seeming thus to rest upon a strag-gling 
foundation of six or eight tM'isting and lesser stems, which Komehow 
conveys the idea that the nest puff of wind will blow the tree 

Nent to the above you are attracted by a tall and very slender 
tree, without foliage except at the very top, which is crowned hj 
a graceful tufl, formed of long straight branches regularly 
bortiered on each side by leaves, not broader, but three or four 
times the length of a common apple-tree leaf, which they also 
very much resemble in colour and texture. Sometimes one of 
these trees shoots out into two or three separate heads, and 
" overtopping " the great mass of tlie exuberant bush, presents 
a light and elegant appearance. A. near inspection shows the 
stem clasely studded with great limpet-shaped excrescences, 
pointed with tJiick sliarp black thorns like those of the pullam 
cotton, only considerably larger. The natives use the leaf and 
bark in fishing ; strewn on tlie water it possesses the property of 
stiipifying the fish, when they are easily caught. 
" The third tree that at once strikes you as having a particularly 
foreign aspect, is one which grows iu the same manner as the 
last ; except that instead of branches it is surmounted by a crest 
of immense leaves as broad at the upper end as those of the 
banana and plantain ; but never broken like them, and of quite 
a different shape and shade, being very dark and curled at the 
edges like no leaf I ever saw save that of "green kail." But the 
chief curosity of tliis plant is its flower. I have at two different 
seasons, in January and February, observed something white 
growing amongst the riotous verdure on the hill side, wliich on 
taking the glass I discovered to be the blossom of this tree 
springing up from tiie midst of its feathery diadem of lea\'es, 
and exactly resembling a magnificent piece of white branch coral. 
The fertility and vigour of the underwooiS,, VWL\«a wfvoro^™; 
_|fter the tfestraction or decay of t\ie paievit aX.euWi'v^v ^"^ W.o'o.« 
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for thfi lack of venerable forest ; and once fairly in its cool and 
shaily depths, the leaf and flower of every individual plant, arrest 
attention by their Foreign aspect. 

But it is not merely the leaves and flowers around that appear 
slran^e to a European eye. As the dry season advances, vege- 
tation is so much bnrnt up and withered, that the forms of the 
various stems and branches become, even in the sliadiest part of 
the bnsh, more visible than they are at any other time of the 
year. My daily rides for some lime past have been along a ne 
path, scarcely yet finished making, and that winds throngh 
part of the grounds, until now sacred to monkeys, being on tl 
steep and well-wooded slope of the ravine at the western side of 
the bill. From the windows the foliage of its trees presents the 
most picturesque feature of our near view ; but owing to the- 

■ denseness and luxuriance with which they grow, their actual size 
and height could never be guessed, — climbersof every descripti 
wreathing themselves up to the very top of each tree, and i 
terweaving themselves with its boughs, until the whole appears 
one indistingubhable mass of waving verdure, with few exceptions' 
beyond those trees I liave already described as being pre- 
^^ eminently remarkable. 

^^1 Extract from Journal. 

^^H March 24tA. — Rode down to-day by the new walk into the 

^^H very heart of the busli, where on every side the leaflets stems of 

^^H tiiose extraordinary climbers termed "country 

^^H compared to nothing else than iron, leaden, or leathern pipes 

^^H (according to the rusty, grey, or brown-black colour of their 

^^1 different terks) all twisted and re-twisled, plaited and woven inta 

^^H every grotesque and fantastical form, until the whole space under 

^^H the trees, as far as the eye can reach, appears occupied by a 

^^H succession of enormous nets of irregularly- si zed meshes ; or if 

^^H you could imagine the rigging of a ship in the most remarkable 

^^H disorder,— the ends of the highest ropes dangling down 

^^H deck, and tying themselves, in a thousand intricate kn 

^^H great lengths of thick coiif, that in their turn wound up on« 

^^H mast, and down anotlier,in every strange and varied convolution 

^^^V During my residence Vieie, \ tie\eT \ietme fs.w, amongst a] 
^^B the vegetable ropes at wWch 1 \va.\ft NSQwiet'ai, mv^ 
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to the quantity and denseness of these, with the exception of one 
on a Ijill beyond Mount Oriel, and which, formed of hundreds 
of stems twisted together into a single rope, thick aa the trunk 
of a inoderate-sized tree, rolls itself round and round an upright 
shaft of the same circumference ; till you could fancy you gazed 
on the writhiug form of a huge anaconda. But down in the 
ravine-walk, here one thick stem looks like a gigantic corkscrew 
stretching between two trees, — that which once supported it 
having left no trace of its existence, further than in the regular 
dimensions of each twist of the climber ; and there the more 
slender shoots of a second winil round a quantity of straight 
twigs, till they seem, if not "like bundles of lances which garlands 
had bound," at least as if they had been fastened firmly together 
by other hands than those of nature, and with a bit of sailor'^ 
cordage ; wliile now the spiral folds of another have siuik into 
the bark of the young tree tliey encircle, causing it lo appear 
like a wooden pillar rich in antique carving. 

These tortuous plants form so complete a barrier, that it is 
impossible for one, except in a creeping posture, to penetrate 
through any part of the bush where they revel in this wild 
exuberauce, although it be generally the spot chosen by monkeys 
as their favourite haunt. The want of leaf, at present, of some 
of the smaller climbers is partly made up by their stems being 
loaded with the shining bunches of the Angola and blue peas ; 
and I noticed a slight rope to-day, bearing narrow canoe-shaped 
pods, about a foot in length, which I found on opening to be 
closely packed with what appeared like thistle-seeds, except that 
this fine down was more silky- looking. 

April 28//*. — The weather just now is most unbearably hot, 
the glass in the shade even up here standing at 90°. Still I 
contrive to get a breath of fresh air either moniing or evening. 
""he new walk is invaluable for its shade and coolness, and my 

inkey seems to think so loo, as he now trots off in that direction 
accord. 
'■ Amongst the tall trees whose trunks rise up from the lower 
bush, and the matted ropes at each side, the pigeon-plum is 
most Ireqnently met with. Its brown mottled fruit consists of a 
Btringy pulp of a pleasant flavour surrounding hutver^ ^Wj^'s^^ 
jfcig*e stone, and is not only used by \\\<i na\.\\es \q i»T^e *- «s*- ^"^ 
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beer, but afTords food for the ely geckoes as well as the pretty 
wild doves, whilst the tree itself, with its light-coloured bark, 
smooth Bhitiing leaves, aiid Biuall greenish- white blo^ons, forms 
wbenyoiinganornamentfor a shrubbery; when old, a forest-tree 
of stately dimensions. 

Here and there too a. Io(^ pullam cotton, with its arrowy stem 
braced in armour tliat defies even the touch, and its spreading 
boughs tlirowing wide their sheltering canopy of light green 
leaves, contrasts pleasingly with the massive trunl; and dark 
regtdar foliage of the palms, the haughty plumes of which meet 
the eye at every other step. It is but very lately that I have 
had the good fortune to see the nuts on the tree, those in bearing 
being generally too lofty to admit of my seeing their fruit, which 
grows out from among the topmost brunches, though I often 
notice the ground underneath thickly strewed with the fallen 
nuts, which, shaped like those of the cocoa-palm, are when quite 
ripe about the size of walnuts. When young they resemble in 
their manner of growth a. rich cluster of grapes, but seem as if 
made of clear reddish-brown glass, with long green spiky points 
interspersed tlirough the bunch, which springs out close to the 
parent stem, and might at first be taken for a large rounded 
lump of glittering gum. They contain a beautifully white, but 
hard kernel, enclosed in an extreuiely thick strong shell, covered 
in its turn with a fibrous but yet highly oleaginous substance, 
protected by a fine skin of a bright red hue. The thick crimson 
oil so common as an article of food here, is procured from the 
pulpy outer part of the nub, which when quite ripe are beaten 
in a mortar, but without breaking the stones ; a proportion of 
water is then added, and the mass strained ; the liquid is then 
boiled, and the bright-coloured oil rbing to the surfece carefully 
skimmed off. 

Another sort of oil is made from the kernels, these, after the 
shells are broken, being picked out — parched over the fire — 
pounded, and mi^ed with water, which is then also boiled and 
skiinme*!. This is called " nut-oil," gives a beautiful light when 
used in lamps, and is, I believe, well known in England (whlthep 
the nuts themselves are esportfd for manufacture), but in the 
interior it is kept until it gets thick like butter, when it is eaten 
by the natives as well as Uie cotftmou "^ -^ta 0*?" TV* ■^Mko. vi a. 



n.] USES OF THE PALM-TEEE. 



m 

^^BbI; valuable tree to the people of this country. BesideB oil 
they obtain their favourite beverage of palm-wine by tapping the 
trunk under every biincli of fruit i and from each opening nearly 
a gallon of liquiii can be obtained in a single day. "When 
perfectly fresh-drawn, ttiis wine is sweet and pleasant to the 
tAste, but soon fermenting, becomes quite an intoxicating drink. 
The palm-cabbage too is got from a peculiar species of the tree, 
of which we have several ; their branches being less thick and 
shady, and (ar more prickly than (hose of the Elais gvmeensis : 
but although now it is at times to be bought in Freetown market, 
being brought acro^ from the Bullom shore, the natives in the 
interior do not cut it down for their own use, unless in a lime of 
scarcity. They also tell me that two large, (at, white grubs are 
to be found in the heart of the palm, and esteemed by negro- 
epicures as more delicate eating than the cabbage ! We ent 
down one lately, and I foimd that Fanyah went every day for 
some time to try and find these said dainties, but I suppose some 
of the other servants had been beforehaud, her search proving 
unsuccessful. 

I do not wonder at the blacks being loath to destroy a tree 
that is in every respect such a source of riches. Besides what 
it affords as food, its leaves make a good and durable thatch, 
while by stripping off the green part and twisting the fibres, a 
strong thread is manufactured, which ia not only employed in 
sewing, but to make fishing-lines and nets. I have seen too a 
thick Jell-like sort of cloth prepared from the inner hark of the 
palm, and from both the leaves and outer-bark baskets and mala 

The " hush ** just now is redolent with tlie perfume of the 
"great white bell-flower," and ils sister the " trumpet -shaped 
tree lily," the branches of which seem more heavily laden with 
their magnificent blossoms than we have observed in any season 
since we first found them out. 
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I Sudden changes of the Almosiihere — " Ting-bing " — Bats — " Cut-Grass " 
— Young Alligator — Fniil of Boih PlaaW — Forest Trees — Monkej 
liMusl — Dovea — " Pepper Bird " ^ Christmas and MocfcJng Birds — 
Kingfishers, &e. — Palm-Bird's Nest — ConTolvulases — Acacias — 
Tomitrind Trees — The " Rose Eater." 

May 8th. 
After a morning of intense heat, witii tlie thermometer at 88°, 
a heavy tornado came on about noon, when, afler the glass had 
n about two degrees, it was hung out of tlie window for a 
minutes, in which short space of time it actually fell 18° 
furtjier; co you see the rapidity witii which the atmosphere 
changes in this climate. Vivid lightning and violent rain con- 
tinued for many hours afterwards, and now in the evening the 
land-wind ia blowing very strongly. 

A few days ago, the little boy Dan, who is fonder of setting 
snares in the bush than of any other occupation, brought into the 
house a very curious little animal, called a " Dong," " Emma," or 
a " Ting-bing " in country language. Its body is scarcely lai^;er 
than that of a full-grown mouse, and it has a long, bushy taiL 

■ Its head is shaped somewhat like a cat's, only it has a very- long 
pointed nose. It has large prominent eyes which glance like 
diamonds, and on each foot has five fingers, precisely like those 
of a monkey, but the fore-finger is furnished with a claw. The 
fur is a reddish-grey, with a sort of green gloss on it Altogether 
it is a pretty little creature, and thrives very nicely, and although 
^^ seemingly very fond of sugar and sweet-things, tries to catch 
^^L flies and mosquiloes, which it eats. It has a very shrill ringing 
^^B cry, to which it only appears to give utterance when pleased ; it 
^^B has also a dissatisfied kind of note, but seldom allows either of 
^^M them to be heard.* 

^H Another (iay the same boy brought me a bat of a very light 
^^H * Its ears were remarkably large, but eiqaisitely delicate, hare and 
^^^^alalonB— the hind kits beiDg{oDgs,nd.f.beDtbcr& short, ihc extended figure 
^^^ieseabled ibat of the bar«. 
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grey colour, and witli a head actually shaped like Uiat of a youitg 
calf! I never saw an iiniinal witli so mild ati eye aa ihis bat, and 
altogether — from the short look I had ere it took advantage of 
an open window to regain its liberty — 1 thought it remarkably 
pretty ; very different from another sort more common jiere, and 
which is much smaller, with a black leatiiery skin and liideously 
wrinkled face. 

1 have just seen for the first time a strange animal which the 
country- people hunt for food, and call a " cut-gras.e," as it lives 
upon herbage. It is sometJiing between a pig and a porcupine, 
and about aa large as a tolerably -sized young pig. It is clothed 
witli exceedingly strong, hard, coarse bristles, has a cleft upper 
lip which fully displays its large vicious-looking teeth, and is 
very fat and uglj, with five toes upon its fore feet, and four 
upon the hinder ones. A young crocodile was caught at the 
brook about a week ago, which Dan has taken under his especial 
protection, keeping it in an oldcask, under the shade of an orange- 
tree, close to the stables, and feeding it with "potla-potta," or 
muddy water. This uncouth kind of pet is aliuost three feet 
long at the least, but its dark scaly hody is scarcely thicker than 
that of a large guana which used to prowl about on the walks 
last year, until some of the servants or workpeople caught it to 
form the basis of their soup-dinner. Monkeys, rats, squirrels, 
and various sorts of birds, including hawks, they also think ex- 
cellent food, and there is no end to the different sorts of leaves 
and berries they eat. 

The black people, and the monkeys together, are so fond of 
the thin coating of pulp which surrounds the seed of the Thu»' 
bergia Chrytopt, that it is seldom I can get it in a iit elate to 
plant. It is pretty hanging in the " bush " with its hard rind of 
a deep reddish orange colour, and about as large as a Seville 
orange. The seeds, which resemble black kidney-beans, are 
.enclosed in a slight parchment-like sheath, and then disposed in 
compartments. One really beautiful " bush-fruit " shaped some- 
what like a lime, and of a bright yellow at one end, gradually 
shading into scarlet, is still more prized by the blacks, though 
really coiitaining nothing except seeds like those of the tamarind, 
,eoibedded in an insipidly sweet and viscous mattw •, wVaV '■'vjas. 
}Token, a niilk-wlme and highly g\\it,vttou* \\i\ce wns* ^t^'ia <>*». 
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rind. The leaf is light green and rather oval in form, but the 
flower I have never seen. The eoun try -people suy this fruit ia 
not the same as the real pomegranate, onlj " sister to um." 

They are also very fond of another called by them the "palm 
ground-nut," which I presume is a corruption of pomegranate, 
as it has a crimson riad, and is full of large black ^eeds surrounded 
by au acid pulp scarcely thicker iu cunaisteiice than cream. 
Mauy diifereut plants are found in the bush bearing white flowers 
very similar in scent and appearance to those of the coffee-shrub, 
the leaf of which they also resemble. The blacks call these trees 
" wild coffee." One of them has a peculiarly rich-looking round 
berry of a bright brick colour, powdered over with a white 
fartua, but it contains three seeds quite difTerent from tiiose of 
the real coffee. 

I know few things that stamp our scenery with a fore 
aspect — always excepting the palm and plantain tribe — more 
than the few remaining forest trees of the colony ; their trunks 
at the base farming, as it were, high niches, whose sides gradually 
decrease iu breadth as they ascend, until they insensibly taper 
off to nothing at a considerable height up the trees. It may 
seem a very whimsical and far-fetched illustration, but I have 
seen no figure at all approaching to the appearance of that part 
of the trunk, — except a closed umbrella, held so as the handle 
(which should not exceed the spokes in length) rests on 
ground, and then whirled round until all the folds stand out; or 
it might be better to [fancy about half a dozen great chairs, 
deserving' the name of easy from their circular form, but made 
of hard wood, and with their backs leaning' against Ihe tree,- 
placed closely round its stem. You may thus have same idea c 
the odd formation of the base of these trees ; but stUl ihdr 
wooden buttresses are of enormous size and various shapes, sc 
triangular, some curving round horseshoe -wise, and others again 
still more irregular. They are evidently a means of support t< 
the tree, many of which stand quite exposed to the fury of the 
storm wind on a high bleak hill, and show, by their being 
unencumbered by a single branch for perhaps u])warda of forty 
feet, that forjnerly they were far too darkly and closely liemmed 

by their fellows of tlie foieat, to have either room or 

expanding their boughs any neater \o ■Cft^ a-wtaiifc ^S 'Con ewt'^. 
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One of llie buBh-patlis passes close to a splendid tree-acacia, 
culled commonly the " monkey locust," the bark of which being 
of a uniform shade of reddiah-browa, contrasls strongly witli that 
of all the other trees, and gives the appearance of rusty iron to 
the stately trunk — that rising like a symmetrical column, dis- 
plays its giant boughs towering high above tlie surraunding 
foliage, and richly adorned by their gracefully feathery leaves 
of the most vivid dark-green. Early of a morning, beautiful 
small green squirrels, with tlie softest of glossy furs, and brightest 
of sly little eyes, are constantly to be seen springing from branch 
to branch of this their favourite tree, whose long fruit-pods no 
doubt alford the pretty creatures abundance of food. It gives 
shelter (o many a bird too, which, as my humble steed paces 
soberly past, fly startled into some more solitary part of the bush, 
Btflrcely aifording me even a glimpse of their plumage. More 
tlian once I have perceived near this spot a brown bird about the 
size of a fieldfare, that on taking wing spreads its tail like a fan, 
showing it to contain two orange- coloured feathers. Tlio wood- 
pecker abounds in these coverts, and makes a loud monotonous 
Bound with its bill, as it runs up the old timber-trees, quite dis- 
similar to the tapping noise of our English species. I had a 
good opportunity of seeing two which M— — shot. Each was 
nearly as large as a thrush, with the same sort of mottled breast 
enlivened by some touches of bright scarlet. The neck and upper 
part of the back was of an olive-green, darker on the wings, 
which were vari^ated witli regular while spots on every feather ; 
those of the lower part of the back were lead- colour, tipped 
with scarlet ; and the tail, which was very short, and contained 
only sJK feathers, each tapering to a point, was of a dull brownish 
black. One of these specimens had a small scarlet crest, the 
other's head was unadorned and of a deep glossy black. 

Both the brown and green doves are very common with us, 
but (hey are extremely shy, and their plaintive note is heard 
much ofteuer than they themselves are seen. I have never found 
out a guinea-fowl here, but we have a red-legged partridge, or 
" bush-fowl," as the negroes term it, and which seems of very 
solitary habits, as but one only is to be seen at the same time, 
that, starting up, darts away on " whirring wing" Rks. Mii tjOwet 
H|kTtrid^e, It iias a monotonous ainJ 8\m\\ iwXe, a.n&. a, ■\ixcf«^ 
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and red plunuige. I have alrE;ady described in an early Uttec 
prettiest and tamest birds, but there are various olhers about 
the grounds that are all but coni|i]ete Btrangers to me. There ift 
the "pepper-bird," whose note ia an admirable warning to bush* 
thieves, being nothing more nor less than thb one forcible sen- 
tence drawled out in genuine African patois, " You teef I get 
out o' dere !" and which is the first to be heard of a calm morn- 
ing, of the many notes that pierce the air around our dwelling. 
The blacks say the bird that has tliis singular song lives upon 
the pods of the small red capsicum plant, but whether it be & 
large browu bird with slender curved bill, or a very tiny and 
dark-grey one that appears equally siiy with the first, I hav* 
never been able to ascertain. Twice this season I have had a 
glimpse of a black bird with red bill, and which, except in b 
of handsomer shape, quite resembles the " merle" of the north. 
The natives call it "Christmas bird," because it first appears at 
that time, but as it seemeil to me to hop along the ground, 
instead of to fiy, I think it may probably be the " walking 
drongo." One remarkably gracefully-shaped bird, exactly re- 
sembling the yellow wagtail, except in having plumage of ft 
lighter shade, is verj' lame, allowing any person to approaoh 
quite near it, and has the same long mark round the eye that ii 
common to several of the birds here, anil gives so arch an ei* 
pression to their gecjerally pretty faces. Another wagtail, (A 
greyish green plumage, appears at the commencement of thfl 
raiuf, and lias a tort of &mi]iar British aspect that I greatly lika 

We have tlie mocking-bird coo, and though not aware <~ 
having seen it, think 1 have heard it; as after the first time thi 
a wheelbarrow was used here, we used constantly for seven 
days to hear a creaking saund exactly like that made by it a 
being wheeled along ; and which apparently proceeded from 
some bird snugly hidden in the trees. I have also heard a tui 
that has been whistled, almost immediately imitated, evidently I 
an unseen and fuathered songster. 

The kingfisher most common here is larger tlian the Britii 
one, and though clumsily formed, like most of his kind, is of e* 
quisitely beautiful plumage. As it glances past with the rapidil 
of a meteor, its wings gleam in every shade of blue, from tl 
palest turquoise to t\te dee'pesX. \a,^\s \B:i.ii^\, ^ni axe «e.t, off t 
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ly hiack on the ahouldera and edges. I iiave one dried 

specimeu which M shot, and certainly the brilliance uf its 

colours rivals that of the hummiug-bird. The tail is of the same 
rkh blue as its wings, and the feathers on the back are bright 
chestnut, bordered with blue. The neck is of a grey stone- 
colour, and the head and breust chestnut. It has a long red beak, 
fitted to utter a harsh, disoontenteil, andniosl peevish screech, that 
often attracts me to the windows, when I never fell to see the 
glittering bird, either winging its an'owy flight through the air, 
OF perched upon some one of the trees close to the house. Tiie 
colony boasts of a Binull and crested kingfisher of still more 
gorgeous colours, but I have never seen one. 

On the piece of table-gpouud at the summit of the Zigzag, I 
oHeti listen in the early morning to the sprigiitfy song of a bird 
that, soaring up to tlie sky, reminds me of our own cheerful lark ; 
and many are the strange notes heard at times in the bush, the 
most harmonious of which is like the sound produced by a first 
attempt at playing ujMn musical glasses. 

A bird, whose cry at one time resembles that of a whipped 
puppy, and at another reminds you of tlie wliistling of a boy who 
knows no tune, besides sundry odd noises to wliicii I can g;ive no 
■iroilitiidc — perched itself on the tamarind-tree one day and was 

shot by M , Its head is very clumsy, flat-topped, with dark 

brown eyes ; excessively broad-based, sharp-pointed, short beak, 
slightly hooked at point, the ijiside of which and the outer edges 
are yellow, the rest rusty black. The head, beak, throat and 
upper part of the wings arearich brown. The wing-fealhere are 
light blue on the broadside beneath, and black upon the narrow; 
outside for an inch from the point of each feather they are black, 
the broad side being light, and narrow side deep blue. The tail 
is shaded light azure, tipped with black, except the two centre 
feathem (which are uppermost when the tail is sliut) being all 
black. The under part of the body is a pale bltie, and it is 
altogether an extraordinary bird. 

During the dry season swallows visit us in great numbers, and 
I have often flattered myself that they might be some of those 
who had juat spent their summer with you ; but after ai!, am 
inclined to believe tljat the nearer shares afford a better wiiit«.T 
.t than this (or all our nugraloi^ Btv>:i^\i IsVaiAa <A "Csir, 
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ieathered class. The lirown-crested birds, which from thei 
we &miliarly called " Perriwiga," are our constant compaiiiona 
They remain here at all seasons, never tire of their lively » 
aud seem to fear no one. They are especial &voiirites of mine 
and not withstanding their sober hne, have such handsome figures 
tliat they cause even their more gorgeously robed acquaiDtancw 
to look quite awkwaid beside them. Another and larger brova 
bird, with white tliroat and breast, plain unoniameuled head, 
and mild dove-like eyes, sometimes yenturea to remind the 
perriwiga that they must not monopolize all the little yellov 
figs of the Indian-rubber tree; but its habits appear totally 
di&ereni, as it climbs up the bark almost like a wood-pecker, 
hides itself among the leaves, and takes to flight if we only look 
at it; whilst its coroneted hosts hop about in the most flaunq 

—perch on this twig, then on that, gaily singing a 
chattenng all the time, and even seem as if they talked a 
nodded their pretty heads to whoever looked at thera from tte 
windows. A very small and primrose-coloured bird is equally 

» forward, flying almost in at the open casements, with iu shrQ 
" Quy-quee-quy," which it sings out so loudly, you would Ihi " 
the note proceeded from a body twice its size. 
This is but a meagre summary of the many birds i 
aspects aud notes alike have so otlen attracted my notice ai 
admiration during iny residence here ; but the heat and genet 

Iunheallhiness of the climate, the impossibility of threading one 
steps tlirough tangled and intricate thickets in some places, ai 
the total want of shelter in others, throw serious obstacles in tl 
way of atlainiug even a superficial knowledge of the most iat 
resting objects the country presents. 
The nest of the palm-bird is very curious. Tt ia round, witj 
a short covered avenue of woven g;rass leading Ij3 it, and bavin 
only a small entrance. Nothing can equal the neatness wit 
which it is stitched as it were to a leaf or two of the btaii<j 
where it hangs, and by which means it is attached so firml 
that the twig itself will break ere the nest falls. But whii 
strikes me as being most ingenious in its little builder, is a shoi 
twist of grass being fastened between it and the bough as a soi 
of " gay " or balance, and which causes the pendent and tra^ 
structure to swing in perfect safctj 4u.T\n% \W VKa^^est ^usts 6 



»^< 



T.] FLOWERS, 



The prettiest nast I ever saw was that of a liuniming- 
bird, which had been blown from its sniig resting-place in 
the cleft of a coffee-tree stem, when the tree itself had broken 
over in a violent tornaiio. It was made of the softest of mosses 
— green outside, and lined with a delicate velvety grey ; and so 
atoall that my little French watch could just have fitted into it. 

lA/k, — We had a *ery heavy tornado last nig-ht, which ren- 
dered this mornings cool, the glass being only 82"^. On going 
out I discovered in full bloom near the ancient palm-tree, 
quantities of a bulb I have not seen for several seasons, and which, 
IVom being most commonly found growing in the grass-fields, 1 
used to call the grass-fieU lily.* It is very pretty, being com- 
posed of six lily-like petals, each about four inches long, and of 
the most delicate while, with a peach-coloured streak up the 
centre of each. Its six white wax-lilte stamens are surmounted 
by broad black anthers. 

There are at present also growing at the roots of trees, rich 
groups of a bright deep-red flower f that, rising from a thick 
green stalk covered with brown spots, is composed of hundreds 
of florets clustered closely together into one great rou tided mass; 
and anotiier lily-flowering plant with long streaming petals of 
scarlet and orange enlivens the undenvooJ, where it grows so 
high that at first I lielieved it climbed among their branches. 

Convolvuluses here seetn to bloom all the year round. I have 
Been one pretty buff specimen with a crimson centre, but they are 
generally lilac or white, each flower appearing to spring out 
of a canoe-shaped leaf, which manages to retain the dew long 
after the sun has dried up every other leaf and blade of grass, 
and by this means the cup is kept moist for one day, when, like 
the cistuses, it fades. 

One very common creeper has a small bell-shaped white 
blossom, that grows in thick bunches like our furze. Its milk- 
white cups open only when the sun shines upon them, but they 
are very pretty, either when embroidering the footpath reminding 
us that it requires clearing, and looking boldly up to the bright 
sky from their humble situation, or when displaying their closed 
tufts under the shade of some high branch to which they have 

Cr'wum BrouBsonetJ, \ 'HaMtta.iifliMi^u.'A'Q.tarta. 
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^^H clanibered. The bush on the "Zigzag" has attained a great 
^^H beight in some places, and just now is partivularly ibrtile ia 
^^H fioWNS, especially a species of tlie " tree carnation," nLich 
^^H bepn to conjecture must be the Frangipaae of the West Indies, 
^^H This new plant is uf more lowly growth iban the other. Ila 
^^m blossoms axe in compaaics of six or eight tt^ether, and thei^ 
^^H peiala are neither so long, nor do tliey twist round so much, ai 
^^B ibcwe of our old friend, but they are quite as fragrant, and beti^' 
in clusters have upon tlie whole a richer appearance. 

The flowers growing wild here, have been indeed one untiriitg 
source of interest to me ever since I name amongst theui ; aod' 
yet I tnow they are, except with a few striking exceptiona, 
udther so goi^eous nor beautiful as the greater part of those 10 
be found in many other tropical lauds ; especially South America, 
that mine whence are derived some of the choicest treasures of oui 
English hothouses : nor are they genentlly so sweet-scented ad. 
the mass of our old heme garden &vouritee. Still I know ~ 
stiall never hear the name of Sierra Leone hereafter, without V 
vision rising up before me, of (he shady paths on this lonely iaS^ 
with their strange trees laden with bright berries and tempting- 
looking " bush " fruit, and enwreathed by the many -col aureiti 
blossoms of magnificent climbei's. Pleasant memories cling t 
much more naturally to us than those that are unpleasant. Ft 
now it is not the enows and leafiess woods of Britain that art 
recalled to s>y mind's ^e half so readily as the orchards anil 
hawthorn hedges, in all the glory of thar May bloom, with tke 
primrose banks of earlier spring ; and the very first tufts of th* 
yellow luid purple crocuses, to the lovely roses of later summeTi 

" Thai grew within the garden over dear, 
With ruddy apple bleadeil, and the thorn 
On wWch the cuiranl ripened, humble cheer. 
Bat well worth golden fruit of fordgu climate born." 

But lo return to this country. Besides the African laburoun, 
we have here two other pretty jellow-flo waring elirubs. On* 
bears racemes of butter-cup shaped blossoms, theAvinged seeds dI 
which ere ripening are beautifully streaked with Ught green anit 
reil, like those of our handsomest scarlet climber. The otbi 
reminds me very much ai bioom Vj \.\\e ^a-'j '^w, ?m-««t», ^ow on 
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theBpray, and also in being: tinged with deep red, but they are 
stellated. Those of one very rare climber with a delicious scent 
somewhat resemble a bunch of purple anriculaa ; and I once saw, 
when out riding', a curious flower that consisted of but one finely 
pencilled crimson and lilac petal, bu ihapcd as to appear like one 
of a circle of five that had fallen off, and with three long stamens 
projecting from it. The shrub on which this grew had a sih'ery 
green leaf and looked particularly pretty, but unfortunately was 
destroyed liy fire, ere we succeeded in getting a slip of it. 

Cue tall tree bears a Qower exactly the same as London pride, 
so far as I can recollect the latter ; and tiiere are in the busb 
numerous slirubs quite like the snowberry plant. 

Of the acacia tribe there are here very many different sorts. 
That with the yellow, sweet scented, globular blossom, lia^ a 
thorny stem, a rough brown bark, aud a very pretty dark green 
little leaf. It makes when growing a good fence, but the wood, 
if by chance used as fuel, lias a most disagreeable sroell ; and 
even when it is being pruned or cut down this odour is dii^tiuclly 
perceptible. Another with the same doubly -pinnated leaves has 
singularly pretty flowers shaped itomewliat like those of the palm- 
willow. These light drooping blossoms are pale lilac for about 
an inch from their stalks, where they are also thickest, but the 
remaining half inch of minute florets is of a bright yellow. These 
two kinds, besides the thorny creeping acacia, with (he fragrant 
round white blossom, are remarkable for the estrema beauty and 
delicacy of their foliage. Another leguminous shrub, very 
common in the bush here, has a smooth bark and straggling 
branches clothed with laburnum-like leaves, while its pretty lilac 
and white blossoms are papilionaceous, and hanging in long 
clusters, have a rich effect. This tree bears very pretty pods which 
are quite flat, and contain four or five deep chestnut-coloured 
seeds, each about two inches long, and about half an inch broad. 
These are brittle as paper, than which they are scarcely thicker, 
and every one lies closely packed and flat until shaken out, when 
they all hang from the pod, to which they are attached by long 
slender threads. 

I have already told you of the noble monkey loouat-tree i 
'but the common locust-tree is almost eciuall^ bea.W\^"\. '\'«. 
pnt foJJag-e is of a pale green, and \.\\e &0'«eT , "mXwAv ife'^ivA'* 
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from a long flexile Btulk, is in the form of a large crimsDa liall, 
pods, each about a foot long, and lliree quarters of 
an inch broad, spring from tlie rough round knob left when 
the flower is shed. One pnd contains from twenty to twenty-fbur 
seeds, encased in u yellow farina of a sweet taste, and of which 
the native children are particularly fond. 

The t&marind* is one of the same family. It hasa venerable* 
looking rough grey bark, and pinnated leaves of a dull tight 
green. The blossoms come out in little tufts from the sides of 
the boughs, and are remarkable for the way in which the threo 
amati petals of each are vari^ated with sCreats of red ; 
petals being otherwise of a light yellow, as are also tlie calyxes.' 
The few pods borne by ours were rough and hard, about four o 
£ve inches long, and of a roundish shape. The pulp inside is 
intensely acid tu its raw state. 

The leaves and pods of the velvet or wild tamarind')' are qaite 
different from those of its more civilized namesake, tlie former 
being larger and having only four on the spray, besides 
terminal one, whilst they have quite a glossy surface. Its flowW 
is insignificant, but the pod, which is but a small shining blade 
shell, like a round velvet button, contains a single seed aup- 
Tounded by a mealy powder, which tlie blacks eat. 

In riding along the bush paths, I often see lying on the ground. 
curious lai^e pods, in texture so much resembling leather, tliat 
the first one I noticed I actually fancied to be part c 
shoe. But observing quantities of the same substance lying 
near the spot, I found out my mistake, and subsequently g 
several of them before they had split open and dropped off. Eftcl( 
had closely packed in it four or five broad, flat, brown h&ais) 
fully an inch and a half square. One day last February, I dift- 
covered one or two young pods of this species, and hoped t 
gather them when ripe to take home as curiosities, but I could 
never make out afterwards on which tree in the bush they vetti 
and suppose they had somehow or other been plucked olT. It ii 
very difficult in the dense bush to diiitinguish individual planU 
when Rot in flower, unle.'a one ties a strip of coloured etulT round 
the stem or marks it in some way or other. 

Tamarindus mdisa. \ CMimaniMaSitij:^ 
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Our Chinese and dwarf scarlet damask-roses on the parapet 
are in beautiful bloom just now ; but notwithstanding the bamboo 
fence all round, — one of the goats, a pretty fawn-coloured 
creature, with great stag-like eyes, and a startled look, contrives 
to leap over all obstacles to get at the rose-trees, for the leaves 
of which she has a. most unaccountable liking; so that we dis- 
. Ung^uish her by the title of the Rosc'eater. 
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Httinbows — AmarjUis — Ginger — PnHingnotiM of favourite FIowstb — 
HogPlam — Povertj of Fmils indigenous M Africa, as compared 
II108E of other Iropieal climates — Water-lemon — Gaaya jelly — 1 
— CaEhew-nnl — Ci nuBin on-tree— Talacnna — Fangns — Oroliideous V 

Jane ISL 

The heavy rains, hot suns, chilly winds, thunderstorms, ar 

tornadoes of the present season, raise many a cheerful cootra 

n my uiiud to the weather you should all be enjoying at honu 

I juat now ; and cause me to wish we had an Aladdin's lamp b 

I traosport us to England, instead of having to wait for so sluggid 

I ft mode of conveyance us a heavily ladeu merchant- vessel. 

We have often observed that the sayiug of 

"A rainbow iu the moruiiig h Ibe shepfaerd'e varning, 
A rainbou' at night is ibe Ebe|iIiL-rd'E deligLt," 

should he reversed in this climate, at least as regards ths 
evening warning ; for very commonly a beautiful rainbow I 
the precursor of a tornado, and it always, without a tornado 
betokens that the nest day will be wet. 

Our beautiful white amaryllia is in richer bloom now thai 
I ever saw it before, having five of its magnificent white flowei 
crowning each stalk. The bergamot plant and the woodruff)) 
scented shrub are also now in full blossom ;— while on the cleam 
side of the hill above this, bordering the path leading out Ii 
the Regent road by (he bamboos and ant's-nest palm-tre^ i 
a wide patch of most flourishing ginger ; a plant that Seems ft 
be much of the same habit and nature with the Malaguetb 
pepper, only the leaves of the ginger are short and narrow, anf 
spring singly from the stalk, which is not above two feet i) 
height, and its pale rose-coloured flowers are much snialler ant 
more insignificant looking. I have never been satisfied with m] 
attempla at preserving lis young green roots ; but since coniintf 
I out last have uften succeeded in ninkin^ Ntrj ^<nA ^a<ys^-beer, 
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substituting one or two bottles of porter for yeast — a. thing one 
caunot get in this climate. 

But leisure would fiiil me did I attempt to give you a parting 
description of all my friends of the floral kingdom here. I liave 
from time to time made you acquainted, in a homely manner, with 
the most remarkable and the most ftagrant :' so that although 
the seeds sent did not flourish as I had wished, still you will have 
some idea of many of tJie tropic blossoms, that are now as familiar 
to me as the wild flowers of my native land. I have a fen tolerably 
good dried speeimenB too, which I hope to convey hoine in safety. 

There are still unnoticed the various common marigolds rich 
Id golden rays, and much of a size with your petted cinerarias. 
There ore also the lowly blue and Llac pea-bloasoms, great 
&vourites of miue, and about the same rank in African flower 
society as blue-bells and pansier are at home ; and we have 
diilerent sorts of small white starry cups, that I like from their 
resemblance to your wood anemone. Nor must I forget a 
humble grass that bears a. feathery blue flower, a patch of which 
in full bloom well compensates for the absence of daisies and 
buttercups. The ground-nut with its papilionaceous blossoms of 
bright yellow, and leaves a little like thoiie of clover, only grow- 
ing in pairs of four upon the stalk, deserves a word of remem- 
brance for its pretty aspect when in flower, as well as for its 
excellent fruit. Zinnias, everlastings, water-lilies, and magni- 
ficent African marigolds, I have seen here, but not growing wild. 
We lately got from a friend some slips of a shrub with a pretty 
iaurel-like leaf, and bearing a splendid yellow flower, consisting 
of one velvety petal, deeply cleft into five roimded segments 
that rather turn back when fiill blown, Jt was found in the 
bush in the low ground, but the slips we have planted on the 
parapet seem likely to flourish. 

Our monkey apple-trees bore richly this season. Thickets of 
them and of the brown-plum have, since I came fiist to the hill, 
apriiDg up on all sides to so considerable a height, that did I not 
rememlier how very rapidly trees shoot ujnward in the tropics, it 
would seem as if I had been here ten years instead of leas than five. 

The hog-plumf is one of the fruits that are much prizeil by 
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the negroes. A fine lar^ tree of this sort grows on Mount 
Oriel, close to the old house, kindly shellering the battered roof 
by its spreading- branches, among whose shining dark-green 
pointed leaves tlie bright yellow plums look very pretty. They 
are of an oval shape, scurcely larger than Uamsons, and liave 
rather a slight flavour of turpentine, that renders then 
opinion, by no means pleasant to the taste. 

There is no question but that many of the vegetable pro- 
duetioris formerly found growing wild here have been lost 
through the indiscriminate burning of bush. Yet still 
lo me that, as compared with what oue hears of otheT tropical 
regions, Afrioa is very inferior in its fruits. Those Lil>eTated~ 
Africans I have asked about, tiieir own country in th( ' 
tell me that they have none of the fruit-trees that are cultivated 
in this place, except the banana, plantain, and (I think, though it 
is difficult to make out exactly from their mode of expressing 
tliemselves) the pawpaw and guava also. 1 rather fancy that 
even these are not indigenous, but have been brought 
early period from the West Indies, or Brazil, by ships trading 
for slaves. The bush fruits, such as I have oiien described tO' 
you, though of ornamental appearance, are all extremely poor, 
and these no doubt are natives of the soil, as are the ptib 
eluding the cocoa-nut tree. 

The sugar-apple, the avocado or alligator pear, and the watw- 
lemon,* are fruits which have been recently introduced hers 
from the West Indies. We have now on the hill a few young 
plants of the two first raised from seed. I have never 
last growing. It is the size of a small lemon, and the same ehape^ 
except in being more pointed at the ends ; and has a very soft^' 
though tough, yellow rind spotted over with white. It is mucfa: 
liked by most people, although containing merely a pleasant- 
lasted pulp full of flat brown seeds, which it is impossibli 
separate from the eatable part. It has also an agreeable aromatto 
scent, and altogether is a nice-looking fruit; but really 1 do not 
consider it worth the trouble of eating, tlje usual mode of 

to suck the pulp through a hole made at one end of the fruit. 

A guava,t of a deep purple colour, and not larger than a very 

e cherry, is now cultivated in some gardens here, and ia mw ' 
• Passiflora lauritulia, \ ■^w&u.io. saSsXtiooKiia. 
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prettier than the commou yellow sorts. I also saw lately a new 
variety of banana, which was of a {lull red, and very Email. I 
thought it too luscious, except whea cut in slices and fried like 
plaiitai)], when it made an excellent dish. 

The sweetmeats of both East and West Indies being famed, I 
was at first very ambitious to try to make some, having tlie same 
sort of fruit that grows in these countries. But I cannot Bay I 
ever succeeded : altliough my guests politely ate and praised my 
guava jelly, I myself thought it very inferior, and never so 
pretty and clear as that sent home from abroad ; and being told 
that Iianging over a stove, the heat of which rendered tlie tem- 
perature of tlie room so high as 96", was even to the acclimated 
a hazardous exiierimeut, I soon gave up all idea of becoming a 
proficient in mailing African preserves. 

Amongst the trees growing by the banks of the brook in the 
Buse^pple Glen, is one with a Hglit bark and liandsome 
leaf which reminds me of tliat of the walnut. I have never 
observed it in bearing, but am told it is that which produces the 
kola-nut,* and it is decidedly a native of tliis part of Africa. I 
believe the fruit grows in clusters containing several kolas. 
Those I have seen were usually about tlie ske of large walnuts, 
but resembled beans rather than nuts, each having a thick, 
.feathery skin, with a thinner one inside, tliat on being taken off 
icauses the kernel-like substance to split in two after the fashion 
of a bean. There are two sorts of kola, one being white, and 
the other the colour of beetroot. It is as bitter as quinine, and 
M said to possess the same medicinal properties. The blacks, 
aAei chewing the kola, take a draught of water, which they 
Bay it causes to '' live sweet Jn mouth." It does not seem to 
grow plentifully here, but is brought as an article of native trade 
to Freetown market, from the Bullom shore, and is esteemed 
very valuable by the negroes, by whom it is used as a compli- 
mentary token, a peace-olfering, and a pledge of betrotliment. 
They are all fond of chewing it, and old people, who have lost 
teeth, have the kernels ground into powder and eat it 

Another favourite with the natives of this place is the cashew- 
it,t or acajou a» th^ taU, -iU fl bia tree, which hi 
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originally introduced here by Europeans, grows low and spread- 
ing, and Jias a light green oval leaf rather depressed at the ti^, 
and with white veins diatinctlj marked, branching out from tfae 
centre fibre to tlie edgea. The leaves are large and glossy, and 
with the corymbs of small ted flowers, which are slightly f'ragrajit 
and appear in January, cause the tree to look veiy handsome. 
Early in March this year those at Mount Oriel wer« in ftiU 
bearing. From a yellow apple somewhat like a Keswick codling, 
but with a more beautifully polished surface than it, sprouts an 
ear-sha[ied black nut, the husk or shell of which contains be- 
tween it and the kernel a caustic oily liquid, that took tbe skin 
off my lingers as I tried to break it open. When roasted, tba 
kernel has a rich flavour and is good enough to eat ; but tiw 
apple, in which the juice separates like whey {rata curd, is 
cording to my taste, very nauseous, and mnellB like eoal-tar. la 
one variety the fruit is of a deep pink. 

There was an old cinnamon-tree lately growing on the other 
hill. Tbe leaves are narrow at both ends and gradually broaden 
out to the middle. They are of a bright shining green on 
upper surface, but undernentli are much paler, and have at each 
aide of the central one a white vein running from the stalk to 
tlie point. The bark is smooth and of a greyish brown. I 
never saw it in flower. We transplanted a young one to 
own hill, but it does not seem to flourish. 

A tree, the broad curl-edged leaf of which is used by the 
natives to thatch their huts, is very common by the sides of our 
brook and in several places throughout the bush, and bears a 
large, coarse, clumsy- loo king brown fruit, growing in clusters, in 
the same manner as cocoa-nuts do, at the top of the tree. Thest 
rough thick husks contain eight or ten seeds, shut up in separate' 
cells and embedded in a coarse thready substance, like that lining 
the pods of garden-beans. Each seed is about as large aa a horse- 
chestnut, and irregularly shaped ; they are brown outside, but 
of a beautiful wliite. The Talacuna oil is made from 
these kernels, which some of the country-people tell me they alsA 

Odiers again say this out ia not edible, but is only u 
to make oil and soap. 

On the fallen trunks and branches of trees that lie half hid 

'ong the grass and bush, (YuatvCvlAea nt b. a'jieR\«». q? tvm^ua 
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grows that is really very pretty and curious looking. 1 would 
call them funnel-shaped, only tliey spread out too flatly at top. 
Within they are of a deep shining mahogany colour, ringed 
with black ; but the surface outside is of a yellowish white, and 
the texture, lliough much harder than velliira, is about the same 
thickness, and quite as glossy. These burnished cups are of 
various sLces, some not larger than a primrose, others broad and 
expanded as great sunflowers. I have gathered these strange 
eryptogamic productions repeate<l!y and kept them for weeks in 
the house, where they undergo no change, — lesembllng all along 
artificial forms cut out in thin wood, stained tawny brown, and 
then well varnished over. 

■With_the exception of one small red flower I often see grow- 
ing upon young trees in the bush, I have never observed any of 
those orchideoua plants tlial one reads of being so common in 
the dark damp forests of South America. Tet I know they are 
to be found here, and I have noticed, very high up on the trunks, 
or rather the great branches, of our few forest-trees, tufts of 
leaves, apparently different from those of the trees themselves, 
and which no doubt belong to this singular class. 
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lU Heultli — Benefit of Tornadoes — A lingering Gaie al Afriean Scenery - 
- Foorab Bay Institutiwi — Saiikea — Freaks of the Ting.bing, 
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^^H June 3G(li. 

^^r In chronicling the pleasant things tliat appertain to this laod,, 

I those oF a contrary nature sliould not altogether be overlooked,, 

especially as they seem themselves determined to be' kept ini 

miml as well. Besides the rapid inroads the climate haa madA. 

^H in M 's health of late, I have also had, during the last few 

^^b months, repeated severe attacks of intermittent fever, that leave. 
^^B me but little equal to the eseriion of packing and preparing for 
^^^B our departure. 

^^^1 Violent tornadoes are still our almost nightly visitors ; and a 

^^^1 the howling wind nishea against the house, till you all but feel it 

^^H give final way beneatli the blast's impetuous strength, and the- 

^^H^ thunder rolls overhead or breaks in deafening crashes, while the- 

^^H lightning gleams incessantly through the darkness of the storm;' 

^^B X think how often during my residence here even such fearfilt 

H^^ sounds have been eagerly watched for and welcomed by m 

as the messengers of Heaven, that, in cooling the suffocating ail 

gave, humanly speaking, a greater chance for life to the sufl^K 

in climate fever ! And though I c-aimot but feel that the vei^ 

next flash of lightning may strike the house, still there i 

no terror mingled with that feeling, although much of avre] 

for, in the very consciousness of the utter helplessness of earlhl;^ 

■ 'ftgency, one is naturally led to rely the more humbly and Irnst- 
fiilly upon that Omnipotent yet All-meroiful I'ower, without 
whose permission a sparrow felleth not to the ground, and by 
whom " the very hairs of our head are all numbered.'' 

July 2nd. — We now trust to get away so as to be at homa 
early in October, and I have in my last ride to Mount Oriel 

t taken a farewell survey of the magnificent view Irom the broil 
of that hili — a view that aliW as aV ¥ikX ?Ai\V.«s\)De*-ni,b'j till 
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contrast presented between the civilized coraibrt of the limited 
foreground ; and the wild uncultivated aspect of the widely- 
stretching region beyond, upon whose beautiful natural features 
the seal of silence and eolitude seems always to rest But 
paseing over the river and mountain prospect, alike with the 
cheerful negro cottages bordering the road to Kissy, and the 
while-walled dwellings of our own countrymen in their wooded 
grounds ; there, on the margin of the quiet and peacefiil -loo king 
Fourali Bay, stands a large building in rapid progress of erection, 
anil whicii is to afford accommodation for the students of the 
institution, established by tlie Church Missionary Society, for the 
education of natives as teachers, or even to be ordained as 
clergymen. And where is the British heart that would not feel 
proud in reflecting to what nation afowe these Liberated Africans 
owe their redemption from hereditary bondage, their advancement 
in civilization, and, above ail, that knowledge of Christianity 
which it is to be hoped they will in their turn propagate amongst 
their heathen brethren, not only on the banks of the famed and 
fatal Niger, but all along the slave-trading line of coast ? 

Yes ! wliile she may well mourn and lament over the fearful 
loss of human life sustained by her on this pestilent shore, let 
England at the same time take comfort in the testimony given 
by these reclaimed barbarians and converted pagans, towards the 
real and lasting good efrecte<l by her heroic and persevering 
^deavouTS in suppressing the slave-trade. 

Jn returning home I saw a very large black snake glide under 
the aide of the road ; and another day, whilst riding 
rjth M along that shady patli between the Monkey Locust- 
tree and the gate leading up to tlie Zigzag, we passed near a 
most formidable- looking snake, that was coiled round tlie stem 
of a tree, with its head stretched out as if to see what we were 
about. The horses started violently, and the horsemen shouted 
witli alarm, but the reptile did not stir. It was the lai^est snake 
I ever saw here, and seemed, from the very respectful glance 1 
gave it, to be mottled black and yellow. 

The grey and green whip-snakes are both rather fond of 

prowling near the house. M sliot one of the latter sort 

from a window the other day, and he also shot one near the 
kjitables marked in the same way, but,\? ti'«\LV^%n.'a!».ii,'sai«asoi.- 
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iiiooly large — its body being about seven inches round, and il 
lengtli fully seven feet two inches. Tlie servants were ail i 
terror at it, tuul declared it to be the most venomoiia suake i 
the country, lis mouth, being thrust open with (he euil of I 
stick, showed its jawa were well furnished witJi sharp teeth. 

The curious little bush-aninial, caught iu April, continuea ti 
thrive nicely, and baa became very tn.nie. It laps up millt « 
custard like a dog or cat, and, if a. spoouful of food be held oU 
to it, advances quite boldly and begins to eat, taking up AOf 
thing solid in its fore-paws, and nibbling it like a mouse. It ha 
got a. comfortable box to live in, but by no means approves o 
being moped up there, and it accordingly is uccasionallj p** 
mitted to run free about tlie piazzas — and how the playful tbiii( 
skips about and eujoy^i itself! It even climbs upon M — —'i 
shoulder, and then springs on his writing-table, where it plays d 
" hide-and-seek " amongst the papers, taking uow and then a sly 
peep into the iuk-bottle. Then, with the ^ility and action of I 
squirrel, it makes a succession of leaps over sofa, tables, aw 
chairs, climbs up the storm- curtains, runs along the iron rdds a 
top, and, in the height of its glee, luuglia out its shrill, menj] 
ringing note, till llie very house echoes again. 

But when the time for putting it into its box for the night 
comes, it generally tliinks proper not to be found ; a.Dd tha 
commences a search, in which the fing-bing baffles me mors 
by sliowing itself every other minute, and then lightning-lik^ 
vanishing, than if it werelo remain completely concealed. Here 
I see the wicked bright eyes gleaming from out some snug corner^ 
but, as I put out my hand to seize the little creature, away it 
whisks again like a vision, and aided by Fanyah (for whom by 
the by it evinces no liking) I hunt evcrywiiere, until there 
out the brilliant living opals again at the farthest extremity of 
the piazza, or perhaps in another apartment alt<^ther. W* 
attempt to catch it, and the nest miuule it is overhead, perched oD' 
the top of an open door. Sometimes, as if tired of its gambols, 
hold out a hand, it will jump into it, but otherwise we hava 

poimce upon the tiny animal and take it prisoner by force. 
Ii struggles so when being put into Its box, tliat often its inipor< 
tuflilyrlike that of a spoiled child, prevails, and it gets leave to 
\Otber frolic. But aomettmes "\l \a verj naa^v:^ , oiid bites 
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our fingers with its oeedle-like leetli ; eo I usually throw a hand- 
kerchief round it, pop it into its dormitory, and, partially shut- 
tin" down the lid, gradually withdraw the protective covering, 
and thus escape its attack ; after which I put a small piece of 
sugar in through the window of its houw, to appease its indigna- 
tion at being treated so nncerem onions! y. 

It does not appear so frbkily disposed during the day, wliic.h 
seems its natural time for sleeping; but as evening comes on it 
begins to be restless, and gets more lively the later it is. One 
night I was awoke by hearing its shrill cry resounding through 
the house, and, not wishing to run the risk of losing tlie ting- 
bing, got up to see where it was. It had been that day in a 
larger box than its usual one, and had contrived somehow or 
other to push aside the loose wire grating, and was off, and no- 
where lo be found. At last, hearing a strange rustling sound on 
passing near the clock, after a sharp search I discovered my 
^vilful pet climbing up and down the ropes to which the weights 
are attached, evidently greatly delighted with the exercise of 
swinging to and fro, and very unwilling it was to he marched 
back to its box again, poor little thing! The black people say 
the dong, in its wild state, lives on fruit, and that it has no 
permanent house or nost, but seeks a new one for itself every 
night. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Sigiil the Irish Coast — A Eetrospeet — Choosing a Veasel — FarewellK 
Final Leave of the Ilill — Hospitable Friends — Drend-frnil — Embark- 
fttion — Last Look of Sierra Irfoue — Booke^ Death of the Ting^biDg— ■ 
Cape de Verde Islands — Negro SleerBraen — A motley Crew — ChiHB- 
pansee — Monkcjs — Baboon — Parrots— Gale off the Weitem Ifihindt' 
— Fair Wind — Sea Anemones — A polite Pirate — Comfort of a Filter. 

Oil board the R , off Dorsey Island, 



Once more in sigLt of land — and by good fortune have encou 
tered a pilot-boat! A bargain, to pilot us into the Cove 
Cork, has been made with the honest-looking old man, its tnasti 
who says we are somewhere betweeu Dingle and Biintry Bay. 
ran out on dect with great eagerness to catch a first glimpse ei 
the green isle of Erin, but can only distinguish brown hills antf 
rocks, of tto very prepossessing aspect. Some of the latter st 
out frowaiugly in tlie water ; one, remiudjug me of the Bass^ 
though on a much smaller scale, is called the Bull ; two lessee, 
ones ufar it, the Cow and Calf; which is all the lore I hav« 
gained to-day. 

Our good ship malces but slow progress, and whilst M- — 
the captain, and our fellow -passenger are busily engaged gles 
iug what information the pilot can afford respecting politics 
the change of ministry, &c.— I (rejoicing to be again in smood 
water) sit down to write to you, seeing there is now a prosped 
of a letter reaching you in a few days. 

Wlieu we had finally decided upon leaving Sierra Iieone, 
, course the next thing to decide upon wus a suitable vessel. 

inquiries elicited that the K had eseeflenl accommodEttioDB 

was very light for a " timber-ship," but unfortunately had i 

druuken master and sickly crew. The P , also a barquej 

was to iiave a light cargo of palm-oil, hides, arrowroot, &c. j bi 
sbe had been trading on the coast for six mouths, ber captai 
died the day she came into WiVhhit, ami V'aft cavftmand devolv* 
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upon the mate, wIjo had never taken liome a vessel before ; lier 
crew ivere all ill, and her time of sailing uncertain. The bi'ig;an- 

tiue J- , which had been long expected from the rivera, we 

now heard had lo^t her rudder, and met with eo much other 
damage as rendered it matter of doubt whether she would ever 
go to sea. 

We were recommended to wait for the R , said to be 

nicely fitted up, and now daily looked for from Yawry Bay, I 
Iiad become quite familiarized to her appearance wliilst ^he re- 
mained in the harbour, discharging her cargo of coals, on arriv- 
ing from England ; and, tliough remembering it was anything 

save inviting, felt very anxioiio for her return, that M 

might inspect her accommodations. 

On Saturday the 1 1 th of July, a signal and white fiag led me 
to the window, in time to seej immediately beyond Wilberforce, 
a large ship with the English mere bant- ensign displayed, stand- 
ing in for the harbour, and, though the tide was against Ler, 
making very good way. The litlle spyglass was in instant re- 

qnbition, but the vessel, which I knew to be the E , looked 

so alarmingly deep in the water that I felt quite disappointed. 

The W sailed next day, making an enviably good offing, 

and on Monday M went to look at both the P and the 

R . The former had extremely limited accommodations, 

consisting of a small, close, hot main-cabin down stairs, with 
but two narrow hertlis off it, while the smell of hides and palm- 
oil pervaded every corner. The master looked very sickly, as 
did the crew, which was also deficient in numbers. Still she was 
by no means a bad-looking ciatt, and had the prospect with her 
light lading of making a beautiful passage. 

The R was thirty years old by her register, and had 

latterly sunk into a second-leller ship. She was exceedingly 
heavily laden, and owing to her peculiar build looked dee^wr 
than she was. Being greatly " down by the head," as tlie sailors 
say, she seemed as if the fore-part of the deck would be con- 
stantly under water when fairly out at sea. Her decks were 
crowded with water-casks, and, the timber being stowed forward, 
the after-cabin below was appropriated to the crew — thus leaving 
little room for passengers, luggage, or stores. But then, to coun- 
^brbalance these disadvantages, she i\oA a.n e-s.-^TveintiA wv'gvsfiv's^ 
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heehby crew, and compact if not yery extensive accomraodB* 
tioDs— having a poogi roundliouse, which, besides its small 
cabin, extra bertha, and steward's pantry, had rather a co 
able little Blate-room beyond, with two windows opening on deck. 

Well I we weighed the advaott^^es and disadvantages, and 
filially fixed to leave by theR- — -. I cannotsay ourfriends gave 
nfi much encouragement. Even some of our black servants, who 
from their long residence with us thong-hl ihemselvea privileged 
to give Iheir opinion, shook their heads and said, " Ah, please 
tiiassa, dat ship hebby too much." 

To those accustomed 'to make 'voyages, longer ones t«o thaii> 
ours was to be, in large E^t Indiaraen, well-appointed 
ships, or, above all, in regular ateam -packets, it may seem trifling 
to be thus circumstantial about what appears so very easy aod 
every-day a matter as embarking for England. But the differ 
ence between the fitting-op, accommodations, crow, and, in short, 
everything connected with a " timber-ship," and the generality of 
vessels carrying passengers to more frequented parts of the globa 
than Sierra Leone, is so great, that it becomes a mutter of soms 
importance (o choose a vessel, where, with nmrvellously few 
ceptions, all are insufficiently manned, heavily laden, i 
miserably cramped as to room for passengers. In short, 
leaving Sierra Leone, you OLUst make up your mind to rovffk it 
even at the best. 

The B— — was to sail on Saturday, and of course the few re- 
mainingdays were busy ones with us, and gave rise to considerable 
regret on my part ; as being the laat I was ever to spend in the 
land which, in spite of all the bodily sufifering I had both 
endured and witnessed on its shores, and the great anxiety under- 
gone thereby, had nevertheless been my home for so long 
it could not but be endeared to me by many asgociatJons. 

The weather was dark, dull, and rainy, and the house, bejug* 
dismantled of most of its furniture, looked dreary even before its- 
time. I was sorry to see the poor horeea led off to be sol' 

especially M 's pretty spirited little steed. But there was no 

help for this, as, left with none capable of managing it, the fiery 
creature would liave been i;seless ere its master's return. In spite 
of all its dulls, I was yet more sorry to send back my pooP' "" 
(^o/jiey to its former owner -, foi \wl ovi\'j\\aA"L\K(av 
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debted to the easy exercise and fresh air daily obtained by its 
humble assistance, but it had become quite an amusemeDt tu us, 

trottiiig after both M and myself like a tame d<^, as it ^mzed 

under the orange-trees, and thrusting its great brood head to be 
patted, into our very hands. It often even walked half-way iip 
stairs to receive a piece of biscuit. However, it had also been a 
pet with its old master, who had given it up to my u£« as afavour, 
and we had promised to let liim have it again in the event of our 
going home ; bo down the hill it paced, or was rather dragged, 
evidently in a very lugubrious mood itself. But it waa not only 
saying " good by " to dumb animals. For the last few days the 
house was besieged by all and sundry of my old black nurses, 
sempstresses, and attendants of every description, and with this 
primitive sort of people even in the adieus of bo lowly a class 
there was something touciiing. Others, not content with saying 
farewell, peuued elaborate leave-taking epistles, some of which 
were full of kindly wishes ; although others were nothing more 
nor less than begging petitions, that, had they been all granted, 
would have left us with little else than the house to ourselves, 
, seeing their burthen invariably was for " a piece of land for one 
small farm to plant cassada.'' 

The little Liberated boy and girl shewed their feelings in dif- 
ferent ways. The former, no doubt fancying he would then be 
free in good earnest, appeared in high spirits at the prospect of 
I'oaming tlirough the bush, and setting snares for bird and beast, 
from morning till night, without fear of reprimand ; and, as the 
best way of sliowing his de«re to be obliging meanwhile, catered 
for the tiog-bing, bringing me a slock of flies he had killed as 
a portion of sea-stores for the little aiumal. On the other hand, 
poor Fanyah was not only really sony, but a little indignant to 
boot, and, although quite willing .to remain as lielp to Petah's 
wife (his family being now installed in their old quarters), could 
not refrain from an occasional grumble now and then, such as, 
" Ah ! missis, you go leff me for work for black woman ; well ! 
I glad for you go your own country, for see your piccans, and 
your fader and moder, no more 1 aorry too much for myself 
because you go leff me." To cheer up the little maiden's heart, 
^^igave her, in addition to various things of a mQTei»e&iV\a,\JM.fe, 
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a whole cargo of scraps of silk, calico, and muslin for her patcti- 
work ; an employment of whicb she tras very foiid, and had already! 
formedout of shreda of every shape, colour, and texture, a goodly-" 
sized piece of cloth, which she thoug-ht the most becoming gar- 
ment in the world, rolled round above her European -bshioned 
frock, in the national style of the most uncivilized tribes. She 
only made two requests, and these were to get, as chief parting- 
gifts, a small japanned candlestick lamp, and a tiny enamelled 
saucepan ; and which two things, with of course the addition of a 
little nil, she fancied constituted a fortune in themselves aa for 
as furniture went, and it was really pleasant to look at her fiwe 
of importance and deliglit on receiving them as her own escluave 
property. 

Siiturday came, and with it was sent on board the pretty grace- 
ful rose-eater, which, with a far more matronly grey goat, was 
to yield us the luxury of milk during the passage home, 
were, of course, ready to start at half-an-liour's notice, but, to 
my great relief, a day's grace was granted to us, and the evening 
was spent in writing home-letters to go by separate ships. 

Nest day we left the hill before eleven in the forenoon, M- 

riding, and I as usual indebted to Mrs. D for her 

comfortable paltinquin, in which, with poor Fanyah's sobbing 
Cirewe!! ringing in my ears, the ting-bing for my travelling 
companion, and a roolley train of bearers and followers, I pro* 
ceeded down the steep shady walks, now bo familiar to me, but' 
which I was not to look again ; the last glimpse I caught at 
any of the people, except those who accompanied us, being the 
little agile figure of Dan, the NaB boy, making all sorts of sa 
laams, and apparently uttering all sorts of parting benedictions. 

As the vessel could not sail until the tide served, we passedj 
the feiV intervening hours at the house of Mr. and Mrs. D 
where, on the staircase, and all about the piazzas and saloon, 
disposed numerous vases of beautiful blossoms, some of them 
quite new to me. A luxuriant granadilla vine, completely 
veral with its gorgeous passion-flowers of crimson and bluish- 
purple, and trained across horizontal espaliers, was a prettf 
bowery object from one of the windows ; and in the same plot 
of ground grew some gracefuLl-looking green vegetables, inter- 
f parsed with different plants ot a a\.a.\,e^!\w igio'w\X\. X^lisa «>.■« 
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tlie bread-fruit,* the leaf of which is about two feet long and 
more tban one broad, while it is very deeply iDdeiit«d at the 
edges. The fruit, which grows out from the extremity of each 
branch, has a, rough knobby sur&ce, and is romid and very lai^e. 
"When quite ripe it is of a greenish -yellow colour. I doubt there 
must be some degree of exaggeration in the accounts, given by 
travellers, of its eating like a fresh-baked roll : or else that 
raised at Sierra Leone is inferior to the other sorts ; as I was told 
that when cooked and eaten hot it is no better than a conntion 
roasted yam, although cold it is very palatable. 

Dessert was scarcely finished when a message was delivered 

that the R- ■ had all her sails set and was waiting for us ; so, 

biddirig adieu to our hospitable ftieuds, whose kind attention, 
H'ith their pretty house and its atmosphere of flowers, had con- 
tributed to render my last impressions of Sierra Leone as plea- 
sant as my firRt, we set out to the wharf, accompanied by Messrs. 

"W- ■ - and S . On stepping out of the palanquin, a heavy 

shower came on, which continued as we rowed to the R , 

whose anchor was up as we came alongside. 

Thicker and heavier fell the rain, and with a final glance at 
the niDuritainB, now wreathed in mist, and but a confused vision 
of sailors, water-casks, and hen-coops, I retreated at once into 
our little state-room, with a fellow feeling for the imprisoned 
ting-bing. But the sight of a tolerably well-filled book-shelf — 
containing, amongst Other works of some note, ' Tales of the Co- 
lonies,' a ' Life of Cowper," and a stray volume of Hannah More 
— I immediately looked upon as a good omen, speaking well for 
the captain's tastes. Therefore, sitting down on one of the sola 
bertlis, with the bookcase at head and a window at foot, I 
amused myself by watching the physiognomies of the different 
sailors who passed up and down the companion-way under the 

window. Mr, S and Petah presently came to wish me good 

by, and shortly afterwards M told ine our boat was off, and 

we were making rapid way out of the harbour ; wliilst, as the 
rain still came down in torrents, instead of going out ou deck to 
take my last look of Africa, I contented myself by gazing on 
its receding sliores from the little stem-light, until the sudden 
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inovement consequent on tlie first order of " 'Bout ship" left no- 
;hiDg save the cold grey waters visible. 

Betttiiig out without a pilot- — one squall afler another coming 
)n — with a crew as yet unused tu the ship, anO evidently intoler- 
ably awkward — that was an evening ia which we resignetl i 
selves to discomfort. Bi;iug separated merely by a bulkhead 
from the helniaman, we overheard every direction thai waagjvt 
and I was not sorry when we dropped anchor off Murray Town 
to await daylight, 

Even had my uGual sea enemy permitted me to lift my head, 

e wet anJ windy weather was enough of itself to keep one close 

prisoner; so for the first week I did nothing else than read 

and atteud to the ting-bing, which gradually had become ri 

ied to tiie fare and coiifinement of shipboard, especially as it 

LS taken out on deck occasionally. But, alas I while shaking and 

leasing out its flannel bed, as ii id ways used to do itself, the poor 

luimal had its foot hurt by a thread twisting round it. Lock- 

aw followed, and, in spite of all M 'e skill and my can 

pretty little thing died, to my real regret, for it had been a groat 
iource of amusement as well as interest to me ; and I missed it 
uore than you can imagine. 

On Sunday, the 2nd of August, we were sailing amongst the 
Cape de Yerdes. We passed rather near to Bo9 Vista ; what w 
saw of it appearing singularly desolate and barren, not a spot of 
verdure being visible. We also sighted St. Nicolas and St. 
Antonio, l)oth of which seemed more hilly than Bo& YitiA. The 
vigation being considered rather dangerous in these localities 
ittt with rocks, shoals, and long low reefs stretching far out' 
into the sea, I was glad when we had &irly cleared the last of 
these islands. 

We enjoyed tolerably favourable weather as far as sunshine 
went, but our good fortune as regarded wind deserted us in three 
weeks. We have a greater complement of men than a vessel (^ 

the R 'a tonnage generally carries ; yet few of them ar 

cient sailors, and tjie captain partly attributes our long pE 

a their bad steering. How my ears have ning during the last 

eight weeks with the helmsman's answer to the query of how the 

I t-essel's head lay ! One ot owe \iVa.ck Bailors, whose perverse. 

iteering greatly tried ever5bcri^'a'eiitwince,o\\teaKwisffli.-i-i«^\R&, 
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orth-west and by south," as the point of the compass in 
which the ship was going 1 We got fartlier to tlie westward 
than we ought, and I have always watched with great interest 
tlie track that has been regularly pencilled upon our good old 
dhart, which I regard as an excellent companion on board ship, 
— much indeed in the same light as a clock on shore. 

Our crew is composed of people from mauj' lands. Of blacks 
we have two Timmanees, both of whom are good seamen ; one 
JolofT, who of course speaks French ; one Nova Scotian, who 
dresses himself out in the must extraordinary manner on Sun- 
days, and walks the fore-deck with a cane in his hand, gazing 
up at the heavens all the time with a sagely mysterious eX' 
pression of countenauce ; a Papell or Bissfto negro, who formed 

one of the crew of t!ie V when we last went out; one 

Sherbro' man, and one Aku. The car^tenter is either a Finn 
OT a Shetlandor. One of the mates has really amused ua by 
the easy, good-humoured way in which he takea everything, 
assuring us, even when ^olus blew right in our leeth, and 
" south and by east" was the answer to the incessant inquiry, 
that " there was a lair wind coming," and prophesying, until 
we had very nearly been sis weeks at sea, that our voyage 
would be safely completed within that period. There is one 
Brazilian, nameil Antonio, a little insignificant-looking man, 
with not nearly so honest a cast in his dark features as in 
tliose of the negroes on board, yet uncommonly neat-handed at 
making such things as monkey-jackets and trowsers, and sealskin 
caps ornamented with tassels of his own manufacture. Though 
at first the sound of the ditTerent languages was deafening to me, 
upon the whole the sailors liave been very quiet and orderly, 
especially the blacks. However, three out of four European 
apprentices are the veriest imps I ever beheld even on ship- 
board ; and, amongst other of their pranks, it was discovered, 
before we had been a fortniglit at sea, tl)at they bad (aided by 
the worthy carpenter) drunk and distributed the greater portion 
of our stuck of porter, &c., which was stowed below; while they 
had as little spared the captain's stores of biscuits and dltfereiit 
things. Yet the crew of this vessel have most liberal allowances 
^^rf pork, beef, pease-soup, duff" (as they call dough- piiddin^'\, I 

^^B|[ee, sugar, and biscuit. They \ia.ve ftvev^vVw^ -jpoi-^o^ ■Cv\wsi. I 
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excepting grog, a inotlerate supply of which (at least in stonoy H 
weather) I confess I cannot help thinking sailors do require. B 
At fifst starting we liad on board, besides four other animals H 
of the monkey tribe, a hideous-looking, peevish, fretful, grinning ■ 
chimpamee, which, shame to my humanily, I was by no means 1 

I 



chimpamee, which, shame to my humanily, I was by 
sorry to hear was dead, after we had had a few weeks of real 
annoyance from Hie horrid noise it constantly made. The rest 
all flourish as yet, and consist of two small mangrove monkeys, 
tliat are rather amusing in their ganibola, but great thieves in 
the steward's pantry ; a dog-faced baboon, and a large grey 
monkey, which are both kept chained forward. The last I have 
lever seen, but hear it is very vicious. The ape sometimes 
nanages to break its chain, and take a scamper round the deck : 
I is very ugly, and has a sort of hoarse grunting bark. 

We had originally four parrots, but lost one. Two of those 
remaining are of a beautiful mottled grey, with scarlet tail- 
feathers ; the third is a crow-parrot, and was taken young out 
of its nest on the banks of the Sherbro'. It is the tamest of them 
all, cries "pretty poll" in a loud whistling note, imitates the 
noise of the fowls, and even llie creaking of an ungreaaed boom, 
to perfection ; and disdains to take a bit of sugar from any save 
e person's hand, and that only if ungloved. We have had 
by no means a disagreeable pa.ssage, tliough so very tedious. 
We have a civil captain, well-informed fellow- passenger, good 
cook, and obliging steward — all valuable helps to comfort at sea. 
The Europeans had all had country fever long ere they came 
)n board, and some of them suffered a good deal from ague 
luring the early period of our voyage. The poor black people 

now feel Elie cold very nmch, and are so grateful to M for 

the many warm garments he has bestowed upon them. I over- 
heard one of the Timmanees the other day begging to be taken 
I into our service, and only to return to Sierra Leone when M 
did. However, I doubt that poor Geoi^e, in his red cap, blue 
blouse, with leather belt and great knife stuck in it, tliough a 
very good sailor, would make but a grotesque and awkward 
Wlien ofT the Western Islands we experienced rather a heavy 
gsle, during which we were moTCtWiv ouoe exposed to some risk 
bjr the negligence of live man a\.\\\c mXw^X ^"ic-^m^ \N«. -^^ai 
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to " broach to." Tlie blacks, witli the exception of the two 
Timmanees, are so cowardly that lliey loat alt presence of mind 
oil seeing the huge waves curling up an if to buiy the vessel to 
lier very masts, so that, when even two of them were at the helm, 
the captain was repeatedly obliged to take it himself on the 
andden approach of a fresh squall. When that gale was some- 
what abated, I took my stafion in one of the doorways leading 
out eu deck, being well secured against the heavy rolling of the 
vessel, acd watched with great admiration the wild commotion 
of the sea. Several vessels were within sight, and you will have 
some idea of the size of the waves when I tell you (hat at one 
minute yon saw one of these tall and stately ships standing 
steadily on her course, and the neni a liquid mountain had risen 
up between her and our vessel, threatening to engulf us lioth 
in its yawning depths. As I looked on tlie angry waters, I could 
no longer feel provoked at the stupidity or alarm of the negroes 
at the helm ; for it is so natural for an ignorant person utterly to 
disbelieve the possibility of a heavily-laden ship rising buoyant 
on the crests of these enormous waves, but, on the contrary, to 
think that the whole mass, with her living souls, would go down 
unresisting, overwhelmed in the trough of the mighty ocean. 

We had of course our share of hot weather, hut under the 
awning it was supportable, and I used to sit on deck as much as 
possible. But when the days are only marked by speaking a 
strange sail — seeing a couple of grampuses dancing the gallopade 
after tlieir fashion—speculating about where a Mother Carey's 
chicken contrives to build her nest — counting the pieces of pink 
gulfweed that float pa,<it^admiring the fearless way in which 
the pretty tropic bird, with its curious long tail-fealhers and 
milk-white plumage, circles round your vessel^or watching a 
beaulifiil dolphin gliding alongside in its regal robe of purple 
and gold^they pass too monotonously for a more lengthened 
account to be interesting to you. 

We have had to be sure some really enjoyable days since we 
came into colder latitudes ; days with tlte sunshine so gloriously 
bright, the sky so calm and clear, and the sea so deeply blue, 
that one would feel tlie repose of nature to be too languid and 
dreamy, were it not for the wiud with its cheeriti^ ViUvAVi*. 

wag the shrouds, and its invigovating VealOa «ft-^ttiM.-t doHjSt.-^ 
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OS it gives to each wave over which the ship goes bounding 
along, a. broad feathery coronet of SDOwy foam, that, glancing in 
the sunlight, seems studded with a. myriad of jewels, and, indeed, 
to your eyes, looks more brilliant than a royal diadem; while 
the plashing noise of the water at the bows, and the merry voice 
of the breeze, together whispering of home and welcome, sound 
in your ears more sweet and spirit-stirring than the finest music. 
I do not in truth wonder at the desire displayed by so many 
boys for becoming sailors, but must frankly own that my en- 
thusiasm for the sea is only in proportion as the wind Is fair. 

A few days ago we came upon a mass of marine creatures, 
that made the water appear as if it were strewn over with fiill- 
blown anemones, of a deep purple crimson spotted with white. 
I never saw these animals in any former voyage. The sailors 
said their appearance betokened a storm, but Me have had none 
a, set. 

How odd it is that storms, shipwreeks, and other disasters in- 
cident to vessels and voyages, should so often fonn the fevourite 
theme of discourse on board I It would seem tiiat, before our 
African naval force was so great as it is now, pirates were occa- 
sionaiiy met with off the coast. Vessels engaged in the slave- 
trade, instead of remaining exposed to the risk of capture before 
a slave-station, waiting till their human cargoes were ready to 
be shipped, not unfrequentlj put out to sta, cruised about for a 
short time, and plundered any unprotected ship they thought 
might yield them a lair booty. One of these pirate-craft ba» 
been known, when prevented through the vigilance of our men- 
of-war from embarking her slaves, to attack another engaged ia 
the same trade, and possess herself both of the slaves and the 
vessel which carried them. I have heard, especially during this 
voyage, mauy a tale about pirales ; but as most of such stories, 
though very interesting, are either melancholy or dreadful, I 
shall only tell you a short one in which there is no bloodshed. 

Several years ago an Englisii gentleman at Sierra Leone pur- 
chased a small vessel that iiad been condemned as a slaver, and, 
having fitted it up, he embarked in it with his family for Eng- 
land. They were fallen in with, somewhere about the vicinity ' 

the Cape de Verdes, bj a vety sxtspicious-looking sail, lh« 
tptain of which, with a pail^ o^ ™^^ sVvou'^-j wr\&«&., ^Kfo^sA 
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the little British schooner, liaving probably at first taken her for 
a Spaniard or Portuguese^for these lawless rovers do not often 
ruu the risk of atlaoking a vessel that bears our " meteor-flag." 
But, (iiiding out his mistake, he put on a courteous demeanour, 
and entered iu to conversation with the proprietor of the schooner, 
at the same time prying into every nook and corner on board. 
The stranger, which had now shown the tri-eolour at her maar- 
bead, lay at a short distance, displaying the bright muzzles of 
her guns; whilst her commander with his armed men coolly 
paced the deck of the defenceless English vessel, neitJier asking 
nor demanding a single article!, but praising everything that 
struck his fancy after this fashion : " You have got some very 
fine pigs on board — very fine indeed ! Our last porker was 
lulled some days ^o." 

A request that he would be pleased to accept of as many as he 
chose was instantly made by the poor owners, wlio were perfectly 
aware of the real character of their visitant, who went on, — 
" Your poultry are certainly the most beautiful poultry I ever 
saw — I have now scarcely one fowl remaining." 

He continued iu the same manner to extol the appearance of 
all the live stock on board, and to accept in good earnest of " as 
many as he chose" seeing he did not leave the vessel lie so 
politely plundered as much as one goat, sheep, pig, or fowl. 
The wine, ale, biscuit, and other stores had also to pay heavy 
tithe, the passengers and crew being left to subsist on a scanty 
supply of salt provisions and water during tlie remainder of their 
voyage. 

In both of our homeward voyages we have had excellent 
filtering vessels, which have been the means of supplying us with 
clear fresh water for all purposes. No one should go to sea 
without sending a filter on board as part of his (or her) cabin 
furniture. We have found ours quite valuable, even though tliere 
are others in the ship. 
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LETTER XXSVIII. 

Hiy*, liocks, aijd Islanda — Irish Bonlmen — FUli — CrooldiiiTen^ — Capa 
Clenr — SUgB of Caitlehaven — Dangerous Position of our Ship off the 
Old Head of Kinsnle — Seven Heads — Courtmacsljerry Baj — Clear the 
Old Head at last — Sight of o White Womau, 

IGth, Wednesdaj. 
To-day h lovely, and I have been much out on deck. The 
aspect of the coast is beyond description bleak and barreu, pre- 
sentiiig a formidable front of steep rocks close to the water's 
edge, and against wliich the waves dash up in a continual foam. 
Upon the highest points of the bare desolate hills stand square 
towers, built as signal -stations at the time of tlie threatened 
Freach invasion. Not a tree to be seen — not even a morsel of 
verdure — all of the " green isle " at present in our sight being, 
without exception, brown and stony. Passed close to Bear 
Island, which is situated in Banlry Bay. Passed CastlepoinC. 
Beat across Duanianus Bay. Very tedious work weathering 
tiie " heads " forming the entrance into these bays. Cape Tre- 
pont, Siicep's Head, and Mizen Head (the two latter crowned' 
tvith towers that look like handles to lift the great headlands up 
by), seem still very fiu distant ; and we tack every two short, 
hours, the ship " niiaaing stays" oftener than is agreeable. But 
with a most hard-hearted wind and heavy craft, we must bII 
practise patience as we best can. 

17(A, Tfiarsday. — Notwithstanding our slow progress and 
the bleak aspect of the coast, I greatly enjoy the novelty of the 
near land view, and ant much amused by watching the boats 
tjiat constantly come alongside with uewly-caught fish, e^s^ 
poultry, and buckets of " rare " potatoes for sale. The ownera 
of all tliese good things are wild-looking Irishmen, who at first 
offer their cargo as a present, then ask what you will give, 
stating, at the same lime, their decided preference to bottles of 
I ram and pieces of old rope com^^aft '«\'iXv ■(&«««; -, and after 
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they do make a bargain always beg for more, and are never 
satisfied. The polatoea are watery, but, tliougli not very good, 
are acceptable to us as fresh vegetables. The fish is excellent, 
and is indeed a luxury at sea — preferable, I think, to the very 
best preserved salmon, &c. The sailors caught a good deal of 
fish during the passage. One, said to be a tunny, we all thought 
particularly nice to eat. A small pot of fresh butter that tasted 
of turf-smoke came on board to-day, and amongst other land 
rarities there was ako a bottle of milk, its stopper formed of a 
piece of raw potato neatly cut to fit. So much for the county 
of Cork 1 

Have cleared Mizen Head at last, railing at limes so close 
to the shore as to perceive some slight attempt at cultivation; 
the ground, barren as it is, being divided and subdivided by rude 
stone fences into the veriest patches of fields that I ever beheld, 
always excepting the tiny cassada-farms of our Sierra Leone 
blacks. Passed Croakhaven, the whitewashed buildings of its 
lighthouse forming a pleasing feature in the wild sterile land- 
scape. Mount Gabriel, a hill of greater height than any we 
have yet seen here, diversifies our view to-day. The pilot says 
there is a lake on its summit. He, poor man 1 is rather cast 
down by the little way our vessel makes, and thinks he has con- 
cluded a very bad bargain with us, as we might have reached 
Cork by this time had the wind been favourable and the ship 

more obedient to her helm. M tells me the pilot pointeti 

out the churchyard, a lonely spot with the sea on one side and 
the grey rocks on the other, as the place where lie had, within 
the last few months, buried a son and daughter who had both 
died of consumption. The tears rolled down the old man's 
weather-beaten face as he ripoke, and adverted in touching terms 
to the loss be had sustained in the death of his children, A 
surviving sun, who came on board with the pilot, looks pitiably 
thin and careworn. Aias ! by all we hear, there seems a 
miserable prospect for the poor people in this quarter during 
winter. 

Lloyd's agents boarded us, but said, had they known we were 
from Sierra Leone, they would scarcely have ventured, so fearful 
a name has our sunny colony obtained I 
^k Saw the lighthouses on Cape Clta,v, %\lv\cV\ is. \\sbNS. ■a.w'-vSax^ 
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kivin^ a narrow cliuiinel at the back. Passed in the twillglit 
abimt half way between this point and a great round isolated 
rock called the Fastnct, siypiiGcantly pointed out lo me as as 
object from which the ship will gladly keep a respectful dis- 
tance. It is just the sort of rock I should like to sail close to 
in a small boat, as it has a strange mysterious look about it as it 
looms through the shadowy dusk of evening. 

There is a great diifirence between coasting along here and in 
the English Channel, where soundings have repeatedly to be 
taken as a ship beats her way up or down. Here appear to 
be neither shoals nor sandbanks, yet in ptormy weather the 
ruck-girt shore must render this a most dangerous locality. 1 
observe with what eagerness the lights on the different heads are 
looked out for. " How does the light bear ?" is now a more 
frequent inquiry than " How does her head lay?" That on 
Cape Clear is our beacon to-nig'ht. i 

We liave had some idea of landing more than once since wf 
sighted land, and as yet have been deterred, not so mucli by the 
certainty of having lo row in a small boat for many hours, as hj 
the land-journey afterwards of thirty or forty miles lo a nioifl 
civiliKed place, by no other conveyance for ourselves or heavy 
luggage than a cart or open car, 

18/A, Friday.— A. very wet day, but I got for a short time on 
deck in the afternoon. We are creeping on by degrees. Passed 
Twohead, a bluff tower-crowned point, and sailed within a cluster 
ofmoatfrightful-lo k ng ock. ailed the " Stags of Castlehaven," 
oneofwhioh seemed to clan e to the view every five minutes, 
according as the I p mo ed on now appearing as if cleft io 
three, then as if all one 1 ke tl e top of a church spire ; wbi)& 
over each rock tl e ea breaks n tremendous clouds of surf, 
especially against lelo est and least of alt, which presented ihfl 
aspect of an immense fountain, every instant throwing offmag- 
niRcent jeta of boiling foam. I sat on deck until late, and felt 
quite relieved when we had left these sea-girdled crags far behind. 

19i/i, Saturday. — Off Clonkilty, about ten in the forenoon, 
making tolerable progress. The glass going down and a gale of 
wind prophesied, but instead fell almost a dead calm at live in 
the affernoon, when off the Old Head of Kinsale, against whoso 
j)er/je/jdicular and rocky BiAea l\\e waveaXiSt \\viTO»a\N«s in spark- 
ing' sii OH'- white wreallia. 
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had been on deck for Borae time, pleased to see iiow well the 
tide bore us on, when' whispers began lo arise on every side — 
captain, piJot, and male at the same lime casting earnest ai id 
uoeasy g-lances, now up to the sails, then to the bowa, and tlien 
to die iron-bound headland on oiir lee, to which it soon became 
apparent, even to me, that the vessel was steadily, though elowly, 
drifting onwards. There was not wind enough to give her steei^ 
age way, and she refused to go about, until it was too late, from 
our proximity to the shore, to attempt wearing the ship in the 
usual manner. The tide was running in strongly; each indivi- 
dual of the crew seemed the very picture of alarm, and there was 
not one on board who did not look anxiously across the water 
for but a " cat's paw *' to ruffle its too tranquil surface ; whilst, 
as the necessary orders were given in a low tone, or signified only 
by a look or gesture, instead of singing out ae they always do in 
merchant-ships on hauling the ropes, &c., the sailors preserved 
a profound and ominous silence. In spite of eveiy strenuous 

efibrt made to bring her head round, [he R remained for nearly 

Ihree-quartera of an hour immovable, except in being impelled, 
as by an unseen power, towards the dark front of the ru^ed 
and perpendicular cliff that seemed waiting to receive her, A 
pilot-boat kept hovering near, as if for the purpose of affording 
help when the moment of extremity came, and some of the men 
suggested getting its assistance, with that of our own boats, to tow 
the ship, but it was declared that three gnats might as well 
attempt to drag along an elephant. 

I must say that, although conscious of our danger, yet the 
calmness of the sea, and nf the evening togetiier, had the effect 
of rendering me le^ really alarmed thau I often was during the 

gales or squalls of our homeward passage ; and, warned by M 

just as ihe last desperate endeavour was about to be made, I 
returned to our little cabin, where, after looking out of the 
window for about two minutes, I saw to my great thankfulness 
the formidable rock astern, but so very, very close, that, although 
nearly dark, I could disiini^tly trace the broken surface it pre- 
sented. 

The pilot wished to cast anchor, but in tiiirly fathoms water 
le captain did not think it advisable. They say it is fifteen 
deep quite close to t\ie cliffa, 1 no-fl set 
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gliiuQieriog rather fartlier off, but it is aiae o'clock at aigbt ani 
Btill no breeze. 

10 o'cloci.—J am glad to overhear the pilot saying we have 
now drifted out clear enough of the Head. Tet it would s 
that n-e are too near some other rocks. The captain and pilot 
both appear to be apprehensive, and the former meajiB to si 
all night. 

1 1 o'clock. — They are still far from easy as to the position ot 
the veseel. Every few minutes I overhear, from some one or 
other on deck, the watchword of " We are very near the 
rocks ! " 

12 o'clock. — Our own little cabin loots cheerful with its bright 
light, and there is bo little motion, I somehow feel as secure as if 
ire were at anchor iu a sheltered haven. Yet here we are silting 
np so as to be ready should the ship strike t But the niglit if 
calm and silent I cannot realize the presence of danger. I meaa 
1 do not feel in the least degree " nervous," and, as being once 
safe on uhore will bring its own occupations and interests, I a 
glad to employ the present idle time in giving you these littlft; 
details, that otherwise would certainly not be written at all. 

We were spoken to-day by a pilot-boat from Cork, and told 
that, comingfrom Sierra Leone, we shall have fifteen days* quatan-j 
line. But surely, when there has been neither death nor coutan- 
gious sickness on board, and the vessel has a clean bill of health, 
we cannot be detained. I almost begin to wish, however, that we 
had landed at Bantry, or even at some one of the dreary Itttlft' 
fishing- ham lets we passed. 

20t/i, Sunday. — Very wet. We have lost above ten i 
since last night, having been carried so far lo leeward of the Old 
Head of Kinsale, which now at nearly eleven in the furenoou ii 
but faintly seen in the distance. I am now told that, had th( 

ome round when she did last night, ajiother ten mil 
would have rendered her going on the rocks inevitable. Wecaa^ 
speculate on the matter coolly ; and although, humanly epeak- 
wirh a perfectly quiet sea and our boats, no lives would hav« 
been lost, still we all, I should hope, feel most thankful to a . 
merciful Providence that we have escaped such a disaster. Had- 
ijre struck, the cargo muat have been lost, as well as the effects 

every person on boBjd. 
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Off Seven Heads, a promontory w called from itabeingdivided 
into as many different points, one of which is again broken inio 
several low rocks, those near to wliich the tide at one time net 
ua last night. The rocks, coves, islands, and bays which wb 
pass render the land-view very interesti'ng to me in spite of its 
wildness. 

Sailing now in Courtniacslierry Bay, tlie shores of which pre- 
sent the most cultivated aspect 1 have yet seen on this coast, 
A village, several substantial 'looking houses, one partially sur- 
ronnded by a plantation, and evidently a Iwtter sort of residence, 
have been successively passed. Tacked to avoid an island rock 
called the " Horse," and two others named the " Barrels," to 
which we were also in most dangerous neigiibourhood last night. 
Making short lacks, and at five in the afternoon fairly cleared 
the grim Old Head. Looked out of tlie stern windows, and saw 
it on the opposite side to which we were off it the previous even- 
ing i the lighthouse appearing quite in a diiTerenC point of view 
to what it did then. 

2UI, Monday. — Have again lost several miles during the night. 
Our ship, notwithstanding her regal name, makee moat sluggish 
and unqueenlike progress. The poor pilot evidently does not 
understand her disposition and habits, for he constantly contrives 
to let her " hang in slays," and the Imnying and noise on deck, 
with the peculiar motion at such times, cause even me, when 
sitting in the cabin, to know quite well what is Ihe matter, and 
since our danger on Saturday night I never feel quite comfort- 
able until M makes the report that all is right again. 

Passed tlie entrairee to Kinsale Harbour, observed several 
prettily siluated houses; and the country greatly improves in 
cultivation, *lthough the coast is one succession of jutting-oul 
headlands, cliffy and rocks. A small yacht cruising about with 
ladies on board. Felt quite impatient to see (he face of a Euro- 
pean woman once more, and through the great ship-glass I had 
a good view of two nice-looking people, apparently sisters, and 
a little fair child in a straw bonnet, about the size I suppose dear 

F should now be. On going out at three o'clock see Cork 

Head, and those forming the entrance into Cork Harbour, the 

tlast still very far distant. Passed a craggy islet ca-lUd. 
'ion Island," and two very c\inous\'j ?OTvfte,v\ ■swasSi ttsiSta ■ 
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standing bigh out of the water with a narrow strait betweeM 

them : oue covered wiiJi bright green grass is really like a 

of the sea." The wind is very chilly to-day ; I think Ihe shd.-^ 

terecl lee iide of a ship ten times more comfortable than 1~ 

weather »ide, and caniiot see why the latter should be tlie morel 

honourable 
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LETTER XXXIS. 

Hniibnli on entering the Cote — Health Inspevtora — Quiiraalinc — Wet 
"""featber — Scenery Broiiiid — Aiiiiely lo be set at Urge — Confusion 
Deck — An Irish Blunder — Gramblings ibureal. 



On boird the R , at anchor off Cove, 

September S2nd. 

Herb we are at length! a fair wind having sprung up about six 
yesterday afternoon, gradually increasing lo lialf a gale, that 
carried us gallantly on; the old ship seeming an xioua to retrieve 
her character at the last, and show that, liad ' she been favoured 
by a less adverse breeze, even she would easily have run over in 
twenty-four hours the same line of coast along wlii<:h we had 
been wearily beating for the last eight days. 

The narrow etitrauce to the Cove requiring a. careful hand, 
the captain steered, while our old pilot gave the orders as we 
met or passed various vessels: " Hard a-port" — " starboard" — 
" steady " — the answer to the one being scarcely sung out wbeu 
the other followed. The orders and counter-orders were so loud 
and reiterated, and the " yo-he-o-ing" being perfectly deafening; 
the commotion and noise altogether caused me to feel an appre- 
hension of experiencing a shock like tliat which so startled us all 
when the steamer ran info our vessel, in Graveseml Roads, on the 
evening of my first embarkation. What greatly added to the 
hubbub was btung met by the quarantine boat, and told (o liav« 
no communication with the shore until visited by the health iu- 
Bpector this morning. 

When, exactly at eleven o'clock, the cheering, and, under 
the circumstances, to me actually euphoniotts sound of the chain, 

Illowed by the deep sullen plunge under the waves, told that 
thad cast anchor, and if not, according lo the song, 
Bea 



" in lie Channel of Old England " 
Beast not very far from its familiar "Hatftr*, I, \Wpi'^\. 
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now it would be possiblt! to havu sume sleep. But ho I boati' 
bailed us every five minutes, some to ask idle questious, olhen 
with people wisbirig to come on boarJ to sell porter, whisky, 
meat, imd vegetables, and a hundred et celeras. It was of nO 
avail ill keeping tlieni away that they were told we were forbid 
to let any one eume uu board — the Babel of tougues would uat 
ceoae; and then our xailors, getting juipatieul at the prolonged 
disturbance, answered in no gentle tones themselves, 1 
most wearing out. Had we dropped from the moon in land 
vhere never ship had been seen or beard of before, there could; 
not have been a greater commotion excited. Surely the Cove Dl 
Cork ig dift'erent from all other civilized harbours 1 

At eight this morning we all mustered on tbe gangway to 
have our numbers taken and our appearances scanned by the 
health inspectors in their boat alongside ; llie motley crew, all 
dressed in their motley finery, leaning over the side ; tbe white 
Beamen, who appeared rather indignant at the whole thing, 
chatting to each other and staring carelessly around them ; t 
negroes, who, on the other hand, seemed to think it a most ii 
posing ceremony, wearing a grave, solemn expression, and keep- 
ing their eyes fixed all the time upon the consequential -loo king 
customhouse official, who in their turn looked up at us nilb a 
much wondering curiosity depicted upon tbeir features as 
had been all fresh from Timbuctoo. Their chief read the muster< 

' roll, and then, counting us slowly and deliberately over, exclaimed 
" I want two yet," in a tone as if he suspected tbe master of thi 
vessel to have sworn falsely, and that two of the crew m 

' dead, Slill, when one of the loiterers, the black cabin-boy, («m( 
grinding forward, and showed his goodhumoured countenanoi 
■with its Aku mark, " But yet I want one " was criiad out i 
iniiignantjy than before, and called fortkamost impatient ani 
angry HUmmons to the dilatory steward, who thereupon rusb 
out of his pantry, where he had evidently been busy at work wi 
the dough for the morning's bread, stood an instant beside I 
comrades, and rushed back again. I was very much amused b^ 
the scene altogether, but especially it seemed to me so trul] 
ludicrous and farcical to send a bevy of revenue officers, inste 
of a physician, to judge whether it was necessary to place us i| 
I (fHarantiiie or not, . — - 
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"But althougrh the vessel is provided with a clean bill of health, 
there have been no deaths on board iluriijg the voyage, nor 
of infectious illness — the colony too being free from 
ta^ious disease at the time the R left, and all of )is being 

[nally so at the present moment— fancy our astonishment and 
chagriri to have it intimated to us, not only that we are not at 
liberty to land, but that, until an answer be received from authori- 
ties in Dublin (to whom the case has in the tiret place to be 
reported), it cannot be known whether we are to be admitted to 
pratique, or to undei^a quarantine for an indefinite period I 
And that answer, owing to the slow methods of communication 
in this part of tlie Utiiled Kingdom, cannot be received before 
the 27tli, a period of five clear days I 

Tlie Cnstomhouse people, who appear to act as health in- 
spectors here, have installed one of their subordinates on board, 
but no medical man has come near the vessel. T really wonder, 
had there been illness in the ship, if there would have had to 
be a reference to " the Board in Dublin " ere the sick persons 
were permitted to have a doctor to visit tliem. 

But I must despatch this immediately, as no letters are allowed 
to be sent on shore except by the revenue-boat, and I hear it 
hailing us now. I must only add that, in spite of all my grum- 
bling, I trust we feel less disposed to fret at this temporary 
annoyance than to be heartily grateful to the Almigiity that 
there has been no fever on board. We should then have had 
incomparably greater cause for being dispirited. Tlie poor pilot 
is tiie person most to be pitied. He has now been on board eight 
days, and has tlie prospect of being nearly as many more. Hb 
says this iias been an '' unlucky ship to him," and continually 
regrets that his was not the pilot-boat which assisted a foreign 
vessel in distress into Crookhaven a few days ago, and by which 
expected to clear twenty or thirty pounds, 
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^^H S3r(^, Wednesday, — Both yesterday and to-day have been 
^^^Bsmally wet, so that, being quite unable to go out on deck, I 
^^Bpntent myself by writing various epistles, reading stray 
^^Eapers, working a little now and then, meanwhile induh 
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[thllosophic rcilections. The scenery Bronnd is nHiurkablT 
pretty, so &r V I can jndg;e bj- peepiog oat of the nem 
window*. 

2ilh, Tkuraday. — It blew very hard last night, so Utat we 
bad to ilrnp a second «iiclior. To-day is shuwery and windy. 
The Iioiises on the quay are all Jaeed with dark-grey e1at«a, 
which give them a wann but strange ^))earaiic«. 

The entrance to the harbonr U very strongly guarded on both 
rides, while naval slorehouses and fortifications eland around ia 
(HI directions, and add to the fineness of the landscape formed by 
the itlandu, trees, hills, and fields; the grass of the latter, 
Tivid brightnesa. doing all credit to the "emerald isle." 

Up beyond the slreetf^ close to the water banks, are several 
pretty terraces of neat honees, with flowery garden-groundi 
front ; in which the sig;ht of little merry children playing 01 
throws all my philosophy, and causes me to feel eagerly 
for a release to our weary ImpriaonmeuL Is it not strange that 
the ao^iiety people feci, regarding those from whom tbey have 
been separated for a lengthened interval, should become doubly 
Enlense aa the long-anticipated period of meeting draws 
conttot now hear of ourdear ones until we reach them, as we trust 
to be set at large long before an answer can be received to any 
of our letters. Our latest home news are now nearly sin mtmtlis 
old, and it does seem so singular to be for several days in one of 
the Brilish isles, and yet be obliged lo remain ignorant of the 
welfare of our friends in the other.- Heard this instant of the 

N having put into Crookhaven in distress, aud with the losa 

of four men during tiie passage. 

25lh, Friday. — A Ultle sunshine to-day, but the wind ia bi 
terly cold. Lord Mountcashel's yacht '* Wandering Spirit' 
lies at anchor near ua, and is one of the moat beautiful objeotit in < 
view. Our vessel's decks are one ma.«s of confusion' — otHlsof uld 
ropes, sails, empty casks, sea-chests, packages, oil-jars, and pots 
of paint, with a solitary pair of niagniRcent elephant's tusks, are 
strewed up to the very entrance of the main cabin, putting it 

• A few weeks afterwards I read an aeeonnt in tlie newspapers of the Iom 
.1.1 , -., ., icape of those on iKBtd, off the eotrance t« 
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completely out of one's power to take exercise. This i.i the 
fourth day of sus|)eii»e, and heavy beating rain fur the grc^ater 
part of that time has readered it equdly impossible to obtain 
Dresh air. 

R'"'th, — We are dow in an absolute ferment of indignation, yet 
ifford to laagh at what is after all but an Irish blunder illus- 
A. Here are we all in comparatiTe good heall}i,and having 
DO deaths on the voyage, placed in quarantine; whilst the 
y pailora of the N , who were discharged at Crookhaven 
landed here in a pilot-boat, are now walking about on the 
in our very sight. It is ton ludicrous I At an IriBli port 
place the healthy in quarantine and allow the sick lo go 
freely ashore ! But we are not alone in our unjust detention. 

The P , which came in from Sierra Leone on Tuesday 

morning, is in the same agreeable position with ourselves. 

That the greatest caution ought to be observed, with regard to 
even healthy vessels arriving from places where contagious 
disease rages, is evident to every person. Still greater care is 
indispensable when the vessel is in a sickly state, even though the 
port whence she last cleared was perfectly healthy ; and afler 
that most melancholy case of the Eclair, and the terrible conse- 
quences to the Cape de Verdes which followed communication 
with that devoted ship, one can o bl I e strictness with 

which the quarantine laws may b f ed 
_ But what seems to me the p 1 ar 1 a d h p both of our case 

I that of the P is tliat h a tl t es at Cove, or at least 

!!ork, should not be deemed mp t t lecide whether there 

\ any necessity for placing a 1 n q rantine or not ; or 

that they sltouhl not even have the power of sending a medical 
mau on board, who surely would be able at once to say whether 
we were ill or well, since it would appear we are not the best 
judges ourselves of that question. 

Five days of cooping up under such disagreeable circumstances 
is enough to injure the health of robust people; much more 
might so ve^faiious a detention operate unfavourably upon those 
who, though not labouring under an attackof fever, are returning 
to England for the benefit of their health, afler years of exposure 
!• to a tropical climate,— and that the climate of Sierra Leone. 



Wliat crowns Itie ridiculoiw is, that we have beeo permitted 1 
to anchor close to tfae town amongst other vesseb in the hartmur ; I 
while so little do the people around seem influenced bv an^ 
of OTirproxiinity, that boats come continually alongside to offer I 
thinirs for sale, the yellow flag at our niast-heail not even deter- / 
. ring pleosure-yucliia from toiling round the ve»wl, so near that I 
cue could almost spring from our decks on to theirs. 
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Mtleil to Prali(|ue — SbU op lie Let — Cily of Cork — Irish Curs — 
ime of the I*wer Closscs — Gloomy Thoughw lamislicd bj reuicin- 
« of past MercieE. 

Cork, September 28th. 

Ibejoice losay we were released yesterday, — Sir J -P , 

a Scotch physician of Corh, having at length received instructions 
to visit llie ship and decide as to our fitness or not to be admitted 
to pratique. It did not occupy a moment. 'We all etood at tlie 
side aa before, and immediately that he had glanced at us, and 
taken our numbers, he told ua we were free once more ; so " Jump 
up, boys; haul down the yellow flag' and hoiet the ensign," waa 
the quick and cheering order, that was as quickly and cheerily 
obeyed; while the doctor politely shook haods with us, and 
wished us joy of being out of quarantine. 

Being Sunday, however, nothing could be done in the way of 

clearing lu^^e (by the by, it cannot be managed at Cove at 

te), for which purpose we steamed up here this morning. 

. The banks of the river from Cove to Cork are strikingly 

elty, their natural beauty of wooded rocks and green elopes 

enlivened by plea?ant-looking cottage-villas, with sunny 

» stretching down to the water's edge; and here and 

there the eye gets a peep of some stately mansion with park and 
forest ; while busy little watering-places thronged with well- 
dressed women and children, and the number of tine vessels 
quietly gliding up and down, still further add to the cheerfulness 
of the picture. 

So far as I can judge, this is really a fine town, with broad 

(*ls, handsome shops, and numerous carriages ; those novel- 
king vehicles called Irish cars— well-appointed and ill- 
iointed — public and private — open and close — preponderat- 
over every other sort of equipage ; while the streets are 
"■■"*'■"■"'" ■"**"""":; 
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lower orders strikes nie as equally foreign and un-Ettglish 

'with ttie cars. They all seem clothed in a uniform made ijji of 

brown cjotli cloaks and great hoods, under which appear ck-a 

cap-borders quilled full all round. The men patronize Ion 

■ra;^ling greal-coats, anil napless, weather-beaten, black-brown 

I one side the head. 

now at the Customhouse, with our fellnw-pas- 

inger and the master of the ve!<sel ; and I ait in a comfortable 

Iiotei, out of the windows of which I have looked till I am tired, 

writing to you, Iwving also dashed off a few lines to ■ 

■ , telling of our being set at liberty. But we have still si 

steam- voyagda to perform, and railway journeys too, ere we can 
reach , where Heaven grant that we find all our dear home- 
people well I 

Yet, although there is something so indescribably animating 

and gladsome in being once more safe on land in the temperate 

zone; afterfomieresperieneeofihe instability of human hope on 

lilur occasion, it is not enough to prevent gloomy anticipa- 

from Sitting through the mind. But I try to feet as i 

beautiful lines of Addison's, at onoe remarkable Ibr tliei 

ilh and simplicity : — 

" In foreign IbuiIb and realms remote. 
Supported by His core, 
Throiigli burning cljcaes Tve pass'd unhurt, 
And br«ath'd in lainted air." 



n the words of the ; 



e touching hymii}-' 



" Id midst of dangers, fears, and drath, 
God's goodorsB I'll adora. 
And praise \Vita for His mercies past. 
And Inunbl J hope fm- more." 
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" M -, Esqre. 

lluve inc excuse lor ihe other name, 
jilonoured Sir, Freetown, Siem Leone. 

With deep liumiliadoTt and ewiiett dccire I come lo solicite 
certain thing, and tbal oi' j'our kindness it will grant lo youv 
: servants. Sir, will ^ou be good cnougb ai to employ me in the 
a as a messenger lo jour office, Sir, and only try nie, aa J you will 
me in advertent. 

I most subscribe n:y name under this paper. 

(Sygnei)) Diniii. Davis." 



{ No. 2. ) 

Your humble petitioner brin^ hia petition to you, showing tliat 
he is about [lass in g within your preoiises lo hie laim, and would be 
obliged should you be good enough by allowbg him to shot any birds 

{[ikey, for to bn eaten, previous to his going along. 
And your petitioner as in duty l^nd, 
I ever pray to be yom" Obedient Servant, 
J. 8. D. Davibs." 
rS: 
hoj; 



( No. 3. ) 



Your humble servant have the liberty to inform j-ou this few 
jinet, liopln it will found yoa in Good atatc health Sir, oil my wish is 
this that I come lo u.sk yiiu a Ficese of (irouod to cultivct, as much aa 2 
ir throe area (acres) ol'land, I will great obligeil Sir, 

- - ' Ahwflfle* "- 
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■ < No.4. ) 

" Dw Sir. 

I h«tc hard thai yea are in want of a Horse man, and I 
lake furthering xayaeW ; tlioulrl niy lorriccs be required as i Uorsernait, 
you will Gild a good hone uum and a duui of knowledge of Aboute 

°^' 1 81 



{ No. 5. > 

uielhe Honour of wrigbting these few lines lo you Sir. 1 
faeed of work, and will be very much obliged to you if you will be 
L kind as In givo me come work to do, or put me in come place at a taav 
I nan. 1 ain a rook by trade, your honour, t humble beg and pray 
ft that you Hill be anaUe to give me sometbio^ to do, «o that I mny 
! Idler in Ihe town, and m youi- honoar I will do the best of my 
es9tly to please the world. I humble beg: your honour to grant my 
answer will oblige f^om you. 

I am your thruly and humble obed' Servant, 

WlLUAU KlNKEfS.' 



"Sir, 



{ No. 6. ) 



I bumble solicit your honour and bi^bnesa. Be pleased tolislen 
unto my pedtion nhicfa I am about to make unlo your highness, ht 
kind enough dear Sir and employ me in some business such as a school^ 
master in any of the villages. I will endeavour with all my ability tt 
serve and please you as I ought ; Ihnt is the desire of your humble 
servant, for I have no money that I might buy large paper of address- 
ing you this few lines Sir, but there is no money in my hand. 

I humbly remain your most humble and obed' S«'v', 



" To His Clemency" Is rather a favourite superacriplion witli som 
and one letter from a person who says be '• will feel very much glad 
be employed as a school niitster," begins thus : — 

" I, tliy humble servant, take upon himself lo come Ihia day and to 
L petition of thee which I hope you will grant unto me thy 
arorthj servant by thy elemency or tenderness." 

^jVnoNier commences — " I, a Deliberated African, do ttnte lo your 

" Honoured S\t," "Good Master," and "My 

e your honour lo \\i;at \S\e v^-jots cS 'iCis t.umble 

beedJitl petition," oppear apriuWeA ftitou.'^ iiSeiwii. tv\«^'*t'»''*i'«s 




tbe fallowing mysterioiia paragraph intervenes in utic begging <lucu- 

" There is a way of which one cannol eorn|Ji>in in common terms. 
It would draw imprecations t'rnni u nmii that never used a xtronger 
aSrmative in all his tife than yen verily, and raise tlm indignation even 
of the mildest father of tbe Omlory." 

I believe there are profeMvd blaok scribes, who take Ices for writing 
petitions, &e., which do doubt they have eercml generally u|i|iroved forms 
of wording, as 1 have seen two letters, eiwh asking for the lame situation 
in exactly the same words, but written in totally diflcrent hands, and 
signed by different names. At the same time a very great muny of 
the people can compoBe and write letters without assistance, though 
they occasionally tmnsposo the menning of the words they use. For 
inslanee, a Maroon or settler woman who emigrated to the West Indies, 
instead of saying, in a letter written to « friend here (who showed ii to 
the person who told me of it), " Remenihur me kindly to your sister," 
used the expression, " Remember my kindness to your sister/' 

But here is another gonuioe specimen of African literature, written by 
a man released from prison : 

" I humbly feel myself to be under every obligation to Great Britain 
for the privileges of which I am allowed from that most Gracious, most 
benevolent, u[id Fatherly Nation and well-wisher to all human race on 
Earth. I humbly kneel down at your honour's feet by praying and 
begging that your honour will pardon me for the liberty I aui taking in 
thinking that it was by your honour's Wisdom, Power, and Protection 
thftt I am this diiy a Freeman, and that I feel that it is my bound duty, 
my honoured sir, to make you many thousand ilianks for Ihc kind part 
which you have taken in my behalf ; and may the Almighty God Ulcss 
yoa lor it, and that you may reign for ever in your Wisdom and Power 
to protect the Poor, and may ever reign over us all for evermore. 
Honoured Sir, I am truly ashamed of myself for not having returned 
you ihe due thanks for the liberty you have given nie in delivering uic 
out of the hands of tbe Wild Xdon, and have set me at liberty the 
meoti time." 
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